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PREFACE. 



In the earliest records of English History, 
Ebor, EBORACLM3 or York 9 is represented as 
a place of great importance ; and, in the 
zenith of meridian splendour, it was the re- 
sidence of Imperial power, and the legis- 
lative seat of the Roman Empire. Hence 
we may readily suppose, especially when 
the ancient historic accounts of this city 
are contrasted with those of London, that 
York far exceeded in dignity and conse- 
quence, if not in population and extent, the 
present capital of the. British Empire, at that 
period. 

The removal of the Imperial court from 
York to Constantinople, and the decline of 
the Roman empire in Britain, operated pow- 
erfully against this city ; and the subsequent 
devastations and ravages of war, frequently 
involved her noble fabrics in desolation. 
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Few are the instances of any place having 
so often^ phcenix-Iike^ risen again out of 
it's own ashes; or under such reiterated 
and complicated scenes of distress, having 
maintained^ for so many ages^ it's scale of 
importance. Stilly Eboracum was signa- 
lized as the northern metropolis^ being fre- 
quently the residence of kings ; and though 
at present much less populous than some 
other places^ York continues to rank as the 
second city in England. 

It is therefore a natural consequence, that 
Eboracum has employed the pens of several 
writers, who at different times, have pre- 
sented the public with histories of a city so 
eminently distinguished; not only by it's 
ancient superiority, but by the events which 
have transpired within it's precincts ; or havo 
been ultimately connected with it s history. 

Amongst the various publications of this 
nature, Drake's Ebaracum^^ has hitherto 
stood decidedly unrivalled: and as it can 
very rarely be obtained, the author may 
venture to appeal to the best informed on 
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the subject, if a history of this city^ adapted 
to the reigning taste^ and also calculated for 
the libraries of the affluent^ has not long 
been much wanted. 

To have republished Drake's Eboracum^ 
in two vols, quarto, with elegant plates^ and 
with such additions and al terations^as circum- 
stances might demand^ was the author's ori- 
ginal design. With a view of ascertaining 
the probability of success^ in such an under- 
taking, a prospectus was issued ; but^ from 
the pressure of the times^ and the local 
nature of a great part of that laborious 
work^ the proposals did not meet with so 
extensive a patronage^ as might have been 
anticipated under more favorable circum- 
stances. 

To the several noblemen^ and other lite^ 
rary characters, who politely sanctioned that 
measure, by forwarding their names as sub- 
scribers to the work, and as patrons of it, the 
author is, however, bound most respectfully 
to tender his sincere and grateful acknow- 
ledgments, 
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Unwilling to abandon his design altogether^ 
and, havings in his capacity as editor of a 
weekly political journal^ many leisure hours^ 
in which the mind is disposed eagerly to 
embrace a change from the routine of usual 
avocations^ and some relaxation from a sub- 
ject that is not always of the most pleasing 
natdre^ the author at length concluded to 
prepare an entirely new history of Ebor^ the 
city of his residence. In performing this 
task, he certainly has been indebted to the 
preceding works; but he has incorporated 
with all the most interesting matter they 
contain^ much original information^ derived 
Arom valuable ancient manuscripts, and other 
authentic records^ as well as from the 
friendly communications of several gentle- 
men in York. 

One of these manuscripts was a private 
register of public events, commenced at a 
very early period, and continued by that 
eminent physician, Dr. White, till his de- 
cease; for the use of which, the author is 
indebted to the doctor's sister, who now re-» 



Sides in this city. Another manuscript was' 
presented to the author's Father^ by the Iat«' 
Sir John Ingilby, hart., of Ripley Castle^ in 
this county. 

From these various sources of information, 
have been derived many advantages; to 
which the writer has been able to furnish 
considerable accessions^ by personally visit- 
ing every remaining object of interest. — • 
This minute investigation ^ has also been the 
means of satisfying himself^ as to the authen-' 
ticity of all his descriptions. 

A celebrated writer remarks: The his- 
tories of a town, a nation, and a man*, are 
little more than registers of human woes.'^ 
Abstractedly considered, especially with re- 
gard to the objects of early history, such 
records are, too frequently, the painful duty 
of the historian: yet, as the same author 
observes t The convulsions of nature, and . 
the enormities of man — the war of elements, 
and the subversion of empires, are all ad- 
mirably directed, by the controling influence 
of the Deity, to the great purposes of sup- 
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porting the moral interests of the worlds and 
of impressing the heart with the truths of 
Religion/^ 

From this position^ few will dissent. Nor 
is it one of the least among the many con- 
solatory effects of the Christian Religion^ 
that^ in contemplating the barbarous scenes^ 
even of the most enlightened ages of Heathen 
idolatry^ there is much to contrast with the 
system which Christianity has introduced, 
even in the present imperfect adoption of it's 
benign principles. Much more remains for 
them yet to accomplish^ respecting which 
may be adopted the exclamation of the cele- 
brated Dr. Young : 

fVas man to live cO'eval with the SuUy 
The patriarch pupily would be learning still!** 

These lines may also be applied to the 
. discoveries, that have evolved in modern 
times, and cast a light even on ancient his* 
tory. Hence we may conceive that the re- 
volving years which have passed, since the 
former histories of York were published^ in 
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addition to the events which have occurred 
in that period^ must furnish fresh matter^ 
claiming the notice of an author^ and de- 
serving the attention of the public. 

Not fully estimating these sources of in- 
telligence, the writer originally contem- 
plated this history being published in one 
volume ; but^ in the prosecution of his work, 
both from the bulk and other circumstances, 
it has been' found most eligible to print the 
General History^ and the Description of the 
Cily^ each in a separate volume, as well as 
in distinct parts. 

This arrangement affords a material ad- 
vantage to the stranger, and even to the ci- 
tizen who may be inclined to visit any of the 
interesting objects that York now exhibits. 
The Description of the City^ which contains 
an accurate plan, being divested of the Ge^ 
neral History^ forms a volume, sufBciently 
portable to accompany the reader as a Guide j 
by which he may judge what objects are the 
most worthy of his notice. 
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The several copperplate and wood en- 
gravings dispersed throughout this work^ are 
chiefly from drawings by Mr. H. Cave^ and 
executed by some of the first artists in the 
kingdom. These will enhance it's value to 
the generality of readers, especially when 
we consider, that the mouldering hand of 
time, which has already involved in ruin 
many productions of superior art, and many 
monuments of antiquity, is still proceeding 
in it's work of desolation ! and the firm and 
stately palace, as well as the tottering ivy- 
bound ruin, must, along with ourselves, 
soon disappear beneath it's corroding power. 
Whilst we acknowledge the truth of this 
position, we cannot but confess there is a 
laudable utility in handing down to succeed- 
ing ages, correct representations of the mo- 
numents of former ingenuity ; which may 
not only excite admiration, but also serve 
as objects of future emulation. 

Independently of this view, it will be ad- 
mitted that no description impresses cn the 
imagination, so clear an idea of the peculiar 
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features of any object^ as the pencil of the 
artist. But^ the just estimation of this ad- 
vantage, which the present age exhibits^ 
precludes further observation on the sub- 
ject. 

Disencumbered of much which is not only 
purely local, but which is also uncongenial 
to the taste of most readers in modern times, 
yet containing all that is interesting, the 
author trusts the present History of York 
will gratify the admirers of antiquity, and 
every one who feels an interest respecting 
a city, which has been so conspicuous for a 
long succession of ages; and, at the same 
time, will prove an interesting historic re- 
cord to the more general observer. 

In closing this prefatory address, the 
author may safely add, that, throughout the 
whole work, he has endeavoured to divest 
himself of every political partiality, in order 
to render it acceptable to all his fellow- 
citizens, and to the public at lar>ge; on whose 
candour and liberality, he flatters himself he 
can with confidence rely ; hoping, that how- 
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ever this history may partake of the imper- 
fections of all human efforts^ it will meet with 
a favourable reception in the present day^ 
and^ at a future period^ may contribute to the 
information or amusement of many ; and 
be read with interest^ when the hand that - 
18 writing shall have mouldered into dust^ 
and long after the immortal principle by 
which it is actuated^ has departed to it's 
peaceful — it's eternal home. 



CONTENTS 
OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



SECTION I,— Page 17. 
Situation — Antiquity — Etymology — Similarity to Rom« 
— General History to the Saxon Heptarchy. 

SECTION U.—Page 45. 
From the Saxon Heptarchy, to the destruction of York^ 
by William the Conqueror. 

SECTION III.— Pa^e 71. 
From the destruction of York, by William the Conqueror, 
to the establishment of the County of the City by 
Richard II. 

SECTION l\,—Page 105. 
From the establishment of the County of the City, by 
Richard the second, to the arrival of king James, at 
York, in 1617. 

SECTION \.—Page 139. 
From 1617, to the surrender of York to the Parliament*^ 
Army, in 1644. 

SECTION Wl.—Page 189. 

Froo) the capture of York, by the Parliamenrs Army^ 
to the Rebellion, in 1745. 



xvi 



CONTENTS?. 



SECTION \n.--Page 227. 
From the RebclJion, in 1745, to tlie present time. 

SECTION \IU.— Page 307. 
Government of the City, ineliiding a List of Lord 
Mayors and Slieriflfe — Account of the Courts of Law 
hoLi in York -^Description of the City Arms — Ancient 
Custoiiis. * 



APPENDIX to Vol. I.— Page 351. 
Latest Acts of Parliament for cleansing and lighting the 
Streets — lor improving the Navigation of the river 
Ouse, &c. 

Index — List of Plates, and Errata to Vol. I. 



i^i^tore of ^otJt, 

FBOM 

THE EARLIEST JLGES 

TO THB 

PRESENT TIME. 

I ha?e leen the walls of BaldoUui— bat they wm desolate ! The fire 
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SECTION L 

Situation — Antiquity — Etymology j Similarity to Rome, 
General History to the Saxon Heptarchy* 

city or town, in the united kingdoms^ can 
present to the Author so great a variety of won- 
derful events, for enriching the page of history ; 
or exhibit to the Antiquary so many mouldering 
relies of former ages, as York, the ancient and 
venerable capital of the North, and the second 
city in the British Empire. 

It^s situation is nearly in the centre of this 
Island, at the confluence of the rivers Ouse and 
Foss, at the distance of 198 miles from London^ 
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and 201 from Edinburgh ; in one of the richest^ 
the most delightful^ and the most extensive vales 
in Europe. 

The antiquity of York is almost beyond the 
limits of calculation, and the etymology of it^s 
name can be approached, only by the dim rays 
ivhich issue from the lamp of conjecture. On 
this subject, Mr. Drake, it^s principal historian, 
makes the following observation: The ety- 
mology of the name of York, encompassed with 
such difficulties and uncertainties, must however 
be an evident token of the great antiquity of the 
place ; and, if not as old as London, it is nearly 
coeval with that city, whose derivation is as little 
understood." 

That the existence of York, as a town or city, 
may be traced higher than the days of Agricola, 
can admit of but little doubt. According to 
Monkish tradition, Ebraucus, son of Mempricius, 
the third frotn Brute, first king of Britain, 
founded a city north of the Humber, about 983 
years before the Christian tera, when David 
reigned over Judah. This place, from his own 
name, he called Kaer-Ebrauc, or the city of 
Ebraucus, and we may reasonably suppose this 
city to have been York. 
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Tradition further adds, that he there built a 
Temple, to Diana ; in which he himself sat as 
the first Arcb-flamen ; and that, after a long and 
prosperous reign over the Britons, finding the 
hour of death rapidly approaching, in the 
agonies of dissolving nature, he commanded that 
his body should be interred within the Temple 
he had erected 

Without questioning the veracity of this tra- 
dition, or the probability of the word Eboracum, 
the ancient name of York, Jiaving originated 
from such a source, the other various opinions, 
which have been entertained respecting it's de- 
rivation, will be stated. The first which we 
shall present to the reader, has been considered 
by several eminent literary characters, as the 
most probable. 

In Portugal, is a town, called Ebora — In 
Andalusia, is also Ebura ; to the former if 
you add c, which, in the language of the 
Gauls, merely denotes the diminutive, it will 
make the word Eborac ; and the last syllable um^ 

* The curious old church, in St. Helenas- Square, is 
supposed to have been that Temple. — But further notice 
will be taken of it, in the proper place. 

B2 
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being only the latin termination, completes the 
word Eboracum. Csesar and Tacitus assert, that 
several colonies of the Gauls seated themselves 
in that part of Europe; who being afterward 
driven thence by the Romans, Carthaginians, &c. 
were obliged to wander in pursuit of some other 
resting-place. Hence, it has been thought, by 
Drake, very probable that they might settle at 
York; and that, to these circumstances, this 
venerable city owes, if not it's foundation, at 
least the name of Eboracum. 

Yerstigan, in his Restitution of decayed In-^ 
telligence,'' says, the Ancient Britons, called it 
Caer-efroc ; our ancestors Eborwic, Everwic, 
and Eberwic — Eber being the Saxon for a wild 
boar, and Wic signifying a retreat ; which might 
in time be pronounced York. The forest of 
Galtres, which commenced about a mile from the 
city, and extended as far as Craike Castle, and 
Easingwold, he adds, might have been fre- 
quented by wild boars, and this city founded 
as a retreat from them ^5^. Thoresby was also of 
this opinion. Camden believes the signification 
of the word to be no more than a town or city 

^ Higden, in his PolichronicoD, says the forest of 
Galtres extended twenty miles to the north-west. 
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situated on the river Eure. Leland supposes 
Eure to have been one of the rivers of Isis, vul- 
garly called Ouse; and hence to have been 
named Isure-wick, Yorewic, and lastly, York. 

May not, however, the word York come from 
the Latin word Urica, alluding to the watery si- 
tuation, i^nd the sudden overflowing of the river 
Ouse? This stream, frequently rushing down like 
a mighty torrent, and rising above it's banks, 
overflows the surrounding country ; though in 
the greater part of the city, the speedy and 
bold ascent of the ground, prevents the munda- 
tion from extending many feet from the usua| 
course of the river. 

The history of the whole island being very 
dark and dubious, previous to the landing of the 
Romans, on the Kentish shore, the history of this 
city must be involved in the same uncertainty ; 
particularly as Ca?sar did not proceed so far 
as York, and therefore gives no account of it. 
In favour of the latter etymology, however, we 
may recollect that about the year 79, Agri- 
cola, the Roman governor, having completed the 
conquest of the Brigantes, preferred the situation 
of Eboracum to that of Iseur, then the capital of 
the kingdom; on which account he laid the 
(bundation of it's future greatness. 
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Whether the city now retains any of it's 
origisal fomiy or was completely re-modelled 
by Agricola, is immaterial to the present sub- 
ject ; but, it is worthy of remark, that the simi- 
larity of York to Rome is rendered very striking; 
by the circumstance of the Ebor, now called the 
Oose, running directly through the city. Hence, 
also, York was more capable of augmenting it's 
commercial concerns, than Isurium, which was 
situated near the river Ure; and also of fur- 
nishing the Romans, who were peculiarly partial 
to their hot and cold baths, with an ample supply 
of water. Here then, doubtless, was the cause of 
preference; and hence it might receive a name 
indicative of it^s situation ; for, although Urica 
and York are not exactly the same^ if we recollect 
the Romans were succeeded by the Saxons, the 
difference may be purely dialectic 

In a small work, entitled ^< Itineraire Instructif 
de Rome, en faveur des Est rangers, par M. A'asi," 
is a map of the ancient city of Rome; which* 
when compared with a plan of York, exhibits a 
very striking resemblance. In other respects, the 
Roman origin of York is very evident; for it 
displays the same political lineaments as Rome, 
though on a smfiUer scale — It possessed an im^ 
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perial piJace and a tribunal — H had the same ma- 
gistracy, and was governed by the same mii^re of 
civil and «ii)hary power, as the parent city, of 
which it may have been considered an epitome. 

Little is known respecting York,^ for many 
years after the conquest of Agricola A. D. 79; 
it is however certain, that the emperor Adrian, 
having reduced Britain to obedience, returned to 
Borne, where he struck coin, inscribed on the 
ireverse, ^* Kestitvtor Britanniae." 

In the year 150,according to the Itinerary of An- 
toninus, this city was one of the greatest and most 
foonsid^rable stations in the province. Under the 
government of Marcus Aure|ius, the British king 
Lucius embraced Christianity ; being the first 
^crowned head in the world who became a convert to 
the religion of our blessed Redeemer: aqd, though 
ire are not informed that this prince resided in 
York, yet it seems highly probable ; as his fether 
Coilus lived, died, and was buried in this city. 
Lucius was the last of the line of Brute, which 
family is stated to have retained the sovereignty 
pf this island for many i^euturies. After the death 
of Lucius, many claims for succession to the crown 
were made ; and hence arose a civil war^ which 
raged in the country during 1^ years. 
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In the reign of the emperor Commodus^ who 
succeeded his father Antoninus^ in 180^ the Ca« 
ledonians took up arms^ attacked and cut in 
pieces the Roman army* They then ravaged 
the country as far as York; but the emperor 
immediately sent over Marcel^us Ulpius5 ^ho 
successfully opposed them. 

Severus, in the year 207, and ip the thirteenth 
of his reign, finding that York was besieged by 
the Britons, under Fulgenius, a Scythian general^ 
whom they had drawn oyer to their assistance, 
undertook an expedition into Britain, accomr 
p«(nie4 by his two sons, Caracalla and Geta, his 
wbple court, and a numerous army. The in-r 
vaders being soon apprised of his approach, raised 
the siege and retired north of Adrian's wall; 
whither the emperor, with Caracalla, and a great 
force, proceeded, leaving Geta in York, to ad- 
minister justice. jSeverus was then 60 years old, 
and so infirm as tp require carrying on a horse* 
litter, yet be bravely overcame hii^ enemiesu 
This expedition is^ however, s^id to have cost 
him 50,000 men not by the enemy alone, but by 
their exertions united with the barrenness of the 
country, and the consequent hardships his army 
had to encounter. 
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Dion, the Roman historian, further informs us, 
that knowing be could not trust the Caledonians, 
Severus took hostages of them, and ordered a 
strong stone wall to be built, above 80 miles in 
length, on the place where Adrian had thrown 
up his rampart of earth. The emperor leaving 
his son Caracalla to complete the wall, returned 
to York, where he stamped upon his coin the 
title of " Britanicys Maximvs,*' as conqueror of 
the whole island. 

He lived more than three years in the Pr»* 
torian palace of this city ; where he and Cara- 
calla gave judgment, even in common cases, as 
in that of Sicilia, respecting the right of pos- 
sessing i^laves or servanta;. This rescript, to 
the great credit of the city, is still preserved in 
the Code, dated from the Praetorium, with the 
names of the consuls of that year. 

Drake supposes the Prsetorian palace occupied 
the whole space of ground, extending from 
'Christ's church, through all the houses and gar- 
dens on the east side of Goodramgate and SU 
Andrew's-gate, through the Bedern to Aldwark. 
The royal baths would, in all probability, occupy 
a considerable part of this extent. 

It was during this residence of Severn^, t|;at 
'f>ur city shone in it's full splendour. The prq- 
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digious concourse of tributary kings^ foreign iiuit 
bassadors^ and other persons of distinction, who 
crowded the court of the sovereigns of the worlds 
at this period, when the Roman empire was near 
the zenith of it's power ; in addition to the em* 
peror's own magniGcence, his numerous retinue, 
the noblemen of I^ome^ or the oflScers of the 
army, all which would necessarily attend him ; 
must have exajted Ebqracum nearly to the summit 
of sublunary grandeur. 

In this emperor's reign, a temple, dedicated tq 
Pellona, the goddess of war, was standing at 
York ; and Camden remarks, that Seyerus, oo 
entering the city, being desirous to sacrifice to 
the gods, was met by an ignorant augur, who 
led him, by mistake, to this temple ; which, in 
those days, was considered as ominous of the 
emperor's death* Drake believes this temple to 
have stood without Boptham-Bar ; but, in what 
exact situation, none can tell — Before the temple, 
stood a small column, called the martial pillar, 
whence a spear was thrown, when war was de« 
clared against an enemy, 

A little before this great emperor closed 
his earthly career, his tranquillity was again 
disturbed by the Caledonians, who attacked the 
Roman garrisons on the frontiers. This so ex? 
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asperated him, that he sent qut liis legions, wUl| 
positive orders to put every man, woman, and 
child, tp the sword; but his own dissolution 
averted the accpn^plishment of this cruel mandate. 

On his death-bed be addressed his sons, r^ 
specting their future conduct, in thes^ words: 

I leave you 4 firm and steady gQvernment, if 
you follow my steps, and prove what you ought 
to be ; but, weak and tottering, if you reject my 
counsel: Let every part of yQur conduct tend to 
each other's good-p-Cherish thespldiery, and then 
you may despise the rest pf mankind. I found 
the republic dii^turbed, and every where dis- 
tracted ; but, to you I leave it firm and tranquil." 
Then turning to his attendants, he said — I have 
been all, and yet am now no better for it!" al- 
luding to his great exaltation, and the little which 
it could now do for him. JHe next called for the 
urn, in which his ashes were intended to be 
deposited ; and, earnestly looking at it, said : 

Thou shalt hold what the whole world could 
scarcely contain !" soon after which, he calmly 
breathed his last, February dth, anno 212. 

According to the custom among the Romans, 
of burning their dead, his remains were taken to 
the three large hills, about a mile and a half west 
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of this city, and near the village of Holdgate ; oit 
one of which, it is supposed, the last obsequies 
were performed to the deceased emperor. 
The ceremony is th us described by a late author : 
The remains of the emperor, clothed in military 
dress, were brought put by the soldiers, and laid 
on a magnificent pile, erected for the purpose, in 
all the pomp of martial parade. His sons then 
applied to the pile a lighted torch ; and, whei| 
the flames ascended, the young princes, oflScers^ 
and soldiers, rode three times round it." 

Virgil, thus elegantly describes this funeral 
fceremony among the Bomans : 

*^ Ter circum accensos cincti fulgentib^s armis 
Decurrere rogos ; ter mcestumj'uneris ignem 
Lustravere in equis.^^ 



Then thrice around the burning pile they ran. 
Clad in bright armour. Thrice Uie mournful flame. 
On horseback they encompassed/' 

From th^ performance of this ceremony, it is 
yery evident those hills received, and have eveif 
since retained, the name of Severus^s Hills; as th<e 
general appearance of the surrounding country,^ 
notwithstanding the opinion of Mr. Drake, shows 
them to be natural, and not the effect of art or 
labour. 
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According to history, the ashes of Severus were 
collected, conveyed in a golden urn to Rome, 
and there deposited. 

On the death of Severus, his two sons jointly 
assumed the sovereign power ; but the elder of 
them, Caracalla, a man of vile disposition, per- 
ceiving that his half-brother, Geta, had a powerful 
party in the army, on a slight pretence of mutiny, 
ordered 20,000 soldiers, whom he considered 
as Geta's friends, to be put to death ; and with 
his own hands murdered Geta, even in the arms 
of her who gave him life. He then married 
his mother-in-law, and caused the death of Pa- 
pinian, his father^s friend, for having refused to 
excuse his diabolical deeds ; all which are be- 
lieved to have been perpetrated in the city of 
Eboraeum. After disgracing the capital with 
these and other abominable crimes, this monster 
returned to Rome. 

From tlie departure of Caracalla, a consider- 
able period elapsed, without any occurrence of 
importance at York, though the sixth legion con- 
tinued in their old quarters in this city. During 
that period of repose, it is believed, the Roman 
soldiers greatly improved the country, by cutting 
down wood, draining the marshy places, and 
forming those noble roads and streets, the re* 
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mains of which, are evident to the present gene- 
ration : and York is the only point, at which any 
Soman station in the North of England can, with 
certainty, be fixed. 

After nearly a century had elapsed from the 
departure of Caracalla, and in the reign of the 
emperor Dioclesian, Carausius, who had been 
sent to guard the Belgic coasts, landed in 
Britain, got himself proclaimed emperor at York^ 
and, for his own security, entered into a league 
with the Picts and Scots. By their assistance he 
overcame Quintus Bassianus, who was sent, by 
Dioclesian, to dispossess him. It is however be- 
lieved that Carausius was slain at York, by his 
friend Alectus ; who appears, from his coin, to 
have immediately assumed the same authority. 

Alectus reigned until the Roman emperor, Con- 
stantius, surnamed Chlorus, landed in Britain ; 
by whom Alectus himself was slain, and the pro-^ 
vince reduced to it^s former obedience. It is re- 
markable that those two usurpers, Carausius and 
Alectus, were both of plebeian race. It is even 
said that Alectus had been a whitesmith, and was 
slain with a sword of his own making. 

Constantius, though but a senator of Bome, in 
the reign of Aurelian, was of imperial descent, 
and married Helena^ the daughter of a British 
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king. The israe of this marriage was Constantine 
the Great, who, it is asserted, was born in York, 
about the year 272. This is a dark period of the 
Roman history in Britain ; and, hence many 
doubts are entertained, and various opinions held 
on the subject. It is, however, clear, that about 
307, Constantius, his father, died in the impe- 
rial palace bene, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign ; after which, the ceremony of deification 
wasccmferred upon him, with all the splendour of 
Roman pageantry. In this ceremony, an eagle, 
the king of birds, was always confined near the 
summit of the funeral pile, prepared for the de**' 
ceased. When the whole was on a blaze, the eagle 
was liberated ; and, as an emblem of the soul, 
soared beyond the reach of human eye, followed 
only by the smoke of the consuming pile, and 
the enthusiastic shouts and prayers of an in- 
numerable and admiring multitude. 

It being customary with the Romans, to strike 
medals in remembrance of their departed so- 
vereigns, several were struck on this occasion, 
which have the head of the emperor, velatum 
etlaureatum; and this inscription: Divo Cox- 
sTANTio Pio'' — On the reverse, is an altar, with 
an eagle on each side of it, holding a label in 
their beaks, between them, inscribed Mi:moria 
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Felix." These medals^ commemorative of so re^* 
markable an event as the last ceremony of apo- 
theosis, in the Roman state, may yet be met with 
in the cabinets of the curious; but where the 
ashes of Constantius were deposited^ has not been 
clearly ascertained. 

Constantine the Great, who was then saluted 
emperor, and inveeited with the purple robe, 
in his father's palace, in York, is said to have 
very reluctantly accepted the imperial honours. 
Hence we may perhaps be allowed to infer, that 
humility was one of the leading virtues of that 
noble mind, which afterward embraced the glo- 
rious doctrines of Christianity, and fed the flame 
of Christian charity, at a time when the Boman 
power extended over most of the known world — 
when tributary kings were dwelling at his courts 
and foreign ambassadors were soliciting his fa- 
vour. With what peculiar splendour must this 
ancient city have then shone, in the civilized 
world ! — Splendour, too dazzling long to remain 
unsullied in this changing state of being; and 
which the mind may more easily conceive, than 
the most flowery language can describe. 

Till the twentieth year of the reign of Con^ 
Btantine, the Britons remained quiet ; but, in that 
year^ Octavius, their king, rebelled ; and, being 



CITY OF YORK* 33 

vanquished by the Romans* was obliged to fly 
to the king of Scotland, for assistance. The Ro- 
man general demanded Octavius as a rebel, but 
was refused, and a war ensued. The Romans ' 
were defeated, and the city of York was taken 
possession of by the Scots, who caused Octavius 
to be crowned there, king of all Britain. This 
was no sooner accomplished, than, unmindful of 
past favours^ Octavius disputed the right of his 
benefactors, the Picts and Scots, to that part of 
the country which had been allotted to them by 
Carausius ; and called a council at York, in order 
to devise means for dispossessing them of it. The 
king of Scotland having heard of his design^ 
marched suddenly against his ungrateful ally, 
and obliged him to flee into Norway. 

Soon after this event, Constantine, for the 
better government of his dominions, divided them 
into four prefectures, which contained under 
them fourteen provinces. Britain then became 
subject to Gaul, and was subdivided into three 
parts; the greatest district of the island still 
having York for it's metropolis. Constantine 
MOon after left Britain, and even Europe, re- 
moving the seat of empire to Byzantium now 
Constantinople. From this period we may date 
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the decline of the Roman power in Britainv 
and of that superiority which fixed on our ett}''^ 
the attention of the world, and, perhaps it may 
"be correctly added, which excited the envy of 
surrounding nations. 

Constantine died in the year 337 ; and though 
the Romans continued to hold their sway in 
Britain, for near a century after this event, their 
writers afford but scanty materials for illustrating 
the History of York. The Sixth legion, which 
was honoured with the title of Victrix,'' or 
^ Conquering,'^ remained in their old quarters 
in this city, until the final desertion of the island 
by the Romans. This legion was brought out of 
Germany, by the emperor Adrian, and it's station 
in York, may easily be traced for a period of 
more than 300 years. During this time, though 
frequently ordered on various expeditions, the 
soldiers left their wives and children here, as 
their settled home. 

The Ninth legion was also stationed at Y^ork, 
but is generally believed to have been early 
broken and incorporated with the Sixth. In the 

History of Knaresbrough and the surrounding 
Country," the following interesting account is 
introduced, on describing Ribston-Hall, &c. : In 
the chapel-yard, is a very curious sepulchral 



uaonumerit of a statidanN bearer of the Ninth Ro- 
man legioiij which was dug up in Trinity-gardens^ 
near Mick legate, in York, in the year 1686.'' 
The following is a correct representation of 




^* III Ilia righl hand is the ensigti uj a i^obort ( 
ftnd, in his left, a measure for corn** It was com* 



* Carn was part oi a Iloinan soldier's pay. 
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nunicated to the public, by Mr. Thoresby, in the 
Philosophical Transactions, and thence inserted 
in the late edition of Cambden^s Britannia. The 
inscription includes the name and office of the 
person; and, the usual abbreviation, H. 8. EL for 
Hie Situs Est ; i. e. Here is placed." 

How chanureable is the course of all human 
events ! Misery and wretchedness succeeded the 
glory and magnificence which had signalized 
Eboracum. The removal of the seat of empire 
no doubt greatly reduced the splendour of our 
once august city; and it's declining greatness 
must have received a most severe shock, when 
the Romans left the country ; for they drained 
the island of it's ablest Britons. The Picts 
and Scots, availing themselves of the feeble 
and defenceless state in which the natives were 
left, rushed from their recesses, and drove the 
remaining inhabitants of Britain before them, as 
chaff before the wind. York, on all former 
occasions, having been the place where the Bar- 
barians met the most severe repulses, undoubt- 
edly had a considerable share in the general 
calamity ; though respecting our city just at this 
period, history observes a profound silence. 
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* The British princes, in the year 430, found that 
they could no longer expect assistance from the 
Romans; and^ at length, after making many 
fruitless attempts to repel the Picts and Scots^ 
they engaged the Saxons to aid their exertions in 
withstanding their powerful enemies^ The latter 
having subdued all the country north of the 
Humber, and rendered York little short of a 
heap of ruins, were attacked, and defeated with 
great slaughter, in the year 4S0, near this 
^^^Yf Hengist, the Saxon general. He also 
re-took York and all the country on this side 
the river Tees ; after which, he retired with his 
army into the city, and remained here inactive 
some time. 

Yortigern, the British king, was however so 
well pleased with the Saxons, after they had de- 
feated the invaders, as to allow them to continue 
in the island ; and he even consented that Hengist^ 
the Saxon general, should invite over more of 
I^is countrymen. Along with them came Bowena, 
the daughter of Hengist. Yortigern soon after 
divorced his queen, and married this lady ; from 
which event, appears to have resulted the com- 
plete ruin of the ancient British people. 
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Hengist had pretended that he was averse to 
the marriage of his daughter with Vortigern ; 
who, desirous of obtaining her, had been in- 
duced to invest Hengist with the sovereignty of 
Kent. The Saxon general having previously 
conceived the design of subjecting the BritonSj^ 
was prompt in availing himself of so favourable 
an event, and soon found an excuse for effecting 
a further importation of his own people. The 
Britons now began to suspect the treacherous 
conduct of their allies; and sent lor Aureliii^ 
Ambrosius, pripce of Armorica^, to defend them 
against it. Hengist, hearing of their embasflfy^ 
sent his son Octa, to secure all the northern 
fortresses. This cruel prince, on his arrival at 
York, feigned accusations against many of the 
leading characters in the city and surrounding 
country, charging them with a design to betray 
their countrymen, into the hands of those enemlea 

* Amiortc«, cities of Celtic Gau), were famous for the 
warlike, rebellious, and inconstant disposition of the in- 
habitants, called ^nnortct. Armorica extended be- 
tween the rivers Liger and Sequana, and comprehendecl 
those rich and populous provinces, now ca]le4 Britasy 
and Normandy. — Lempriere. 
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whom the Slaxons had defeated ; and^ under this 
pretence, put many of them to delith. 

The Britons, rouised by this cruel act, with 
Yortimer, son of Yortigern, at their head, at- 
tacked the Saxons, before the arrival of Am- 
brosius, and defeated them in four successive 
jbattles. Ambrosius however soon arrived, and, 
in contending with him, Hengist was killed at 
Coningsborough ^, after an obstinate and bloody 
battle ; and his two sons, Octa and Eosa, fled, 
titf^ forjner to York, and the latter to Isurium, 
now A)()bi)rgh. Ambrosius pursued bis victory, 
^4 ajrrjyjng before York, in 466, summoned 
Octa to surrender. Alarmed at the defeat and 
death of his father, be with bis principal captains, 
each carrying a chain in his hand, and dust upon 
his head, came out of the city, and submitted to 
the victor. Octa, on surrendering bimself to Am- 
brosius, addressed him in these words : My gods 
are vanquished ; and I doubt not but the sovereign 
power is in your God, who has compelled so 
many noble persons to come before you, in 

* A village five miles from Doncaster, at which are the 
remans of a large and strong castle, of very high an- 
tiquity ; and also a tumulus, said to have been raised 
pirer ihe body of Hengist. 
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this suppliant manner; be pleased, therefore, 
to accept of us, and this chain — If you do not 
think us fit objects of your clemency, we here 
present ourselves ready to be fettered^ and are 
willing to undergo any punishment of which 
you shall judge us worthy." 

This humble address had so much effect upon 
the conqueror, that he granted them all free 
pardon. Eosa, encouraged by his brother's sue* 
cess, repaired to York, surrendered himself tQ 
Ambrosius, and was likewise pardoned. The 
generous victor even assigned them the country, 
bordering on Scotland, for their residence, and 
made a firm league with them. 

In the same year, Ambrosius summoned all 
the princes and nobility in the kingdom, to ap- 
pear at York. When they were assembled, he 
directed the speedy restoration of the Christian 
church and it's worship, which the heathenish 
Saxons had every where suppressed, and de- 
stroyed ; and encouraged the work by under- 
taking to rebuild the metropolitical church at 
York, and all the churches in the province. 

In 490^ Uter, surnamed Pendragon, succeeded 
his brother Ambrosius, as sovereign. In the 
commencement of his reign, Octa and Eosii^ 
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tevolted, and wasted all the country from the 
borders of Scotland nearly to York, which city 
they invested. The Briti.sh king immediately 
coming to if s relief, defeated the two princes, who 
were taken captive and committed to prison. 

Arthur, aged only 18, was, in the year 516, 
crowned king of Britain ; and Octa and Eosa, 
having escaped out of prison, fled home^ and re* 
turning with a strong force, again made them- 
selves masters of the northern parts of the king- 
dom. Arthur, notwithstanding his youth, at- 
tacked the two brothers, and defeating them in 
several battles, obliged Colgrin, one of their 
commanders, to shut himself up in York, whither 
the British king marched to besiege him. Arthur 
however soon learning that Baldolph, Colgrin^s 
brother, with 6,000 men, had arrived within ten 
miles of York, for the purpose of relieving him^ 
despatched 600 horse and 3,000 foot ; which force 
entirely routed the Saxons. 

Baldolph, being thus disappointed, shaved his 
head and beard, put on the habit of a minstrel, 
and with a harp in his hand, approached the 
walls of York. On being discovered by the cen- 
tinels, he was drawn up, during the night, and 
taken to his brother. All now seemed desperate; 
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escape presenting itself to them as the only 
means of preservation^ when news unexpectedly 
arrived^ that great reinforcements had landed 
from Germany; and^ having defeated a force 
sent to oppose them, were proceeding to York, 
Thi9 circumstance revived their hopes; and Ar- 
]thur being advised not to hazard a battle in 
winter^ raised the siege^ and retired to London, 
anno 520. 

The following summer, Arthur gained a de- 
cisive yiptory over the Saxons, slaying 90,000 
of them on Baden- Hijls, including all the Saxon 
generals, and the flower of their army. — The city 
of York wast in consequence, delivered up ^ 
him, immediately pn bis approach. 

Arthur next undeirtpql^ ap expedition into Scot- 
land ; but, was dissuaded from prosecuting his 
design, by the interposition of several bishops, 
who urged that it was not lawfql for Christians, 
on any pretence, to shed the blood of theic 
brethren. Whatever allowance may be due for 
the times in which Arthur lived, yet, wbp can- 
not but deeply regret, that a potentate who 
could so listen to the voice of Reason and of 
Christianity, should shortly after disgrace the 
religion of Jesus, by scenes which may, without 
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injusticcf, be ranked amongst the barbarous 
rites of pagan idolatry ? Having abandoned his 
dreadful purpose^ which was no less than the 
entire destruction of Scotland^ Arthur came 
back to Yorkj and like AmbrQsiu$, commenced 
febuilding those Churches, which the Saxons 
l)ad destroyed. He likewise paid attention to 
ecclesiastical regulations; and the nobility who 
had been driven out of th^ cHy, were imme-' 
diately restored to their possessions and former 
lionours. 

' The same year, 521, this great monarch, an4 
his clerg}'j| with all his nobility and soldiers^ 
celebrated, in this city, the nativity of Christ — 
not by holy conyersatioq and devout exercises; 
but, as already hinted, in the spirit of heathenish 
revelry, with feasting and mirth ; in wantonness 
and many excessest How inconsistent with the 
meek spirit and pure doctrines of our Divine 
master ! This was the first Christnms festival ever 
held in Britain ; and hence our present custoni 
originated. 

After all his conquests, Arthur was slain ia 
a rebellion of his subjects, and by the hands 
of l)is own nephew, in the year 542. Di^sentiofis 
now arose amongst the j^ritish princes. The 
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Saxons^ taking advantage of them^ gained an 
entire conquest over all parties^ and drove the 
miserable remains of those Britons^ who would 
not submit to their yoke^ to seek an asylum 
among the Cambrian mountains, anno 547. The 
Saxons having obtained complete possession of 
England^ divided the country into seven shares, 
ittyled the Heptarchy, over each of which was 
a presiding monarch* 
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From ike Saxon Heptarchy^ to the destruction of 
Yorkj by William the Conqueror. 



the division made by the Saxons, York 
became the capital of Northumbria, which was 
by much the most considerable kingdom of the 
Heptarchy ; containing all the northern part of 
England from the Humber mouth, and extending 
to St. Johnston, in Scotland. This country, though 
it had been separated by Octa, the son of Hen- 
gist, into two part3, Deira and Bernicia, was 
now governed by the Saxon king, Ida. He 
left two sons, between whom he divided his 
dominions ; giving the former to Ella, and the 
latter to Adda. By this division, York became 
the capital of Deira only. This district in- 
cluded all Yorkshire, Lancashire, Durham, West- 
morland, Cumberland, and some parts of North- 
umberland ; though afterward the country be- 
tween the German ocean, the Humber, and the 
Derwent, now the East- Riding of Yorkshire^ 
bore that appellation. 
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In 617^ we find Edwin the Great was kidg 
of Deira. He re-united Bernicia and Deira, 
and became Grand Monarch of the Anglo Saxons* 
During his reign^ the royal residence certainly 
was at York ; and here he formed a code of 
salutary laws^ which long kept the country in 
profound peace. William of Malmsbury^ speak- 
ing of him, says 2 <^ Not only the English, Scots, 
Picts, &e., but all the British islands, dreaded 
his arms, and adored his grandeur." 

Edwin's power and virtues, however, could not 
protect him from the malevolence of wicked 
men. In 626, an unsuccessful attempt was made 
to assassinate him at his summer retreat, for*- 
merly a Roman station, called Derventio, about 
seven miles from York. In 633, Penda, the 
pagan king of Mercia, joined with Cadwallo, the 
British king of Wales, to destroy the Christians 
and Saxons. Edwin met them at Heaven field, 
a village near Doncaster, since corrupted to 
Hatfield, and in a most bloody battle lost his 
crown and life. His head was buried in the 
porch of his own church, St. Gregory's, at York ; 
but the other part of his remains, was deposited 
in the monastery at Whitby. 
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After this battle, the victors ravaged the 
kingdom of Nortbumbria, and York, it's capital^ 
in a most dreadful manner. Edwin's only son 
being slain with his father^ Osrick and Anfrid, 
the two nearest relatives of Edwin, were chosen 
kings of Deira and Bernicia. The former im- 
mediately ventured to besiege Cadwallo, in this 
city ; but the Welsh king sallied out, defeated 
his forces, and slew Osrick. Anfrid, Osrick's 
brother, without delay proceeded to York, with 
the intention of treating for peace ; but instead 
of obtaining the desired object, he was there 
cruelly and treacherously put to death by the 
Welsh king, in 634. 

Oswald, another brother, and the successor of 
Anfrid, revenged his death; for coming unex- 
pectedly upon Cadwallo, he destroyed him 
and all his army. Oswald now became sole 
monarch of the Northumbrians, and fixed his 
imperial residence at York, where he reigned, 
greatly beloved by his subjects. Penda, king 
of Mercia, however, soon declared war against 
him ; and having slain Oswald, in a battle at 
Oswalstree, in Shropshire, in 642, that barbarous 
monarch ordered his dead body to be torn in 
pieces. 
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From this period^ to the reign of Egbert^ no 
event of particular interest occurred in York; 
though it continued to be the metropolis of the 
northern kingdom ; and^ with it's rulers^ expe- 
rienced various changes and revolutions. 

The Danes had made several descents upon 
this Island^ but had been uniformly driven back 
to their ships. In the year 800, this fierce and 
warlike people, observing divisions amongst the 
Saxons, over whom Egbert ruled, again invaded 
the country; but were repulsed^ though not 
before great loss had been sustained on each side, 
and York had suffered considerably. 

In 867, the Northumbrians revolted against 
flthelred^ sole monarch of England, and chose 
Osbert for their king. This prince kept his 
court and resided at York. Calling one day, on 
his return from hunting, at the house of Bruem 
Bocard, one of his earls, a guardian of the sea 
coast against the irruptions of the Danes, and 
finding that nobleman from home, Osbert, by 
force, violated his lady, a most beautiful and in- 
teresting woman. The countess highly resented 
this vile conduct, and acquainted her lord with 
the outrage, on his return. 
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Anxious to chastise even his sovereign, for 
such base conduct ; the earl, with several friends, 
^paired to York ; and, after disclaiming future 
obedience, boldly bade defiance to Osbert. By 
their exertions, a revolution was soon effected, and 
Ella, a favourite with the people, was proclaimed 
king. The power of the two sovereigns, for some 
time, continued so nearly equal, that Bruern, the 
insulted nobleman, determined to apply for fo- 
reign aid, to effect the final destruction of Osbert ; 
and, .with this design, invited the king of Den- 
mark to invade the country. 

The Danes soon landed in England ; and, 
having burnt and destroyed many towns with their 
inhabitants, on the Holderness coast, marched 
towards York. Osbert was preparing to meet 
them, lind had also applied to Ella, his rival in 
sovereignty, to assist him in opposing the in- 
vaders. Ella agreed to the proposal ; but, Os- 
bert, impatient of delay, sallied out of York, and 
so vigorously attacked the Danes, that victory 
seemed ready to declare in his favour ; but in 
the issue, after great slaughter, he was defeated, 
and lost his life. 

The gates of York were now opened to the 
Danes^ who entered the city, to refresh them- 

D 
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selves ; but, finding that Ella was advancing with 
his forces, they went to meet him ; attackeU, 
and entirely routed his army, and slew the 
king : though some accounts state Ella to have 
been taken prisoner, and ttayed alive. Hoveden 
says the battle was fought March 21st, 867, and 
represents this city to have suffered much on the 
occasion. 

Asser Menevensis describes the su^erings of 
the inhabitants in the following words : By the 
j^eneraFs cruel orders, they knocked down all 
the boys, young and old men, they met with in 
the city, and cut their throats— Matrons and 
virgins were ravished at pleasurer^Th^. husband 
and wife, either dead or dying, were tossed to- 
gether — The infant, snatched from it's mother's 
breast, was carried to the threshold, and there 
left butchered at it's parents' door, to make the 
general outcry more hideous." 

The Danes having thus wrested Northum- 
bria from the Saxons, after they had possessed 
it about 300 years ; Hinguar, the Danish chieftain, 
gave the command of it to his brother, Hubba, 
appointing him also governor of York. Whilst 
the two brothers extended their conquests south- 
ward^ a Danish officer, named Godram^^ was ap- 
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pointed deputy-goyernor of the city, and ^ gar- 
rison was left Under bis command. Drake sup- 
poses Goodramgate to have receired it's name 
from the circumstance of this officer having re- 
sided in that str^eet* 

In 870, Hinguar and Hubba, I'eturned to York, 
and constituted Egbert, a Saxon devoted to their 
service, king of Northumbrian Spelman says, 
the Danish generals, with their whole army, then 
resided at York, and indulged themselves in the 
greatest enormities against the peaceable inha^ 
bitantsn Egbert, however, was soon deposed ; 
and Rl^idge, a Dane, was proclaimed king. — 
This so enraged the populace in the city, that 
they rose, murdered the Dane, and restored 
Egberts His second reign was also of short du- 
ration ; for the Danes, increasing in power, di- 
vided the kingdom of Northumbria amongst three 
of their own officers. 

In 877, Sithrick, a Dane, and Nigell, his bro- 
ther, reigtied beyond the Tyne; and Reginald 
who was also of Danish extraction, governed the 
city of York, with all the country between the 
rivers Tyne and Htimber. These kings wer^ 
afterward obliged to- submit to the victorious 
Athelstan, the successor to Edward; but wer^ 

D2 



62 MtStORY or THE 

permitted to reign, his tributary princes. He 
even gave his daughter in marriage to Sithrick^ 
on condition that he would turn christian. 

After the death of Sithriek, his sons, Godfrey 
and Anlaflf, jealous for their pagan deities, stirred 
up a rebellion amongst the Danes, and by that 
means, drew upon them the indignation of Athel- 
stan. He attacked and took the city of York, 
and reduced the whole of Northumbria,^ except 
the castle of York, which was very strong and 
well garrisoned with Danish soldiers. 

The two Danish princes fled, one into Scot- 
land, and the other into Ireland ; whence they 
returned in tlie year 937, with a great force of 
Irish, Scotch, ami Welsh soldiers. They entered 
the Humber, with a fleet of 600 sail; landed 
their forces ; and, in the absence of Athelstan, 
marched to Yorki. On hearing that the king 
was approaching the city, they went out to meet 
him. A bloody engagement ensued, at Brom- 
ford ; where,, after slaying Constantine, king of 
Scotland, five petty kings of Ireland and Walesy 
and twelve general ofiieers, Athelstan gained a 
complete victory, destroyed their wliole army,, 
and, proceeding to York, razed the castle to ther 
ground^ to prevent future rebellion. 
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This prince died soon afterward without issue, 
iftnd was succeeded jn the crown of England, by 
Edmund, eldest son of Edward, the predecessor 
of Athelstan ; whose tender age iuduced the inha- 
bitants of Northumbria again to rebeL For that 
purpose, they inyited AolajfT ouce more to return 
from Ireland^ whither he had fled* The in- 
vitation was accepted^ and AnlaflT applied to 
Olaus, king of Norway, for assistance, promising 
him a large sum of money, should tbeir joint ea- 
deavours be crowned with success. On this con- 
dition Olaus sent a considerable force, with 
which, Aiilaflf marched to York ; and the gates 
of the city being immediately thrown open, the 
wholje of Northumbria submitted to his arms* 

Not content with this success, AnlafT proceeded 
to attack the kingdom of Mercia. Edmund, 
then only 17 years of age, opposed bim at 
Chester ; and after one obstinate battle, in which 
neither of them could claim the victory, a peace 
was concluded, through the mediation of the two 
Archbishops of York and Canterbury. By this 
treaty, Edmund gave up all the country north of 
the Roman highway, which divides England 
uito two equal parts. 

P3 
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Another revolution soon took place ; for the 
Northumbrians having sent for Reginald^ the 
nephew of AnlafT, crowned him king at York, 
Anlaff prepared for resistance ; but Edmupd in^. 
terfering, with a powerful army, stipulated , that 
Reginald should keep the crown of Bernicia^ 
and AnlafT retain that of Deira ; but he obliged 
them both to swear fealty to him^ and to turn 
christians, l?he ceremony of baptism was, on 
this Qccasiop, performed in the cathedral, by 
Wolstan, the archbishop of York. 

In 944, they re?cpin|neqced hostilities. Ed-^i 
mund again succe^fu|ly opposed them ; obliged 
both immediately to quit the island, and became 
sole monarch of England. Edmupd dying in- 
946, was succeeded by Edred his brother^ During 
this reign, Anlaff was once more invited to the 
country, and again obtained possession of York<| 
imd the whole of Northumbria, which he retained 
four years. At the expiration of this time, ano"*. 
ther revolt occurred ; Anlaff was deposed, and 
Erie proclaimed king in hi^ stead. 

This occasioned a civil war, between the friendi^ 
of Eric and those of Anbff. Edred embraced 
the opportunity which this division presented^ 
apd marching against the contending parties^ 
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subdued them^ and obliged Eric to flee into 
Scotland. Enraged at the rebellious conduct of 
the jpeopl^> Edred threatened to destroy the whole 
country ilith fire ami svrord, and even com- 
menced the execution of ht^ threat, by burning 
the monastrry> &c;in the town of Ripon ; but he 
soon relehtM, pardoned the bffeiiding people, 
and having recalled Eric to York, placed him 
on the throne of Northumbria, w itiiout imposing 
finy tribute. 

No sooner bad Ed red left the city, than the 
panes sallied after him, and . furiously attacked 
(lis forces, at Castlefonl, but were repulsed ; and 
Bdred returned, to chastise them for their in- 
gratitude. 

The inhabitants of York, to save themselves 
from his just indignation, renounced Eric, and 
put him to death* They also slew A mac, the 
son of AnlafT, these princes having bi^en the 
principal instigators of their base and treacherous 
conduct. The resentment of the king was so far 
appeased by these measures, that he spared the 
city, though he levied heavy contributions on the 
people. He also dissolved their Uionarchial go- 
vernment, and reduced Northumbria from a 
kingdom to an earldom ; York being it's capital^ 

D 4 
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and consequently the place of residence for the 
earls ot Northumbria, 

This waa a very politic step in Edred^ anc( 
contributed much to the establishment of peace^ 
The Northumbrian- Danes were naturally of a 
turbulent spirit; but English governors kept 
them so much in awe, that, during a long suc-> 
cession of wars between the Saxon and Danish 
lyings, they secured tranquillity in the North. 
York continued the capital of the earldom, till 
the division of the kingdom into shjres^ 

Osulph, an Anglo-Saxon, or Englishman, was 
the first earl appointed by Edred. In the suc«> 
ceeding reign, Edgar commanded Oslac to join 
Osulph in the government of the North ; and he 
accordingly had York and the country on that 
side under his care, whilst Osulph governed the 
more northern parts* They were succeeded by 
Waltheof, Uthred, Hircus, Eadulph, Aldred, and 
Eadulph the second ; but during the time they 
were in power, nothing particular occurred in 
this city. 

In 1010, Swain, king of Denmark, landed a 
great force, and encamped on the banks of the 
Ouse, not far from York, where Egelred, king 
of England, with an army augmented by a num- 
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,beF of Scots^ gave them battle* E^elred being 
defeated^ crossed the Ouse in a boat, with a few 
friends, and Hed to Normandy. 

In 1054, Siward^ who was a man of very ex- 
traordinary strength and valour, was appointed 
earl of Northumbria. He was sent by Ed- 
ward the confessor, into Scotland, with 10,000 
English soldiers, to aid Malcolm against Mac- 
beth, whom he slew, and set the former on the 
throne of Scotland. This earl died not long 
after in York* He is said to have called for his 
armour, shield, and battle-axe, a few moments 
before he expired, and having them girded on, 
declared he would not die like a beast; but 
that having lived a valiant soldier, he was de-t 
termined so to die. Siward left a son, but being 
very young, Tosto, second son of earl Goodwin^ 
minister of state, secured the earldom for him- 
self, anno 1055. 

Tosto ruled with so much cruelty and barbarity, 
that the Northumbrians revolted, and furiously 
attacking his house, he very narrowly escaped 
with his wife and children, and fled into Flanders. 
Harold, brother of Tosto, and afterward king 
of England, was sent to restore tranquillity ; and 
i4 1065;^ be appointed Morchar the next earl 
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find governor^ who enjoyed that station till the 
Norman conquest. 

Tosto, on bearing that his brother Harold had 
seized the crown of England, persuaded the 
king of Norway to invade Britain, ' This mo* 
parch, in lObO, accordingly entered the Hum* 
ber, with a large Heet, and proceeded up the 
river as far as Biccall, within ten miles of 
the city. Here the Norwegians landed ; and^ 
marching against Yorlc, took it by storm, after 
having defeated Morchar, the governor, and 
Edwin, earl of Chester, his brother, in a seyere 
conHict at the village of Fulford. Harold, the 
king of England, immedia^ly marched to York;, 
with a powerful army, to oppose the invaders. 
At the king's approach, they withdrew, leaving 
ISO of their men, to prevent the English from 
taking peaceable possession of York, and to retard 
them in their progress. As a further means of 
securinjg the fidelity of the city, the Norwegians 
also selected 600 of the principal inhabitants, as 
hostages, whom they sent on board their ships. 

The invaders then secured a very strong po- 
sition at Stamford-* Bridge ; having the river 
Derwent in front ; and on their right the Ouse ; 
with their navy on the left^ and the German 
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oceau t bebind them. , Harold^ notwithstanding 
all those disadvantages^ ^asideteroiined to attack 
then).; and commenced hostilities at day-breaky 
on 4be d3d of September^ lOGQ. Tbq only pas* 
sage across the Oerwent ^was over a narroir 
wooden bridge. On this a suiglQ' Nor^^iaa 
had .place4 hims^f, and by bis 'ex^ixrdLuajry. 
valour. and strength, oppoaied the wholQ English' 
army for three boui^, and i^w: forty of Harold'^ 
men. This champifm, however^ was at length 
slam, aome hirtoriaas say by a dart wbfich was* 
throlem at htm; wbikt others inibrm us he wa9 
kUlfed by a person in a boat or tub, who from- 
pnder the bridge, stabbed him with ai spear. 

The ' Norwegians on seeing their, hero fall, 
gave 'way, . and retired to their trenches ; bttt* 
were followed by Harold's army, »word in hand. 
The conflict was must dreadful, as eacb army 
oojteisted of 60,000 men^ who fougl)t from seven 
in tlie morning till three in the ^fternoon^ during^ 
all it'hich time, they gave ik> cjuarter on either 
side* At length, victory appeared in favour of 
Harold; the king of Norway and Tosto his 
brother, havitig fallen in the batUe? with most of 
their army. Olaus, the king of Norway's son,, 
pi)d Paul, earl of Orkney, wbali^ been ordered ^ 
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to guard the ships^ escaped the horrid carnage. 
Haying safely delivered up their hostages, the 
citizens of York, and sworn never to disturb 
the British dominions again, these commanders 
yvere permitted to depart, with their few folr 
lowers who had survived the battle. More than 
500 ships were employed, in conveying the Nor- 
wegians to this country ; but 20 were sufficient 
to carry back their miserable remains. 

The wooden bridge where the battle was 
fought, falling grqatjy to decay, was taken down 
in 1727, and ^ new one built stbout one hundred 
yards from the spot on which the old one had 
stood. A piece of ground, on the left of the 
bridge, still retains the name pf Battle- Flatts ; 
and the inhabitants of the village, at their annual 
feast, always make pies, in the form of a tub or 
boat, to commemorate the event. 

Harold acted a very imprudent part after the 
victory he had obtained, by securing the trea-: 
sures of the vanquished for himself, instead of 
sharing them amongst his valiant soldiers ; whose 
exertions demanded such a reward. Having 
adopted this impolitic measure, the king re- 
turned to York that night, and gave orders that 
the most sumptuous feastings, and other mag^ 
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nificetit marks of public rejoicing, should take 
place the following day. A short triumph it 
proved I for whilst Harold was enjoying the fes- 
tivity of the seene^ in all the regal splendour of 
a conqueror, a messenger arrived from the south, 
with information that William, duke of Nor- 
mandy, had landed with a powerful array, at 
Pevensey, near Hastings, in Sussex. 

It is natural to suppose that every reader is 
fully acquainted with the final result of this 
invasion; the detail of which is not peculiarly 
connected with the history of our city. It is 
therefore suflBcient to observe^ that within the 
short period of nine days, from obtaining the 
great and decisive victory at Stamford- Bridge^ 
Harold was slain, his whole army cut in pieces^ 
and the crown of England fixed upon the brow 
of the invader. 

After the conquest, nothing material occurred 
during two years, so far north as York. In 1068, 
earl Morchar, who was still the governor of 
York, and his brother, the earl of Chester, joined 
by Blethwin, king of Wales, their nephew, re- 
solved to oppose the conqueror. On hearing of 
their designs, William created Robert, a cruel 
Norman^ earl of Northumbria; and sent him 
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with a guard of 700 men to Durham^, to keep th^ 
people in awe. His cmd conduct so enrag€4 
the Nortbuiubrians^.that thoyliianched^to Durham 
by nighty attacked Robert^ and slew him and all 
bis ineni 

Earl Gospatrick, commander of the Northuo]*^ 
brians^ and Edgar Atheling, their lawful prince^ 
immediately marched with their forces to York> 
and were received by <»rl Morcharand thc'inha- 
bUanUi^ with the greatest demonstrations of joy. 
William was rapidly advancing^ and the North- 
umbrian chiefs finding Uiemselves unable to with* 
stand him, sent Edgar back into Scotland^ and 
then submitted themselves to the conqueror ; who 
readily granted them his pardon. The citizen^ 
of York being informed of the lenity of the king, 
went out to meet him, and liaving delivered up 
the keys of the city, were apparently received 
into favour : A lieavy tine was, however, levied 
upon them ; and two castles in the city were 
shortly after fortitied by the conqueror, and 
strongly garrisoned with Norman soldiers. 

William's lenity was but of very transcient 
duration; and the three earls, Morchar, Edwin, 
and Gospatrick, judged it most prudent to flee 
into Scotland, for protection. William irnme^ 
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diately demanded these noble fugitives, and also 
£dgar Atheling, from the Scottish king. Mal- 
colm refused to comply with the mandate ; and 
knowing that the conqueror would revenge the 
denial, invited the king of Denmark, to join the 
English and Scotch forices,. in an attempt to 
banish the Norman. To this proposal the king 
of Denmark acceded, and sefit his brother Oabern 
with the two sons of Harold,, and other dis- 
tinguished personages, also troops^ &c. sufficient 
to occupy 250 ships. Tliey soon entered the 
Humber, landed their forces,, and being joined 
by the English and Scots, these commanders 
inarched direct to York, where they were cor- 
dially received by the citizens* 

The Norman garrisons in the castles, were, 
however, determined to oppose them to the last. 
They accordingly prepared for a siege ; and on 
the 19th of September, J 069, set fire to several 
houses in the suburbs, lest they should serve the 
enemy to fill up the ditches of their fprtifications. 
This tire spreading further than was designed, 
burnt down great part of the city, and with it, 
the cathedral, including a most valuable library, 
placed there by Archbishop Egbert, in the 
yeai: 800. 
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The Unexpected ravages of this fire threw th* 
garrisons into great confusion ; and enabled the 
Danes to approach the walls without opposition. 
They divided theii* forces^ in order to attack 
each at the same time ; and succeeded in both 
attempts, eiiteritig each fortress sword in hand. 
The Normans, amounting to 3,000 in number^ 
were cut in pieces ; the high-sheriflf of the county^ 
his lady, and tw6 children, with a few others, 
who were found iii the castles, being all who 
esca[ied the dreadful slaughter^ 

Waltheof, son of Siward the ninth earl of 
Northumbria, was now appointed governor of 
the city, with a stout garrison of English and 
Scotch soldiers under his command : and the 
Danes retired to a good situation between the 
Humber and Trent, to wait for the Normans. 
William soon arrived before the city ; and, with 
terrible menaces, summoned the governor to sur* 
render. Waltheof in return, deKed his power. 

It is highly probable, that the conqueror would 
not have retained his crown without a very 
severe struggle, if those who had entered into 
this formidable league, had all proved faithful to 
their union. William, aware of his danger, had 
recourse to bribery. He offered the Danish 
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general a large sum of money, and leave to 
plunder the sea coast, on condition of his quitting 
the country as soon as the spring would permit. 
This cruel proposal the faithless Dane accepted ; 
and thus the garrison at York, were reduced to 
the fatal necessity of selling their lives as dearly 
as possible. 

This treacherous act of the Danish general, 
took place in the year 1070, and William having 
now only Waltheof to oppose him, lost no time 
in pushing forward the seige. He made a large 
breach in the wall, with engines, through which 
he attempted to enter the city, and take it by 
storm, but was repulsed with great 'loss. William 
of Malmsbury states, that the governor, a man of 
great muscular power, stood singly in the breach, 
and cut down several Normans who endeavoured 
to mount it. The same author mentions a severe 
battle being fought about this time, in the neigh- 
bourhood of York, with a powerful army, pro- 
bably of Picts and Scots, which came to the relief 
of the besieged; in which the Normans were 
victorious. 

Notwithstanding a gallant defence of six 
months, York was at length obliged, through 
famine, to surrender. The conditions, though 
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bighly favourable to the besieged, were treated 
with little regard by the G>iiqueror, The English 
and Scotch garrisons were put to the sword, and 
the city razed to the ground. 

At that period, York was so large, that it's 
suburbs extended to the villages one mile distant ; 
and, though it had undergone many revolutions 
and some terrible devastations, yet the author 
of the Polichronicon says; " York seemed as 
fair as the city of Rome, before it was burnt by 
William the Conqueror, from the beauty and 
magnificence of it^s buildings." 

With the city fell all the nobility, and most of 
the otlier inhabitants. For Waltheof, the go- 
vernor, who had so nobly resisted him, the Con-» 
queror had professed the greatest friendship; 
but he suddenly ordered him to be arraigned for 
conspiracy, and the last of the Saxon earls was, in 
consequence, deprived of his life. He was the first 
nobleman ever beheaded in England. 

That cruel tyrant, who is often styled the Con-^ 
queror, may, with at least equal propriety, be 
branded with the epithet of Barbarian ; for 
afte]^ usurping the throne of England, he main- 
taine<i his crown by acts of cruelty and devasta* 
tion. A Conqueror in the general acceptation 
of the word, is a great and honorable character ; 
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but^ on cool reflection, the Conqueror sinks 
in our estimation. He then appears hut as an 
instrument of vengeance ; and we consider, not 
the individual who destroys or injures mankind, 
but he who benefits his fellow men, as alone 
highly honorable and truly great*. Amongst 
other proofs of William's savage disposition, he 
laid waste the whole country between York and 
Durham, so effectually, that for nine years after, 
neither plough nor spade were put into the 

* Conscious of the detestation in which he was held, 
by the English people, William entertained a perpetual 
jealousy of them; and, as the reader may recollect, to 
prevent nightly meetings and conspiracies, he instituted 
the " curfew belV^ Curfew is derived from the French 
words couvrivy to cover, and JeUy fire- This bell was 
rung every evening at eight o'clock ; at the sound of 
which, all fires and candles were to be extinguished. 
Hence Gray's much-admired " Elegy" begins 

" The curfew tolls the knell of parting day 
The Conqueror also caused a survey to be made of all 
the lands in the kingdom, and divided the estates of the 
nobility, amongst his followers. This survey was re- 
gistered in the well-known Doomsday book ; a folio edi- 
tion of which was printed in 2 volumes, by order of the 
House of Ijords, price 10 guineas ; and an Index to it 
in 1811, by the Committee on Records, price 2 guineas. 
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ground. Many of tlie wretched inhabitaais^ 
who had escaped slaughter, were reduced to th« 
necessity of eating dogs, cats, and even their own> 
species, to prolong a miserable existence; which^ 
generally, was of very short duration. Various 
writers concur in stating, that Dead bodies were 
scattered about in every direction,'' " and that 
there was not one inhabited house between York 
and Durham ; wihl beasts and robbers being the 
only occupiers of the desolated country." 

Odoricus Vital is, a Norman monk, who wrote 
in the reign of the first Henry, corroborates this 
distressing account, by saying, that " there pe- 
rished in Yorkshire, on this occasion, above a 
hundred thousand human beings*.'^ 

* This dreadful catastrophe was commemorated in Old 
Eni^Ush " Rhjfme,^^ and as it is a very curious specimen 
of ancient composition, the following extract is subjoined : 

" The Normans in the Southe were in soe gnie affray. 
Of Kastells and of Tounes, they com oute alle day. 
To YORK ran ilk a man, to rescet in that toune. 
That no Dant s Man the Walles to breke doune. 
Sir William Mellet was Warden of tlie Countres^ 
Sibrigh the Gaunt was set with to keep the pees. 
Thisc tuo brought tydyng, thei were coracn by that Coste, 
Therefore William the King did turne agayn his Hostc, 
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York, onoe the luagniHcent seat of empire 
for the sovereigns of the world, had seen her 
grandeur dimmish by the mouldering hand of 
time, or fall before the convulsive effects of some 
powerful storm. She had as often so far risen 
superior to adverse events, as to shine again with 
the brightness of regal lustre. From the bril- 
liancy of a court, our city had, at length, about a 
century before, been reduced to the capital of an 
earldom ; yet, it retained abundant vestiges of 
former greatness and of Roman splendour, till 

And swore a grete Othc, that he suld never spare 
Neither Lithe, nor Lofe, Northereu whut so thei were, 
William turned agayn, and held ^vhat he had sworn. 
All mad he wasteyn, Pasture, Medow, and Korne. 
And slough both Fader and Sonne, Women lete thei gon, 
Ilors and Iloundes thei ete, uncitliis skaped non. 
Now dwellis William efte, full bare was money wone, 
Of gode Men er none lefte, but slayn er ilk one. 
Grete Sin did William, that swilk Wo did werk. 
So grete Vengeance he nam, of Men of holy Kirk, 
That did no Wem till him, ne no Trespass 
Fro York unto Durham no wonyng Stede was, 
Nicn Yere, says my Buke, lasted so grete Sorrow, 
The Bishop Clerkes tiike their Lyves for two borrowe,^* 
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the Normans consigned them to the flames^ or 
with savage ferocity razed them to the ground. 

The frequent desolations of this capital, offer 
sufficient reasons why York does not possess, at 
the period in which we are writing, more traces 
of our imperial masters, who fixed their residence 
within her walls. 

On contemplating over the ashes of this once 
noble city, we cannot but deplore the effects of 
that barbarous fury, which was not satiated with 
destroying the liabitations of men, and those child- 
ren of adversity who had made them their abode^ 
The latter is certainly the most distressing part 
of the whole scene ; but when we reflect on the 
massy piles of former grandeur, and the mag-? 
nificent proofs of architectural skill, which the 
ruthless hand of the cruel invader involved in 
one general destruction, and levelled with the 
dust, our musings cannot fail to be accompanied 
with sensations bordering on pensive melancholy, 
and with feelings of deep regret. 
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fromthe destruction of Yor1e,hy Willtamthe Conqueror; 
to the establishment of the Ainsttf, by Richard II. 

After the dreadful devastation which suc- 
ceeded the Norman Conquest^ a long period 
elapsed^ in which York was gradually rising out 
of it's ruins ; though this city has never since at- 
tained the proud elevation of grandeur by which 
it was signalized before that desolation. 

We find history is nearly silent respecting 
York, from this period till the year 1137, in the 
reign of king Stephen; when. another fire, occa- 
sioned by accident, spread so extensively as to 
burn down the Cathedral, St. Mary's Abbey, St. 
Leonard's Hospital, 39 parish churches in the 
city, and Trinity church, in the suburbs. 

In the year 1138, David, king of Scotland, en- 
tered England, with a powerful array, and be- 
sieged York; on which occasion, archbishop 
Thurstan, lieutenant governor of the North, 
called together the nobility and gentry of the 
county. They immediately raised forces, marched 
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against the ^nemy, and caused him to retire from 
before the city. The hostile army was, however, 
overtaken near Northallerton ; and after a ter- 
rible battle, was entirely defeated, 10,000 of the 
Scots being slain upon the field. 

By this event, the peace of the country appears 
to have been secured for a long period ; and both 
the reader and the historian will be spared such 
frequent repetitions of sanguinary recitals, as thus 
far oc<;upy the pages of our record, and have 
often disgraced the Christian name. A Scotch his- 
torian and poet, Alexander Necham, has noticed 
the change in some Latin lines, which may be 
thus translated : 

" There happy Ebor^s Towers ascend the skies. 
And mitred honors lo St. Peter rise. 

In dusty how oft, this hapless city laid ; 
t Her walls demolished, and her warriors dead ! 

But for such horrors past — such rage deplorM, 
Peace has returned, and lasting joy restorM." 

In the year 1160, and in the reign of king 
Henry the second, the first parliament, mentioned 
in history by that appellation, was held in this 
city. Malcolm, the Scotch king, was summoned 
to appear before it, and answer to certain charges 
alleged against him, by Henry # One of them 
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utated that Malcolm^ when he accompanied the 
English king, during the wars in France, betrayed 
all his counsels to the enemy. The Scotch 
king attended ; and though he proved the alle- 
gations to be false, was condemned to lose all the 
lands he held of Henry in England, and to do 
homage for the kingdom of Scotland ; but part 
of the former obligation was remitted, on con- 
dition of the latter being strictly complied with. 

Henry called another convention of the barons 
and bishops, at York, in the year 1171 ; before 
whom he cited William, the successor of Mal- 
colm, to appear, and do homage for the whole 
kingdom of Scotland. The Scotch king com- 
plied ; and, in token of his subjection, deposited 
on the altar of the Cathedral, in York, his breast- 
plate, spear, and saddle. 

From a variety of circumstances, York appears 
to have been, about this time, a place of con- 
siderable trade ; and as it is justly observed that 
the jewrs never settle, in large bo<lies, except at 
trading towns, or in commercial cities, their num- 
ber and wealth in York, at this period, justify 
the remark*. 

♦ We have a proof of the commercial prosperity of 
york, at a later period, when^the staple of wool, whioh 
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Drake observes, that the houses of the jews ia 
ihh city, resembled the palaces of princes, rather 
than the dwellings of subjects. 

This people had been introduced by William 
the Conqueror; and the immense increase of 
their wealth eventually proved to them a source 
pf evil. In 1189^ when the ceremony of the co- 
ronation of Richard the first, was announced^ 
the principal inembers of that religious sect, as 
was usual on those occasions, were deputed from 
various parts of the country, to present the new 
sovereign with rich gifts, for the purpose of in- 
suring the royal favour towards them as a body. 
The king, however, disgusted on some account, 
gave orders that no jew should be present at the 
coronation ; notwithstanding which, several were 
so imprudent as to mix with the crowd ; and 
being discovered, were insulted, bruised, and 
some of them killed. 

Benedict and Jocenus, two of the most wealthy 
merchants in the city of York, had repaired to 

had previously been at Bruges, in Flanders, was in the 
27th year of Edward III., fixed in this city. A con- 
siderable woollen manufacture also flourished here, so 
lately as the reign of Henry VIII. 



CITY OP YORK. 



London, with a pompous retinue, on this occasioOii 
Both of them were in the crowd, and the formed 
was wounded, and then dragged into a chui^,, 
where he was baptist by force. 1 he following 
day, he was taken before Richard, in whose 
presence he declared he was still a jew in his 
heart, and would ever remain so ; adding, that 
he was persuaded the severe usage he had re-^ 
ceived, would soon terminate his existence. For 
this remark, Benedict was immediately driven 
from the presence of the king ; and he soon 
afterward expired. 

Jocenus escaped unhurt from the London out- 
rage; but experienced a more severe fate at 
York. The enthusiastic flame of bigotry and in- 
tolerance, or perhaps of avarice and plunder^ 
which first showed itself in London, was diffused 
over different parts of the country ; and, in March, 
1100, raged with unequalled fury at York. 

Part of the city being on fire during a boisterous 
night, the disaster supplied a fit opportunity for 
carrying into effect, the cruel designs of several 
inhabitants of the city and county, who had 
formed a conspiracy against the unoffending jews. 
Accordingly, whilst the well-disposed part of the 
«itur.eiift were endeavouring to extinguish the 
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flames, the conspirators attacked the house of the 
hapless Benedict. It was very strongly fortified ; 
and contained his widow, children, and several 
friends, who had assembled in it, fearful of 
oommotion. The infuriated bigots however soon 
gained admittance, murdered all they met with, 
cleared the house of every valuable, and then 
burnt it to the ground. 

This outrage alarmed all the jews, and espe- 
cially Jocenus, who procured leave from the 
governor, to convey his wife, children, and the 
whole of his wealth, into the castle, for security. 
In a few days, his fears were confirmed, for his 
house shared the fate of that of his deceased 
friend. The jews in the city immediately retired 
into the castle, except a small number^ who soon 
fell a sacrifice to their indiscretion. 

This people would have remained there, secure 
from their enemies, had they not one day, through 
suspicion, refused the governor admittance ; 
which greatly enraged him and the high-sheriflT, 
who was then at York. The posse comitatus 
were ordered out, to besiege the castle ; and, we 
are told, that though several of the most re- 
spectable inhabitants avoided joining in this 
abominable proceeding, many of the clergy dis- 
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graced their profession, by loudly calling for the 
blood of those unoffending victims. Amongst 
the foremost, was a friar, in a white vesture; 
who was repeatedly heard to cry out : " The 
enemies of Christ must be destroyed." So ardent 
was this man in the work of destruction, that 
strenuously assisting the besiegers to fix the bat« 
tering engines against the walls, he approached 
too near, and a large stone falling upon his head, 
killed him on the spot. Thus one who ought to 
have been an advocate for good will amongst 
men, according to the instructions of the Priqce 
of Peace, acted under the influence of the power 
of darkness, and received a reward well-merited 
for his persecution and cruelty. 

The jews offered a large sum of money pro- 
vided they might be allowed to escape. The 
proposal being rejected, they held a council ; 
on which occasion, a foreign rabbin, who had vi- 
sited England for the instruction of the jews, 
addressed them as follows: Men of brael, our 
God, whose laws I have prescribed to you, com- 
mands that we should always be ready to die for 
those laws ; and now, when death looks us in the 
face, we have only to choose whether we should 
prolong a base and infamous life, or embrace a 
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gallant and glorioas death. If we fall into the 
hands of our enemies, at their will and pleasure^ 
wc must die; but our Creator, who gave us life, 
did also.enjoin, that with our own hands, and of 
our own accord, we should devoutly restore it to 
Him again, rather than await the cruelty of an 
enemy. This, several of our brethren in great 
tribulation, have bravely performed. They knew 
how to do it ; and our situation points out to us 
the most decent mode of execution." 

From what part of the Divine code the rabbin 
supposed he could derive authority for the com- 
mission of suicide, it will not be easy to conceive. 
The example of his brethren, he however might 
adduce, with the greatest confidence ; and when 
we rellect on the height to which the crime of 
self-destruction was carried on similar occasions, 
by that people, we cannot wonder that many 
of the jews acceded to the advice of their teacher. 
Some^ however, positively rejected his proposal; 
on which, the rabbin further said : Let those, 
^om this gocxl and pious course displeases, 
irate themselves, and be cut off, from the 

igregation ! We, for the sake of our paternal 

¥^ despise this transitory life." 
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Several of the jews determined to try the cle- 
mency of the christians. The others immediately 
began to carry their horrid scheme into effect; 
but the rabbin commanded them first to burn 
and destroy all their rich merchandise^ furniture^ 
and garments ; and to damage, as much as pos- 
sible, their plate, to prevent the enemy from 
being enriched by their spoils. This being 
done, and all the towers of the castle being set 
on fire, the rabbin directed that those who pos- 
sessed the greatest firmness of mind, should first 
cut the throats of their wives and children. 
Jocenus accordingly began the shocking transac- 
tion, by murdering his own wife, and five children. 
The example was followed by the rest ; and, as 
a mark of honour, the rabbin himself cut the 
throat of Jocenus. It is highly probable, that he 
cut his own throat also ; for he was found among 
the slain. 

The frenzy of this unhappy people was equalled, 
if not exceeded, by tlie subsequent cruelty of their 
Christian enemies; or rather of those barbarians, 
who glutted their thirst after rapine and murder, 
iimler the pretence of destroying the enemies of 
Christ. The jews who had refused to comply 
with the dreadful resolution of their rabbin, ex- 
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erted themselves to extinguish the flames ; aiid^ 
on the following morning, stood upon the walls ; 
where they, in the most lamentable manner, re- 
lated the horrid circumstance. To convince the 
besiegers of their sincerity, they threw the dead 
bodies of their brethren over the walls; then 
promising to become Christians, they earnestly 
supplicated for mercy. 

The enemies of the jews pretended to be moved 
by their solicitations ; and through this means, 
prevailed on them to open the gates. On gaining 
admission, they rushed like a torrent, and inhu- 
manly murdered the whole remnant of those 
hapless men. The cruel perpetrators of this 
.diabolical deed then resorted to the Minster^ 
where the bonds, which the Christians had given 
to the jews, were deposited ; and, breaking open 
the chests, took and burnt, in the midst of the 
church, all the writings they contained. 

It is calculated that 500 men had taken shelter 
in the castle, besides women and children. If 
this statement is correct, we may conclude that the 
total number of jews, who were thus slaughtered 
in the month of March, 1190, amounted to more 
than 1500. 



fiichard was in ibe Hc% Land, at the time itf 
tlm massacre, aad being iofornied of the ev6inyt> 
gave 4»rder8 for the bishop of Ely, his regent, ip 
repair to Yorky awl jpiuush the oflenders. The 
Igaiacreants beii^g pre^ioualy apprised -of his com^ 
i»gy Hed from the city. The bishop^ howev^r^ 
exaaiined the remaining citizens, who declared 
ihat inhabitants of neighbouring towns were th? 
principal offenders; notwithstandii^ which, hfi 
ieyied a fine ui|^on them, committed the high- 
^J^riff and governor to prison, took away wf 
thundMd hostages, re|>alred tlie castle which king 
Wm* Bufus tiad formerly strengthened, wd 
gave ihe government of the o^^nty to his brother 
Osbert de Longchamp. The one himdred in^- 
faahkants were taken to Northampton^ and re- 
mained there in custody four years ; when the 
citizens of York paid ten marks to the ki^g, far 
Ibeir deliverance. 

A new colony of jews, encouraged by the 
conduct of Richard, soon supplied the places of 
those who had been thus cruelly extermiaated ; 
and it appears that they rapidly grew rich, ami 
lived in great magnificence; until the reign of 
Edward^ the first king of that name after the 

F 
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The ceremony was performed very early in fhe^ 
morning, to prevent the eircessive crowdings 
which otherwise might have been expected* An 
immense number of military commanders, and 
other persons of rank, littended the king of 
England ; and^ the kii!g of Scotland was alst> 
waited upon by more than 60 knights, clad in 
a most superb toanner* 

During ihe stay of these monarch^ in YoVk^ 
the archbishop several times entertained them 
with princely munificence and grandeur; and 
lexpended, during the visit of the royal party, 
fto less than 4000 marks, or neavly ^'2700. 
The nuptial soiemnrities were however scfoxk over^ 
and Alexander and his beautiful bride, attended 
by Shr Robert Norrice, knight, Sir Stephen 
Sanson, Lady Maude, and several otlier dis^ 
tinguished characters, departed for Scotland, 

In " Stotce^s Annah,^^ we are informed of aft 
extraordinary event, which, in 1276, occurred in 
Northumbria, and Iherefore deserves to be no*- 
ticed in the history of it's ancient caprtal. A 
rperson from France, of considerable property^ 
says that writer, brought int6 this province, a 
Spanish ewe of very uncommon growth, it was 
soon after attacked with that fatal disease^ 
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the rot in sheep, which appears pot to have been 
previously known in this country. The contagion 
thus introduced, spread rapidly, and was dreadi- 
fully prevalent for many years* 

Edward, improperly styled the first, son of 
Henry, stayed some time at York on his way 
into Scotland, in the year 1291 ; when the famous 
welcbman, JBliee-ap-l|eredith, was conveyed t# 
this city, tried for high treason, condemned, and 
4rawn through York, to the gallows, where be 
was banged and quartered, 

^ven years afterward, Edward summoned a 
parliament tq meet at York ; and, in an especial 
inaoner, required ttie presence of his mutinouf 
nobility. The English barons attended, and the 
kiog's confirmation of Magna Cbarta, also of 
Ct^urta de Foresta, w^s read to them. Though 
](be English nobles attended, the Scotch lord^ 
4id not ; it was therefore agreed, that the whole 
Eoglisb army should rendezvous at York, the 
following April, and that a general muster should 
then be made. 

At this parliament, the cqmmons grafted to 
the king the nmih penny of their goods ; the 
archbishop of Canterbury and his clergy, the 
tenth penny ; and the archbishop jof York, an4 

F3 
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bis clergy, a fifth. Edward soon after removed 
bis courts of justice from London to York, and 
summoning another parliament, renewed bis 
former order for the attendance of the nobility of 
Scotland. They again refused compliance with 
the king's command ; which induced him to 
issue a commission of array, ordering his subjects 
to meet him at Roxburgh, on St. John's day. 
The famous battle of Falkirk immediately en- 
sued. After this battle, the king returned to 
York; and in 1299, held another parliament 
there. That spring, Edward pursued the ad- 
vantages obtained at Falkirk ; and in 1306, com- 
pleted the reduction of Scotland. He staid some 
time in York, on his return ; and the same year 
again removed his courts of justice to London. 

In this reign, York ranked amongst the English 
ports, and furnished one vessel to Edward's fleet; 
but, when vessels were built on a larger scale, 
the commerce of York decreased) and Hult 
commanded that trade which had been previously 
confined to our city. 

In 1311, the unfortunate Edward the second 
kept his Christmas at York, and expecting an in* 
vasion from th<; Scots, caused the walls of thi^ 
city to be strongly fortified. Piers Gavestpn and 
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followers^ who bad been bani^bed hy Edward I., 
now repiaired to the king at Yprk, and were yery 
kindly received by their sovereign. 

The fatal battle of Bannockburp was fough^ 
wjtlii the Scots, about three years after this event ; 
W which the king lost 50,000 men. £dwar4 
Qarrowly escaped to York ; where he called his 
loobies together for consultation ; but so inde- 
cisive was this prince in his councils, that nothing 
was then determined upon. 

Of the value of money about this period, somei 
idea may be formed from a maximum, fixed by 
the king's wrijts, in 1314, for the prices of tliQ 
following articles : 

£. s. (L 

No Ox, stall or com fed, to be sold fornore than 14 0- 

No grass-fed Ox to be sold Cor oiore than 16 . 

A fat stalled Cow, not to exceed 12 

Any other Cow, not to exceed 10 , 

A fat Mutton., corn fed, or with wool well grown 18 

Ditto, ditto, shorne 12 

A fat Hog, two years old 3 4 

A fat Goose, twopence halfpenny — In tlie city 3 

A fat Capon, twopence — In the city 2| 

A fat Hen, or two Chickens, Id. — In tlic city 1| 

Twenty-four Eggs 1 

F4 



89 HMTOltT OF THS 

The Court of Exchequer, which had been re- 
moved to London m 1909, appears between that 
time and 1318 to have been twice, if not oftener^ 
Ik^ld at York. 

Edward again risited this city, in the year 1819, 
lt>r the purpose of raising an army, in order to 
^toceed against Scotland ; on which occasion, the 
Courts of Exchequer and King's Bench, with 
Doomsday Book and other records, were removed 
to York for ai^^ months. The king found the city 
imd coufitry so thinly inhabited, that he was ob- 
liged to complete \\iB forces from other quarters- 
He then proceeded to besiege Berwick; but 
scarcely had he i^rrived there, before the Scots, 
having crossed the Sol way, marched by a dif- 
ferent route into flngland, wasting all the country 
to the gates of this ^ity, and then retired. 

The archbishop York, fired with in- 
dignation at this fiudacity, raised an army 
of priests, monks, labourers, artizans, shop- 
keepers, &c., to t^e amount of 10,000; and 
hasteniqg after those deprec^fitors, qvertook them 
at Mytpn, near Boroughbridge, on the 12th 
of October, 1319. The Scqts seeing the arch- 
bishop find his forces approach^ drew up ii| 
order of battle, and then set on fir^ several hay- 
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gtackft; the Bmoke ot* which blowing in the fecea 
#f the English, prevented them from seeing their 
opponents* The venerable oommander, was 
however a young soldier; and possessing more 
eourage th^n military talent, he, instead of draw- 
ii^ back his forces, ti)l the combustion had sub- 
side^, or beyond th^ reach of it's effects, per- 
mitted the enemy to aviiil themselves of the 
advantage it oflfiered, and the Scots pouring down 
iipon his undisciplined army, in firm and compact 
order, routed them, ^fter a vefy feeble resistance. 
Between three and four thousand of the English 
were slain or drowned, ii^luding Nicholas Flem* 
ing, who was then, for the 7th time, mayor of 
York ; and so many priests perished^ that it was 
long called " the White Battle:' 

The body of the mayor was honourably in* 
ferred in the parish church of St. Wilfred ; and 
the archbishop granted an indulgence of forty 
flays, to all the parishioners, who, being truly 
penitent and confessing their sins, should say a 
pater-^noster, and ave-maria, for the repose of 
\A» soul. A chantry was also founded for him, 
in the same church. 

On hearing of this defeat, Edward returned to 
York ; and in 1821, after the battle of Borough* 
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bridge, Thomas earl of Lancaster^ and many of 
his revolting barons, who had there been taken 
prisoners, were conveyed to the king at York* 
They were tried, and being all found guilty, the 
earl was beheaded in front of his own castle at 
Pontefract, and the barons were hanged and 
quartered in this city. 

In 1322, Edward called another parliament at 
York ; by which a decree that had been passed at 
London, against the Spencers, was rescinded ; and 
that family restored tp the royal favour. Robert 
Baldock was also then made lord chancellor, and 
the king's eldest son was created prince of Wales 
and duke of Aquitain. The ordinances of the 
barons were likewise examined, and a large sub- 
sidy was granted to the king* Edward imme- 
diately raised an army, and marched into Scot- 
land ; but the enemy having destroyed the forage, 
he was obliged to retire, for want of provisions; 
and being followed by Robert, the Scotch king, 
was surprised, whilst at dinner in By land Abbey, 
about fourteen miles from York, and his forces 
were routed. . Edward himself, was indebted for 
his safety to the swiftness of his horse, and made 
his escape to this city; where he endeavoured, 
by public amusements, to divert the chagrin 
occasioned by his ill fortune. 
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This sovereign was soon after deposed, and 
murdered by the queen ; and his son, a youth 
only fourteen years of age, in 1327, was crowned 
king under the title of Edward the third. Ro^ 
bert Bruce, king of Scotland, immediately sent 
an army of 20,000 horse into England, which 
ravaged the northern parts of the kingdom, Qn 
hearing of this, the young sovereign ordered a 
general rendezvous of all his army at York, 
whither he resorted. He was there joined by 
John Lord Beaumont, of Hainault, and more 
than 2000 foreigners ; who sought renown under 
the banners of that inexperienced youth. The 
king laid in this city, with an army of 60,000 men 
during six weeks ; all which time, it is recorded, 
provisions were so well supplied, that they ret 
mained plentiful, and consequently cheap. 

The foreigners, in his army, presuming on their 
own importance and the royal kindness, behaved 
in too haughty a manner, toward the English ; 
whose independent minds spurned at their re* 
peated insults. On Trinity«Sunday, the king 
gave a sumptuous entertainment at the mo- 
nastery, where his retinue amounted U> 650 
knights ; and the queen-mother's suite consisted 
qf sixty of the principal ladies in the kingdom. 
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That evening, the royal guests were inter-r 
fupted^ whilst in the midst of their (liversionsj^ 
by a serious contest which arose between the 
servants of the foreigners, and some English 
lirehers; which latter so rapidly increased, as 
in a short tinie^ to amount to nearly three 
thousand. The Hainaulters were soon put to 
flight, many of them slain, and the remainder 
obliged to fortify themselves, in their quarters^ 
as securely as possible. 

Their commanders, on being informed of the 
f^ircumstanee, retired from the court to their 
fespcictive lodgings ; and it was with considerable 
(difficulty ^hat the king effected a temporary ces-» 
itttion of hostilities ; part of the city having been 
set on fire during the contest. 

I'he nex^ l^ight, the foreigners, prompted 
^y revenge, f^nd headed by their officers, sud- 
flenly made an attack on the Lincolnshire and 
Northamptonshire arcliers, and murdered about 
three hundred of them ; eighty of whom, we are 
told, were interred under one stone, in the yard 
of St. Clement's church, in Fossgate. This rash 
and cruel massacre so exasperated the !^nglish, 
that six thousand of them entered into a com-* 
bination to sacrifice every foreigner; and thejr 
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Wotld certeinly kavl» carried the horrid resolutioa 
into effect, had not the king prevented them^ 
by placing strmig guards at the lodgings of the! 
foreigners, and hy removing the archers from 
their quarters* 

The Scotch army of horse had greatly derided 
the English for pusiUaniinity ; but when they 
iieard that suck a formidable force was coU 
lected, ambassadors were despatched to York, 
with overtures of peace. Their terms, however, 
jn&t proving satisfactory, the ^Scotch ambassadors 
were sent away ; and the king commanded that 
«very man should be ready, in one week, to march 
against the enemy. At the tim» iixed, this army 
left York ; the long having previously issued an 
'onler for placing the city in a state of defence. 
The Scots were overtaken at Stanhope Park, and 
ifoulii have fallen an easy prey to the £nglish, 
%ad ndt the treachery of Lord Mortimer wffered 
them to escape. They fled home with great pre- 
cipitancy, and the king, excessively chagrined at 
the escape <i( an enemy whom he thought already 
in his power, returned to York, whence he pro- 
ceeded to London. 

Lord John, of Hatnault, was however well re- 
warded by the king, and honourably sent to his 



94 HISTORY OP THE 

own country. He returned in 1328^ the fol- 
lowing year^ with his niece Philippa, the most 
celebrated beauty of the age, who was only in 
her fourteenth year ; and conducted her with a 
great retinue to York, in order to marry her to 
the king. 

Edward and his court, were passing their christ* 
mas with great magnificence in this city ; and he 
received that beautiful princessand her attendants, 
.with all the pomp and ceremony his high station 
.could command. On the 24th of January, the 
marriage ceremony was performed in the cathe- 
rdral. Not only at York, but throughout the whole 
country, tournaments, plays, feasting, and other 
demonstrations of joy then in use, celebrated the 
.event ; and in this city continued during three 
! weeks. 

, The foreigners however, in the midst of their 
.festivity and wantonness, violently assaulted se- 
veral of the wives, daughters, and maid-servants 
: of the inhabitants residing in the suburbs of York. 
This lewd conduct was justly resented by the latter; 
who demanded satisfaction in honourable combat. 
A number of the inhabitants and foreigners, well 
armed, accordingly met early one morning, in 
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Watlingate*, and fought so desperately, that 
527 of the Hainaulters, and 242 Englishmen were 
slain or drowned in the rirer^ during the contest. 
The surviving foreigners swelled with hatred 
and revenge, for the loss of their country meo, 
set fire to a part of the suburhs, which spread so 
rapidly, as to consume nearly the wh(de of one 
parish, before the flames could be subdued*. 

In 1332, Edward again summoned a parliament 
to assemble at York; the principal occurrence 
at which, appears to have been a quarrel between 
the two archbishops, relative to bearing their 
crosses in each other's province. In 1334, on 
his way to Scotland, the king staid and kept his 
Christmas here ; and on his return, held a par- 
liament in this eity. There were no fewer than 
twelve parliaments assembled in York, during 
this reign and the one preceding. 

In 1347, Edward and his son, the Black 
Prince^ being both engaged in the wars in France^ 

* Drake, when speaking of the Roman road from 
* York to Stamford-Bridge, &c. says, " I have found in 

aneient History, that a street in the suburbs of this dty, 
' mi of Walmgate-Bar, through which the road must pas» 

to^York, was anciently called Watlingattjy 



David Bruce kivaded Ei^tml^ with a full de* 
ieriDioalion to destroy the country with fire and 
Bword, until fae<oa«ie to York ; a Ad he effected his 
l^urpose m eonpletely, aa to enable a detachment 
of his army to destroy a part of the suburbs. 

Tiie beautiful queen, Pfaitippa^ berag m the city, 
immediately colleoted all the forces slie "eould; 
appointed the archbishop of York^ William de iu. 
Zroch, second in command of the £Dgieh army ; 
and nmpched against the enemy* Overtaking 
the Scots at NeviUe^s cross, near Dmrham^ whea 
Ihey little expected such a visit , i^he completely 
Muted them, took their king prisoner, and lefit 
lijOOO of their men dead upon the field. She 
4lien returned to York ; where the captive king, 
David, was delivered to her with great cere- 
mony. He was detained here till the city was 
strongly fortified ; and then, leaving the lords 
Percy and Neville, to govern the nortli, tfce queen 
|>roceeded to London, to present her prisoner to 
the king. 

It may be proper here to add, that William of 
Hatfield, the second son of Edward and Pbilippa, 
died young, and was buried in the cathedral at 
York; and that Edmund Langley, tiieir fifih 
son, in the reign of their successor, was created 
the first duke of York. 
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Daring the year 1348, a very alarming mor- 
tality raged in this city nine weeks^ and con« 
siderably thinned it's population* 

Richard the second, being on an expedition 
against the Scots, in 1385, was some time m 
York. On this occasion. Sir John Holland, the 
king^s brother, and lord Ralph Staflfbrd, eldest 
son of the earl of Stafford, had a quarrel, which 
occasioned a duel, and the latter was slain> by 
Sir John, in a field near Bishopthorpe. 

Four years after, the clergy having a serious 
disagreement with the mayor and commonalty of 
the city, Richard again visited York, for the 
purpose of producing a reconciliation ; which he 
soon effected. At the same time he gave his sword 
to William de Selby, the mayor, to be borne 
before him and his successors in office ; and from 
this special appointment of the king, our chief 
magistrate has ever since been honoured with 
the title of lord mayor. 

In the year 1390, a contagious disease carried 
off 1100 inhabitants of this city. The following 
year a still more dreadful pestilence spread all 
over England ; and raged with such fury in 
York, that more than 11,000 of the inhabitants 
fell a sacrifice to it's ravages in a short period. 

G 
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In 1392, Richard being displeased with the 
citizens of London, again removed the courts of 
king's bench and chancery, to York, at the in- 
stigation of the archbiahop of this diocese, his 
Grace being also lord chancellor ; but they re- 
mained here only from midsummer to Christmas^ 

This year was rendered remarkable, by the 
king presenting the first mace to the city, to be 
carried before the lord mayor, and a cap of main- 
tenance to the sword-bearer. 

About four years after, Richard changed the 
government of the city, by abolishing the office 
of bailiffs, and appointing two sheriffs. Thus he 
made York a distinct county ; which is called, 
in all law proceedings, the county of the city. 

We have already seen, in the second section, 
our ancient and venerable city gradually reduced 
from the metropolis of an empire, to the ca- 
pital of an earldom. The limits of the district 
included under this term were, for a long time, 
co-extensive with the boundaries of Northumbria 
as a kingdom. At what precise periods it's 
various subdivisions were made, cannot be easily 
ascertained. Alfred the Great is allowed to have 
portioned out the liingdom of England into 
shires; but, if the northern part of the nation 
was subdivided into the present counties, in his 
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¥eign, the earldom of Northumbria appears long 
after that time, to have embraced most of it's 
original extent 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, juHt 
preceding the Norman conquest, the present di*- 
vision of Northumbria into the counties of York> 
Durham, Lancashire, Westmoreland, Cumber^ 
land, and Northumberland, is more decided* 
We however find as late as the reign of Harold^ 
the successor of Edward, that Morchar was th6 
earl of Northumbria, and governor of York; 
and that he continued so after the Norman con^ 
quest. With Waltheof, the successor of this 
nobleman, and the last of the Saxoli earls, seems 
to have ceased the distinction of Northumbria ad 
an earldom ; and we may thence consider York 
as the capital of Yorkshire only» 

The earls of Northumbria are frequently called 
eArls of Northumberland also ; yet after that 
period, the earls of this name received their title, 
not from ancient Northumbria, but chiefly, if 
not wholly from that part of it which how con^ 
iBtitutes the county of Northumberland. 

As York had been gradually declining in im- 
portance, by the changes and revolutions which 
occurred during 1000 years; so it appears to 
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have been the 4esi£ii of Richard, in the year 
1996^ by constituting the city a distinct county, 
to confer upon it a mark of honorable distinction. 

The charter pf Bichard the second, which com- 
manded that ttfio sheriffs should ann ually be chosen 
b^ the citizens, instead of tJuree baUiffs, as before 
that period, also ordained, says Drake, that the 
eity of Yorjk and suburbs of the same, should b^ 
tiienceforth a county by itself, and be called for 
/ever, the cmimty of the city of York.^^ By 
jUEadox's Firma Burgi, it is clear that this did not 
include that division which is now called the 
Ainsty, or county of the city* 

The Ainsty was then but a hundred or wapen- 
take of the West-Riding of Yorkshire ; under 

the care of the mayor and citizens, as bailifl's,'' 
or stewards of it. Thus it remained until about 
fifty years afterward ; when, by a charter in the 
27th of the reign of Henry the sixth, it was 
annealed to the county of the city ; and has 
ever since remained wholly under the jurisdic- 
tion of the lord mayor, and of those members 
of the corporation, who are by charter, magistrates 
of the city. Hence the inhabitants of the Ainsty 
are obliged to resort to York, for the adjust- 
ment of all civil dissensions, though the free- 
holders of that division are not entitled to any 
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privileges or franchispes as citizens of York, but 
remain in other respects as inhabitants of the' 
county at large ; being allowed to Tote at th^ 
county elections* 

The Ainsty comprises the foUowmg towns atid^ 
Tillages ; to which are annexed their distances* 
from York : 



MILV. 

Acomb 2 

Asikham Richard 5 

A^am Bryan 4 

Appleton Roebuck ... B 

Acaster Malbis 4| 

Acaster Sailby Of 

AngnuB 0| 

Bickerton — 10 

Bolton Percy 

Bilbroui^ 5| 

Bishoptiiorpe 2| 

Bilton 8i 

Colton 6 

Copmantliorpe 4 

Catterton 7 

Dringhouse^ 1| 

Huttpn Wanaley 8 



Hessay ..... 6|. 

Healaugh 8 

Knaptott 3 

Long Marston 7 

Moor Monkton 8 

Middlethorpe 2 

Nether Poppleton .... 4 

Oxtoa 9 

Ruffbrth 5 

Steeton 7 

Thorp- Arch 13i 

Toekwith 9 

Tadcaster 9 

Upper Poppleton .... 8| 

Walton 13 

Wighill 9 

Wilsthorp 8 



tfoldgate 1 

In addition to the above thirty-five towns and 
yillagesy there are a^ several hamlets and gen-' 
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tlemens' seata. The district ia nearly surrounded 
by the rive^rs Ouse, Wharf, and Nidd, whilst the 
interipr of the Ainsty isi well watered by the Foss^ 
i^hich glides through it's tields and enriches it'a^ 
pastures, till^ arrivipg near Bolton Percy^ it joins 
the river Wliarf. the reader may wish to 
have a more minute account, the boundaici^s of 
the Ainsty are given below. 

The Ouse, from the confluence of that river 
(md the Nidd, at Nun-Monkton, on the north of 
the cHy ; to the confluence of the Wharf and 
Ouse, on the south, a distance of l& miles. 

The Wharf, from the meeting of the Wharf and 
Ous^e on the south, to Flint-^Mill House^ near 
Thorp- Arch on the west, 12 miles. 

The wapentake of Claro on the west, from 
Flint-Mill House to Cattle- Bridge, on the Nidd^ 
along the several parishes of Thorp- Arch, Bick- 
erton, and Cattle- Bridge, 41 miles. 

The Nidd, on the north, from Cattle-Bridge to 
the confluence of the Ouse and Nidd, at Nui^- 
Monktouj^ 61 miles ; making in the whole a cir- 
cun^ference of 38 miles. 

The district, now called the Ainsty, was for- 
merly a forest; but it was disforested by the 
charters of liicUard the first and king John. 
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The name in several ancient writings, i» spelt 
Ancittyj which Drake supposes to have been 
derived from the old northern word Anenty sig- 
nifying a hundred or district contiguous to the 
city. 

York and the Ainsty were formerly considered 
as equal to about an eighth part of the west- 
riding, and to a twentieth part of the county at 
at large. The division of all assessments, is by 
act of parliament, for the city three Jffthsy and 
for the Ainsty two fifths. 

York continues at present, the capital of 
the county of the city, and also of York- 
shire, which embraces several districts that 
are in some measure distinct counties, viz: — 
Hullshire, Holderness, Richmondshire, Craven, 
and Cleveland. The whole forming, by much 
the largest county in England ; being 130 miles 
long, 90 broad, and 460 in circumference ; con- 
taining 5490 square miles. 

Yorkshire still retains another division, which, 
at one time, was general in most counties ; being 
separated into three parts, hence called tri- 
things, since corrupted to ridings, distinguished 
by the additions of north, east, and west. The 
last is the largest, most populous, and by much 
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the wealthiest of the three ; abounding with well 
cultivated fields watered by fruitful rivers, and 
enriched with numerous extensive manufactories^ 
and excellent market towns. This district is 
also interspersed with many rural and romantic 
scenes, adorned by the splendid mansions of the 
opulent, and the peaceful habitations of humble 
peasantry. 

The county is also subdivided into 24 wapen^ 
takes or hundreds, including, as stated in the 
Yorkshire Gazetteer, 663 parishes^ &6 market 
towns^ and one city« 



SECTION IV, 



From the establUhment qf the County of (&e Cit^y hr^ 
Bichard II., to the arrival of King James, at York, 
in 1617. 



About three years after Richard had granted 
to York the privileges which he conferred q» 
establishing the county of the city, he was de^ 
posed; and died in Pontefract castle* Yariow 
opinions are however entertained, relative to the 
mode of his exit : Some historians assert that he 
was there inhumanly " starved to death whilst 
others inform us that Sir Piers Exton, one of 
Henry's domestics, was sent down, with eight 
ruffians, to murder Richard ; which, it is- re- 
corded, was effected in the following manner. 
They went into the room when he was unarmed ; 
but the valiant monarch so furiously attacked, 
the first who entered, as to disarm the roflBaOy 
and kill him with his own weapon. Three 
others of them the king also laid dead at his 
feet; and he probably would have slain themall, 
had not Exton mounted a table behind that uft*< 
fortunate sovereign, and cut him down with a 
battle axe. 
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The citizens of York testified their attachment 
to Richard, on various occasions, after his death. 
On the accession of Henry the fourth to the 
throne of England, after the murder of his law- 
ful sovereign, Henry Piercy, earl of Northum- 
berland, Richard Scroope, archbishop of York^ 
whose brother Henry had beheaded, Thomas 
Mowbray, earl Marshal, the lords, Fauconbridge, 
Bardoff, Hastings, and several other persons of 
distinction, formed a conspiracy against the king ; 
but they did not succeed, owing to the mismanage- 
ment of the archbishop. He wrote several articles 
hostile to his majesty, caused them to be fixed on 
the church doors ; and, in a sermon, invited the 
people to take up arms, to reform abuses. By 
these means, he caused 20,000 men to resort to 
his standard, at York ; which was painted with 
the five wounds of our Saviour. 

The king, hearing of these proceedings, sent 
down 30,000 men, under the command of Ralph 
Neville, earl of Westmoreland, and his own son, 
John. They found the archbishop strongly en- 
camped on the forest of Galtres, near this city ; but 
being afraid to attack the reverend commander, 
Westmoreland, by means of flattery and intrigue, 
prevailed upon that prelate to give him the meet- 
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iiig, and settle matters amicably between the two 
camps. A meeting accordingly took place, tlie 
archbishop being attended by the earl marshal. 
The generals shook hands in sight of both armies^ 
and reciprocated other tokens of reconciliation 
and friendship ; after which, the archbishop, by 
the persuasion of Westmoreland, dismissed his 
forces to their respective homes. 

Having by this stratagem deprived that pre* 
late of his means of defence, the treacheroas 
Westmoreland arrested him and the earl marshal, 
for high-treason ; and caused both of them to be 
beheaded. Sir John Lamplugh, Sir Robert 
Plumpton, and several others, also suffered with 
them. 

The earl's body was buried in the cathedral ; 
but his head was fixed on a spike, and, according 
to Drake, exhibited for some time on the walls of 
the city. Walsingham however says, " it was fixed 
on a stake, and being placed on the city bridgep 
remained there, till Henry by a writ, dated the 
6th of August, in the 6th year of his reign, or- 
dered it to be taken down and interred with the 
body.'' The archbishop suffered with great for- 
titude, in a field between \^>rk and Bishoptborpe, 
on the 8th of June, 1405, and bis body also wai 
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interred in the. cathedral. . The latter being re^ 
garded as a martyr^ his tomb was visited by 
many devotees, as soon to attract the attention^ 
and interference of the king. 

Henry immediately issued orders from Poa« 
tefracty for the seizure of all the liberties- 
f nd privileges of the city. Various trials, ex-^ 
ecutions, &c.^ ensued ; but he soon after pub* 
ysued a genei^l pardon to all the archbishop's 
adherents, dated at Ripon. This city was con-* 
sequenty reinstated in the enjoyment of it's for- 
mer privileges. 

The secei^ year of his reign, Henry eame 
to York, on his return from Scotland, and in our 
city witnessied a martial combat, between two 
foreign and two english i^nights; the latter of 
whom prevailed. The king was so well pleased- 
with the victors, that he gave Sir John Cornwall> 
who was one ot* them, his sister in marriage. 

In the year 1108, Henry passed through York,, 
after the defeat of the earl of Northumberland's 
forces, on Brainham-Moor. During this battle, 
the princ'pal of the Piercy family was slain ; and 
his head being stuck upon a stake, was thus car- 
ried up to London, where it was placed on the 
brijge. 
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Henry the fifth and his queen, proceeded to 
ITork, in 1412 ; and from the accounts we hare 
of this journey, it appears to have been under- 
taken, owing to the prevalence &( strong rumours, 
that the shrine of St. John, of Beverley, had 
(exuded blood, all the day on which the battle 
of Agincourt had been fought. Victory being 
consequently imputed to the merits of that saint, 
Henry made a pilgrimage to visit his shrine. 

Whilst the king and queen remained at York, 
an account arrived of the death of the duke of 
Clarence, the king's brother ; who was slain in 
France* By an old register, belonging to the 
city, it also appears, that during his reign, a 
command from the king, was received by the lord 
mayor, to seize and confiscate the estate and 
effects of Thomas Lord Scroope, of Masham, who 
had been beheaded for high treason : his head 
was also sent along with the mandate, accom- 
panied by au order to place it over Micklegate 
Bar. 

During the reign of Henry the sixth, the house 
of York endeavoure<l to establish their title to 
the throne ; but Richard, duke of York, having 
fallen at the battle of Wakefield, his head, in 
derision of his pretensions, was crowned with 
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paper^ and with those of Ricliard, earl of Salis- 
bury, Sir John Limbrick, Sir Ralph Stanley, and 
others, was placed over Micklegate-Bar, each 
iace being toward the city. 

On the death of Richard, duke of York, Ed*- 
ward, his son^ was proclaimed king of England ; 
and, having collected a force of 40,000 strong, he 
encamped at Pontefract. Henry and his queen^ 
were in York ; and in this city or it^s vicinity, 
had 60,000 men) which were commanded by the 
duke of Somerset^ the earl of Northumberland ^ 
and lord Clifford ; who proceeded with the army 
against Edward^ leaving Henry, his queeii^ and 
son, in the city. 

A body of light horse, commanded by lord 
Clifford, cut their way through the pass, at 
Ferrybridge, which was guarded by a detach- 
ment from Edward's forces. Clifford, however, 
falling in with lord Falconberg soon after, was 
obliged to retire on the main army ; and, in his 
retreat, he was shot dead by a headless arrow. 

Edward, being doubtful of the fidelity of his 
troops, published a proclamation, that all who 
wished not to fight, might leave the army ; but that 
jt should be death for any to depart after the com- 
mencement of the battle. This offer was refused 
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by ally and they immediately proceeded to meet 
the forces of Henry ; which were encamped in 
Towton field, two miles from Tadcaster. Pre- 
vious to the battle, Edward, who commanded in 
person, fearful of being embarrassed with pri- 
soners, issued a proclamation that no quarter 
should be given to the enemy; and a similar 
order was, consequently given, by Henry's com- 
manders. 

Early on the morning of Palm-Sunday, March 
29, J 461, the battle commenced, with a flight of 
arrows^ from Henry's men ; but, a shower of snow 

^ The Bow seems to have been much used at this 
period; and so fully was Edward convinced of it^s 
effect on this occasion, that in the fifth year of his reign, 
an act was passt^d, commanding every Englishman 
to have a Bow of h\9 own height; and that Butts 
should be provided in every township ; at which the in- 
habitants were obliged to exercise, every feast day, and 
holiday 9 or be subject to certain penalties. Of course 
there must have been Bltts in or near York, but no re- 
mains of them are now visible. It is however supposed 
they stood near ClifforcTs Tower. 

Edward the second, in the year 1314, when march- 
ing from York against the Scots, seems also to have 
been much strengthened by the archers of his day ; for 
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whteh fell rn their faees, prevented them from 
4isoerffiing the exact distance of the enemy^ and 
caused nsest of tiieir arrows to fall harmless on the 
^ronnd* A^fter Henry's foroes had emptied their 
qutrers, Edward^s men gathered ap the arrows^ 
and shot them back upon their former possessors. 
On perceiving this^ Henry's eommanders urged 
their foroes to close combat, and a desperate 
slaughter ensued. The Lancastrians, who were 
distinguished by the Red Rose, at length gave 
way, and fled towards York. Many were lost in 
crossing the bridge, at Tadcaster; and we are 
told that the rivulet near that town, and the river 
Wharf, were both discoloured with the blood of 
the slain — thirty-six thousand seven hun- 

we are informed, that lie summoned all tlie able men from 
this part of the country ; and by the folloiviRg quotation, 
we find them to have been chiefly ^rquiverM warriors.'^ 

''From Humber'g streams, whose tumbling waves resound. 

And deafen all the adjoining coasts around. 

To where the Tweed in softer windings flows. 

Full fifty thousand quivered warriors rose ; — 

A hardy race, who, well experienced, knew 

To fit the shafty and twang the bended yew ; 

Bred up to danger, and inurM to dare 

In distant fight, and aim the feathered war'* 
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bRiftb Am> SEVENTY-SIX ENGLISHMEN having 
fallen on this memorable occasion. The dead 
bodies were buried in pits, and such other places 
as offered the most ready receptacle for them* 
Quarter was granted to the earl of Devonshire ; 
but he appears to have been the only prisoner 
taken during that dreadful conflict. 

The fatal intelligence was immediately con- 
veyed to Henry and his queen, at York, by the 
dukes of Somerset and Exeter ; with whom thej 
fled into Scotland; Edward entering the city 
nearly as they departed. The victor soon took 
down from the bar, the head of his father, and 
those of his colleagues ; and, in his turn, ordered 
several of the adherents of Henry to be beheaded, 
and their heads to be placed over the same bar. 
Edward having quieted all the northern part8> 
returned to London, and was crowned king of 
England. 

In the year 1464, he again arrived at York, 
with a very numerous army, and most of 
his nobility, on their march against the Scots, 
French, and Northumbrians ; who had united in 
favour of Henry. The armies meeting at Hex- 
ham, a battle ensued, in which Edward was again 
iriumphant. Among Henry's equipage was 

H 
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takeiiy the royal eap, called Abacot^ garnished 
w-itb two rich crowns. This diadena was used 
at Edward's eoronattoo at York, on the 4th of 
)i[ay foUQwing^wben the ceremoi^ was performed 
wkh great aoleipnityi At this time, lord George 
md Sir Humphrey ISeville, with twenty^^tivt 
more prisoners, were beheaded. 

j^y a gra«t> froi» Edward to this city, low 
JUwJged io th(e tower, it appears tliat the citizens 
l^d been friendly to him and his cause; for 
the patent is dated at York, June 10th, 1464, 
and expresses the king^ great concern for the 
suffertngs tlie city had experienced daring those 
3rara, and for the poverty they had occasioned ; in 
eonsideration of which, he not only relinquished 
bis usual demands upon the city, but assigned 
it for the twelve succeeding years, an annual 
rent of ^40^ from his customs at Hull. 

This monarch, a few years afterward, privately 
IDarried a lady in Engkind, whilst tlie famous 
earl of Warwick was negociating a treaty in 
France, for his marriage with the French king's 
sister. Warwick, disgusted by Edward's conduct, 
espoused the cause of Heury, in which he united 
his two brothers, one of whom was. lord pre* 
sideut, aad the other^ archbishop of York. It 
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was kgteed that the two latter should stir up a 
comaiotion in the north, Whilst Warwick, who wais 
govei^nor of Calais^ should land in the south. 

With this determination, their attention wai 
directed towai^d the city of York, where an hos^ 
pital had long before been established, for the relitf 
of the indigent ; and supported by donations from 
liffluent farmers, in the time of harvest. Those 
Toluntary contributions, however, by custom, were 
at length considered a debt due from each farmeir 
to the hospital; and government appointed 
officers to collect theita. This was made a pre- 
text for dissatisfaction, and the two brothers of 
the earl of Warwick, eagerly improved such an 
opportunity to increase the spirit of revolt. They 
accordingly misrepresented the alfair; stating, 
that the hospital required no such assistance, and 
that the corn only went to enrich the pril^sts. 
This stratagem had the desired effect ; and the 
public were so exasperated with the idea of 
having long been imposed upon, that ld,000 men 
assembled, and marched toward York. 

So warlike an appearance spread general alarm 
in the city ; and whilst the inhabitants were he- 
sitating whether to march out and give the in- 
surgents battle, or not, the Marquis Montacute, 
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the lord president before-mentioned, whose cotl<« 
duct in this instance is not easily accounted for, 
selected a small number of men, and in the night, 
attacked and defeated the insurgents ; many of 
whom he killed, and others he took prisoners. 
Among the latter was their leader, Robert Hoi- 
dern, whom he caused to be beheaded before 
one of the city gates. Another leader was 
soon chosen ; who marching into the south, took 
Edward prisoner, and placed him in the custody 
of the archbishop of York. This prelate sent 
him to Middleham castle ; whence he escaped, 
and fled to the continent. 

Edward, however, in the year 1471, assisted by 
the duke of Burgundy, who supplied him with 
men and money, was enabled to land at Ravens- 
worth, in Yorkshire; which he did under the 
pretext of coming to claim his patrimonial estate 
of York only, and not the crown. This pretence 
was disbelieved by Warwick, who sent strict 
orders to York that he should not be admitted. 
Still Edward continued to advance toward the 
city ; and, on his near approach, was met by 
two aldermen, who informed him that he could 
not be received there. 

Edward, in reply , repeated his former professions 
m( loyalty to .the king; and appealed, in strong 
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terms, to the feelings of the citizens ; who, on 
his having sworn to preserve the liberties of the 
city, and to obey Henry^s commands, opened 
to him the gates. He rode immediately to 
the cathedral, and confirmed his oath at the 
sacred altar. This was, however, only base hypo- 
crisy ; for, no sooner had he performed this cere- 
mony, than he assumed the regal title, raised a 
considerable loan in the city, and, leaving it well 
garrisoned, marched to the south. The battle of 
Batnet soon followed, at which Edward defeated 
Henry's forces, slew Warwick and his brother, 
and shortly after committed Henry to the tower; 
by which Edward was enabled to rest in peaceable 
possession of the crown. 

Some years subsecjuent to the battle of Bamet, 
Edward, being in the north, visited York. The lord 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty on horseback, 
met his majesty at some distance from the city. 
They were accompanied by many qf the principal 
citizens, some on horseback, and others on foot ; 
who, on conducting the king to the city, saluted 
him with loud acclamations. The royal visiter 
staid only a few days; and,, on his departure, 
made the city a present of a large sum of 
iponey. 
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In tbe year 1483, this sovereign paid the com- 
mon debt of nature ; and his brother Jlichard^ 
who was then at York, and whom Edward had 
left guardian to his soii^, ordered a requium to 
be sung in the minster^ for the reppse of the 
king^s departed soaL 

Having performed this rite, probably to cover 
his neferious purposes, lie went up to Lo^^Uma. 
Soon after his arrival, he several times addressed 
letters to the mayor and citi?^ns of Yark> by 
which means he obtained 4Q0O men, ehie% from 
this city, under pfeteiiee of bloody Resigns oi 
the part of the queen ; and caused himself to be 
ecowned ia Lcondon^ with tJiie title of Richard 
the third. 

On obtaining possession of the throne, he 
imprisoned his nephews, and hastened to have 
his coronation repeated at York^ During this 
journey, the execrable murder of those two 
young princes, was perpetrated in the tower of 
London. 

The coronation was performed at the cathedral 
in York, by archbishop Rotheram, with great 
pomp and parade. All the lords of the king- 
dom, temporal and spiritual, were present oni 
this occasion ; and the city resounded in every 
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party with tiltt> tournaments, and other tri- 
umphal sports ; which were continued till Richard 
left the city. 

Previous to thb prince's departure, he sum- 
moned a meeting of the aldermen and commotuv 
to whom he expressed his grateful remembrailoe 
of their services; and said, that knowing the 
circumstances of the city were far from afflu- 
ent, he would givC) for the relief of the citi- 
zens, certain privileges. These are described in 
an ancient record, in the following words:— « 
^ in esyng of the tolls, murage, buteher-peniiys, 
and skitgild of the said cite, yerely ^'23: 11 i2 
for evyr ; that is to say, for the murage, £^x. 
and the residue to the sheriffs ; so that it sbold 
be lefuU to every person coming to the said die 
with their guds and cattell, and them freely M 
sell in the same without i^ny thing gratifying, or 
paying for toll or murage pf any of the said 
guds ; and his grace most graciounly granted td 
the mair and commonality of the said cite yerely 
xld. for ever, to the behoof of the eommonality 
and chamber of the said cite ; and yerely to the 
■lair Ibr the tyme being, as bis chief serjeant at 
ayrms, xiid. of the day, beiag Iry the yere, 
^18: •:0;' 
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However trifling those sums may now appear, 
it will certainly be acknowledged they were of 
considerable importance at the time they were 
granted, when it is considered that the current 
prices of grain, in the capital of the kingdom, but 
a few years before, had been as follow: 

£. $. d. 

Wheat, per quarter m 2 

Barley, ditto 1 10 

Peas, ditto 3 4 

Oats, ditto 1 e 

Soon after the coronation in this city, the duke 
of Buckingham took up arms against the king ; 
who immediately forwarded a letter, addressed. 

To the maire and communalitie of the citie of 
Yorhy^ informing them of the circumstance, and 
requesting assistance. On the receipt of this let- 
ter, it was determined that John Spon, sergeant to 
the mace, should be sent to Edward, at Notting- 
ham, to learn his majesty's wilL The fatal battle 
of Bosworth field, in 1485, immediately succeeding, 
closed the career of that monarch, who, though 
guilty of many crimes, appears not to have been 
devoid of some virtues. Either from gratitude 
or policy, he requited the adherence of our city 
to his interest with royal munificence; and by 
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different records, we find that his memory was 
highly honoured in this part of the country. 

Henry the seventh, in 1480, assumed the reins 
of government; and wisely united the interests of 
the red and white roses, by marrying the princess 
Elizabeth, heiress of the house of York. This po« 
litic measure, did not secure immediate tranquil- 
lity ; for in the second year of his reign, an insur- 
rection broke out in the north, under the sanction 
of lord Lovel and the two Staffords ; and was 
afterwards headed by the earl of Lincoln. The 
earl landed with Lambert Symnel, from Ireland ; 
whom he caused to be proclaimed king, under 
ihe title of Edward the sixth. 

These noblemen, in the name of their king, 
sent a letter, addressed to the lord mayor, his 
brethren, and the commonalty of the city of York, 
commanding that lodgings, victuals, &c. should 
be provided for the insurgents. The contents of 
this order were immediately communicated to 
Henry; who, without delay, proceeded to the 
north, whither he had previously sent a consider- 
able number of unarmed men, with a view to 
pacify, rather than exasperate his enemies. This 
policy however nearly proved fatal to him ; for 
nn attempt was made to seize his per90Q, whilst 
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he was solemniung St. George's day in this cHy t 
and it certainly would have been successful^ had 
not the earl of Northumberland rescued him. 
Several of the principals in this insurrection were 
secured, and hanged upon a gibbet in York ; 
soon after which Henry returned to the south. 

The county of York and the bishoprick of 
Durham, in 1488, refused to pay their quota of a 
J^qd-^x, granted to defray the expenses in- 
curred by iiendii^ an army into Britany, and 
which h^ been readily submitted to by all the 
other eo^ntieai. Tlie earl of Northumberland 
having w^i^en tQ the king, respecting this re* 
fusal, received for answer, that the utmost farthing 
must be paid, or other counties would expect an 
abatement* That noblemap then summoned to 
York the chief persons concerned \u this afiair; 
but, instead of using conciliatory means, he ad^ 
dressed them in so haughty fi manner,, that con- 
siderable irritation was the consequent* The 
people even rose, assailed his house^ a|id slew 
the earl, with many of his servants. 

This was the commencement of a new insure 
rection; but it was not of long continuance. 
The insurgents chose, for their leaders, Sir John 
Egiemont^ and John a Chambt e>^ a mam of ple^ 
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beiftii birthy but who had comkierable influeEO^ 
over the minds of the commoa people. The stand** 
urd of rebellion was inimeUiately raiaeU ; but those 
who lalliecl round it,, were soon defeated by Tho^ 
mas earl of Surrey, who took John a Chambra 
l^isoner, and had him executed after his arriYal 
at York, on a gallows of extraordinary height; 
many of bis accomplices being suspended bof 
neath him. Those who escaped after the battkv 
had hastened to tbe city for protectioa^ but fled 
from it on the approach of the earl of Surrey* 
Amongst them was Sir J, Egremont, who ob^ 
lained protection from Margaret^ duchess of 
Burgundy, sister to the last two kings. 

On this occasion, Henry also visited York, in 
order to pacify that city and county. He mada 
a irery short stay ; leaving the earl of Surrey to 
levy the tax without any abatement. The firm«p 
ness of Henry's conduct so damped the spirits of 
tbe northern nmlcontenta, that they never more 
offered to disturb him* 

In 1503^ Margaret, Henry's eldest daughter, 
when on her journey into Scotland, in Mder to 
consumaaate her marriage with James lY., visited 
tbsi city, accompani^ by five hundred lords^ 
]MUei, and esquires* The citia^ens proved tbeir 
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mibinission to Henry, by paying her every mark 
of respect. The sheriffs in their crimson gowns^ 
attended by one hundred citizens on horseback, 
met her at Tadcaster; and at different places 
on the road, she was joined by other companies. 
The lord mayor also, arrayed in crimson satin, 
with a collar of gold, and every insignia of au- 
thority, attended on horseback, at Micklegate- 
Bar, with the recorder and aldermen, all sump- 
tuously dressed, accompanied by the buigesses 
and inhabitants on foot, to welcome the princess 
into the city. She remained here from Saturday 
till Monday ; and was so much pleased with the 
attention she received during her stay, that on 
her departure, she made the following laconic 
speech : — My lord mayor y your brethrenj and 
all the whole city of Yorky I shall evermore en- 
deavour to love you and this city, all the days 
of my life.'' 

In 1509, Henry died, and was succeeded by 
his only son, Henry VHI., at the tender age 
of sixteen. This year was rendered remarkable 
also, by the art of printing having been esta- 
blished in the city of York, about 38 years after 
it's introduction into England from Germany. 
The frst printing press was erected by Hugo 
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Goes, the son of an ingenious printer at Ant- 
werp. His office was in the Minster- Yard, near 
St William's college^. We are informed that 
the royal printing presses were erected on the 
same scite, in I6I25 whilst Charles the first was 
at York. 

Five hundred men were raised in York and 
the Ainsty, in the year 1513, to join the army 
that marched against the Scots, under the earl of 
Surrey ; and which gained the memorable victory 
of Flodden field : 

Next went Sir Ninian Markenfil, 
In armour-coat of cunning work ; 
And next went Sir John Mandevile — 
With him, the citizens of York.*' 

fOU baUad 0/ Flodden field.) 

In this battle, James the fourth, king of Scot- 
land, Henry's brother in law, was killed. His 
body was conveyed to York, and there exposed 



'^In Ames's Typographical AntiquitieBf^ we observe 
the following^ curious passage : — Printing, in York, 
was early, in respect to other places in this kingdom ; 
which would incline one to conclude, they had some 
irooe epirit among them, willing to cultivate common 
sense.^* 
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to public view^ till Henry's return from !Prfttiee ; 
Irhen it was presented to him at Richmond. 

Previous to the year 1530, and even during 
some part of it, there were Fish^gat^s in the 
rivers Ouse and Humber ; but they were found 
so injurious to the trade of York, by preventing 
tlie free passage of ships from Hull to this city, 
that the lord mayor and commonalty petitioned 
parliament for their removal. We accordingly 
find that in this year, the twenty-third of Henry 
the eighth, an act of parliament was passed at 
Westminster, for amending the rivers Ouse 
and Humber, and for pulling down and avoiding 
of Fish' garths y piles, stakes, and other things 
set in the said rivers" 

In 1536, Henry's plan for the suppression of 
monasteries, met with considerable opposition, 
and caused many insurrections, particularly iii 
the northern parts of the kir gdom. One of these 
was tieaded by lord D'Arcy, Robert Aske, esq. 
Sir Robert Constable, Sir John Bulnier and his 
lady, Sir Thomas Piercy, brother to the earl of 
Northumberland, Sir Stephen Hamilton, Ni- 
cholas Tempest, and William Lunley, esquires ; 
who, with forty thousand priests, peasants, and 
labourers, declared by proclamation, that they 
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rose only in defence of their religion : Hence 
this insurrection was termed The pilgrimage 
efgrate.^^ 

Comnitssions were immediately issued to se^ 
veral noblemen^ commanding them to levy troops 
for the king; whilst Henry used every other 
exertion to assemble the greatest force possible. 
In the interim, Aske made himself master of 
Pontefract castle, York, and Hull; and exerted 
all his influence to gain the assistance of the 
nobles, and other leading men in the county. 

The duke of Norfolk took up his quarters at 
Doncaster, with 5000 men, to which place the 
rebels advanced ; but were prevented crossing 
the Don, in consequence of a great fall of rain, 
that caused the river to overflow it's banks. 
A proclamation of pardon was then issued, by 
the king, to those who would disperse; which 
being generally accepted, the principal insurgents 
were secured, and executed at Tyburn and HuH. 
Bobert Aske, esq. the most active of them, was 
however suspended above Clifford's Tower, in 
York. 

The spirit of insurrection having much sub- 
sided in 1541, Henry paid a visit to the northern 
parts of bis domdoioiis, to receive their submission 
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in person. As he passed through Lincdlnshirei 
the obligation conferred by his pardon^ was 
acknowledged by several towns^ acconlpanied by 
a present of money from each. On his entrance 
into Yorkshire, he was received by two hundred 
gentlemen, attended by four thousand yeoman 
and servants ; who, by the medium of Sir Robert 
Bowes, made humble submission, and presented 
the king with £900. 

On Barnsdale, Henry was met by the arch* 
bishop of York, and three hundred of his clergy ; 
who also made great submission to the king, 
and presented him with £600. At the city he 
was received with great magnificence, by the 
lord mayor, who presented him with £100. 

The mayors of Newcastle and Hull, who had 
come here to meet his majesty, each presented 
him with the like sum. 

It appears that Henry expected to have an 
interview with the king of Scotland, at this time, 
in order to settle a lasting peace ; but the Scotch 
nobility and clergy, doubting his sincerity, op- 
posed the measure, and thereby disappointed the 
English sovereign. He stayed only twelve days 
in York, during which time, he established a 
president and council in the city, under the great 
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seal of Oyer and Teriliiner, which continued till 
the reign of Ch^^rles the first. The same year^ 
Sir John Neville, knight, and ten other persons 
were taken in rebellion, and executed at York, 

This city suffered tnuch by the suppre2»sion of 
religious houses, in Henry's reign. Previous to 
that event, York, besides the cathedral church, 
contained also forty-one parish churches, se* 
venteen chapels, sixteen hospitals, nine religious 
houses, and the venerable Abbky of St. Mary, 
whose ruins are yet greatly admired. Not only 
this abbey, but monasteries, hospitals, chapels, 
priories, and even eighteen of the parish churches 
were involved in the general destruction ; and so 
prevalent was the spirit of plunder, and so un- 
restrained, that even the graves and vaults of the 
deceased were savagely torn open in search of 
treasure. Stone coilins were likewise emptied of 
the mouldering remains of mortality, and used as 
troughs in the ordinary occupations of life. 

The number of indigent individuals, was also 
greatly increased by many sick and old people, 
priests, nuns, &c. being thus deprived of their 
dwellings. Drake says, This reformation went so 
far here, as almost to put a stop to all religion.'^ 
Even trade and merchandize suffered so ex- 

I 
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tremely hy it, as to cause an act of parliament 
to be passed, in the following reign^ for the 
relief of the city, 

Edward the sixth, succeeded Henry, his father^ 
in 1*547, at ten years of age ; and in 1548, an in- 
surrection broke out at Seamour, near Scarbo- 
rough, promoted by the parish clerk of that 
place, and some other persons^ under the pre- 
tence of reforming abuses in religion ; but being 
inconsiderable, it was quickly suppressed ; and 
the leaders of this rebellion lyere iaken the fol- 
lowing year, and executed at York, 

Jn 1551, this city suffered considerably by the 
fiweating sickness, which extraordinary disease 
was then prevalent in England, It's first attack 
was always by a sudden chilness, succeeded by 
excessive perspiration ; which if checked by cold, 
was sure to prove fatal in q few hours. Such 
was the terror generally excited by this alarming 
disorder, that great nuiiibers left tlie kingdom, 
thinking thpi by so doing, they should escape the 
contagion. But their speculations proved futile, 
for the evil followed them ; and however strange 
it may appear, the most respectable authorities 
inform us, that the English people, in various 
parts of the continent^ though breatiiing a puref 
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air amongst men of diflferent nations^ daily fell 
victims to this disease ; whilst the foreigners who 
surrounded them^ escaped the dreadful scourge : 

"This rapid fury, not like other pests 
Pursued a gradual course; but, in a day 
RushM as a storm o'er half the astonish'd isle. 
And strew'd, with sudden carcasses, the land. 
Some sought protection in far-distant skies ; 
But none they found. It seemM, the general air 
Was then at enmity with English blood : 
Infectious horror ran from face to face. 
And pale despair. 'Twas men's sole business, then. 
To tend the sick ; and, in their turns — to die 

Two years after, Edward paid the great debt 
of nature, and bequeathing his crown to the 
amiable, though unfortunate lady Jane Gray, that 
victim to the ambition of her father, the marquis 
of Dorset, was, in due form, proclaimed his suc« 
fcessor. She reluctantly accepted the regal ho- 
nors, and possessed them only a few days ; but 
with her husband, lord Dudley, was put to death, 
by Mary, a cruel and bigotted character, who 
3ucceeded her. During the reign of this queen, 
who is frequently called bloody Mary, nothing 
of particular interest occurred relative to our 
city; it not proving a scene of any of thosQ 

13 
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dreadful transactions, which at once distingnisli 
and disgrace this period of English history. 

Mary died and was succeeded by Elizabeth, 
in 1558. . Against this ^ueen, Thomas Piercy, 
earl of Northumberland, Charles Neville, earl of 
Westmoreland, and other persons of rank, rose 
in open rebellion, in 1569, intending to restore 
the Roman Catholic religion, and bring Mary, 
queen of Scots, to the English throne, To ac- 
complish this purpose, they marched with 1600 
horse and 4000 foot, to besiege York ; but hear- 
ing that the earl of Sussex was there, with 5000 
effective men, they retired, and laid siege to 
Barnard-Castle. That fortress was under the 
command of Sir George Bowes, and his brother ; 
who, after a gallant defence of eleven days, ca- 
pitulated on condition that the garrison should 

be allowed to march, with their arms and am- 

• 

munition, to York; which they accordingly did. 

In the mean time, the earl of Sussex, the lord 
lieutenant, the earl of Rutland, lord Hunsden, 
William lord Evers, and Sir Ralph Sadler, with 
their forces, marched from York, against the 
rebels. Their approach induced the leaders, 
through fear, to desert their forces, and flee into 
Scotland, Being thus forsaken^ the insurgents 
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dispersed; but raotst of them were killed, or 
taken in their flight. Amongst the prisoners, 
were Simon I>igby, of Aiskew, and John Ful* 
thorpe, of Iselbeck, esqrs. ; also Robert Penny-* 
man, of Stokesley, and Thomas Bishop, jun. of 
Pocklington, gentlemen, all of whom were im« 
prisoned in the castle of York. On the Good 
Friday following, they were hanged, beheaded^ 
and quartered, on Knavesmire ; and to complete 
the barbarous practice of those times, their heads 
were placed over the four principal gates of 
the city. 

The earl of Westmoreland escaped, from Scat^ 
land, into Flanders ; but the earl of Northumber- 
land was betrayed and given up, by a false friend, 
the earl of Moreton ; after which, he was con* 
veyed a prisoner to York, and beheaded on the 
twenty-second of August, 1572, on a scaffold, 
erected for the purpose, in the Pavement of this 
city. His head was then placed on a high pole, 
over Micklegate-Bar, where it remained till it 
was taken away two years after. His body was 
interred, by two faithful domestics, in the churcli 
of St. Crux, without any memorial. 

The head of the earl of Northumberland seems 
Bot however to have been taken down by official 

13 



134 mSTORY OF THIS 

command ; for, in a curious old manuscript writ'' 
ten in those times, we find the following : In 
the year 1574, the head of the earl of North- 
umberlan(|, was stolen^ in the night, from Mick- 
legate- Bar, by persons unknown." In the same 
manuscript it is recorded, that during this year, 
a very considerable earthquake was experienced 
in York. It also further adds, that a prison on 
Ouse- Bridge was about that time erected. 

The year 1585, was remarkable for a union of 
many of the churches of this city ; and in 1600, 
York was again visited with a very serious earth- 
quake^ which alarmingly pervaded most of th6 
utreets. 

At the death of Elizabeth, in 1602, she was 
succeeded by James the sixth, of Scotland. On 
his coming from his own dominions in the follow- 
ing year, to take possession of the crown of Eng- 
land, he visited this city the 16th of April; and 
was received with all the ceremony and splen- 
dour customary on such occasions. The lord 
mayor and corporation, previous to his niajesty^s 
departure, made the king a present of a valuable 
silver cup, with a cover of silverand gilt, weighing 
seventy-three ounces,and containing two-hundred 
angels of gold^ the value of which was £100. 
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In retiirn for this present, the king conferred the 
tionor of knighthoo.i on the lord mayor. 

In the following June, his queen, and their 
two eldest children, Harry and Elizabeth, visited 
York, on their road from Edinburgh to Lon- 
don, and were received with every mark of 
honourable distinction. They remained here 
several days ; and on their departure, the queen 
was presented with a large silver cup, with a 
double gilt cover, in which were eighty angels of 
gold. To the prince was also given a smaller 
cup, containing gold, value £20; and, to the 
princess, a purse of twenty angels of gol<i. 

The plague, which the preceding year had 
carried off 30,578 persons in London, raged to 
such an alarming extent here, in 1604, that the 
markets within the city were prohibited, to pre- 
vent the contagion from spreading into the 
country ; and stone crosses were erected in va- 
rious parts of the vicinity of York, where the 
country people met the citizens, and sold them 
their commodities. Several of these crosses are 
yet remaining. The lord president's courts were 
adjourned to Ripon and Durham; many of the 
inhabitants left the city — the minster, and even 
the minster-yard^ were both shut up, and the 

14 
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iinfortuhate subjects of infection were sent to 
Hob- Moor and Horse- Fair, where bootlis of 
boards were erected to receive them. No fewer 
than 3512 inhabitants of York fell victims to 
this pestilential disease ; though by means of these 
precautions, it was not of long continuance. 

In 1607,, during a protracted and severe frosty 
the rivQr Ouse was completely frozen over, and 
the ice n:as so strong, that various sports were 
practised Upon it. Drake observes, that even a 
horse-race was run on the frozen element from 
the tower at the end of Marygate, under the 
great arch of the bridge, to the crane, at Skel* 
4ergate Postern. 

Seven, years after this event, there was so con- 
siderable a fall of snow, during a frost of about 
seven weeks, that when it was dissolved by a 
thaw, attended with but little rain, the Ouse ran 
down Northstreet and Skeldergate with so much 
violence, as to oblige all the inhabitants of those 
streets to leave their houses. It being the 
March assizes, four boats were employed at the 
end of Ouse-BriiJge, to carry passengers across 
the river ; and the same number were engaged 
in Walmgatc, to ferry over the Foss. The 
flood lasted ten days ; in which time it drove 
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ilown many small bridges. This frost was fol- 
lowed by a droughty that continued till August 
following, and caused a scarcity in hay, beans, 
and barley, which raised the price of each to an 
unprecedented average. 

In August 1617, king James passed through 
York, attended by the principal men of England 
and Scotland, on a journey to the latter. His 
majesty was received with the usual ceremonials ; 
and after the sword had been presented to him, 
a standing eup^ value £30:6: 7, and an elegant 
purse, the price of which was <£3, containing 
100 double sovereigns in it, were also given to 
him. 

It is remarkable that tlie kii^, after having 
attended divine service at the cathedral, on the 
sabbath-day, touched about 70 persons, afllicted 
with the kiny^s-erily who had assembled there 
for the purpose ; a certain proof they were the 
slaves of that still greater evil — ignorant pre-- 
judice. He also dined with the lord mayor, the 
same day ; and, after dinner, kni<^hted his lord- 
ship and the recorder. 

On Monday, James rode to Sherilf-Huttoii 
park; and, on the following day, Dr. Hodgson, 
chancellor of the church, and chaplain to his 
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majesty, preached before him at the ihitnorj 
where the kin^ kept his court whilst at York. 

The lord mayor, aldermen^ and sheriffs, being 
present on the occasion, James^ after the sermon, 
took leave of them ; and entering his coach in 
the manor-yard, travelled the same evening to 
Biponi One hundred and seventeen pounds 
were, on that ocC!asion, charged on the city, for 
fees to the king's officers. 

This was the last visit with which York was ho- 
noured by that king ; who is ranked by several 
historians amongst men of learning ; but who fixed 
an eternal blot on his character, by the execution 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, fifteen years after sen- 
tence had been pronounced upon hiiA. 

James was not only a learned character, but 
also an author, which being extraordinary in a 
sovereign, the following list of his works is given r 
He first wrote " A Commentary on the Reve- 
lations," in which he calls the Pope, Antichrist: 
The next was, " Basilicon Doron or. Advice to . 
his Son : Then followed " Dscmonology ; or a 
Discourse on Witchcraft And lastly, ^ A 
Counterblast against Tobacco all which were 
afterwards published together, in one volume 
folio. 



SECTION V. 

From 1617, to the surrender of York to the Patn 
liamenVg Army, in 1644. 

In the last two Sections, the tender feelings of 
the reader will not have been much distressed 
with recitals of the horrors of war ; but all ter- 
restrial aflfairs are fluctuating, and now it is the 
painful duty of the historian to recount scenes of 
distress, and solicit attention to events both dis- 
graceful and degrading to mankind. 

King James, who stretched the royal preroga- 
tive to it's utmost bounds, died in the year J 625, 
and was succeeded by the unfortunate Charles the 
first. He, though not without some virtuous prin- 
ciples, trod in his father's steps, and was soon 
overtaken by retributive justice. His unhappy 
reign demands particular notice in the history of 
this city; because the dreadful effects of the civil 
war which then raged, were not experienced in 
any other part of the kingdom, so deeply as la 
York and it's vicinity. 

It may be proper previously to mention some 
minor occurrences. In the year 1631^ the citizens 
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expresses some surjvrise, when observing ihe 
stone was not of the grit kind, generally usffd by 
the Romans for those purposes ; but such as is 
found in the quarries near Malton, 

It is to be lamented the form of this altar has 
not been preserved. The following is however 
a copy of the inscription upon it, which was care- 
fully transcribed by Bryan Fairfax, esquire, an im- 
inediate descendant of it^s first English possessor. 

'/^ ^ M/ 

HOSPITAL IBVSFE 
NATIEVSQ OB CON 

SVA M SVORVM a 
VS'FR/EF ' COH 



After describing this vestige of antiquity, 
Drake observes : The inscriptioq has the 
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fiswe^t abbreviations in it tbat I ever met with ; 
and, except the last line, is obvious to any 
one that understands the latin tongue. Thi9 
bears several readin^^s — Mr, Horsley gives i% 
aram sacra faciondo nonf.'upacit dedicaviU 
Mr. Ward, in his annotations, published in the 
Britannia Romana, supposes it to mean, aram 
^acram factam nomine communi dedieavit. For 
iny part, I prefer Ursatus's notes, who, for eer-i 
tain, had seen the like on other altars abroad ; 
and he reads it, numini conservatori dedicaiam, 
Tel darijussitJ^ 

The whole may thus be translated : ^ To the 
great and mighty Jupiter, and to all gods and 
goddesses, household and peculiar gods, Publius 
Aelius Marcianus, prefect of a cohort, for the 
preservation of his own health and that of his fa- 
^nily, dedicated this altar to the great preserver.' 

When the Scotch rebellion of 1639, broke out, 
Charles again visited York. He was met at 
Tadcaster by the sheriffs, and at Micklegate-Bar 
by the lord mayor, and other officers of the cor- 
poration. The trained bands of the city and 
Ainsty, amounting to six hundred men, clad in 
buff and scarlet, with ru$set boots, black caps, 
and feathers^ were drawn up on the outside of 
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|M!icklegate-Bar ; and received him with a ge^.* 
^eral discharge of musketry. When the king 
bad reached the manor, those men drew up in 
Bishop fields, on the opposite side of the river, 
and performed their exercise, firing four rounds. 

As the king went to the cathedral, on the fol- 
lowing Sunday, the trained bands formed a lane, 
rank aiid file, for him to pass through. Their be-* 
baviQii^f was altogether so gratifying to this mo<- 
narch, tMt he not only distributed a sum of 
money aoipngst them, but also returned his 
thanks to them in person. 

That afternoon ^ Charles held a council at the 
manor, relative to the affairs of Scotland ; and 
during his stay, spent much time in reviewing 
his troops ; our city and it's neighbourhood being 
the principal rendezvous for the royal army. 

During this visit, the king, who was then 
thirty-nine years of age, ordered the bishop of Ely 
to wash the feet of 39 poor aged men, in yfarm 
water. This was done in the south aisle of the 
minster, and the bishop of Winchester, the king^s 
almoner, re-washed them in white wine, wiped, 
and kissed them. His majesty conferred a more 
substantial kindness upon the poor men ; by 
giving to each money, wine, and bread. 
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On Good Friday, he touched 200 persons, for 
the purpose of curing the king's-evil ; and before 
he left York, the king and his whole court dined 
with the lord mayor ; whom he knighted. He 
al^o conferr^ed the same honour on the recorder. 

After passing nearly a month in York, Charles, 
with bis forces, proceeded against the Scots; 
who, on his approach, laid down their arms, and 
swore obedience to him. The following year^ 
finding the king had disbanded his forces, they 
entered England, under the command of the ear) 
of Leven and the marquis of Montrose ; and, 
proceeding to the borders of Yorkshire, levied a 
contribution of £850 per day on Northumberland 
and Durham, and threatened soon to occupy this 
city. 

The king again hastened to York, and was re- 
ceived with every mark of loyalty. Whilst tliere, 
he issued a proclamation of pardon, to all who 
would in future be obedient to their sovereign. 

This proclamation had little effect upon the 
rebels, who had previously halted at Newcastle* 
The king, therefore, marked out several in- 
trenchments and fortifications, for the better 
aecurity of the city ; and summoned a great 
council .of all the peers of England, to meet 

K 



146 HISTORY OF THE 

there within twenty days. On the day the writs 
were issued, Sir Jacob Astley arrived at York, 
with the king's whole army, amounting to 12,000 
foot, and 3000 horse ; half of which he encamped 
in Clifton- fields, and half in Bishop- fields, on 
each side of the Ouse. To accommodate them, a 
temporary bridge of boats was formed over that 
river. 

Above fifty pieces of ordnance, 132 waggons 
loaded with powder, match, and shot; also several 
loads of pick-axes, spades, and shovels, were, at 
the same time, brought here from Hull. Many 
of the cannon were planted in front of the camp; 
and a guard was kept, day and night, at every 
Bar and Postern round the city, during nine 
weeks ; for, though the Scots had made several 
pretensions of desiring to enter into treaty, the 
king had been informed, that they secretly enter- 
tained an intention of surprizing him in York. 
About Martinmas, however, the weather being 
severe, the soldiers were quartered in the neigh- 
bouring villages. 

On the 10th of September, 1610, Charles as- 
sembled the gentlemen of Yorkshire, and pro- 
posed their paying the trained-bands for two 
months; to which they agreed. After entreating 
his majesty to exert himself for the restoration of 
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peace with the Scots, they begged that he would, 
itntnediately summon a parh'ament, as the only 
means of restoring and insuring a continuance 
of tranquillity. 

On the 24tli, the peers, whom, only, Charles had 
summoned, met at the deanery, in this city ; the 
hall of which was hung with rich tapestry. The 
king's chair of state being placed at the upper 
end of the hall, his majesty thence delivered a 
speech of considerable length ; in which he 
remarked, that not having time, under ex- 
isting circumstances, to assemble a parliament^ 
he had, according to the custom of his prede* 
cessors, called a great council of peers, whose 
advice he earnestly entreated, respecting his 
conduct towards the rebels, and the maintenance 
of his army. 

It was soon agreed that a treaty should be en- 
tered into with the Scots; and sixteen noble- 
men, viz.: the earls of Hereford, Bedford, Essex, 
Salisbury, Warwick, Bristol, Holland, Berkshire^ 
viscount Mandeville, and lords Wharton, Pagget, 
Brook, Powlet, Howard, Savile, and Dunsmore, 
were appointed commissioners. York was chosen 
by Charles as the place of treaty, but the Scots ob- 
jected to it, and Ripon was finally agreed upon. 

K2 
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The king and his council of peers sat in York 
more than a month, during which time, numerous 
messengers passed between tliera and the com- 
missioners at Ripon ; but the latter being of the 
same religious and political opinions as the rebels, 
did not act a faithful part towards the king ; and 
their proceedings consequently were not pro- 
ductive of any decisive arrangement. 

By Echard's History of England, we learn 
that whilst Charles was in York, the marquis 
of Montrose, one of the Scots' generals, was so 
much disgusted with the treachery of the king's 
commissioners, that he wrote a submissive letter 
to him, and freely offered to support his ma- 
jesty with both life and fortune. That letter 
falling into the hands of one inimical to the 
king, was sent to Lesley, the other Scots' general ; 
who accused the marquis of corresponding with 
the enemy. In reply to this charge, the latter 
demanded to know who durst call the king an 
enemy. Lesley, surprized at such bold and open 
conduct, relinquished any T^ilher proceedings 
against the marquis. 

The commissioners still continued to act with 
duplicity; and, finding the earl of StraiTord had 
defeated several of the enemy's regiments^ which 
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bfid advanced too far during the treaty, they 
persuaded Charles to remove the seat of de- 
plomacy to London, in order to meet his par- 
liament. He acceded to the advice, but the step 
proved extremely prejudicial to the king's in- 
terest. This parliament voted tlie abolition of 
the council court of York, in order to remove 
from the king the earl of Strafford, who was th6 
last president and judge of this court, and was 
entrusted with a more ample commission thail 
any of his predecessors. 

The situation of affairs in the north, the loy- 
alty of the inhabitants of York, and the conduct 
of the long parliament, were strong inducements 
for king Cliarles to notice, by frequent visits, the 
second city in his kingdom. After a short stay 
in the metropolis, he returned to York on the 
twentieth of November, 1641. He was then on 
his way into Scotland, where he had summoned A 
parliament, in order to ascertain their disposition 
towards him. 

The king was accompanied by his son, after* 
wards Charles the second ; also, by the Palsgrave 
of the Rhine, the duke of Lenox, and several 
other noblemen. The day following their ar- 
rival, he dined with the lord mayor, and knighted 
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both him and Robert Berwick^ esquire^ the re- 
corder. Perceiving that his person was ^ in 
danger, the king demanded a guard from the 
freeholders of Yorkshire, for his protection ; 
which was readily granted. 

In March, 1642, Charles removed his court to 
Vork; where he, and his son, prince Charles, 
with many of his nobles, were received with every 
token of attachment. The principal men of the 
county, and many also from the south, resorted 
to him, so that his court soon assumed a consi* 
derable appearance of splendour. 

The Yorkshire nobility, gentlemen, and others^ 
who were then attending the assizes, presented a 
loyal and affectionate petition to his majesty^ 
praying him to inform them of any expedient^ 
likely to remove the misunderstanding between 
himself and the parliament ; and offering to exert 
themselves to effect so desirable an object. The 
king returned a brief answer, requesting them to 
address their petitions to the parliament, and 
proceed as might seem most proper for the 
public welfare. Charles also now ordered his 
state printing presses to be placed in the house 
of Sir H, Jenkins, formerly St. William's college, 
in the yard belonging to the minster; and it 
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paper war soon commenced, which ended with 
more serious hostilities. 

In April, 1642, the king went from York to 
Hull, intending to secure the magazines of that 
town, which were even more considerable than 
those of the tower, in London ; but his majesty 
had the mortification to find the gates shut 
against him, and the bridges drawn up. Sir John 
Hotham, the governor, appeared upon the walls^ 
and refused to admit his sovereign. Charles, 
obliged to return, slept at Beverley that night ; 
and arrived at York the following day ; whence 
he sent an address to parliament, complaining of 
the conduct of Sir John Hotham, and demanding 
that he should be punished as a traitor. In 
reply, they forwarded to the king, at York, 
certain resolutions, approving the conduct of 
Sir J. Hotham ; together with a declaration, vin- 
dicating their own proceedings. These deter- 
minations were delivered by lord Howard, of 
Escrick, lord Fairfax, Sir Hugh Cholmley, Sir 
Philip Stapleton, and Sir Henry Cholmley, who 
were also ordered by parliament to reside in 
York, as spies over the conduct of the king. 

The principal men in Yorkshire, considering 
the conduct of Sir J. Hotham as an open de- 
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clarAiion of war, 6eut an address to Charles; in 
which they offered to collect a suflScient number 
of men in the county, to take the town of Hull 
by force ; but the king declined their kind oflfer^ 
HBder the vain idea that a reconciliation might 
be effected. 

Various messages, petitions, declarations, &e. 
passed between the king and his subordinate 
rulers, whilst he remained in York; and his 
majesty having sun)moned the Yorkshire gen« 
tlemeii to meet him in the city, on the 12th of 
May, 1612, four thousand of them assembled; 
to whom Charles made a formal addresis, relative 
to the state of the country. His court was at 
that time held at Sir Arthur Ingram's house, in 
the minster-yard, and not at the manor; but the 
republican part of the assembly, together with 
the liigh sheriff, Sir R, Hutton, knight, of Golds*- 
borough, after hearing the king's speech, retired 
to the deanery, and there signed an answer to it^ 
requesting his majesty to throw himself entirely 
upon the parliament, on whose care and affection 
he might safely rely. To this address, the king 
replied in a very brief and indirect manner. 

The loyal party 4vas, however, much more 
numerous than the other^ and determined to 
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show their loyalty, by a public address to the 
king, expressive of their attachaieiit to him. 
Charles returned an appropriate answer; after 
which, two hundred young men of the county 
voluntarily formed themselves into a troop, under 
the command of the prince of Wales. His ma* 
jesty had also seven hundred of the trained band^ 
which were paid every Saturday, at the kuig's 
individual expense. This small force, raised 
solely for the protection of the king's person, 
was made a subject of complaint by the par- 
liament; who said that Charles was levying 
forces to subdue them; and they accordingly 
published several pamphlets on the subject, to 
alarm the people. One of those particularly 
deserves notice from it's strange title, which was 
as follows: " Horrible news from York, Hull, 
and Newcastle ; concerning the king's majesty's 
intent to take up arms against the parliament.'' 

Whilst the king was at Yorli, the Portuguese 
ambassadors came to this city. Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton, keeper of the great seal, also joined his 
majesty, and brought with him that important 
mark of sovereignty. The following noblemen 
likewise left their seats in parliament, to paj 
their duty to the sovereign, at York^ viz. : 
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Duke of RichmoDd 
Marquis of Hartford 

Hamilton 

Earl of Cumberland 

Bath 

- Soutliampton 

..^ Dorset 

Salisbury 

.».^ Northampton 

Devonshire 

^ Carlisle 

Clare 

Westmoreland 
Monmouth 
Lindsey 
, Newcastle 
. Dover 
. Carnarvon 



Earl of Newport 

Thiiuet 

Lord Mowbray 

Strange 

Wiiioiighby 

LongULVule 

Rich 

Aniover 

Fauconberg 

Lovelace 

Paulet 

Newark 
Coventry 

Savile 

Dunsmore 

Seymour 

Capell 



The state of the nation now began to wear a 
very serious aspect. Charles issued a procla- 
mation, dated at the Court at York, the 27th of 
May, 1642; in which, under pain of punishment, 
according to law, he strictly prohibited all his 
subjects, belonging to the trained bands or mi- 
litia, from rising, marching, mustering, or ex- 
ercising, by virtue of any ordinance from either, 
or both of the houses of parliament; without his 
consent and warrant. 
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At the same time, the king issued an order, 
requiring all ministers, freeholders, farmers, and 
substantial cop^^holders, to assemble on Heworth- 
Moor, in the vicinity of this city, on the third of 
June following. Above seventy-thousand people 
assembled at the time and place appointed. The 
king attended, accompanied by one hundred and 
fifty knights, with their esquires and gentlemen, 
and guarded by eight hundred foot soldiers. As 
bis majesty approached liis assembled subjects, 
he was greeted with three loud huzzas; after 
which the king addressed them in a formal 
speech, respecting his situation, their loyalty, &c. 
A printed address, also, from the king to the 
freeholders, was distributed on this occasion. 
It comprised an apology to the latter for the 
treatment, aiTronts, and provocations, which in 
their petition to his majesty, they bad complained 
of having received at York, 

In Hurtley's Account of the Curiosities in 
Craven," is the following paragraph on this sub* 
ject : Another petition of the gentry, ministers, 
freeholders, and inhabitants of the county was 
now offered to be presented by Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, but which his majesty refused to accept. 
Strange and unaccountable infatuation ! to refuse 
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the loyal and affectionate petition and adrice of 
80 many thousands of free born subjects, thus 
respectfully presented and importunately ten- 
dered to him, even upon the pomel of his saddle, 
by a man of the first character and consequence^ 
in a country, and at a moment, where so inju- 
dicious a rebufT could only tend to increase^ 
Instead of allay, the popular discontents, and by 
a man too, says lord Com. Whitlocke, who knew 
him well, of as meek and humble a carriage as 
ever I saw in high employment.^' 

After addressing the people, Charles returned 
to his court ; which appears to have been very 
splendid. Loud acclamations of God bless the 
king," resounded from his friends, as he retired ; 
and accompanied him, till he was safe within the 
fcourt gates. 

In answer to the king's proclamations, the 
parliament issued an order, directing all high- 
sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other officers, 
within 150 miles of York, to be vigilant in stop- 
ping arms and ammunition going towards the 
city,- and to apprehend all persons who were 
found transgressing. 

After various messages and negociations had 
l^assed between Charles and the parliament, during 
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his majesty's stay of five months at York^ he 
called another meeting of the Yorkshire gen- 
tlemen, who seem to have advised him to quit 
this part of the country, to prevent it's being 
the seat of hostilities. The king accordingly 
took an affecting leave of them, and issued a 
proclamation from the court at York, on the 
twelfth of August, requiring .those who favoured 
his cause, to meet him at Nottingham, on the 
twenty-second instant. He then repaired to that 
town, and erected the royal standani ; the dreadful 
signal of civil war. To your tenU, O fyrcielV^ 
was now the universal watch-word. The earl of 
Cumberland was left supreme commander of the 
t^ountry in all military affairs ; and Sir Thomas 
Glemham second in command — both of them at 
the particular request of the Yorkshire nobility 
and gentry. 

It is very evident, that both the king and his 
discontenteiJ subjects, were for some time averse 
to embroiling the nation in the liorrors of a civil 
war; but the latter, inflamed by the conduct of 
the former, were hurried on to take steps which 
it was not easy for them to retrace. A little 
more forliearance in the one, and a greater degree 
of condescension, united with firmness of mind Ib 
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the other, might probably have prevented those 
dreadful scenes which followed, and which it is 
our painful duty to record. 

It was on the second of September, 1642, that 
the king left the city of York ; and the lord 
mayor immediately summoned all the citizens to 
the Gui}dhali, before whom the earl of Cum- 
berland's commission was read. It was conse- 
quently determined that the city should be placed 
in a posture of defence, also that guns should be 
mounted on the gates; and these resolutions 
were carried into effect. A treaty was however 
entered into between the two parties, king and 
parliament, to preserve the peace of this county ; 
but it was of short continuance. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax and captain Ilotham, son 
of the governor at Hull, fortified Wetherby and 
Tadcaster ; from the former of which places they 
repulsed Sir Thomas Glemham, in two violent 
assaults. The earl of Newcastle was therefore 
sent for, and soon arrived wi<h six thousand 
horse and foot, and ten pieces of ordnance. He 
was joyfully received at this city; and the earl of 
Cumberland, finding himself unpopular with the 
Yorkshire gentlemen, resigned liis commission to 
this new commander. 
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Conceiving his troops sufficiently refreshed in 
three days, the earl of Neivcastle proceeded 
against the enemy at Tadcaster, with four thou* 
sand horse and foot, and seven pieces of ord- 
nance. The other two thousand men were sent^ 
under command of the earl of Newport, to We- 
therby, with orders, when that town was taken^ 
to join the main forces. Drake says, the earl 
of Newcastle found two thousand men, in the 
trenches at Tadcaster ; but. Sir Thomas Fairfax^ 
in his memoirs, lately republished, says there 
were only seven hundred. 

The attack commenced about eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, and lasted till four or five in 
the afternoon. In this conflict, there were 
slain on both sides about three hundred men. 
The principal person amongst them, was a 
Captain Lister, who was shot in the head. 
His son passing through Tadcaster some years 
after, evinced a very strong filial attachment. 
Naturally inquiring where his father had been 
interred, the sexton, who was digging in the 
choir, showed him a skull which he averred to 
have been his father's. On examination, a bullet 
was found in it, which testimony to the truth of 
the sexton's words, so afiected the young man^ 
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that he was immediately overpowered by the cir- 
^umstance^ and died soon after. 

The earl of Newport did not join the forces of 
the earl of Newcastle as was agreed upon ; the 
former beiug deceived by captain Hotbam^ who 
iient counter orders with the forged signature of 

Wm. Newcastle," This circumstance consi- 
derably discouraged the forces of the earl of 
Newcastle, but no serious disadvantage arose 
from it; for in the night, lord Fairfax drew off 
his men to Selby and Cawood, leaving the place 
unprotected. 

After this event, Sheffield, Wakefield, Leeds, 
Halifax, Bradford, and other places, were in a 
very short time reduced to the subjection of tbe 
king ; and Yorkshire, consequently presented 
many dreadful scenes of bloodshed. 

Tbe city of York being the head-quarters 
pf the generaPs army, was so oppressed by the 
soldiers, that one parish, containing but forty 
houses, had live hundred men billeted upon it. 
The jails were filled, and there being also 380 
prisoners in the castle, other buildings were used 
as places of confinement. One hundred and 
eight were kept in Merohant's-Hall, and one 
hundred in Davy-HalL Among the prisoners 
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80 crowded together, a raging fever broke out, 
\rhicb occasioned several deaths. 

On the 22nd of February, 1643, the queen 
landed at Bridlington Quay, from Helvoet*Sluice, 
with thirty- six pieces of brass, also two of iron 
ordnance^ and small arms for 10,000 men. The 
general went from York, to escort her majesty; 
and after sleeping at Malton, the preceding 
nighty she, on the eighth of March, with the 
earl and his principal attendants, in three 
coaches, accompanied by eight troops of iiorse, 
and fifteen companies of foot, was met on Hew* 
orth Moor, by the lord mayor, aldermen, and a 
great number of citizens, who welcomed her into 
York with every demonstration of joy. 

On the following day, the arms and ammu- 
nition were conveyed to the city, in five hundred 
carts, and deposited in the Guildhall. York 
was then well fortified, more than twenty pieces 
of cannon being plan^ about it, viz.: on the 
Old Bayle, the Fryers, Micklegate, Walmgate, 
and Monk Bars, &c. We find also that the 
magistrates, were obliged to furnish 800 men 
daily, to assist an equal number, provided by the 
county, to repair and secure the walls^ ditches^ 
and other fortifications. 

L 
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In 1643^ the earl of Montrose came^ with lord 
Ogiivy, and 120 horse, to present himself to the 
queen at York, and communicated to her intel- 
ligence of moment; but this the marquis of 
Hamilton had the art and address to induce the 
queen to disregard. Sir Hugh Cholmley, go- 
vernor of Scarborough castle, also returned to 
his obedience; and, with 300 men, joined her 
whilst in this city. 

A proof of the queen's kind and generous 
disposition, evinced at this time towards her 
enemies, it would be improper to omit. Being 
informed of the miserable condition of the pri- 
soners of war, for want of fresh meat, she sent 
them £20 from her own private purse, besides 
commanding them to be supplied with a large 
quantity of provisions, and procuring an order 
from the general for threepence each per day, 
for their maintenance. 

On the first of June, a petition was presented 
to her majesty, from the nobility and gentry of 
Yorkshire, praying her to remain at York till 
the conclusion of peace; but, unmindful of her 
personal safety, the queen left the city in about 
five days, attended by the general, and guarded 
by a strong body of horse and foot ; having been 



here three months. Sbe was safely escorted to 
the king, and for this attention to the queen^ 
€harles afterwards created the earl of Newcastle 
a marquis. 

In the spring of 1 644, Sir Thomas Fairfax hating 
gained a victory at Selby, expected be should be 
able to dictate terms to the city ; and with this 
view, sent to Lesley, the Scotch general, who 
had just entered England, to assist him in under* 
taking the siege of York* Their united forces 
were found insufficient, as the marquis had four or 
five thousand horse in the city ; but the earl of 
Manchester, with six hundred foot, one hundred 
horse, and twelve field pieces, coming to their 
assistance, was quartered near Clifton, not far 
from Bootham-Bar ; whilst the forces of Fairfax 
were at Fulford and Heslington, and the Scots at 
Bisliopthorpe and Middlethorpe. The city was 
thus surrounded by 40,000 men, commanded by 
Fairfax, Lesley, and the earl of Manchester; 
who erected several batteries against it. 

Sir Henry Slingsby, who espoused the royal 
cause, and who was present at the siege, has given 
a particular and no doubt a correct description of 
it, in his Memoirs, lately published ; from which 
we learn, that the enemy began his approaches 
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by raising a battery upon the Windmill-hill, oil 
Ibe road to Heslington* Five pieces of cannon,^ 
planted upon this battery, played for some time 
into the city. He then approached nearer, and 
took the suburbs without Walmgate-Bar ; plant- 
ing two pieces of cannon in the street against the 
bar, and another at the dove-cote, within a stone^s 
cast. The enemy next worked under ground^ 
close by the bar, and made hm mines in tw# 
several places. 

One cannon-ball, weighing sixty pounds, shot 
from Mill-Hill," without Walmgate-Bar, passed 
through the steeple of St. Sampson's church ; an 
appearance of there having befen such a per- 
foration i^yet visible. The spire of the ehurch 
of St. Dennis, in Walmgate, was also shot through 
by the besiegers*^ 

* In an oM manuscript journal, kept at this period by 
ft citizen of York, i^ the foDowing curious anecdote, which 
is extracted verbatiMy (o show it^s Originality. ** During 
the time of the Leagure, the Enemy Shott well nrgh forty 
hott Bullets out of their Morter Pieces, which Providence so 
Directed as the most of them were Quenched in the River 
Foss, only one Slew a Maid, in Thursday Markett as above 
said, and a Shell of that fell into Mr. Clark's Chamber, 
the Writing Master there, which broke douu a Sparr of 
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The Icing's friends on their part, were not inac- 
tive; but sharply returned the tire of the enemy. 
They also drew within the walls, the inhabitants 
of the suburbs, and set fire to their houses, which 
occasioned many smart skirmishes, thtough the 
exertions of the besiegers to {ireserre the build- 
ings for their own convenience^ 

The only hopes of the besieged were centered 
in the speedy arrival of prince Rupert, who, 
after defeating the parliament's army, and raising 
the siege of Newark, was hastening to their 
relief. The day of his arrival being very un- 
certain, the marquis of Newcastle endeavoured, 
by a pretended treaty with the besiegers, to di- 
vert their attention from an immediate attack. 
Several letters passed — a complete cessation was 
agreed upon — commissioners met, and terms 
were proposed, which after a week's deliberation, 
were fully rejecte<l on the 15th of June, 1644. 

When the cessation of hostilities expired, the 
three generals violently renewed their assaults 

the House, and Cast down a Couple of Ling upon Old 
Mrs. Clarke, winch Knocked her under the Table, being 
almost Eighty Years of Age, so that tlie Table did Pre- 
serve her from Hurt, save only that there was a Scarr 
without a wound.'' 
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upon the city. The forces of Manchester under* 
mined St« Marj-'s tower, near the Manor, and 
major-general Crawford sprung the mine, which 
took effects and buried many in the ruins ; but 
he did not inform the other generals of his in* 
tention, or they might have made a diversion in 
favour of the storming party. The mine was 
sprung on Trinity-Sunday, when most of the 
commanders in the city were at the cath^raL 
Sir Henry Slipgsby being more minute on this 
point than any other writer, his own description 
will be found highly interesting. 

The building fell outward, which rendered 
the access more easy. Then some at the breach, 
and some with ladders, got up and entered, to 
the number of live bundredt Sir Philip Byron, 
who had the guard of that place, was unfor- 
tunately killed) as he opened the doors into the 
bowling-green, where the enemy had forced their 
way* But the difficulty was not much ; we soon 
beat them out again ; having taken 200 prisoners, 
and killed many of them, as might be seen in 
the bowling-green, orchard, and garden. 

<^ The enemy were, all this while, busy about 
th^ir mine, at VValmgate-Bar, and \se as busy in 
countermining ; but> at length, both gave over. 
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being hindered by water. They had beaten 
down the top of the bar^ as low as the gate^ 
which we had barricaded up with earth; and 
besides, had made a traverse against it, and pulled 
down some houses near the gate." 

Another writer says that one of the enemy 
being taken prisoner, at that time, in St. 
George's Close," then under the command of 
the governor, was conveyed to Clifford's Tower, 
and there closely examined by the lieutenant 
colonel, respecting the operations of the enemy. 
During this examination, the prisoner confessed 
that a mine had been begun in a cottage near 
Walmgate-Bar, which the enemy at that moment 
had extended more than half way under the 
gate. On receiving this information. Sir Tho- 
mas Glemham immediately proceeded to frustrate 
the designs of the besieging army. He com- 
manded that several houses near the bar should 
be destroyed ; and that a mine should be opened 
above the other, into which he had large quan- 
tities of water poured, to prevent the enemy 
from proceeding. This plan produced the de- 
sired effect ; the governor, however, being fearful 
it might not answer, had previously ordered a 
strong rampart of earth to be raised, at some 
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distance within the bar, for the better security of 
the city. 

Early on the morning of June 24, a party of 
about 600 men sallied out of Monk- Bar, and 
furiously assaulted the earl of Manchester's quar- 
ters, but were soon driven back with considerable 
loss. 

The siege was carried on for nearly another 
week, with the utmost vigour on the part of the 
parliamentarians; and their repeated attacks 
were as boldly repulsed by the besieged army. 
So loyal were the inhabitants of York to their 
sovereign, that even the women incurred great 
danger, and endured much fatigue in it's de- 
fence. 

A line of circumvallation drawn round the 
city, effectually cut off the supply of fresh pro- 
visions, so that mutton sold at sixteen shillings 
per quarter, beef at four shillings per stone, pork 
at seven shillings, bacon at four shillings, eggs 
at threepence each, fresh butter at two shillings 
and eightpence per pound, and oatmeal at two 
shillings and eightpence per peck. Such a stock 
of salt provisions and grain, however, had been 
laid in by the earl, in expectation of the siege, 
that there was no want of either; and liquors 
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were plentiful. The high prices of some arlicles 
were, nevertheless, severely felt. " My lord,'* 
says Sir H. Slingsby, took a course to have 
the soldiers, &c. billeted, and proportionably laid 
upon the gentlemen and officers, either to find 
them meat or money, after a j^roat a man per 
diem ; which^ for my share, came to four pounds 
five shillings a week: the money being raised 
out of the corn that I had brought into the 
town.'' 

Under these circumstances, eight men were 
chosen, to pass the enemy's scouts, and hasten to 
inform the prince of their situation ; but, the 
writer just alluded to, informs us, that all or most 
of them were taken, either going or returning. 
He also adds: We made fires upon the minster^ 
and were answered by others from the towers of 
Pomfret castle. They kept so strict guard, either 
in night or day, that I could get no one to go to 
Red House ^9 and bring me word how my children 
did." 

On the 30th of June, the parliament's forces 
learned that prince Rupert, with twenty thousand 

* The ancient seat of the Slingsby family, situated on 
the southern bank of the Ouse, about seven miles north- 
west of York. 



ir 



ITO HISTORY OF TKIK 

meuy had advanced to Knaresbrough and Bo* 
rougbbridge; and, being conscious of their in- 
ability to contend with him in the situation then 
occupied^ they resolved to withdraw from the 
siege; and accordingly retired^ the following 
day, to Marston-Moor. 

The prince had then arrived within four miles 
of York ; and, according to the account given by 
Sir H. Slingsby, sent to request the earl of New- 
castle to meet him with the forces he had in 
the city. On the second of July, therefore^ his 
lordship marched out with all his forces, except 
the regiments of Colonel Bellasis, Sir Thomas 
Glemham^ and Sir Henry Slingsby. 

A council of war was consequently held, at 
which the marquis of Newcastle endeavoureii to 
persuade the prince not to attempt a battle; 
urging, in support of his opinion, that consider- 
able discontent existed among the generals of 
the parliament's forces, and also, that in two 
days, he expected Colonel Clavering with five 
thousand men. The marquis proved correct in 
his remarks ; but the prince, stating that he had 
received orders from the king, to light, added 
he was determined to attack the enemy, im- 
mediately. 
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Sir Thomas Fairfax observes, that the foroei 
of parliament were more numerous than those 
of the king; but they were divided in opinion^ 
the English forces wishing to fight the royalists, 
whilst the Scots were desirous to retreat^ as they 
alleged, both to gain time, and possess them«^ 
selves of a more advantageous situation. 

Rupert lost no time in following the retiring 
army, and arrived at Marston, just as his 
enemies had broken up with intention of pro^ 
ceeding to Tadcaster. Drake observes, that 
part of his forces being on the north side of the 
Ouse, had to cross Poppleton ferry, whieb for- 
tunately happened to be fordable; but Sir H.. 
Slingshy says, the Scots had made a bridge 
boats over the river, by which prince Bupert'e 
forces were enabled to pass. 

The king's forces immediately possessed them- 
selves of the principal part of the moor; and, 
the parliamentarians finding the prince resolved 
to attack them, ranged their army in a field of 
rye, at the end of the village of Marston, front** 
ing the moor from Marston to Tockwith. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax commanded the right 
wing of the horse, consisting of eight troops. — 
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The main battalia, and the foot towards the right 
wing, were commanded by his father, lord Fer- 
dinando. General Lesley commanded towards 
the left; and the earl of Manchester, and his 
lieutenant-general, Cromwell, led on the left 
wing; making, in all, about seventy troops. 
Tiieir field word was " God with us and pre- 
vious to the attack, they were heard singing 
psalms ; an employment highly commendable in 
itself; but which, in the present day, on such an 
occasion, would appear very extraordinary. 

The two armies had formed about three in the af- 
ternoon. The prince's forces amounted to 14,000 
foot, 9,000 horse, and 25 pieces of ordnance: 
Himself led on the left wing, the earl of New- 
castle the right ; and lord Goring, as general of 
the foot, assisted by Major- General Porter and 
Sir Charles Lucas, led the main body. The field 
word, given by the prince, was : God, and the 
king:' 

The mark of distinction, in the king's army, was 
to be without either band,orscarf. Thatof the par- 
liament's, to place a white paper, or handkerchief, 
in their hats^. The great guns played on both 

^ Vicars's Parliamentary Chronicle. 
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sides for about two hours, with but little effect^ 
though a cannon shot, from the parliamentarians^ 
killed a son of Sir Gilbert Haughton^^. The 
army moving down the hill, in brigades of 800^ 
1000, or 1200 men, descended into the plain ; 
and, advancing towards the royalists, they were 
within musket shot of each other, at five 
o'clock, and an awful silence for some time per- 
vaded both parties; for there being a ditch and 
bank between them, each hesitated about com- 
mencing the attack. At length, the forces of 
parliament, by a running march, made their way 
over the ditch, and charged the king's troops. 

The first division of the royalists advanced 
against them, with great fury, and charged Crom- 
well's division of 300 horse, but was unsuccessful^ 
as Cromwell's forces broke through; and, as- 
sisted by the rest of his horse of that wing, and 
major-general Lesley's regiments, they also com- 
pletely broke all the ri<;ht wing of the prince; 
whilst the earl of Manchester's foot, on their 
right, dispersed and cut down Rupert's foot. 
The marquis of Newcastle's own regiment, con- 
sisting of 1000 stout Northumbrians, being at 

t Sir Hcory SLogsby's Memoirs. 
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this time deserted by the horse^ w^re literally 
eut in pieces. The rest of that wing tled^ in 
epnfusion, towards York« 

Th^ prince, with the left wing had better sue* 
eess; for, though Sir Thomas Fairfax and Colonel 
Lambert, with five or six troops, charged through 
them, the rest of the parliament's forces were 
defeated, and their main body left the fields and 
fled several miles towards Tadcaster and Cawood, 
under the impression that all was lost. This 
idea the three generals, Manchester, Lesley, and 
Fairfax, also entertained ; and they all were, con« 
sequently, quitting the Held, when Cromwell, 
having observed the Royalists too eagerly pur- 
suing their Hying enemies, rallied, by the assist- 
ance of 8iP Tliomas Fairfax, some of their horse 
and Manchester's foot, and charged the prince's 
wholp forced. The situation of the two armies 
was now completely reversed, and the royalists 

* The following note is taken from the Diary of general 
Sir Thomas Fairfax. — " I must ever remember, with 
thankfulness, the goodness of God to me, this day ; for 
having charged tlirough tlic enemy, and my men going 
after the pursuit, and returning back to go to my other 
troops, I was got in among the enemy, who stood up and 
down the field, in several bodies of horse ; so taking the 
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marched, with considerable resolution, down the 
corn (ield. 

Thus after each side had supposed themselves 
victorious, was the battle renewed with desperate 
efforts. At the expiration of three hours of hard 
fighting on both sides, victory crowned the eX'* 
ertions of the parliament's forces ; who, before 
ten o'clock, cleared the field, recovered their own 
ordnance, took the prince's train of artillery, and 
pursued the royalists within a mile of York; 
eight thousand men, according to some accounts, 
having been slain in ^he whole, on both sides. 
The poor villagers, who were commanded to 
bury the dead, asserted they interred 4150,-^ 
two thirds of wliom appeared to have been meq 
of rank. Their graves are yet to be seen near 
Wil&trop Wood. 

Immediately after this bloody contest, the earl 
of Manchester rode through the ranks, thank- 
ing his troops for their gallant behaviour; and 
exhorting them to ascribe their success to the 

■signal out of my hat, I passed through them for one of 
their own commanders, and got to my lord of Manchester's 
horse, in the other wing ; only with a cut in my cheek, 
which was given me in the first charge, and a shot which 
my horse received." 
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Iiord of Hosts. He also added, that though, it 
vfa» then t^io late to admiuister to their several 
necessities, at day- break they should receive 
every attention. 

Evening had far advanced, when the royalists 
arrived at Micklegate-Bar, and there a scene of 
confusion and misery ensued, beyond description. 
None but the garrisoa being suflTered to enter, 
the admittance was extremely tedious ; and many 
of the wounded, fainting under fatigue and 
anxiety, filled the air with sounds of distress. 

In a small work, entitled <^ A Military History 
ef Germany and England," written by an English 
gentleman, who served at this time in the royal 
army, is the following curious paragraph 

" The prince got into York with the earl of 
Newcastle, and a great many gentlemen, and 
seven or eight thousand of the men, as well 
horse as foot. I had but very coarse treatment 
in this fight; for, returning with the prince from 
the pursuit of the right wing, and finding all lost, 
I halted with some other officers, to consider what 
to do : at first we were for making a retreat in a 
body, and might have done so well enough, if 
we liad known what had happened before we 
saw ourselves in the middle of the enemy ; for 



Sir Thomas Fairfax, who had got together hit 
scattered troops, and was joined by some of the 
left wing, knowing who we were, charged us with 
great fury. It was not a time to think of any 
thing but getting away, or dying upon the spot: 
the prince kept on in the front, and Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, by this charge, cut off about three re- 
giments of us from our body, but, bending 
his main strength at the prince, left us, as it 
were, behind him, in the middle of the field of 
battle. We took this for the only opportunity 
we could have to get off, and, joining together^ 
we made across the place of battle in as good 
order as we could, with our carabines presented* 
But our work was not done yet ; for, on a sud- 
den, we saw ourselves under a necessity of fight- 
ing our way through a great body of Manchester's 
horse, who came galloping upon us over the 
moor. They had, as we suppose, been pur- 
suing some of our broken troops, which were 
fled before, and, seeing us, they gave us a home 
charge. We received them as well as we could^ 
but pushed to get through them, which at last 
we did with a considerable loss to them. How* 
ever, we lost so many men, either killed or 
separated from us^ (for all could not follow the 

M 
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same way^) that of our three regiments we coultf 
not be above four hundred horse together, when 
we got quite clear, and these were mixed men, 
some of one troop or raiment, some of another. 
Four hundred of this body, as 1 afterwards un- 
derstood, having broke through the enemy's body 
another way, kept together, and got into Pon- 
tefract castle, and three hundred more made 
northward, and to Skipton, where the prince 
afterwards fetched them off. Those few of us 
that were left together, with whom I was,, being 
now pretty clear of pursuit, halted, and began 
to inquire who we were, and what we should do? 
and, on a short debate, I proposed we should 
make to the first garrison of the king's that we 
could recover, and that we should keep together, 
lest the country people should insult us upon 
the roads. With this resolution, we pushed on 
westward for Lancashire." 

The same account further adds, that they were 
followed by a party of the conquerors as far as 
Bramham-Moor, where, under cover of a wood, 
the former attacked the pursuers, and completely 
overpowered them. 

The disasters of this day were attributed to 
the want of sufficient coolness in prince Rupert. 
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tie has, however, been also accused, by some 
writers, of wanting courage; a charge which 
by others is believed to be completely unfoundeil : 
Walter Scott, in his poem of Aokeby, tiius speaks 
of Rupert's attack : 

Till, like a stream that bursts it^s bank, 
Fierce Rupert thundered on our flank ! 
*Twas then, midst tumult, smoke, and strife, 
Where each man fought for death or life, 
*Twa8 then I fir'd my petronel, 
And Mortham^ steed and rider, fell ! 
Monckton and Milton told the news, 
How troops of Boundheads chokM the Ouse ; 
And many a bonny Scot, agast. 
Spurring his palfrey northward, past, 
Cursing the day when zeal or meed, 
First lur'd their Lesley o'er the Tweed. 
Yet, when I reach'd the banks of Swale, 
Had rumour learned another tale 

In the History of the baronial house of 80- 
nierville," is the following account of the flight 
of General Lesley. This commander perceiving 
the success of Rupert's first attack, supposed' 
the battle was irrecoverably lost; when, in 
compliance with the request of several friends, 
he hastened from the Held of battle, and riding 
in the night, did not halt till he arrived at Leeds. 

M2 
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About twelve the next day, however, an express 
reached him, oommunicating the change of for- 
tune, and requesting his speedy return ; on 
hearing which, Lesley, conscious he had not 
acted a manly part, smote his breast, and ex- 
claimed : I would to God, I had died upon the 
place.'* 

Among the royalists who fell, were Sir Wm. 
Wentworth, Sir Francis Dacres, Sir Wm, Lamb- 
ton, Sir Charles Slingsby, knight, who was in- 
terred in the cathedral, Colonel John Fenwick, 
whose remains could not be ascertained among 
the heaps of dead; Sir Marmaduke Luddon, 
Sir Thomas Metham, captain of the Yorkshire 
gentlemen volunteers ; Sir Thomas Gledhill, 
Sir Richard Graham, and more than 4000 others. 
General Sir Cliarles Lucas, General Porter, Ge- 
neral Tilliard, lord Goring^s son, with many 
more field officers, &c., amounting to upwards 
of 2000, were taken prisoners. The prince like- 
wise lost 25 pieces of artillery, 130 barrels of 
powder, several thousand stands of arms, and 
about 100 colours. 

Sir Charles Lucas was desired to point out fo 
the victors, such bodies among the slain, as he 
wished to be honored with private interment. 
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He was Iiowever^ unable to discriiiiiiiaie the 
person of more than one gentleman^ who had a 
bracelet of hair about bis wrist ; which Sir Charles 
requested might be taken off^ as he knew an 
honorable lady who would thankfully receive it. 

The principal persons slain amongst the friends 
of parliament^ were Major Fairfax; Charlesi^ 
brother of Sir Thomas Fairfax^ who was interred 
at Marston, aged 23 ; Captain Mickleihwait, and 
Captain Pugh. They themaelTes would not own 
to the loss of more than 300 subalterns and pri- 
rates ; but^ from the circumstances of the bat- 
tle, as stated in the preceding account, they must 
undoubtedly have lost a number nearly equal to 
the royalists. 

The following is an extract from a manu- 
script diary, written by an oflScer in the Norwich 
troop After the battle, we continued 

two nights on the field; in which things were 
very scarce, and much raised in their value ; a 
cup of foul water being worth drinking^ and 
taking pains for." 

* This troop served in Cromweirs regiment, and was 
called the Virgin Troop^ from having been raised by the 
voluntary subscription of the young ladies of Norwich, 
in 1643. 

M3 
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In the life of Sir George RadcliflTe, knight^ 
it is stated, that Charles Townley, of Townley, 
ill Lancashire, esquire, having fallen at the battle 
of Marston<-Moor, his lady, Blary, the daughter 
of Francis Trappes, esquire, who was then with 
her father at Knaresbrough, hastened the next 
morning to the field of battle, to search for his 
body, whilst the attendants of the camp were 
stripping and burying the dead* There slie was 
accosted by a general ollicer, to whom she told 
her melancholy story. He heard her with great 
tenderness ; but, earnestly desired her to leave a 
place, where, besides the distress of witnessing 
such a scene, she might probably be insulted. 
She complied, and a trooper was immediately 
called, to take her behind him to Knaresbrough. 
On inquiry, the officer who bad showed so much 
humanity, and to whom she was so greatly in- 
debted, proved to be JLieutenant General Crom* 
weU. 

The marquis of Newcastle, and about ninety ot 
his friends, being disgusted by the rash conduct 
of prince Rupert, informed him they intended 
to leave the city and country. They immediately 
went to Scarborough, and thence embarked ft - 
Hamborough. The prince rallied his forces^ anr 
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marched into Lancashire ; thus also deserting our 
city in it's greatest extremity. 

York was soon surrounded a second time by the 
forces of parliament. They summoned Sir Tho- 
mas Glemham, the governor, to surrender, uncon- 
ditionally. A negative answer was returned, but 
in a few days afterward, finding the besiegers 
had approached almost to the walls, and were 
preparing scaling ladders ; the garrison, from th^ 
reduction in their numbers and means of defence^ 
were fearful of the result, and judged it advisable 
to apply for a treaty. In compliance with their 
request. Sir Wm. Constable and Colonel Lam- 
bert, were deputed to enter the city, and conclude 
upon conditions of surrender. 

The terms were extremely favorable to the 
friends of the king ; a circumstance which has been 
attributed to the existence of considerable dissen- 
sions amongst the forces of parliament. Whether 
that was the real cause or not, they are highly 
worthy attention, and will be particularly in- 
teresting, when we consider them as the result of 
the last active warfare in which this venerable 
city has been engaged. Under this impression, 
a copy of the conditions of surrender, is sub^ 
joined. 

M4 
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TERMS. 

First. That Sir Thomas Glemham, as go* 
Ternor of the city of York, shall surrender and 
deliver up the same, with the forts, tower, can<* 
non, ammuuitiou, and furniture of war belonging 
thereto, on the J6th of July, 1644, at eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, to the three generals, or 
to whom they shall appoint, for the use of the 
king and parliament, in the manner, and upon 
the conditions following : 

Second. That all the officers shall march out 
of the city, with their arms, drums beating, 
colours flying, match lighted^ bullet in mouthy 
bag and baggage. 

Third. Tliat they shall have a convoy, that 
no injury be done them in their march to Skip* 
ton. 

Fourth. That sick and maimed soldiers, shall 
not be hindered from going, after their re- 
coveries. 

Fifth. That all soldiers' wives and children 
may have liberty to go to their husbands and 
fathers, to their own homes and estates, and tq 
^njoy them peaceably under contribution. 

Sixth, That no soldier be enticed away. 
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Seventh. That the citizens and inhabitants 
may ei\joy all their privileges, which formerly 
they did at the beginning of these troubles, and 
may have freedom of trade, both by sea and land, 
paying such duties and customs as all other cities 
under obedience of parliament. 

Eighth. That if any garrison be placed in 
the city, two parts in three shall be Yorkshiremen; 
no free quarter shall be put upon any, without 
his own consent, and the armies shall not enter 
the city before the governor and lord mayor be 
acquainted. 

Ninth. That in all charges the citizens re- 
siants, and inhabitants, shall bear only such part 
with the county at large, as was formerly in all 
other assessments. . 

Tenth. That all citizens, gentlemen, resiants, 
sojourners, and every other person within the 
city, shall, if they please, have free liberty to 
remove themselves, family, and goods, and to 
dispose thereof, and their estates, at their plea- 
sure, according to the law of the land, either to 
live at their own homes or elsewhere; and to 
enjoy their goods and estates without molestation, 
and to have protection and safeguard for that 
purpose, so that they may rest quietly at their 
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abodes^ and travel safely and freely about their 
occasions; and, for their better remoyal, may 
have letters of safe- conduct, and be furnished 
with horses and carriages at reasonable rates. 

Eleventh. That all gentlemen and others 
that have goods within the city, and are absent 
themselves, may have free liberty to take, carry 
away, and dispose of them as in the foregoing 
articles. 

Twelfth. That neither churches nor other 
buildings, shall be defaced, nor any plunderings, 
nor taking of any man's person, nor any part of 
his estate, suffered; and that justice shall be 
administered within the city by the magistrates, 
according to law, who shall be assisted therein,^ 
if need require, by the garrison. 

Thirteenth. That all persons, whose dwell- 
ings are in the city, though now absent, may 
enjoy the benefit of these articles, as if they wer^ 
present. 



Signedy 



Ferdinand Fairfax, 
Manchester, 
Adam Hepborne, 
loed humbee, 
WiuiAM Constable. 
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Such were the favorable conditions on which 
York surrendered to the forces of parliament, on 
the 16th of July, 1644, after a siege of eighteen 
weeks ; in which the garrison had repulsed 
twenty- two attempts to carry the city by storm, 
and four countermines; and in which time four 
or five thousand of the enemy had fallen before 
it's walls. The king's troops, amounting to more 
thai! one thousand, besides sick and wounded, 
accordingly left the city on the following day. 

The conduct of the victorious army on thk 
memorable occasion, deserves particular attention. 
The parliament's forces having previously been 
drawn up on each side of the road, out of Mickle- 
gate-Bar, and forming a line of about a mile in 
extent ; the retiring forces, with arms in their 
hands,drums beating, colours flying,&c., marched 
through their ranks towards Skipton. One or 
two instances occurred, in which the soldiers of 
parliament, in defiance of the terms granted to 
the king's forces, plundered some of the latter as 
they departed. This base conduct was, however, 
properly resented by the earl of Manchester. 

On their departure, the three successful ge- 
nerals, the earl of Leven, the earl of Manchester^ 
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and lord Fairfax^ immediately entered the eity> 
and after receiving possession of it^s forts^ towers^ 
SS pieces of ordnance^ 3^000 stands of arms^ five 
barrels of powder> and other ammunition, pro- 
ceeded to the cathedral, where they returned 
thanks to God, for their success. On this oc- 
casion, Mr. Robert Douglas, chaplain to the earl 
of Leven, officiated ; and the following Thursday 
was appointed as a day of general thanl^giving 
for the whole army. 
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From the caplmre of Yorky by the Parliam$ne$ Atmjf ; 
io the Behellion, in 1745. 

n^HE three armies, which had united for the 
reductioD of our city, on finding their efforts 
crowned with success, separated* The Scots 
proceeded northward, and the earl of Manchester 
into Lincolnshire, leaving lord Fairfax governor 
of the city. He immediately removed Sir Ed- 
ward Cooper, from the office of lord mayor, be- 
cause of his fidelity to the king ; and placed in 
that situation Thomas Hoyle, an alderman^ and 
one of the city^s representatives in parliament. 

About this time Sir Thomas Fairfax, son of the 
governor of York, was severely wounded in the 
shoulder, whilst reducing the castle of Helmsley ; 
but soon recovering^ he was voted commander in 
chief of all the forces of parliament. 

On the first of January, 1646, a great convoy, 
commanded by major-general Skippon, arrived 
in this city ; bringing with them the sum of 
£200,000; which was paid in the Guildhall, to 



loo HISTORY OF TH£ 

the Scots, for their services, including theif 
treachery towards the person of the king, who 
had thrown himself upon the generosity of his 
countrymen, for protection. 

That same year, the walls of the city, which 
had been considerably injured during the sicge^ 
were substantially repaired ; by order of the go- 
vernor and the lord mayor* 

Tlie country being now wholly under the sub- 
jection of parliament, our city, in the following 
year, 1647, was deprived of it's garrison, with the 
exception of Clifford's Tower, of which the lord 
mayor was appointed governor* 

This year a petition was presented from the 
inhabitants of the city and county of York, and 
from others, in the more northern parts of the 
kingdom, praying for the establishment of a 
University in York ; but in the unsettled state of 
the nation, it is by no means surprising that suc- 
cess did not attend the application. 

In January, 1648, the unfortunate Charles was 
beheaded, before his palace of Whitehall. This 
year, Micklegate, Bootham, and Walmgate Bars, 
which had suffered in the late siege, equally with 
the walls, were repaired. The latter, which 
ieems to have sustained more attacks during 
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this siege than any of the other bars^ retains 





aim a woman was tried, and condemned to die, 
for vrtwijyimj lier inotlier ; ancJ it is added, 
that after per[>et rating tlie dialwlieal deed, she 
had otrered a calf and a cock, for a burnt sa- 
crifice* At the same time, twenty- three men 
and women were sentenced to die, twenty -one 
of whotn were executed. 
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In August^ 1640, judge Thorpe was again sent 
to York, for the purpose of trying colonel John 
Morrice, governor of the castle at Pontefract, 
and lieutenant Blackburn, who was one of the 
party that made an expedition to Doncaster, and 
the person who slew Rainsborough* 

Those two unfortunate men, were taken on the 
surrender of Pontefract castle, and afterwards 
evinced an extraordinary instance of attachment 
and generosity, as will appear by the following 
anecdote. Having an opportunity to escape^ 
Qolonel Morrice descended from the walls of 
tiieir prison, by means of a rope ; but Blackburn 
in attempting to follow, fell and broke his leg* 
In this unhappy situation, the colonel determined 
not to desert his friend ; and they consequently 
were both re- taken. After a formal trial, they 
were condemned to suffer as traitors to their 
country ; and were accordingly conveyed to 
Tyburn, and there executed. 

In July, 1650, general Cromwell arrived at 
York, on an expedition to Scotland. Previous 
to his coming, the lord mayor liad ordered the 
king^s arms, which till then had remained over 
Micklegate and Bootham Bars, to be taken 
down ; and^ in the same situation, placed those 
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of the existing government. All the artillery in 
the tower were fired^ to hail his approach. The 
next day he dined with the lord nlayor ; and^ the 
following day, proceeded on his jouriley^ Thid 
appears to have been the only time Cromwell 
visited York> except after the battle of Marston^ 
Moor; 

It was not till thr^ years subsequent to hikligt 
visit, that Oliver became invested with the titl^ 
of " Protector of the common- wealth of England^ 
Scotland, and Ireland and York being now no 
longer the seat of imperial or national power, it'i 
annals do not present us with any interesting 
memorials relative to this important period of 
history. 

The assizes at York in J 655, were rendered 
remarkable by the attendance of that wonderful 
instance of human longevity^ Henry Jenkins, who 
appeared in the courts as witness in a causfeT^ 
brought forward to prove an ancient road to a 
mill, one hundred and twenty years before. 

The positive terms in which this aged man 
i^poke, and the apparent improbability of his me«- 
mory being able to take such a distant retrospect^ 
struck the judge in so forcible a manner, that 
he gave him a severe reprimand. The veteran^ 

N 
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Ulstaad of being daunted by thU attack from iht 
jiii4ge, boldly maintained his awertions ; aad as a 
farther proof of t(ie troth of his deposition^ said 
tliat he was thm butler to lord Conyers, and 
his name valgH be found in an old register 
gf tlie mei|i^l servants of thiat nobleman. 

It is also remarkable, that there were on the 
fPfli^ ^rlkl, three or four men each about one 
biiqdred yefirs old, engaged as witnesses on the 
opposite side ; who, on the judge objecting to 
evidence of Jenkiqs, were interrogated re* 
jqpecting him. They declared that he bad been 
called Old^mkimSj as long as they could re- 
tnember; and that lie was born before parish 
registers were in use. 

This old man could neither read nor write ; 
Ipance he had to rely entirely upon liis memory. 
^The strength and correctness of this faculty of 
his mind, were however confirmed afterwards, by 
Dr* Tancred Robinson, fellow of the college of 
Physicians, and of the Royal Society. He as- 
serted, that tlenry Jenkins having once entered 
jiis sister's kitchen, to beg alms, when he was 
present; amongst other questions, he asked ttie 
age of the mendicant, to which, after a little 
pa^se, the old man replied^ One hundred and 



isiiity two ofi^ three." The d^tdf then inquired 
trbftt sovereign of Edgland he couM particalafly 
iftfmetahet^ eind nm answered, ki g tienry th» 
eighth. He also mid that he ^as a^ent to N<nrth«^' 
allertofi, with tt hor^e-toad of arrows, for th6^ 
bafttle df f toddeh field, ^ith whteh a bijggei' boy 
went ^rward to thef ai^my^ cofhnmnded by thdr 
eafrl of Siurfey ; king Henry VHl. bekig at 
Tourrmy; Md, h^ b<4}eved himself ti en, to b0 
eleven (n t#elve yeart tM.'^ Strdck with sttt* 
prise tf( thh ^nstaf^'ee of ny^ntnl detention, aMt 
doul^ting the poi^it)iKty 6t it'ar aceuravy, thi^ D\r« 
resorted to the pag^ of history ; and found, tha<l 
tlie battle wa9 fought 1621 yeaM biefore— ^tiiat 
Surrey wafit realty the coniitiander, and that thel 
king, a* that time, was at Tournay ^. 

In the nighe of Saturday thie eighth of De- 
cember, 1659, was a remarkably high wind, ducb 
as had never before b^.^en experienced in^ this city. 
So po^erftfl were it's effects, that many dwelling 
Mouses were seriously injufed by it, afnd the 
eathedral also suflRered much on the occaisioil. 

* H«iii^ Jonkins* lived Jifleen j^ai*9 after giving hiif 
evldeabe at York. died on the 8ih of D^cemhe^f 
i670v baviflg' attained' the ainaziog age of 169 year». 

N 2 
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, Though few events of interest occurred in th\» 
city whilst Cromwell was protector, yet York 
seems to have had a considerable share in the 
restoration of Charles the second. Lord Fairfax 
observing several . divisions amongst Oliver's 
party, commenced a secret correspondence with 
general Monk^ who was in Scotland. He en- 
gaged^ in concert with Sir George Booths to 
raise forces and attack the rear of Lambert's 
army, which was stationed at Newcastle. This 
plan was, however, prematurely discovered ; and 
Monk kfiowing that Fairfax was not able alone 
to withstand Lambert, immediately marched 
across the Tweed. On Monk's approach, Lam- 
bert's army deserted their commander, and left 
the former in quiet possession of Newcastle; 
where he remained three days, and then pro- 
ceeded to York, January 11th, 1660; that city 
being in the possession of lord Fairfax. 

His entrance was made at the head of his 
army, with a presbyterian priest on each side of 
him,, to whom he appeared to pay great attention. 
Such was th^ deception which the existing cir- 
cumstances of the times induced him to practise. 
Monk was met by immense crowds, who saluted 
him with loud huzzas^ the men being fearful of 
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expressing their approbation of bis sentiment 
more fully. Some of tbe women bowever were 
less cautious, and sbowed tbeir loyalty by ex- 
claiming: " Ab, Monk! God bless tbee/'--- 
adding, in strong but coarse terms, their hearfy 
desire for the restoration of the exiled royal 
family. 

General Monk remained at York five days; 
during which time, be new-modelled his army; 
and was much pressed, by Mr. Bowles, the chap- 
lain of lord Fairfax, and his chief counsellor, ib 
declare in favour of Charles Stewart, afterwards 
Charles the second. 

This general's conduct was observed by tbe 
government, with considerable jealousy, and had 
he not advanced so far towards the capital, there 
is no doubt but he would have been ordered 
again into Scotland. The inhabitants of York 
being friendly to his intentions, he was com- 
manded to proceed immediately to London. 
On the receipt of that order. Monk reduced 
his army, and sent major Morgan back from 
this city into Scotland, with two regiments of 
horse and foot, as a reserve there, ip case hh 
designs in England should not succeed. He aho 
left a regiment in York, under the coninand of 



Colopel Fairfax ; and then marchec) to Mansfielff, 
IP ^ottl|lghan)sbire, with m army reducet} to 
40PQ f o t i^nd 18QU borset (iU progress after- 
vard«9 pre^pted a continued series of prosperity ; 
l^ut here we n^ust t^ke le^ve of him, being 
ftnxious tP confine (bi9 work as much as possible^ 
to subjects immediately connected with the hiq- 
fory of Yprk. 

'iphis city, un^^r &U tb^ l^t^ changes^ had 
Jiu^tprecl greatly. It consequently rejoicfHl at the 
listpratiop pf the rpyal family ; and Charl^ the 
f^copd was proclfiimed in York on \he el^ventti 
of May, 1660. 

In this c^r^ipony, the lor^ ipayor^ alclermeny 
find other members pf the npper house, pro-o 
feeding qn hprsehack, were fpllow^ by th^ 
^bamb^rlaii^s and commpn-council men, ii^ their 
gowns, on fopt* More than a thousand armed 
citizens succeeded ; and, in the re^r, appear^ a 
troop of two or thr^e hundred country gen- 
tlemen, headed by lord Fairiax ; each carrying 
h:s hat on the point of his dr^wn sword. The 
proclamation was read at th^ visual places — beUs 
rung — cannon played from the tower — and, ip 
the evening, the city was illuminated^ and dis- 
played otber demonstrationi^ of Joy. 
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Od fhe twenty* ninth of the same month, being 
tfae anniversary the king's birth-day, effigies 
of CromweU, and. of Judge Bradshaw, the fomet 
clothed in pinlc satin, the latter in a judge's rolM^^ , 
were hung upon a gallows, erected in the ¥me'^ 
ment, for that purpose^ They were then buMed 
in tar barr<4s; together with the Secrteh cme^ 
nanty and Cromwell's state armsv More than 
one thousand armed citizens were present on the 
occasion, and a great number of other inhK^* 
bitants. 4B. 

Commissioners were now appointed by an act 
of parliament, to regulate coi^poiMe and other 
public bodies* On the third iMidi fourth of Sepw 
tembtr,. 1661^ they aocerdingly met in^ the Guihii- 
hall of this city ; and displsfced most of the 
members of the common council,, with several tf$ 
the aldermen. Others were immediately ajH 
pointed as their successors, who were considensd 
more friendly towavd^ ikne restored ibmily. 

In the winter of 1663, a commission was sent 
down to' Yorlc, to try sent^rat men, who had bi»en 
taken at Farnley-Wood, Yorkshirey m an. in-^ 
surrection, eommeaeed for the' express purpose of 
re-establicAiing a gospel magtstrapy and ministify^ 
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pf restoring the long parliament^ and of reforming 
all orders and degrees of men, especially the 
lawyers and clergy of the land. The prisoners 
were found guilty, condemned, and executed j 
two of them were also quartered, and according 
to the savage ferocity of the times^ their mutilated 
bodies were placed over th^ several gates of 
the city. The heads of four of the sufferers, 
were fixed over Mickl^;ate-Bar, three upon 
Bootham-Bar, one over Walmgater-Bar, and 
$lthee over the gates of the castle. 

The plague raging violently in the souths in 
•the year 1666, James, du)ce of York, and his 
duchess, retired to this city^ They were met at 
Tadcaster Bridge, by the sheriffs, and at Mickle* 
gate-Bar, by the lord mayor, and other members 
of the corporation, on the fifth of August, with 
the usual formalities. The duke and duchess 
remained in York nearly two months ; and the 
king and parliament, on account of the pestilence, 
assembled at Oi^ford, 

A duel was fought in JPenley Orates, near our 
city, in the month of January, 1674, between 
l^ir Jonathan Jennings, of Ripon, and George 
^yslnby, esq. principal register of the eccler 
li§9tical CQurt^ at York. The latter was slain. 
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und Sir Jonathan afterwards obtained a par* 
don*. 

In an age, when the ferocious passions of man* 
liind could, under any consideration, be gratified 
with the shocking spectacle of mutilated fellow* 
men^ exposed in places of the most public resort^ 
we cannot wonder that private quarrels might 
sometimes be effaced only with the flowing crim* 
son of oiie or both of the adverse parties : But, 
that the empty bubble of false honour should, in 
this enlightened age, still influence subjects^ 
the same realm to consign one another to the 
silent tomb, as a proper return for injuries, often 
extremely trifling in their nature, is a source of 
poignant regret. 

In the state of New York, North America, a 
law has been recently passed to suppress duel^ 
ling ; and, since the operation of the present in* 
suited laws of Britain, is not eflBcient to prevent 
this horrid crime, how devoutly is it to be wished, 
some law should be made that would even out- 
strip our trans- atlantic brethren — not to increase 
-*^o^ 

* Oeerge Agslabyf esq. married Mary, eldest daughter 
of Sir John MaUory, of Studley, near Ripon. He left a 
son, John Ay$lainiy esq., who was chancellor of the ex* 
p)iequer, in the year 1718, 
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the number of buman aacrifiees^ but which 
would inflict some most degrading punisliment 
on every dueUist, and* on every abettor of this 
Assassinating and frantic mode of supporting 
honour. 

In ]679> religious dissensions against the 4uke 
nu Tery high« He therefore determined to re« 
tire from the courts and repair to Edinburgh. 
On his journey^ be again visited York; but 
though the sheriffs met him as before, the lord 
laayor and aldermen did not j whieb neglect 
being represented to the hwg, a reprimand, 
signed by the secretary of state^ was forwarded 
to the offending parties, expresiMV? of their so^ 
vereign's displeasure. 

Sir John Beresby, hart, was appointed governor 
of York, in May^ 1682, and was also returiied to 
serve in parliament for the city, in 1684 This 
gentleman, who was the last military governor 
York ever had, kept a diary of the events* of his 
day, which has since been published in 8vo, and 
contains many interesting recitals. 

The reprimand sent to the citizens, by Charles, 
was followed^ in January, 16M, by a Quo 
WarrantQy wbLcb tliat monarch granted against 
the corporation. In this tustrument, the members 
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of that body, were commanded to show how they 
came to u$urp^^ to themselves, several liberties 
which they enjoyed. Their charter was also 
demanded, for perusal, and detained by the 
ministers. 

The same year, the notorious Jefferys at» 
tended at York, as one of the judges of assizew 
The lord mayor and aldermen waited upon him 
soon after bis arrival, to inquire concerning the 
icing's intentions relative to the city. In answer 
to their inquiries, tFeflferys remarked that the 
}cbg expected to have the government of the 
city at his own disposal ; and the judge recom-^ 
mended that an address or petition to that effect^ 
should be prepared, by the corporation, which he 
lyould get presented to his majesty^ Tbi& advice 
was complied with; and, in answer, Charles 
ordered Jefferys to communicate to them, the 
pleasure which the king derived from their pe- 
tition, and that they should have a new elmrter, 
in which he would reserve to himself only <^ the 
nomination and approbation of the magistrates 
and peifsons in office therein." The death of 
this monarcl^ however> prevented the fultUment 
of hia pi:omise^ 
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Charles, dying in February, 1684, was suc- 
ceeded by James the second. The latter was 
proclaimed king, in York, on the eighth of that 
month, by the lord mayor; The same procla- 
mation was also announced in the castle-yard, 
for tlie county, by the high-sheriff; and in 
Thursday-Market, before the garrison, by Sir 
John Ren shy, hart, the governor. A new par- 
liament was accorciingly summoned, and four 
candidates offered themselves as members for the 
city of York. A strong contest ensued, in which 
five aldermen of the city were particularly active 
against the two unsuccessful candidates; who^ 
in the warmth of disappointment, represented 
the al .ermen as disaffected and dangerous cha- 
racters. Four of them, were consequently ar- 
rested, as were, also, some of the common- 
council, by order of the king, and conveyed as 
prisoners, to Hull ; at which place they remained 
nearly a month. The duke of Monmouth's re* 
bellion, which had excited considerable alarm^ 
being soon overcome, they were liberated, and 
took their places in their own court as before. 

The unfortunate James renewed the charter 
promised by Charles, under the conditions spe- 
cified by Judge Jefferys; and it was the last 
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t:harter granted to this city. Sir Henry Thiidipsoa 
and Mr. Scot^ inhabitants of York, commissioned 
for the purpose, by the king, entered the city 
with it, on the eighth of August, having been 
met at some distance, by more tl.aa dve tiiou a id 
of the citizens. The whole corpornte body also 
met them at Micklegate-Bar ; and with great 
formality proceeded, accompanied by martial 
music, to the lord mayor's house, where the 
health of the royal iamily was drank. . The bells 
were rung, and various other tokens of joy were 
exhibited throughout the city. 

A very unusual circumstance occurred on the 
twenty-sixth of August, 1685; which, thou;;h 
not important, deserves some attention in the 
History of York. A large porpoise or sea-hogg^ 
three yards and a half in length, and three yards 
in thickness, having left the sea, and entered the 
Ouse, was taken from that river, in Clifton lugs, 
near this city ; and, as might naturally be ex- 
pected, the singularity of the event, excited con- 
siderable attention and surprise. 

At the following March Assizes, an occurrence 
took place, which was thought worthy of notice, 
by the governor, Sir John Reresby, bart. in his 
V Memoirs." His recital contains much of the 
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turnal hours^ from artificial li^^ That peiiai 
is however remarkable in this particular, as wil^ 
be seen by the following extract: This year 
b^;an Lamps to be hung up, in the chief streets 
of the oity^ viiK. : at the Minster-Gates, the west- 
end of Ovse- Bridge, in the Parementy &c.^' 
Hence we learn that the citizens of York have 
eiyoyed this privilege, about one hundred and 
thirty ycars^ 

^,. On the twelfth of February, the same year> 
the shock of an earthquake was experienced in 
Feasegate, in York. It was however more se-* 
riously felt at the village of Gate-Fulford, about 
a mile and a half from the city ; where a noise 
was lieard in the ground, similar to that pro^ 
duced by the firing of cannon.^ The inhabitants 
of Naburn were also much alarmed, by it's effects 
in their neighbourhood. 

In June> 1688^ the queen was delivered of a 
prince i on which occasion, it was determined as 
a mark of gratitude, that the lord mayor, a 
sheriff, and four other gentlemen, should repair 
to London, to congratulate their majesties. It 
was also further determined that the lord mayor, 
nldermen, and twenty-four, should have two 
gallons of wine, and the commons four gallonfi(9 



At the puiAie expense, to driirk the health of thel 
khig and queen, and of their royal infant. 

James, however, did not entirely approve dt 
all the members of the corporation, and wishing 
to strengthen and confirm his interest at York, 
exercised the power reserved to himself in the last 
charter, of regulating that body. He accordingly 
sent down a special messenger, to displace the 
lord mayor, Thomas Rayncs, with several of 
the aldermen, and others ; and, on the fifth of 
October, appointed as their successors, men whdr 
were joined to the Roman Catholic church, but 
who were not even freemen of the city. Thcf 
latter circumstance supplied Raynes with a suf- 
ficient plea for not delivering up the sword and 
maee. The oflBce of lord mayor was nevertheless 
declared vacant till Saturday the twenty-fourth 
of October ; when James, finding he had gone 
too far, adopted a different course. 

In the interim, York was very remarkably 
situated : " It was," observes the governor, in his 
Memorrs, an archbishopric without a bishop ; sL 
city without a mayor ; and, a* garrison without a* 
soldier." He then adds : " But these defects' 
were soon supplied — the old charter was restored, 
and the old lord mayor therewith — tlie bishop of 

O 
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Exeter, who fled from that city, upon the princ^ 
of Orange's landing, was made archbishop of 
York — and I had one company of foot sent to 
continue with me.'' 

This attempt at reconciliation seemed to have 
the desired effect ; and the whole of the citizens 
of York continued their loyalty to James, till 
the very period when it was fully ascertained, 
that his zeal for the religious tenets he had im« 
bibed in France, was leading him into measures 
subversive of the English constitution. Then^ 
and not till then, they expressed their dissatis- 
faction, and joined in vindication of the rights of 
the people. 

Rumours now daily spread that William, prince 
of Orange, was preparing to land in this country, 
with a considerable force, as the deci<Ied cham- 
pion of the protestant religion. Such reports 
extremely alarmed the existing government, and 
roused all the energy of it's remaining friends. 
The deputy-lieutenants of the county of York 
'were ten in number ; all of whom were then re- 
siding in this city. They immediately held a 
consultation, and Sir Henry Goodrick proposed 
a meeting of the gentry and freeholders of the 
county, in York, for the purpose of preparing 



And signing a declaration of unshaken attach^ 
ment to the king, in this season of danger ; and 
also for considering what means would be most 
advisable to pursue, for preserving the publio 
peace. This proposal was approved^ and notices 
were issued for a meeting on Thursday, the 
nineteenth of November, 1688* 

Id the meantime, the clerk of the west- riding 
ireceived a new commission, in which the names 
of about thirty gentlemen in the neighbourhood^ 
who had previously acted as magistrates, were 
omitted ; including that of Sir Henry Good rick* 
The circumstance greatly exasperated this ba« 
Ironet, and induced him to express his sentiments 
freely respecting his sovereign* 

To petition for a /tee parliamenty Was now 
openly confessed to be the object in view* 
On the report having reached the duke of 
Newcastle, his grace hastened to York ; and 
finding the rumour correct, made considerable 
objections to the number of militia then iii the 
city. Hence, it appears, the duke suspected 
that the business of the meeting might not be 
solely confined to petitioning. This nobleman^t 
however, finding himself in a very diminutive 
minority, left the city in disgust* 
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. The governor, Sir John Reresby, still remained 
* firmly attached to James ; and, in his memoirs, 
thus expresses himself: " Now came the day of 
meetitis;; a fatal one I think. I would not go 
to tliem at the ComuK>a-Hall, which was the 
place appointed ; nor indeed was I very well 
able, by reason of some bruises I had received 
-by my horse falling upon me. But, I heard 
that in the midst of about a hundred gentlemen 
who met. Sir Henry Good rick delivered himself 
to this effect: That there having been great 
endeavours made by government of late years, 
to bring popery into the kingdom, and by many 
devices, to set at nought the laws of the land, 
there could be no proper redress of the many 
grievances we laboured under, but by a free 
parliament ; that now was the only time to prefer 
a petition of tiie sort; and, that tiiey could not 
imitate a better pattern, than had been set before 
them, by several lords, spiritual and temporal. 

" There were those who differed with him in 
opinion, and would have had some expressions in 
tlie paper moderated and amended ; and observed 
that at the same time that they petitioned as they 
designed, it would l^e but their duty to assure 
his majesty they would stand firmly by him, in the 
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midst of the dangers which threatened both him 
and his kingdoms, at tlie hazard of their lives 
and fortunes; but this was over-ruled. 

When, therefore, the draught was ema.^ 
pleted, according to the mind of Sir Henry 
Goodrick and his friends, though several disliked 
it, and went away, they proceeded to sign ; but, 
before a tliird man could subscribe it» im eawf 
one Mr. Tankard, with a rueful story. That the 
papists were risen ; and, that they had actually 
fired upon the militia troops. 

Alarmed at this, the gentlemen ran out; 
and those that were privy to the design, betook 
them to their horses, which were conveniently at 
hand for their purpose. Lord Danby, mean* 
while, in his lodgings, waited (or the false alara>^ 
and mounted with his son, lord Luraley, lord 
Horton, lord Willoughby, and others ; who, to^ 
gether with their servants, formed a bcnly ^ 
horse, consisting of a hundred in number, well 
mounted, and well accoutred. 

These rode up to the four militia tfoop% 
drawn out on another account, and cried out, 
^ A free parliament — the protestant religiwy 
and no papery.^^ The captains of these troops, 
were lord Fairfex^ iSir Thomas Gowi^r, Blf. Hq-*. 
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binson^ and Captain Tankard ; who, being ad*> 
initted to the secret the night before, and being 
prompt and ready enough in their nature for any 
action of the kind, immediately cried out the 
•ame, and led their troops over to them. 

In the first place, they went to the main 
guard of the standing company, which, the num* 
ber not exceeding twenty, they surprised, before 
I had the least notice, or even jealousy, of what 
was in agitation ; not thinking it possible that 
men of sucl^ quality and such estates, could give 
way to their discontent, however great and just 
it inight be, to the degree of engaging themselves 
jn an attempt so desperate, and so contrary to 
tbo laws they boi^sted, ai|d the religion (hey 
professed,'* 

{jord Danby, and some other gentlemen, en« 
deavoured to persuade Sir John Reresby to join 
the insurgents, urging, that they were in arms 
for the protestant religion and government, which 
James had nearly reduced to nothing; but, 
which the prince of Orange had then landed 
to restore. All their overtures were made in 
vain, and finding the governor firm)y attached 
to the king, he, and his inferior officers, were 
Ifi^en ^risopers, He was not however consigned 
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to a prison, but obliged to pledge his honor that 
he would not remove from his own house in York. 

The prince's friends immediately took pos- 
session of the guard -house, which was then in 
Thursday- Market ; and seized on all the gates ; 
placed guards at each ; suffered none to enter or 
leave the city; and secured every person who 
openly displayed any disapprobation of their 
proceedings. The magazine and stores, on the 
following day, were examined, and the houses of 
several Boman Catholics were wantonly ran- 
sacked, in search of priests, arms, and horses." 

A company of foot soldiers, raised for the 
king's service, being at Tadcaster, were brought 
over to their cause, and also a company of gre- 
nadiers, on their route from the north, through 
York, to London. 

On Thursday the twenty-ninth of the same 
month, November, a considerable mob assembled 
in the city ; which resorted to the Roman Ca- 
tholic chapels, and there committed great out- 
rages. They tore away all the pictures and 
images they met with, threw down the altajrs; 
and, after stealing the books and vestments of the 
priests, exhibited them in different parts of th^ 
city, through the day; la the evenings thej 
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p.ublicly burnt them in Coney^Ueet nt^ii th^ 
Pj^yemeiit. 

Tlie prince pf Orange's interest was likewise 
considerably promoted in York by the exer-r 
tiqm of the Igrd mayor, >vho called a nieeti|ig, 
j^n4 addressed his ff^llpw-citizens, desiring tbeo^ 
imipediatf^ly to espouse the cause of the pro- 
^pst^nt religion. 

News soon arrived that several i)oblo|i|en in 
<;he vicinity of NotUugham, ^nd in other parts, 
had declared fpr William. Thus strengthened, 
less prepaution w^si used at York* Sir Joh^ 
f^erei^by wai^ allowed tp retire to his copntry- 
^iqfse on his parole; apd spon afterwards, Jaines 
4eserted his army, his country, f^nd his crown. 

No obstacle i)ow seemed to presept itse}f, tb^t 
could prevent the prince of Orange froppi taking 
peaceable possession of the throne. The Iprd 
mayor and commqnalty of York, therefore ppenly 
recognised hin^ as the deliverer of the protestant 
religion ; ^nd offered bipi their eordial and 
jgrateful acknowledgments, in ^ warpi address 
of congratulation, ds^ted the fpi)rtecpth of Qe-f 
cepiber, 1688. 

The fourteenth of february, 1689, was ob^ 
fierved in York, fis a day of general rejoicing. 
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for the delivery of the nation from the deaigns of 
James ; and^ on the seventeenth of the same 
months William Henry, prince of Orange, and 
Mary, his princess, who was the daughter of 
the late sovereign, were proclaimed king and 
queen of England, France, and Ireland, in the 
usual manner, and at the acouston^ed plaoes in 
this city, in the presence of many thousands of 
spectators. 

This year was distinguished by one of the 
greatest floods ever known at York« In Ootobc^r^ 
the river Ouse so much overflowed ith hanks, 
that during three successive days, boats were ab» 
solutely requisite at the west end of the bridge. 

The duke of Wirtemburg, with a number of 
Danish soldiers, amounting to 5000 foot and 
1000 horse, passed this winter in York and the 
adjoining villages, They were on their route to 
Ireland ; for which place the duke and his forces 
embarked in the spring. 

In the night of Monday, the second of April, 
1694, a terrible lire broke out, on I he premises 
^f Charles Hall, a flax-dresser, in the parish of 
All Saints, Cj^h^Ousegate, which raged with 
such fury, that the houses on both sides of the 
street were soqn enveloped in piie tremendeui 
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eonflagration. No lives^ however^ were lost on 
ibe occasion, but the fire continued for eight 
Mccessire hours, in which nearly thirty houses 
were burnt to the ground. The damage sus- 
tained, was computed eren in those days, to 
amount to Twenty Thousand Pounds. 

An act of parliament being passed for the re- 
gulation of the gold and silver currency of the 
country, the old coin was called in. One of the 
king^B mints, was consequently erected in the 
manor-house, without Bootham-Bar ; and bullion 
and plate were there coined in 16B6, to the 
amount of three hundred and eight thousand^ 
nx hundred, and twenty-one pounds sterling. 

On the twenty-seventh of March, 1708, two 
troops of queen Anne's guards, arrived at York, 
with a great number of other soldiers, both horse 
and foot. They remained but a, short time in 
this city, being on a northern expedition against 
the efforts of the pretended prince of Wales, who> 
assisted by France, had threatened to land a con- 
aiderable force in Scotland. 

About the year 17 J 6, a curious antique figure, 
five inches high, by four broad, representing the 
head of a female, was found, in di^ng a cellar 
near the ruins of St. Mary's Abbey. It was given 
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to Boger Gale, esquire^ the antiquary, who pre- 
served it with great care. Tliat gentleman, 
finding it bore the marks of Roman origin, and 
knowing that the Romans had not any goddess 
in their system of theology, supposed it had been 
designed to represent the head q{ Lucretia*. 

^ Lucretia, was a celebrated Roman lady, daughter <rf 
Lucretius, and mfe of Tarquinius CoUatinus. Her accom- 
plishments proved fatal to her; and the praises which a 
number of young nobles at Ardea, among whom were 
CoUatinus and the sons of Tarquin, bestowed upon the 
domestic virtues of their wives, led to a revolution in the 
state. Exhilarated with wine, and warmed with the ideas 
which this discourse excited, these young nobles agreed to 
leave the camp and go to Rome, to ascertain the veracity <rf 
their respective assertions. Collatinushadthe pleasure to see 
his expectations reaUzed in the highest perfection'; for, while 
the wives of the other Romans were involved in the riot 
and dissipation of a feast, Lucretia was found at home, 
employed in the midst of her female servants, and easing 
their labor by sharing it herself. The beauty ancl inno- 
cence of Lucretia inflamed the passion of Sextus, the sod 
of Tarquin, who was a witness of her virtues and industry. 
He cherished the flame, and a few days after, secretly 
retiring from the camp, came to the house of liueretisy 
where be met with a kind reception, Of such tr^atmenl^ 
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The summer of 1723, claims a place in our 
annals, from an extreme drought, which prerailecl 
generally. Such were it's effects at York, that 
the water of the Ouse was reduced, till the base 
of the middle arch of Ouse-Bridge, for several 
yards rounds was completely dry. 

Im proved himself unwoithy; for^Jn (he dead of night, be 
nitrodiiced himself to Lucretia, and presenting his drawn 
•wordy threatened her with instant death if she offered to 
resist his desire. This virtuous lady was inexorable, till 
the infamous ruffian declared that he would not only 
nurder her, but would lay a slave, also dead, by her side, 
•ad report her apparent crime as real. Alarmed at the 
Ihonghts of infamy, she hesitated, and the vile Sextus 
seised the critical moment. In the morning, Lucretia 
resolved not to pardon herself for the crhne of another, 
and sent for her husband and her father. After slie had 
revealed to them the indignities that she had suffered from 
the king*s sou, and entreated them to avenge her wrongs, 
she stabbed herself with a dagger which she had pre- 
viously concealed under her clothes. This fatal blow was 
the sigual of rebellion ; and the barbarity of the son, com- 
bined with the unpopularity of tlie father to cause the 
entire expulsion of the Tarquius from Rome. Hence 
(arose the republican or consular government of the Roman 
empire. 
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During the year 1734, a small image of Saturm 
was fouud, by a person who was digging a cellar 
in Walmgate, in this city« It was made of mixed 
vietaly the workmanship being elegant, and ap- 
parently Roman. From these circumstances, it 
appears to have been one of their household 
gods ; and, as it was hollow, it had probably been 
placed upon a stand, for the purpose of chamber 
worship. Into whose hands tbis relic of ancient 
superstition has since fallen, is not known to the 
writer. 

Saturn, in the heathen mythology, is classed 
amongst the terrestrial gods, and was supposed 
to be the former of the mind of man. He was, 
however, considered to delight in human blood ; 
and the gladiators were, therefore, placed under 
his protection, and fought at his feasts. 

The festivals of the Romans, in honor of 
this god, were termed the Saturnalia. They 
were celebrated, according to some authors^ 
on the 16th, 17th, or 18th of December. At 
first, on one of tliose days only ; but after* 
wards, they were continued two, three, and 
sometimes even seven days. This custom ori- 
ginated in Greece; and the Institution was in 
remembrance of the fabled golden age, in which 
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all mankind are represented to have been equals 
Sacrifices were made, on this occasion, and slaved 
were allowed to take liberties with their masters^ 
and to inform them freely of their faults. Friends 
sent presents to each other, and reconciled all 
animosities. No war was allowed to be declared^ 
and no offender was executed* The schools kept 
a vacation ; and nothing but good humour and 
mirth prevailed. But, these festivities frequently 
terminated in extravagance, and dissolute licen* 
tiousness. 

Hence, the household god lately described^ 
will probably bring to the reader's recollection 
many historical facts, relative to the heathen 
world, and which can scarcely fail to be con- 
trasted with the superior advantages of the gospel 
dispensation. It will consequently, offer to the 
contemplative mind, a mingled source of painful 
and of pleasing reflections. 

About the year 1740, two very curious Roman 
urns were dug up near the Mounts without 
Micklegate-Bar. One of them was made of 
glass ; and being, by accident, broken in pieces, 
the inside of it was found to be coated, similar to 
a looking-glass, with a substance of a bluish 
silver colour^ termed by philosophers, the elecimn^ 
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of the ancients. The other urn was of lead, and 
was sold^ by the workmen, to an ignorant 
plumber, who immediately beat it together, and 
melted it down. A pedestal of grit, was also 
found, the same year, at no great distance from 
Micklegate-Bar. It had a short Roman in- 
scription upon it, rather defaced by time ; and 
measured two feet high, by ten inches in breadth. 

In the Rebellion which broke out in 1745, the 
citizens of York evinced great proofs of prompti- 
tude and loyalty. An association of the nobility 
and other leading characters of the county, was 
immediately proposed by the Rev. Thomas Her* 
ring, then archbishop of York ; and was entered 
into at the castle, on the twenty-fourth of Sep- 
tember. At that meeting, his lordship delivered 
a public address, in which all ranks were ex- 
horted to assist with their utmost efforts, in de- 
fending the British constitution, and in restoring 
and preserving the national tranquillity. More 
than eight hundred of the nobles, gentry, and 
clergy in the county, were by this means united. 
A subscription was immediately entered into^ 
by the inhabitants of the county at large; and 
the sum of thirty-one thousand, four hundred 
and twenty pounds was raised, for the support of 
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goyernment^ more particularly in the defence of 
ibe wealthy an«l extensive county of York. 

A meeting of the citizens was also called^ by 
John Raper^ esq. the lord mayor, for the same 
purpose; and in addition to other acts of loyalty^ 
the sum of two thousand four hundred^ and 
thirty^ five pounds was subseribed. The ainsty or 
county of the city, also contributed two hundred 
and twenty pounds. With this money, four 
oompauies of men were raised, clothed, and sup- 
ported. Each company consisted of seventy 
men ; exclusive of non-commissioned officers ; 
and this force was designated the York JB/wa." 
Tkey remained embodied about four months ; 
during which time, tlie privates received seven 
shillings per week, the drummers ten shillings^ 
and the serjeants, fourteen; but the superior 
officers serv(^d gratis. The gentlemen and other 
principal inhabitants of the city, formed them- 
selves into a military body, for it's defence* 
They were clothed in uniform; accoutred at 
their own expense; and assumed the name of 
$ndepmdents. This respectable corps remained 
mnder arms about ten months. 

The prince of Hesse honored this city with 
Us presence, on the twenty-eighth of May, I746>- 



when on his journey from Scotland to London^ 
after the decisive battle of CuUoden. The lord 
mayor and aldermen complimented the prince^ 
by waiting upon him at his quarters ; and, the 
following day, that illustrious character proceeded 
on his journey* 

William duke of Cumberland, second son of 
George the second, commander in chief against 
the rebels, was solicited by the lord mayor and 
commonalty, to visit York, when on his return 
to London. Their invitation, sent by express to 
the duke, was accepted ; and on the twenty-third 
of July he arrived, attended by lords Cathcart 
and Ancram, with several other military oflScers. 
He alighted at the precentor's bouse, in the 
Minster- Yard, then occupied by Dr. Sterne ; 
and was received by the archbishop, in a very 
polite manner. The two judges of assize, the 
high-sheriff, and several other gentlemen, also 
attended. A collation was prepared at the city's 
expense, of which the duke and the archbishop 
partook. After supper, the lord mayor, alder- 
men, and sheriffs, presented his royal highness 
with the freedom of the city. It was about nine 
o'clock in the evening, when the duke and his 
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attendants arrived^ anU at twelve the same night 
^ey departed. 

Many of the rebels^ who were at this time 
tried at York, were convicted, and twenty-two 
iwere executed. As on former occasions, the 
heads of two of them, William Conolly and 
•James Mayne, were placed on iron spikes, over 
Hicklegate-Bar. 



SECTION vn. 



Pnm ike RebeUion, in 1745, to the present time* 



IHE reader has # now been conducted through 
all the national events of importance, in which 
the interest of the city of York has been involved. 
He has^ doubtless, contemplated the greatness of 



conjointly transmitted to the present generation^ 
the shattered bulwark and the mouldering pile. 

Associated with contemplations like these, he 
may feel a consciousness of the instability of every 
thing this terrestrial globe can exhibit; and^ 
whilst surveying the faded greatness of the se-« 
eond city in England, may call to mind the 
present degraded state of Athens, the oncte 
mighty capital of Greece, or dwell, with painful 
musingji on the wasting piles of Imperial Rome^ 
her conquering rival, and the great antitype of 
our nprthern metropolis. 




it's early periods, admired the grandeur of it's 
pristine glory, and beheld, with feelings of tender 
emotion, the various occurrences which have 
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Struck with the survey, he may join with 
Amistrohgj and exclaim : 

Time shakes the stable tyranny of thrones, 
And tottering empires fall by tlieir own weight ! 
This huge rotundity we tread, grows old, 
And all those worlds that roll around the Sun ! 
The Sun, himself, must die, and ancient night 
Again involve the desolate abyss 

During the latter part of the short period which 
this section embraces, war, with all it's desolating 
train, has raged on the European and Asiatic 
Continents, and erected it's crimson standard on 
the trans-atlantic shores ; but, we ou^ht to re- 
joice, as a nation, that though we have not been 
entirely free from the effects of those awful 
events, our own country has escaped the horrors 
attendant on the seat of hostilities. . Hence little 
now remains to be recorded, but such local 
events of a civil nature, as have occurred to the 
inhabitants of York, and claim a place in the 
history of our city. 

In the year 1747, as several workmen were 
digging the foundation of a house in Mick- 
legate, opposite the church of St. Martin, they 
found a curious piece of sculpture, about tea 
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feet below the surface of the earth, of which the 
following is an exact resemblattce* 




This ancient relic is limestone^ two feet three 
inches in length, one foot ten inches and three 
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quarters broad, and seven inches thick: com- 
pletely smooth on the back and edges, and with* 
put any inscription. 

Drake, the antiquary, was residing in York, 
when it was found ; about eleven years after the 
publication of his Eboracum, On hearing of the 
circumstance, that gentleman took a drawing of 
it, which he sent to the learned Dr« Stukely. 
l*he doctor returned the following explanation, 
which was afterwards forwarded, by Mr, Drake, 
to the Royal Society, 

This drawing is a great curiosity. The stone 
which it delineates, is a sculpture of JdithraM^ 
as usual, sacrificing a bull. He has on the 
Persian inantje, called vandys^ and the Phrygian 
bonnet, called tj/ara. He represents the Archi- 
magus, performing the great annual sacrifice, at 
the spring equinox, according to the patriarchal 
usage. 

" These ceremonies to Mithras, were generally 
celebrated in a cave of a rock; therefore this 
sculpture was found so deep in the earth. 

** There is commonly a figure on each side of 
him, habited in the same manner, standing cross- 
legged ; the one holds a torch up, the other 
down. Here is only the latter in your sculp- 
ture — the other is imperfect. 
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Underneath is the figure of a horse, inti- 
mating the sun's course; for, in the time when 
the old patriarchal customs became prophane^ 
and desecrated into idolatry, they made Mithratf 
to be the Apollo, or Sun ; whence these sculp- 
tures had a number of symbols relating to the 
solar circuit of the year, through the twelve 
Zodiacal constellations. 

The two figures attending on the Archi- 
magus, are inferior officers to him. There is a 
mystery in their standing cross-legged, like out 
effigies of Croisaders in churches, and it means 
the same thing ; for the cross was one part of the 
Mithriac ceremonies. These two, by the different 
attitudes of their torches, represent day and nighty 
as Mithras represents the sun. The figure im- 
perfectly drawn at the tail of the horse, is, I 
believe, a genius twisted round with a snake; 
which means the vitality imparted to all things 
by the solar power. 

The other figures are too imperfect to 
trouble you with conjectures about them ; but 
they all regard the same design. They are offi- 
ciating priests, and are dressed in a symbolic 
manner^ to intimate the sun's influence and 
annual motion. 
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The Romans became extremely fond of the 
Mitbriac sacreds, whence here you find this 
sculpture in the imperial city. I saw an image 
of Mithras, at Chester^ and no doubt there are 
many more in Britain. 

St. Jerom, in his epistle to Lseta, writes^ 
A few years ago, your cousin, Gracchus, a 
name of Patrician quality, when he was prsefect 
of the city, destroyed, broke, and burnt, the cave 
of Mithras." This was at Rome^ and about the 
year 378. Not long after, we may well imagine, 
your Roman praefect of York followed his ex* 
ample, and demolished the subterranean temple, 
in Mick legate, where this sculpture of him was 
found." 

This curious antique, was formerly in the 
possession of Mrs. Sandercock, of Lendal, in 
this city, by whom it was bequeathed, with 
other property^ to Doctor Cappe. On the 
decease of that gentleman, it became the pro- 
perty of the present Mrs. Cappe ; to whom the 
author of this work is indebted for a minute ex- 
amination of the ancient sculpture. 

Some of the figures are defaced ; but when we 
consider that, in all probability, nearly two 
thousand years have elapsed since the hand which 
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formed them mouldered into dust, our surprise 
will be excited that time has left so perfect a 
representation. 

A small pedestal of wood was made, most 
probably at the time the stone was found ; 
and in the front of it, was placed a brief 
description of the sculpture, to the following 
purport — The Basso Believoes of Mithras, the 
Persian Deity ^, performing the great annual 
sacrifice, according to patriarchal usage, which 
was worshipped all over the Roman empire, and 
very much in Britain. One day in the year the 
Romans celebrated a grand festival to Mithras, 
who was chiefly worshipped in a rocky cave under 
ground." Beneath this inscription, is a remark 

Lempriere, in his Classical Dictionary/' says, 
Mithras was a god of Persia, supposed to be the Sun, 
or, according to others, Venus Urania. His worship was 
introduced at Rome, and the Romans raised him altars, 
on which was this inscription, Deo Soli Mithrm^ or^ 
Soli Deo invicto Mithrw,''^ The Pantheon also informs 
us, that those who desired to become the priests of 
Mithras, were previously obliged to undergo numerous 
hardships, disgraces, stripes, colds, heats, and other 
torments, before they were considered fit for that ex« 
alted station. 
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much defaced^ but which a{^ars to hare heem 
% qoere supposition relatire to the times of the 
origin and destruction of the idolatrous care* 

In the year 17^, the heads of two of the 
febels^ executed in 1746^ and which had beea 
placed oyer Micklegate-Bar, were stolen from 
it. The theft was effected in the night of the 
Sttth of January^ by William Arundell^ a tailor^ 
ff York, assisted by an Irish journeyman. Large 
lewards were immediately offered, for the appre« 
Ittnsion of the offender, to obtain which the Irish- 
man was tempted to betray his master. Arundell 
iras committed to the jail on Ouse-Bridge, tried^ 
i^nvictedy and sentenced to two years imprison- 
fient, to pay a fine of five pounds, and to find 
sureties for his future good behaviour. 
. In 1757, several new regulations in the militia 
laws, which obliged the poor to contribute equally 
with the rich, were conceived by the former to be 
oppressive and unjust ; and excited considerable 
tumult in the north and east ridings of York- 
shire. The latter is unconnected with the city j 

but the former, claims our attention. 

I' 

On the fifteenth of September, the day ap- 
pointed for the meeting of the deputy-lieutenanta 
and chief constables for the wapentake of Bulmer^ 
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great numbers of country people, from more than 
thirty parishes, assembled in the city of York^ 
with intent to prevent the constables from pro^ 
senting the lists of men subject to the ballot. 
Thus met, armed with clubs^ and other unlawful 
weapons, they took a circuitous route, through 
Monk* Bar, to the Cockpit^ House, without 
Bootham-Bar. The deputy lieutenants, how^ 
ever, had not assembled there ; but some of the 
constables were present, from whom the mob 
forced the lists, and after disposing of all tbo 
liquors they could Hnd, and destroying the in« 
ternal part of the house, they levelled it with 
the ground* 

Their attention was next directed to the house 
of Mrt Bowes, on the opposite side of the street^ 
which met with the same fate as the former* 
Many other persons were pointed out, as friende 
to the obnoxious militia law, and would also 
have been attacked, had not the lord mayor and 
the high-sheriff of the county quickly appeared 
amongst the rioters; and^ by persuasive argu* 
ments and specious promises, soothed their irri« 
tated feelings, so as to induce them to disperse. 

Several of the rioters were afterwards appre«« 
bended, and tried at the following assizes. Tbe^ 
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w^re all acquitted but one ; who, being capitally 
convicted^ received sentence of deaths but had 
bis sentence commuted to transportation for life. 

Edward^ duke of York^ passed through this 
eity^ on the 18th of July^ 1761^ accompanied by 
Sir William Boothby, bart.^ Colonel Morrison, 
and Major 8t John. The duke was on a tour 
to Scarborough, for the benefit of his health, and 
therefore made no stay in York. Whilst he 
remained at Scarborough, however, Thomas 
Bowes, esq. the lord mayor, Peter Johnson, esq. 
the recorder, and two senior aldermen, waited 
vpon his royal highness, to request that he would 
honor York, on his return, by spending some 
time in the city. The mansion-house of the lord 
mayor was also ofiered to the duke, for his ac- 
commodation. A gracious answer was returned ; 
and, on the 19th of August, Edward arrived in 
York. He alighted at the minster, surveyed 
that magnificent building, and then proceeded 
to'the mansion-house; Stonegate, through which 
he passed, being lined with Colonel Thornton's 
militia. The lord mayor, recorder, aldermen, 
and sherifls, were prepared to receive the duke; 
the recorder, in an address to his royal high- 
ness, also offered him the freedom of the city, and 
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this iDark of respect meeting his approbation, it 
was presented in a gold box, value one hundrecl 
guineas^ The duke dined with the lord mayor 
at the mansion-house, along with the earl of 
Gainsborough, and a great number of gen- 
tlemen. 

In the evening, a ball was given at the as* 
aembly- rooms. It was opened by the duke, and 
the sister of Sir John Lister Kaye, bart, then 
high-sheriff for the county. This illustrious per- 
sonage, lodged that night at the mansion- house^ 
and on the following morning, repaired to the 
race-ground, where he reviewed Thornton's mi- 
litia. He breakfasted at the grand stand, after 
which, he communicated the usual compliments of 
satisfaction, &c., and proceeded to London* 

On the eighth of January, 1762, war was for- 
mally declared in York, against the king of 
Spain ; and, on the following day, the high- 
sheriff of the county. Sir John Lister Kaye, bart. 
attended by two regiments of militia, and many 
gentlemen, caused the under-sheriff to read a 
similar declaration at the castle. 

A terrible hurricane was experienced in York^ 
in 1763. It commenced about nine in the even- 
ing of Saturday the first of December, and con- 
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Cinaed till Hear eight the next mornitig^ Sm 
powerful was the wind, that the weathercock^ 
and part of the battlement at the west-end of 
the cathedral, were blown down, and many houses 
IB the city were greatly damaged. 

York was again honored with the presence of 
Bdward, duke of York, on the eigliteenth of 
August, 1760. Never were the races so nu-» 
merously or so respectably attended, as on this 
occasion — the splendid retinues of the nobility 
which had resorted to meet the duke^ gave ad- 
ditional brilliancy to the scene, and contributed 
much to the hilarity of the meeting. His royal 
liighness attended the service at the cathedral, 
on the sabbath, and being met at the west door, 
by the residentiary, the lord mayor, recorder, 
and ethers, was ushered into the archbishop's 
throne^ where he heard a discourse by the Rev. 
Mr. Sterne- On Monday he left York, pro- 
"ceeded towards Scarborough, and again passed 
through this city in September following, on his 
return to the south. 

The king of Denmark visited York, the thirty- 
Urst of August, 1768; »nd, with many of his 
nobles, and oflBcers of state, was accommodated 
at Mr. Bluitt's inn, in LendaL The evening 
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of that day, the lord mayor and aldermen warUni 
on his majesty^ in the usual manner^ and were 
received with great respect. The king, however, 
could not be prevailed upon to remain long in 
York, but the following morning, after viewing 
the cathedral, and the other objects of public 
interest, he hastened through Leeds and Ma»- 
cbester, to London. 

The same year, as some labourers were pre- 
paring a piece of ground for a garden, near the 
city walls, west of Micklegate-Bar, they dkn 
covered a Roman Sepnlchre, of a very singular 
form. Mr. William White, M. D. of York, scdt 
the following description of it, to the Antiquarian 
Society, of which himself was a member. 

The sepulchre was formed of tiles, being 
three in length, each twenty inches long, anid 
fifteen inches and a half broad, with prominent 
edges. These, with the same number on the; 
other side, ^ere built up in the form of the roof 
of a house, making a triangle with the ground 
below. This was covereiJ at the top with semi* 
circular tiles, of a small diameter, so close as to 
prevent the least particle of earth from falling 
within the cavity. 
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Each end of the dormitory was closed with 
a tile^ of the same form and size as those of the 
aides — On each of these is this inscription: 

I<£6. IX. HIS. 

" Within the cavity of this sepulchre, were 
found the remains of a human body, which seems 
to have been burnt ; among them were a part of 
a thigh-bone, and the lower jaw broken^ but 
containing all it's teeth. 

There was likewise an urn, of a bluish-grey 
colour, containing ashes, covered with a piece of 
{date. I got it very well preserved, with one of 
the same sort, of a smaller size and broken. 
Near to this, was found another earthen vessel of 
red clay, with a handle to it ; the bottom of it 
was broken off, by the workmen, in hopes of 
finding treasure, but I believe it contained no- 
thing but common earth. 

" They brought me a silver ring, for the fingerj 
weighing seven penny- weights, which they sard 
was found in the last- mentioned vessel ; but, 
apprehend this to be a mistake, as it seems not 
to be Roman. 

I was obliged to take the latter part of this 
account from the labourers, as I knew not of the 
discovery, till they brought me the urns, ring^ 
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and a few coins^ all except one, much defaced. 
I went immediately, and examined the sepulchre, 
in sUuf measured the tiles, and secured the two 
end ones, with the inscriptions. The medal is a 
Domitian, well preserved. Reverse^ FiPBi 

PUBLICAE. 

The ninth legion came over into Britain 
under the emperor Claudius, and was surnamed 
Mispanica; under which title it is mentioned 
by Tacitus. There have been many monuments 
found in Britain, wherein mention is made of 
this legion ; but, instead of the adjunct His^ 
panica, all of them have that of Victrix, Thi» 
puzzled Mr. Horsley, who, in order to account 
for it, supposed this legion to have been iucor<» 
porated with the sixth, whose proper title wa« 
VictrtXy by which the latter became general. 

By this inscription, (the only one yet dis« 
covered in Britain, in which the ninth legion 
appears with it's proper title, HispanicaJ wo 
know that it retained that name long after it's 
arrival in this island, and when stationed at 
Eboracum. If Mr. Horsley's opinion be true, 
which is very probable, this monument must bo 
prior to that period, and consequently to all tb« 
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monumento yet discovered, in which mention is 
made of this legion. 

This is doubtless the sepulchre of a soldier^ 
belonging to the Legio nona HispanieaJ*^ 

Such is the interesting description given of 
this curious relic, the antiquity of which is so 
fully proved, that further comment is unne* 
cessar}'. 

In the month of October, 1769, as several 
workmen were employed in preparing the founda- 
tion of a garden wall, between Gillygate and the 
walls of the city, they found a serrated Boman 
silver coin, which from it's extraordinary an- 
tiquity, and peculiar rarity, merits a description 
in this work. On one side was a head in profile^ 
and this inscription : capit. cxiii." On the 
reverse, were represented two oxen, with the 
yoke on their necks, but no plough : Above them 
was inscribed " cxiii." and^ under their feet 

" C. MARI." 

Capitoj was the surname of the Marian fa- 
mily ; but, what is meant by cxiii. on each side 
the coin, is difficult to ascertain. It certainly 
cannot have any relation to the number of times 
he was Consul ; as we are informed that he was 
slain in his seventh Consulship, eighty-four years 
prior to the birth of our Saviour. This piece 
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must therefore have been struck more than nine* 
teen hundred years ago. 

An antiquary^ who was living when it wa« 
founds ventured the following conjecture re- 
specting it. As the oxen are sometimes the 
symbol of peace^ it is not improbable but this 
€X)in might have been struck upon Caius Marius's 
conquest over Jugurtha, one hundred and five 
years before the birth of Christ ; and the year 
before Pompey and Cicero were born : Or, on his 
conquest over the Cimbri, when 200,000 men 
were slain, and 90,000 were taken prisoners ; in 
his fourth Cousulship, which was five years after 
C. Marius had defeated Jugurtha." 

As some labourers were digging for gravel oa 
the Mount, near the south entrance to the city, 
in October, 1769, they discovered the foundation 
of an ancient building ; and on close investi* 
gation, part of a vault was also found, in which 
had been deposited a large leaden coffin. It 
contained a few bones; but no other fragments 
of antiquity. 

In Drake's Eboracum, is the following ob« 
servation, which may be considered as having 
reference to the structure just mentioned i On 
the east side of the Mount, stood formerly the 
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chapel of St. James^ remarkable for being the 
place from which the archbishops of York begun 
their walk on footj to the cathedral, at their 
enthronization ; the cloth, which was spread all 
the way, for that purpose, being afterwards given 
to the poor. This being a chantry chapel, it fell 
at the suppression.'' Torre also observes: " The 
dean and chapter met the archbishop here, in 
their formalities; who, after being sprinkled 
with holy water, and thurified, then put off his 
shoes, and so proceeded thence barefoot ^ (on the 
cloth prepared for the purpose) to the minster; 
being attended by the clergy and people." 

When it is considered that the vault, coffin^ 
and it's mouldering contents, were discovered on 
the north side of the road, towards the summit of 
the Mount, bearing eastward from it; and how 
wide a difference there is between this sepukiire 
and others found at various times near the same 
spot, we may be justified in concluding that the 
foundations which enclosed them, mark the scite 
of St. James's chapel ; and that the relics of mor- 
tality bespeak some great personage, whose 
friends had chosen this sacred building as a fit 
repository for the mortal remains. 

The ground where the foundations of the 
chapel of St. James, and the remains of the vault 
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were found, is now the property of V. Beilby, esq. 
who resides within a few hundred yards of the 
spot. It is close by the road side, is elevated above 
the surrounding country, and though at present 
occupied by the owner as an orchard, is generally 
known by the name of the Mill- Hill, from the 
circumstance of a building of that sort having been 
erected upon it, in modern times. No remains 
of the chapel or vault are now to be seen ; nor 
does the bill present to the eye any peculiar ap* 
pearance, calculated to raise in the mind of the 
stranger, the least idea of it's former importance. 
In one part of the orchard, however, is a curious 
piece of grit stone, of a round or rather an oval 
form, and completely flat at the top, probably the 
pedestal for an image. Whether this belonged 
to the chapel, or is a relic of more ancient date^ 
cannot easily be determined, since it has not any 
inscription, or other mark of Roman origin. 

In an adjoining field, the property of the same 
gentleman, is another hill or piece of rising 
ground ; which, when struck upon by any hard 
substance, yields a hollow sound. By this, it is 
highly probable, that a subterranean repository 
or vault, would be found beneath, was the hill 
opened for the purpose, where some warriors of 
old may have Ipng reposed. 
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A ffiot road winds ncjir the spot, and as the 
eontemplalive stranger paases by, a single tree 
crowniiig the summit of the hilU with the herbage 
round, may call to his recollect ion that passage 
in Ossian's Poemsj which^ in a most admirable 
manner^ describes these dormitories of the dead : 



A tre€y with gcarcG a haf^Long grasSy that 
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In the month of August, 1770, part of the 
foundation of a Temple, of Roman brick Mork, 
was found in Friars' Gardens, near Toft- Green, 
about two feet below the surface of the earth. 
It was so firmly cemented, as to resist the stroke 
of a pick ; and it's form, was a semicircle, the 
other half being under an adjoining house. Be- 
neath this fragment, was a Hat grit stone, three 
feet long, two feet one inch broad, and seven 
inches thick ; on which was the following in- 
scription, and curious carved work, ip very fine 
preservation. 
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DEOrS/WCTO 
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The inscription maybe thus translated : — Tni» 

TliMPLE, SACRED TO THE GoD, SbRAPIS, WAS 
EHECTED, A SolOy FROM THE GROUND, BY Cla^'- 

Q4 
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mts HEttoNYMiANus^ legate, or Lieutenant^ of 
THE Sixth Conquering Legion. 

Serapis was a great Egyptian deity, known by 
the three names of Osiris, Apis, and Serapis. 
Osiris, in the heathen mythology, is represented 
as the son of Jupiter and Niobe, but is said to have 
been killed by his brother Typhon. The super- 
stition of the Egyptians, who believed the doctrine 
of Metempsychosis, induced them to imagine that 
the soul of Osiris had, after leaving the human 
form, entered that of an ox ; this animal having 
been of very essential service in the cultivation 
of the ground, and Osiris having introduced agri- 
culture into Egypt. Apis is the Egyptian name 
for an ox ; and this name was afterwards altered to 
Serapis. Memphis, Alexandria, Canopus, and the 
great city of Athens, had each a magnificent tem- 
ple dedicated to this idol ; and his worship was in- 
troduced also at Rome by the emperor Antoninus 
Pius^ in the year 146 : thence, no doubt, it had 
been brought to this country, by the Romans, and 
thus had occasioned the erection of a temple 
sacred to Osiris, in the ancient and then splendid 
city of Eboracum* 

Having explained the inscription, it will now 
be proper to notice the carving on each side of it. 
These are clearly emblematic of circumstances 



CITY OF TOBK. 249^ 

aonnected with this object of idolatrous Teneration. 
Dr. Adams^ in his treatise on Roman Antiquities^ 
says : Animals were joined to a carriage^ by what 
was called a Jugum (a yoke) usually made of 
wood ; but sometimes also of metal^ placed upon 
the neck ; one yoke commonly upon two^ of a 
crooked form, with a bend for the neck of each." 
Such are the crooked figures here represented^ . 
at each end of which the hoof of an ox is 
evidently pourtrayed. The two small wheels 
which are placed near them, seem also to de- 
note the agricultural pursuits in which the ox 
was chiefly employed, and for which it was 
deified by the Egyptians. The wheels might also 
have another signification ; being, by their rotun« 
dity, emblematic of eternity, and hence, of the 
supposed endless duration of the god Serapts. 

GouGH, in his edition of Camden's Britannia, 
mentions this inscription, though in a very brief 
manner, without attempting any explanation, or 
ever noticing the Jugum or the wheels. He, 
however, remarks that Mr. Pegge refers it to the 
time of Hadrian or sooner ; and adds, that several 
coins of Nerva, Trajan, and Hadrian, were found 
along with it. 

This curious memorial of Roman idolatry, was 
immediately removed from the place where it 
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had so long been deposited; and^ in the year 
1785^ it was in the possession of the late Fraucts 
Smithy esquire, F. S. A. then residing at New- 
buildings, near Thirsk, in this county. 

As some workmen were digging a drain from 
the north-east of Davygate, to the corner of 
Lendal, in the year 1770, they discovered the 
foundation of three walls or buttresses, about 
•even feet below the surface of the ground. They 
were from nine feet and a half to eleven feet and 
a half broad ; about three feet distant from each 
other ; and were composed of pebbles strongly ce- 
mented, the space between the walls being se- 
curely filled with clay. Gough says, they were 
supposed to have been built by the Romans, to 
prevent the Ouse from overflowing the city. 

The same year, several antique remains were 
found by Mr. Thomas Beckwith, in a piece of 
ground on the banks of the river Ouse, which 
had been opened as a gravel pit, situate about a 
mile and a half east from the city. They con- 
sisted of several fragments of Roman earthen- 
ware: part of the bottom of a Patera^^-, in- 

* Patera^ amongst the RoinaiiB, was a goblet, or vessel 
of gold, silver, marble, brass, glass, and sometimes of 
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scribed CA^IASF — Another was also found, on 
which opiiiLAS, with several other names, ap- 
peared very legibly. Within the compass of 
fifty or sixty yards, were likewise many more 
pieces of paterae and urns, some very large ves- 
sels, part of a patera much superior to the rest, 
being adorned with representations of vine leaves 
— part of an urn of crystal — an iron flesh fork, 
and a piece of brass. But amongst all these 
fragments, only one perfect urn, with it's cover, 
was found. 

The most remarkable circumstance, however, 
connected with this discovery, was, that a stratum 
of oyster shells appeared to have been laid about 
two feet, in some parts three, and in others nearly 
five, below the surface, and above them was a 
sort of rich black earth, like soot mixed with 

earth, out of which they made libations, and offered con-^ 
secrated meats, to the gods, in sacrifice. The patera is 
frequently found represented on medals, in the hands of 
the emperors, and when thus placed, implies the junction 
of the sacerdotal Tvith the imperial authority. This 
vessel, after having served for funeral libations, was some- 
times inclosed in the urn prepared for the ashes of thtt 
departed. The name patera is derived from pateo, aQ 
open vessel 
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oil; among which were found pieces of burnt 
wood. Upon this singular substance^ were scat- 
tered great numbers of bones of cattle ; chiefly 
heads and ribs. In one part were many heads of 
])easts laid together ; and^ in several others^ bones 
mixed with earth and fragments of earthen 
vessels. Not far from those^ the earthy about 
three feet below the present surface^ was dis- 
coloured and greasy, as though it had been 
•oaked with blood to the depth of two feet. 

This unusual appearance, tended, with con« 
necting circumstances^ to impress upon the minds 
of the antiquaries who examined the whole, a 
firm idea that a Roman temple had formerly 
stood there, and that those were the remains of 
the sacrifices and other ceremonies, customary in 
the dark ages of Pagan idolatry. 

The preceding account is mentioned by Gough, 
who says, that in the following year, 1771, a si- 
milar discovery was made in another gravel-pit, 
not far from the former. The particulars of 
the latter he gives in the following words: — 

A fragment of a patera, secespita, a flesh fork 
with the prongs bent down, brass needle, large 
iron bolt, two square studs of brass, a whole 
patera with ears, two others broken, one of them 
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adorned with men and beasts^ another with vine 
leaves and branches — a small urn, of coarse red 
clay, with a cover of bluish clay — a small broken 
patera — a fragment of a light coloured coarse 
cover, with two ears ; and various fragments of 
urns. Within this pit, between layers of earth 
and gravel, was another of black earth inter- 
mixed with burnt wood, and under it, a layer of 
oyster shells. In the middle of the pit was a 
hillock of the same strata, mixed with fragments 
of urns, some inscribed, ofroni, caivs, &c. Some 
of larger ones, and of paterse, adorned with vine 
and ivy branches, lions, tygers, fawns piping on 
double flutes, &c.'' 

An antique brass flaggon was also found by a 
neighbouring farmer, whilst ploughing in a field 
near the city. It's weight was seventeen pounds^ 
four ounces and a half, the lid alone weighing 
three pounds and six ounces. This ancient ves- 
sel was calculated to contain in quantity about 
five of our modern pints; it stood on three 
legs, and the top of the lid represented a head or 
face apparently connected with the heathen my- 
thology, but without any inscription. It was not^ 
in any other respect, worthy the attention of the 
antiquary. 
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Rumours of an intended invasion of England^ 
by France and Spain, assisted by the Dutch, 
being prevalent in the year 1782, orders were 
issued by government for a general association, 
to en&ble the inhabitants of Britain to resist the 
combined efforts of her enemies. On the lOth of 
May, an express to that purport, arrived in 
York. The lord mayor immediately called a 
general meeting; and it was resolved, that a corps 
of gentlemen volunteers should be embodied, who 
would provide their own arms and accoutrements, 
but should not be under any other control than 
that of the civil magistrates. It was also agreed 
that four companies of men in humbler life, one for 
each ward, should be raised, supported, and paid 
out of a general subscription for the purpose. The 
latter, however, were to be under military law, 
and liable to be marched out to any part of the 
kingdom, in case of actual invasion or rebellion ; 
but not on any other account. 

Those resolutions being unanimously passed, 
a committee of the principal gentlemen of the 
city was immediately formed, to carry them 
into effect. The efforts of this committee were 
warmly seconded by the corporation of York, the 
members of which assembled a few days after^ 

R 
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i|nd generously voted the sum of five hundred 
pounds^ in aid of the patriotic cause. 

In the course of this year, the names of the se- 
veral streets were first placed at the respective 
corners ; in imitation of the same useful plan in 
London ; no such regulation having ever been 
previously adopted at York. The houscMs in 
our city are, however, not yet numbered as 
in the capital of the kingdom — this improve- 
ment remains to be effected at some future time. 
When it's population and trade shall become 
more considerable than at present, it will be need- 
ful ; and even now, in a city so much visited by 
strangers, it would be no small accommodation. 

There is another regulation observed in the 
metropolis, which if generally adopted in our 
venerable city, would afford both to strangers 
and residents, a considerable alleviation of the 
difficulty arising from it's narrow streets and con- 
sequent narrow foot pavements. Those who have 
been accustomed to pass much on foot in London, 
and many other large places, will perceive that 
the rules for wal-king are here alluded to — they 
are few and simple. Foot passengers should 
always move to the right, by which they would 
pass each other on the left side, and thus avoid 
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that obstruction and dodging of one another^ in 
attempting to pass^ which not unfrequently occurs 
when two parties arrive at the same spot, who are 
equally disposed to be polite and give way to 
those they meet. 

That celebrated statesman, the Marquis of 
Rockingham, whose memory is dear to every 
Yorkshireman, and whose virtues commanded 
universal admiration, departed this life in July, 
1782. His remains were conveyed to York, for 
interment in the cathedral; and the mournful 
occasion presented to the view of our citizens^ 
a scene of such extraordinary attachment and 
respect, as perhaps may never be excelled in any 
age or country. 

It having been intimated that the funeral ce- 
remony would be performed on the twentieth of 
July, a great number of gentlemen, including 
several members of the Rockingham Club*, as^ 
sembled about two o'clock, in the Minster- Yard ; 
and thence proceeded in a body to Dringhouses^ 
about a mile and a half from the city. At this 
place they met the corpse, attended by a nu- 

♦ A political society, formed in York under the pa- 
tronage of this exalted character; but which has long 
been dissolved, and is now nearly forgotten. 
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merous cavalcade, which thej joined ; and the 
procession, with slow and solemn pace, moved 
towards the city, where they arrived at four in 
the afternoon, in the following order : 

ABOUT TWO HUM DRBD CITIZENS ON HORSEBACK, TWO AND TWO. 

THE STANDARD AS LORD LIEUTENANT OF THE COUNTY, 
Cmritibym gndUvkm on k rMkmck t the end held by mMtr mfMi. 

TWO OBirTLEMBlf ON HORSEBACK. 

THE BANNER OF THE ORDER OF ST. GEORGE, 
€»rUd bjf m gentlemm on horeebaek^ tJke Mar fit being of the Moii NMt 
Order of the Garter, 

TWO GENTLEMEN ON QORSEBACK. 

TITE GREAT BANNER OF THE FAMILY ARMS, &C., 
Carried by a gentleman on hors^ck. 

taE CORONET ON A CRIMSON CUSHION, WITH GOLD FRINGE, &C. 
Carried by a gentlemen on horteback, bareheaded, 

THE HEARSE, COTERED WITH ESCUTCHEONS, &C., 
Containing the Body in a Coffin ^ covered with crimson velvety ntporbljf 
ornamented, 

ON EACH SIDE THE HEARSE THE BANNEROLS 
JMdedwUh the Marriages of hit Lordnhip^t family^ and carried by agmtUmmt 
on horseback, attended by eight Paget on foot. 

SIX MOURNING COACHES WITH SIX HORSES EACH, 
AND TWENTY CARRIAGES WITH THE PRINCIPAL GENTLEMBlf 
OF THE COUNTY AND CITY, 
Who came to attend the funeral of their much beloved and lamented friend* 

On the entry of the corpse at the west end of 
*the minster, it was met by the dean, residentiaries, 
prebendaries, &c., who preceded it to the choir, 
singing the service. The body was placed there 
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doring the evening prayere — ^then carried to the 

vault, and deposited with great solemnity. 

Such were the honors paid to the remains of 

this exalted statesman, whose patriotic course 

presents to his successors an ample fund for 

reflection, and a bright and noble example for 

their imitation. 

So may the people^B care attend 
Each statesman, that's liis country's friend! 
And great and grateful honors bloom, 
For eTer, round ihe patriot s tomb ! 

The winter of 1784, was extremely severe, aB 
over Europe. In England, the severity was 
experienced as much as in any other country; 
and that period was remarkable at York for a 
very intense frost, and a heavy fall of snow. The 
river Ouse was frozen so firmly, that during 
eight successive weeks, it was frequented by the 
most timid with the utmost confidence, the same 
as terra firma^ The greatest inconvenience occa- 
sioned to the inhabitants by this frost, arose from 
the scarcity of coals ; for though they were brought 
up to the city by land, the price was considerably 
enhanced with the land carriage; and they were 
sold at from twenty-six to thirty shillings per 
chaldron, which was then thought extremely 
bigh : and is double the present price. 

B9 
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Under these circumstances^ the labourite 
classes of society were becoming much distressed; 
but the liberality of the citizens of York^ which 
has long been proverbialy was not less conspi- 
cuous than usual. On this occasion^ a consider- 
able subscription was raised^ to purchase bread 
and coals ; and those two important necessaries 
of life were distributed gratis^ to upwards of six 
thousand indigent individuals. 

The thaw was welcomed with grateful feelings 
by all ; but the effects it produced were very 
unpleasant^ and completely without precedent. 
The Ouse was so extremely high^ that the water 
was a considerable depth, even on the high road 
without Castlegatc Postern; the houses there 
were all inundated, and the water increased till 
it also extended within the Postern up Castlegate- 
Laue, now called Tower- Street. In Walmgate, 
the evil was more seriously felt, and the inha- 
bitants were obliged to move about in carts. 
But this difficulty did not long continue ; for, on 
the ninth of March, the river subsided, the coal 
sloops came up, and trade began to resume it^s 
customary appearance. 

The sufferings caused by the slave trade, were 
long an object of painful anxiety in the minds of 
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many benevolent inhabitants of York ; throagh 
whose endeavours, a public meeting was called, 
in J 788, to take the subject into more serious 
consideration* At that meeting, it was deter* 
mined to address parliament on the complete 
abolition of all such inhuman traffic ; and a pe- 
tition, signed by eighteen hundred citizens of 
York, was accordingly transmitted to the Hon. 
Lord Viscount Galway, and R. Milnes, esq., 
on Wednesday the sixth of February, in thttt 
year, to be presented to the House of Commons. 
So early an interference in the cause of humanity, 
evinced a nobleness of feeling which must comr 
mand admiration ; and is an honorable trait in 
the character of our city. 

York has not often been honored by the visita 
of any of the present royal family of Great 
Britain. One instance of this, however, occurred 
in 1789, which deserves attention. On Monday 
the thirty-first of August, in the race- week, their 
royal highnesses, the prince of Wales and the 
duke of York, arrived on the race-ground, 'm 
their carriage* They alighted at some distance 
from the Grand Stand, whence they rode about 
on horseback, in order to gratify public curiosity 
with a sight of their persons. When the races 

B4 
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were ccmduded, they repaired to the carriage of 
earl Fitzwilliam^ in which they proceeded towards 
the city. The populace observing their approach^ 
assembled without Micklegate-Bar, took the 
horses from the carriage^ and drew them through 
the streets with loud congratulations. 

On the following day the members of the cor- 
poration went in procession^ from the Guildhall 
to the deanery, whither the royal visiters had re- 
paired. They were preceded by a band of 
music, and during an interview with the prince, 
presented to him the following address, aooom- 
pa^ied by an elegant jgold box, inclosing the 
freedom of the city, 

To his Royal Highi^ess, George Prince of Wales, 
May it please your Royal Highness, 

The Lord Mayor and Corporation of the City of York, 
unimated with the most lively gratitude for the high ho- 
nour conferred on this ancient city by your presence, beg 
Jeave to approach your royal person with the utmost 
respect and most cordial affection. This honour, Sir, is 
greatly increased by your royal highness being the only 
heir apparent to the imperial crown of this realm, whom 
they have ever had the felicity personally to address. 

They cannot resist the present favourable opportunity 
of expressing their just admiration of, and unfeigned ac- 
knowledgments for, the wisdom and moderation which so 
eminently distinguished the affectionate and princely con- 
duct of your royal highness^ in the most awful and trying 
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situation, when all inen looked up to your royul highness 
for protection, with the fuiicst assurance of receiving it; 
and blessed as this kingdom hath been by Divine Provi- 
dence, in the happy recovery of our most gracious sove- 
reign, for whom they entertain the warmest sentiments o£ 
duty and loyalty, it is tlieir fervent prayer that when it 
shall please the Ahuigiity to call his majesty to a heavenly 
throne, your royal highness may succeed him In the 
hearts and affection of a free, brave, and loyal people, 
and long live to reign over them with the happiness and 
glory of a patriot king. 

Your royal highness is respectfully entreated, to permit 
your royal name to be enrolled amongst the Freemen of 
this ancient city, and to accept the freedom thereof ; which 
is thus humbly offered for your royal highness's gracious 
l-eeeption. 

To this Address f his RoyalHi/jhness was pleased 
to return the following Answer : 

My Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

I thank you for your loyal and affectionate Address, 
and for the satisfaction which you express at my visit to 
the city of York. 

It gives me very sincere pleasure that my conduct has 
been ])roperly understood by you, and that my opinions as 
to the powers necessary to have been trusted to me for the 
general welfare, have not been mistaken by the respectable 
citizens of York, for an extravagant lust of power, or an 
unbecoming haste to assume tliat seat, which to be called 
to as late as possible, is tlie constant and warmest wish of 
my heart. Impelled with these sentiments, I miist, above 
all others, rejoice in that happy event which is the subject 
of your joyful congratulations, and which touches my feel- 
ings not more as an affectionate son, than as the person 
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the most interested in every thing which concerns the 
prosperity and happiness of the reahn. 

I with pleasure accept the freedom of this ancient 
city, and your offer of enrolling my name amongst it's 
citizens. 

On the following Thursday^ his royal highness 
dined with the lord mayor, at the mansion- bouse; 
in company with the dukes of Norfolk, Bedford, 
and Queensberry ; the earls of Derby, Kinnoul,and 
Fauconberg ; the lords Clermont, Downe, Lough- 
borough, Henry Fitzgerald, Rawdon, Fitzroy, 
Fielding, Grey, and Geo. H. Cayendish ; Sir 
Thomas Dundas, Sir William Milner, Sir James 
St. Clair, Sir John Ramsden, Sir Watts Horton, 
Sir John Borlase Warren, Sir J. WoUey Gar- 
diner, Sir John Eden, Sir Charles Turner, Sir 
George Armytage, Sir James Ibbetson, and se- 
veral other gentlemen. 

The presence of those two royal personages, 
contributed much to the advantage of the citizens; 
for during the short time they stayed, York 
was crowded with nobility. On the following 
Saturday, they proceeded to Castle- Howard, the 
teat of the earl of Carlisle; having previously 
ordered lieutenant- colonel St. Leger to pay into 
the hands of Walter Fawkes, esquire, then high 
sheriff of the county. Two Hundred Guineas, 
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for the relief of debtors iu the castle. They also 
gave twenty guineas to the gaoler, for the pur- 
pose of clothing some female convicts^ who had 
been ordered for transportation. In addition to 
those benevolent donations, the prince of Wales 
discharged the debts of three prisoners in Ouse- 
bridge gaol ; and performed several other acts of 
charity. 

On Monday, ip the August race-week of 1791, 
the great statesman Charles James Fox, honored 
this city with his presence, accompanied by earl 
Fitzwilliam. They were both in one carriage ; 
and the populace, having assembled without 
tlie city, took the horses from the carriage, and 
drew it, through the principal streets, to the 
deanery. 

A meeting of the corporation was soon after 
called, at which the following resolution was 
unanimously passed: " Resolved — That the free- 
dom of this city shall be presented to the Bight 
Hon. Charles James Fox, in a gold box, of tbfe 
value of fifty guineas ; as a proof of the high 
respect and sincere gratitude of this corporation, 
for the constant and beneficial exertion of his 
brilliant and unrivalled abilities, in support of 
the British constitution, upon the true principles 
of the glorious revolution ; of the just rights of 
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every degree of citizens j and the peace^ liberty^ 
and happiness of mankind." 

The above resolution was carried into effect on 
the following day ; and on the gold box was thia 
inscription : 

THE CORPORATION OF THE criT OF YORK 
PRESENTED 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX, 
WITH THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY, 
AUGUST 25th, 1701, 

THOMAS WILSON, ESQUIRE, 
I.ORD MAYOR, 

In the year 1794, the country at large being 
in a very unsettled and alarming state, a general 
meeting of the inhabitants of York was convened^ 
in June, by the lord mayor, to consider the 
most advisable means of insuring public tran- 
quillity. At this meeting, it was resolved that 
the most respectable inhabitants should be en- 
rolled into different corps of infantry, and provide 
themselves with uniform, &c.; but that the non- 
commissioned officers should be regularly paid 
by a general subscription raised on purpose, to^ 
wards which our corporation generously gave^ as 
on the former occasion, five hundred pounds. 

On the 28th of December following, these 
loyal infantry assembled on Kuavesmire^ and 
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ware presented with colours^ in the presence of 
an immense concourse of people, by the lady 
mayoress, in the general name of the ladies of 
York. The chaplain- also attended, and per* 
formed the usual ceremonies. 

The succeeding year, a very great scarcity of 
wheat was experienced throughout England. 
It was no where more seriously felt than at York ; 
and the corporation accordingly resolved to pur- 
chase a large quantity in Scotland, for the relief 
of the citizens, four hundred quarters of wheat 
were immediately agreed for ; and other measures 
were adopted for the general advantage of the 
community. 

In November, the same year, 1795, his royal 
highness, prince William Frederick of Gloucester^ 
visited Scarborough ; and on his return to the 
south, spent some time in York. He was pre- 
sented with the freedom of the city in a gold hot, 
with the customary formalities; and after re- 
mainliig here till Tuesday the twelfth of January, 
1796, departed southward, highly gratified with 
the attention paid him by all the inhabitants. 

On the twelfth of December, 1796, died at her 
house in Micklcgate, Mrs. Mildred l^ourchier, 
relict of John Bourchier^ of Beningbrough, esq.^ 
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whose death is rendered remarkable by the oit^ 
cumstancc of a small Roman altar of stone being 
found amongst her furniture. It was about tea 
inches in height^ six inches in breadth at the base^ 
near four and a half in the middle, and about 
five inches and a half at the summit. It's form 
k represented below ; and the inscription, thougtk 
rather defaced by time, has been copied witk 
great accuracy* 




The abore altar was presented, by Anthony 
Thorpe, esq., of this city, to the Dean of York, 
who immediately deposited it in the minster 
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library, wliere it now reoiaiiifr— an interesting 
object to the curious. 

It seems to have been a rotii^e altar, dedicated 
by a soldier in the Sixth Legion^ to the mother 
of the emperor Antoninus Pius; but the in- 
teription is one of those^ respecting which there 
are various opinions* Mr* Thorpe, who is a 

•I 
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readings and requires less supplement than tiie 
above : but I do not find minumus amon^c Homaii 
names. Yet^ it might be a name as well as 
Maximus — We have Utiles in our country^ as 
well as Miekles. Had there been another name 
besides the M. for MarcuSy it might possibly have 
been read as an adjective — tlie Least of the 
soldiers^" &c.^ which would have made the sol- 
dier and his altar agree pretty well in size. Had 
the penult letter of the second line been a the 
reading might have been M. Minutius nuper 
miles," &c. but it appears to be a D in the 
drawing. 

If I recollect right, you supposed Bnber to 
denote an office^ , but I rather consider it a mis^ 
take for supeh , B. ami P. being often interchanged 
in inscriptif oa. 

" Of the reading which I have given of the 
first line, I have scarcely any doubt. Nothing 
was more common than to vote altars, to the 
mothers and wives of emperors, and other su*. b 
home-made deities. Antoninus wn» a name so 
common among the emperors, that we need not 
wonder to find only the initial A. AYIiether this 
was the emperor to whom the name Antoninus 



* Perhaps tho office of Under Pa}'inaBierf 



J^itig is now restricted^ or whether it might bd 
€faracaUa (who, by the bye> had no good claim 
<o the epithet PiusJ or some other emperor^ I 
will not venture to determine/' 

The foregoing explanation having been shown 
to R. Surtees, esquire, the Durham antiquary 
and historian, that gentleman expressed much 
doubt as to the reading of unus db militibus^ 
supposing the name of M« Minutius is followed 
by his third name, which every Roman possessed^ 
as Caius Julius CiBsar, &c«, or else by his 
style of office ; as it might be Tribune Standard 
Bearer, &c» The same gentleman doubted the 
reading of suber, he having never seen B su!»- 
stituted for P, in any Roman inscription; and 
remarked > that if it would allow to be read sub tr 
it might be translated Sub Tribune of the Sixth 
Legion» 

Such was the information the author had col* 
lected, without being able to ascertain where this 
altar was originally found ; when he accidentally 
met with a description of it in Oough's Camden's 
Britannia* That writer informs us it was found 
in Micklegate, by workmen when digging a drain 
in the middle of the street. He says that in 1785, 
he could not hear any thing* of the altar; but 

S 
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f)iat a drawing of it bfid been coqunuiMcated to 
t|(e society of antiquaries, and that Mr* Drake 
fea^l ^ iasoription aa follpws; 

Matribus Ailta Genio 

Marcus Minuthis Aude 

Miles legioiiis YL Yietricis 

Guberaator legionts YI. 

Votuni solvit lubens merito. 

Tti the same work is also the fbllotving remark 
on the subject : Mr. Hill^ in the Gentleman's 
Magazine of I758> page 269, dedicated it to the 
same deities. Some observations on it by Mr. 
Ward, inserted in the Society's Register, do not 
now appear; but Mr. Pegge, from a copy in the 
Getitleman's Magazine of 1732, page 402, read it 

Marti iETolico AFro ITAlico GAllico 
Marcus MINVtius MVREna 
MILes LEGIonis VI^' VICtricis 
GVBERiiatori LEGionis Yl^ 
Votum Solvit Lubentissime Merito. 

The opinions of those several gentlemen having 
now been given, with an accurate representatioo 
of the inscription^ taken immediately from thi 
altar ; the reader will himself judge as to tht 
i^rrectness of each. 
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Several other antique remains were ibund 
along with this altar, about eight or ten feet deep 
in the earth. The workmen met with two or 
three firm pavements of pebble, one below atio« 
ther, beneath which were several fragments of 
beautiful red glazed pateract adorned with figures 
of birds, dogs, vines. Sec ; and on one of them was 
inscribed ianvf; there were also several altars^ 
one not above eight inches high, with a cavity on 
the top, but without any inscription. A small 
curious earthen lamp was found near them, and 
some Roman coins of Constantine the great* 

On Monday, the 19th of June, 1802, as workv 
men were digging for the foundations of the 
New Gaoly near the scite of the Old Baile Hill, 
about one hundred silver pennies of William the 
Conqueror were found, in good preservation* Oil 
some of them was represented the side face of 
that monarch, and on others his full face, with a 
canopy ovel* the bead — styled a canopy typef 
which mark of distinction renders the coin otori 
valuable from the scarcity of those so distin^ 
guished* They are supposed to have beea 
struck at York, from the circumstance of th# 
word EfBorwickf being on the Reverse ; and may* 
probably have lain in the ground nearly eight 



276 HISTORY OF THE 

hundred years ; for the Conqueror besi^ed York 
in 1070^ and the city surrendered to him after 
a defence of six months. 

At the time the coins were founds and near 
the same place, were discovered one or two gold 
ornaments^ anciently worn on the breast as gorgets. 
According to Leland^s description of York, a 
castle undoubtedly stood here formerly, and the 
discovery of those coins and ornaments near the 
scite, was considered as a strong confirmation of 
Leland's authority. 

The most venerable sepulchral remains which 
York has presented to the antiquary, for inany 
years, were discovered in September, 1804, by 
workmen when digging a large drain in the 
Minster- Yard, from the south to the west end of 
the cathedral. Near the surface of the earth, 
were found great numbers of skulls, with the 
teeth perfect, and also other human bones. 
Descending further, to the depth of about four 
feet, they met with two stone coffins, similar to 
what are generally found, each having been hol- 
lowed out of solid stone, and with lids as usual ; 
but these not preventing the progress of the 
drain^ they were left in the ground undisturbed. 
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The sepulchral antiquities to which we have 
alluded^ were still lower in the earthy about six 
or seven feet from the surface. They consisted 
of a number of coflBns, widely different from those 
just described ; each formed of stones^ such as are 
brought from a quarry^ near Malton. The stones 
were neither cemented nor otherwise fastened^ 
but were loosely placed together^ ten or eleven 
in number. The coffins were ranged by the side 
of each other ; with the feet nearly in the di* 
rectibn of south east^ and were of very peculiar 
construction^ being exactly in form and di« 
mensions^ as represented below. 



Each coffin was covered with a rough flag 

stone^ four inches thick ; under which^ when re-* 



and the ground completely saturated^ some of 
the coffins contained a quantity of clear water^ 





moved^ skeletons were found; but they weref 
laid on the bare earthy as there were not any 
bottoms to the coffins. The situation being wet^ 
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tlirovgb which the ak^letom appeared eaifire^ 
though extreaiely black; but wheu the water 
was removed^ and the skeletoua were exposed to^ 
the air^ they crumbled into duat. 

The singular form *of these coffins, the rough 
■mnner in which they were built, and the deptU 
at which they were found m the earth> combine 
t^ prove their great antiquity ; and to coatirM 
* belief that they ajre yestiges^ not Bftere^ el 
Saxon or Roman times, biit of earlier day% when 
the island of Britain was unknown to those 
people: when the rude race of it's aborigines 
were guided by little more than the mere impulse 
of nature ; whicb^ as it ever prompts the mind 
to venerate departed friends^ might cause them 
to surround their mortal remains, with all the 
care that affection could excite^ or uncultivated 
ingenuity accomplish. 

In looking over Gough's Account of ^^/m/c/ira/ 
JUanuments, the author of this work found the 
followiisg remarks^ which considerably strength-* 
ened his opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Thoresby tells us tliere was digged up ia 
the Roman^ burying ground at York, a sort of 
rqffiuy made of clay — I have by me, says he> 
part of TUB BOTTOM, wbioh^ for the convenieme 
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of hctkinffy I presttine^ wM divided info fterenrl 
mich parts. Tliw is entire, as first ttieulded bjf 
the RamamBf is fourteen inches and a half lotig^ 
and almost elereii broad at the narrow end, and 
ntgb twelve and a half at the broader/' Ac. He 
adds, that there ifere in hk Musetlin, fragmewftl 
also of such a coffin, found at Rurgoikinnfn. AH 
which seeai to show that at first the stone eoflBtti 
both attiong the Britimg and RemuM, eonsisifed 
of a nuaiber of paKs, and that the euttmg tlien 
out of a single block was a later improreHient.^ 

Those brick eoffWis had bottoms to tfaem^ and 
therelbra thou^ very ancient themaelves, the^ 
were certainly an improvement on the rndo 
sfone*bmilt coffins of which we have spoken. 
Wlien we conofder also the variety of sepnkhTfll 
anti^mtiea found in the Minster- Y^rd at York> 
one higher thanr another, ootrresponding with th€ 
difTerent ages of improvement, little doubt cail 
be entertained of those rudely formed ston* 
coffins, containing the remains of some of oat 
aboriginal British ancestors. 

From: the great aiitiqaity of such oi^ns, fbey 
are very rarely met with, particularly wi^h the 
recess for tfce^ head, as here exhibited. Gougb, 
however^ mentions three which were found at 

S4 
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Piristchurch, in Hampfihire, m 1771, which hew 
m>me reseniblanpe in every other respect. In 
detcribing them, he wys ; They ure compoaed 
pot of one blocks formed by excavation, as stone 
coffins often and very anciently were; bnt of 
Tarious, not fewer than ten or eleven pieces, and 
^ere does not appear to have been any stone ui|« 
demeath, for the body interred to lie upon." 

Describing events which have transpired in York^ 
yn their regular succ^ion, we must now turn from 
the discovery pf toipbs of long past ages, to scenes 
which have arisen in our own time. In the race- 
week of August, 1805, the city of York was 
gratified by the presence of the Right Hon. John 
wl St Vincent, whose great talents and courage, 
displayed in the service of his country, have ex- 
cited general admiration. The corporate body 
accordingly determined to present bis lordship 
]with the freedom of this city, in a box of Heart 
of Oak^'* With this intention, the lord mayor, 
and other principal members of the corporation, 
waited on the earl, at the deanery, about eight 
o'clock on Wednesday evening, August 2ist ; 
pmd W. Nicoll, esquire, one of the pity councils 
IPf^sfsnted it with an appropriate address, 
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Hi8 lordship received it very politely, ex- 
pressed himself highly gratified with the iiouory 
^nd immediately took the usual oaths. 

On Monday, the i7th of August, 1807, whibt 
wveral labourers were preparing the foundatkMi 
of a bouse at the east end of the Mount, near 
Micklegate-Bar, they broke into a Roman VauU^ 
in which was a stone coffin, containing a skeleton, 
lachrymatory. Sec. ; but as this antique sepulcfan 
is preserved for the inspection of the curious, ft 
will be found more fully described under a dis* 
tinct bead, in that part of this work, intended 
as the Siranger^a Guide^^ to objects yet ex^ 
hibited in York. 

In the month of December, the same year,and in 
January, 1808, some workmen who wereeugaged 
in laying out and planting a piece of ground, 
on the summit of the Mount just mentioned, 
found a small Roman lamp, of red clay or potter^s 
earth. It was about two inches in length, and 
about one in breadth-^hoUow within for the oil, 
and had a cavity for the letcAr, at one end, and n 
small handle at the other. There were also found, 
on the same occasion, six large Roman urns, and 
two smaller ones; also a large Brass Ftbmlm^ 
ruther of it triangular shape. They are all in the 
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possession of V. Beilby^ esquire^ the present owner 
of the plantation and adjoining premises; who 
favored the author with a sight of the articles^ 
Wid furnished him with these particulars of their 
discovery. 

The Mount was certainly one of the places of 
interment used by the Romans; and all those 
antiquities are clearly Roman vestiges^ but it is a 
Tery natural question to arise^ why a lamp should 
lie found amongst sepulchres. Nothing was more 
common than for the Greeks and Romans to burn 
lamps in honor of the dead — the Pagans and 
Jlews^ as well as the Greeks and Romans^ had 
their sacred fires and lamps ; and though this is 
eonnderably smaller than usoal> yet it might have 
been used tot the same purpose ; or deposited^ 
as a token of affect ion ^ to the memory of some 
dear departed friend or relative. 

Richard of Cirencester informs us, in speaking 
e£the funerals of the Britons, that all things which 
they prized during life, even arms, animals^ &c.^ 
were thrown into the pile or grave of the de- 
ceased. Indeed, this was practised by most of 
the ancient nations ; and therefore, a lamp, as 
well as any other favourite utensil, might be 
found m a Roman sepulchre. 
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The urns if ere of the ooAaion sort^ made with 
a mixture of sand and clay^ some of a bloisli grey^ 
and others of a red colour^ and when founds did 
not oootain any thing more than mere dust. The 
reason why some are larger than others^ may be 
assigned in the words of a celebrated writer on 
antiquities : The urns used by the vulgar^ were 
generally of a larger sort, because the bones, 
not being perfectly burnt, took up a larger spaee; 
besides^ the same om often served^ amongst tbm 
poor, for both husband and wife^ or sometianai 
for a whole family." 

We next cone to speak of the FibrnhB^ TbU 
was a sort of buckle or dasp, used by the Greeks 
and Bmnans to fasten their vestmtots. Men and 
women also^ wore them in tiieir hair and at their 
shoes ^ hence they were of rarious sizes and 
shapes. This Fibuk^, appears by it's size, to 
have been used to fasten the doak of a Boman 
soldier ; and if we but recollect that the Mount 
is. believed to have been an oiit*wi>rk or forti* 
ficatim to the city, as. well as a place of inter- 
ment, we can readily conceive that thia may hare 
belonged to some ancient warrior, stationed there 
with others, probably when Eboracum was at the 
summit of it's grandeur, ia protect the prineipal 
entrance to the seat of imperial authority. 
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At the Assizes hel<f at York^ in March^ 1809, 
a case occurred^ which as it exhibited the extra- 
ordinary credulity of mankind^ and excited con- 
siderable attention both in the city and county, 
may with some d^ree of propriety be noticed 
here. A woman, who had previously lived in 
York as a servant^ but had left it in disgrace 
charged with a petty theft^ and retired to Leeds, 
where she married^ was apprehended for the 
most dreadful crime that can possibly de^de 
humanity. 

Mart Batbman, for that was the name of 
ihis woman, long practised in Leeds the arts 
of Wit^Aerafi; and in the broad glare of li- 
terary effulgence, in the mid-day of religious 
dissemination, and in the very age of mental 
activity, had deluded numberless individuals, and 
defrauded them of their property, under the false 
pretence of gratifying their curiosity or accom<* 
plishing their wishes, by her knowledge and 
correspondence with the world of spirits, and 
with the events of futurity. Here, however, ahe 
did not stop, for in order to prevent detection of 
fraud, the yet more heinous crime of murder 
ensued. The mouths of many, there is every 
reason to believe, when likely to develope her 



CITY oi»'iroii«. aw 

Bystem of depravity, were closed for ever by tk0 
poisonous cup, presented apparently by the hand 
of friendship, as a means of enabling hejr to ac« 
complish her supernatural engagements. For 
one of those acts she was committed to York 
castle, tried, found guilty, and, on Monday the 
twentieth of March, the Yorkshire Witch, as 
she was at the time termed, suffered at the New 
Drop, behind the castle. The concourse of 
spectators was unprecedently great; and such 
was the infatuation of her ignorant dupes, that 
'many are said to have entertained an idea, that 
even under the hands of the executioner, she 
would, by supernatural power, evade the punish^ 
ment due to the offended laws of God and her 
country. 

Upon such (if such there were) her exit must 
have a very powerful effect. Still curiosity was 
not fully gratified — to view the lifeless remains of 
one who had through life performed so tragic a 
part, was anxiously desired. The hearse did not 
reach Leeds till near midnight, when, strange 
to relate! even at that hour crowds of people 
assembled, and each paid threepence for a sight of 
the body ; by which thirty pounds were raised 
for the benefit of the General Infirmary. This 
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case iudeed oxhibito a dreadful iastance of tho 
depravity of buman nature, and a lamentable 
proof of the dark delusion under which manjr of 
oar countrymen still labour, even in this era. of 
literary attainment and inteUectual light. 

If any crime can warrant human laws to take 
away the life of a fellow*being, surely her's waa 
forfeited by a mass of accumulated guilt ; yet 
how awful is the consideration of plunging such 
a soul precipitately into an unchangeable state of 
existence ! In the enlightened age on which her 
dark crimes have cast a gloomy spot ; is it not 
high time for the subject to obtain a fair con* 
aideration and discussion ? Would not a solitary 
abode, beyond the reach of any means, that could 
drown the voice of conviction, be more terrible 
than death itself? To the oflender, it would cer- 
tainly be a -greater and a more lasting punish* 
ment ; unless the aim be to consign to eternal 
misery, (dreadful thought!) whilst it also aflbrds 
the highest probability, of an opportunity, by re- 
pentance, of the culprit averting, through divine 
grace, the anger of an oflTended Deity. 

The 25th of October, 1809, being the day on 
which George the third, then seventy-one years 
of age, entered the fiftieth year of his reign, it 
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was celebrated throughout the country as a day 
of Jubilee. Previous to it's arrival, the lord 
mayor and corporation of York assembled, and 
highly to their credit, resolved that to relieve the 
poor and distressed is always more commendable, 
than to expend money in wasteful and unmeaning 
iUuminationa ; and therefore, that it would be 
more advisable to enter into a general sub*' 
ficription for the relief of the indigent, than to 
exhibit public satisfaction in any other way.~» 
Accordingly, the corporation opened a sub- 
scription by giving £50, and the proposal meet- 
ing with general approbation, among the generous 
citizens, £500 were soon subscribed, and after- 
wards increased to a much larger sum. 

Public breakfasts were also prepared, and 
all the members of the corporation, in a body, 
attended divine service at the cathedral; after 
which, a general meeting was held at the Guild- 
hall, and an address was prepared, and voted to 
the king on the occasion. The commoners of each 
ward had a public dinner, the soldiers at the 
barracks (ired a feudejoie^ and illuminated their 
apartments ; sixty-four debtors in the castle were 
treated by the archbishop, with beef, bread, ale, 
and coals — the felons also shared in the festivity ; 
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a partial illumination in the city took place^ matsf 
Iprivate trciats were giveny and to conclude the 
whole, there was an elegant display of beauty iB 
the Assembly-Rooms, joining in the sprightly 
dance. Thus every one seemed to participate iu 
the pleasure; arid harmony and good humour 
generally prevailed ; a strilcing proof of the at-^ 
tachment of the citizens of York to their aged 
sovereign, even amidst the trying vicissitudes of 
his unfortunate reign. 

In March, 181*1, two Kom^n storie coffitfa 
ilrere dug up in a field without Bootham-»Bar> 
near the scite where l)avid Russell, esq. has 
lately erected himself a commodious residence. 
They each contained a skeleton Entire, with the 
teeth completely perfect; and the coflKns, #hich 
were unusually large^ were of thick light co* 
loured grit. One side of each coffin had been 
carved and pannelled, but the other appears 
quite plain — the carved sides were placed against 
one another when found. Each coffin was covered 
with a lid, curiously made in the form of the 
roof of a modern dwelling-house, sloping both 
ways; with small uniform projections on ili^ north 
side, but hewn flat on the south. They Were 
immediately removed from the tield^ by per- 



CITT OP TOBK. 



989 



mission of the owner, and after their antique ap* 
pearance had been in some degree defaced, by 
methods adopted to cleanse and beautif^^ they 
were deposited in the cathedra), amongst other 
sepulchral antiquities, as objects of interest to the 
stranger. 

That such remains should be found without 
Bootham-Bar, we cannot wonder ; it is rather a 
matter of surprise that so few have yet been dis- 
covered there ; for the Romans certainly had their 
burying places without the two principal bars^ 
Micklegate and Bootham. Of this. Dr. Gale is so 
convinced, that he says the very name^ Bootham, 
is from the British word boeth, to burn; from 
which he concludes th^t the principal scene of 
funeral piles y was without this bar; but more 
will be offered on the subject under it's proper 
head. 

On the 20th of May, the same year, as some men 
were digging for gravel near Middlethorpe, not 
far from York, in an inclosure called Mr. 
Barlow's York Field,'' about fifty feet from the 
hedge, near the side of the high road, and almost 
in a line with Fulford church, they found two 
stone coffins, seven feet in length, three feet wide^ 
one foot and a half in de|^h, and six inches thick 

T 
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at the bottom. Within each was a human ske- 
leton^ and a small quantity of lime. 

They are at present in the possession of R. 
Simpson, esq. of Middlethorpe, who favoured 
the writer with the dimensions, &c/ of each ; and 
observed to him, that one of the individuals 
whose remains were thus found, had in all pro- 
bability been beheaded, as the skull laid on 
the chest of the skeleton, when the coffin was 
opened. 

This circumstance gave rise, at the time they 
were discovered, to a rumour that the remains 
of archbishop Scroope, who was treacherously- 
seized, in 1405, and beheaded in- a field between 
York and Bishopthorpe, as mentioned in page 
107, had been here interred. Under this idea, 
crowds of people, for several days, repaired from 
York and the neighbouring villages, to see the 
supposed venerable remains of that injured 
prelate. 

Drake positively declares he was interred in 
the cathedral, and it is at least probable that 
those skeletons might be the relics of earlier times. 
The Romans generally interred their dead, after 
the introduction of Christianity, without the city. 
In Compliance with thcif law of the twelve tables^ * 
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the places for interment were either in fields or 
gardens, usually near the high-way, to remind 
passengers of their mortality. Vestal virgins 
were, however, buried in the city ; and, some- 
times, illustrious men. The right of making a 
sepulchre for himself within the ponuerium*, 
was decreed to Julius C^sar, as a singular pri- 
vilege. 

Their choice of some open place for burials, 
deserves imitation ; for certainly nothing can be 
more unwholesome to the living, than to dwell 
amongst putrid exhalations, confined within nar- 
row streets and crowded cities. Dr. Armstrong, 
when writing on this subject, says: 

Ye who, amid this feverish world, woiild wear 
A body free of pains — of cares, a mind, 
Fly the rank city ! Shun it's turbid air ! 
Breathe not the chaos of eternal smoke 
And volatile corruption ! From the dead, the dying. 
Sickening, and the living world exhaled— 
To sully Heaven's transparent dome 
With dim mortality !" 

^ The ponmrium was an open space, within the city, 
1>etween the houses and the city walls, generally planted 
with apple-trees. — Hence we find it's name, alluding to 
that fruit. 

T2 
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But to return to these coffins, if we were even 
to suppose that the spot on which they were dis- 
covered, was neither a Roman sepulture nor that 
of archbishop Scroope, we need be at no loss to 
account for their being deposited here, when we 
call to remembrance the various revolutions, 
changes, and extraordinary events which have 
occurred in this neighbourhood, during the re- 
volving years that have been treated on in the 
progress of this work. The religious recluse 
might inter far from the busy haunts of men, 
in order to shun the eye of that world, whose 
contaminations, the religious principles of his 
departed brother, had taught him carefully to 
shun through life ; or the friend of some in- 
jured, or as in the case of Scroope, some mur- 
dered relative, might seek this silent, this humble 
retreat, as an asylum for the ashes of the dead 
from the persecution of the living. What may, 
with accuracy, apply to the instance under con- 
sideration, is however, and must eternally re- 
main, a matter of doubt, since the melancholy 
story connected with it, seems for ever *^ wrapt 
in the flight of ages past" — destroyed with the 
forgotten archives of former years. 
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We have frequently had to introduce fttone 
coffins and other Roman sepulchral antiquities ; 
but no mention has hitherto been made of tesse* 
laiedprnemmtf. Though reliques of this nature 
have long been exhibited at Aldbrough, the scite 
of ancient Isurium, yet nothing of the kind was 
ever found at York, till the month of March^ 
1814. A most beautiful specimen was then dis- 
covered, adjoining the rampart within Mickle- 
gate-Bar; which having been cleared, inclosed, 
and preserved for inspection, will be found more 
fully noticed in a subsequent part of this work. 

We are now drawing near a conclusion of the 
general history of our city. The vestiges of past 
ages, at different times discovered, have been 
enumerated, according to their regular sue-, 
cession, and it only remains for the writer here 
to introduce such reliques of antiquity, as have 
been noticed by other historians, without any 
positive account of the precise period when they 
were found. 

Camden is the first antiquary whose writings 
treat on the antiquities of York ; and that 
author says, he observed in the house of one 
of the aldermen of this city, a curious sepul- 

T9 
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chral vessel, with an inscription, as here repre- 
sented : 






Camden seems not to have known in what 
aituation it was found, nor does he attempt any 
explanation of the inscription. 

Dr. Gale says, he saw it afterwards in the yard 
of an inq at Hull, where it had been placed to 
serve as a trough, for watering horses. He calls 
it thecQy which signifies a chest, or hol)ow vessel, 
for depositing articles in, 

Mr. Burton, in his commentary, attempted to 
explaip the inscription; but Mr. Horslcy, who 
saw the monuDient at Hull later than that an^ 
tiquary, an4 froni whose draught the preceding 
representation is given, differs with him in the 
reading. He $ays it had been removed from the 
place, where Dr. Gc^le saw it, and that it was mi^ 
^erably broken and defaced, 

Drake, who considered it as 9 sepulchre mad^ 
by a Roman ipagistrate, for the urns of himself 
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and family^ saw it at Hull even after Mr. Horsley^ 
but says it is now not worth removing^. He 
also adds : Tliere haye been some of these 
thec€^ found in the Roman burial-place^ without 
Bootham-Bar^ but no inscriptions on them : I have 
seen there likewise," says he, " grares for urnsr^ 
square spota in the earth, the bottom corered 
with white sand, on which the urns were plftced, 
inverted, three, four, or more, together,'* 

The inscription may be read as follows: 

MARCUS TERECUNDUS DIOGENES 
SEXTUS VIR COLONIjE ERORACI 
IRIDEMUUS MORTUUS EST 
CIVIS RITURIX CURUM HUNC SIR! VITUS PJICIT 



// may be translated to the following pttrport : 

Marcus Yerecundus Diogenes, sixth time 
head of, or one of the si^ judges, in the colony at 
York, died at that place. He was a citizen of 
Bourdeaux, and made this square or sepulchre^ 
for himself, in his life-tinie," 

The size of this sepulchml vessel was con^ 
siderable, being six feet Iqng, and near three 
feet in depth. It was of mill-stone grit ; and 
the inscription upon it, being the only Roman 
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pne yet faimd^ ia which the name of JEbar is 
particularly noticed^ renders it's memory doubly 
interesting. 

The next relique which deseryes our attention^ 
is of Roman superstition — a rough gritstone, with 
am inscription upon it, as represented beneath : 




Mr. Tboresby, the Leeds antiquar}^ was living 
when this stone was found, and he sent the fol* 
lowing account of it to the Royal Society : 

The Roman monument lately discovered at 
York, was found not far from the Roman wall 
and multangular tower, which Dr. Lister has 
given so curious a description of. This monu- 
ment, dedicated to the genius, or tutelar deity of 
the place, i» not of the course rag, that the ge- 
nerality of the Roman altars are, but of a ^er 
grit, like that at my lord Fairfax's house in 
York, It is twenty-one inches long, and eleven 
broad; and is inscribed o£nio IiOci femcitoh* 
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There vtm a la«^«r stone found with it, but with- 
out any inscription ; nor is there upon either of 
tbem the representation of a sierpeDt, or a young 
yisa^ ; by boih wiiioh, the ancients sometimes 
described these M'I topici. If the name had heem 
added^ it wcMdd have gratified the curiosity et 
some m£ 4uir neoteric antiquaries. But they mutt 
yet acqtiiesce, for ought I know, in their old nvr, 
who is said .to be the tutelar deity of the city of 
the Brigautee. 

The authcNr^^ this vetire roonumeiit, seems t» 
have had the sane superstitious venefation for i\m 
genius o/* York, as those at Rome had for themr^ 
whose name they were prohibited to mention or 
inquire after. Hence it is, that upon their ooin^^ 
the naiBe of this deity is neyer expressed, but ia 
a more popidar manner by Geniyv P» of 
Pop. Bom." 

. Drake also mentions this stone, and say« itww 
discovered in digging a cellar in Caugfng^ 
street J ^ in the line of the Roman wall. He adds, 
that it was immediately put up in a back-yard 
wall of Mrs. CVtfmp/ojs'^ house, below the Black 
Swan inn, in that street." In speaking further 
on the subject, that celebrated antiquary makei 
the following observations : 
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^< The dedication of this votive tablet, for 
altar it's shape will not admit of;^ is most cer- 
tainly a great compliment paid to our city ; and 
Home itself could not hare had a greater in it's 
fullest glory. It is well known that the super- 
•titious Romans believed a good and a bad genius 
did attend both, persons^ cities^ and countries; 
hence Virgil, at Aeneas^s entrance into Italy, 

* geniumque loci primamque deorum 

TeUurem, &c.' Genio Pop. Rom. in coins, is 
common quite through the Pagam empire ; nor 
is there wantii^ many instances in Grmter, 
Camden, Monfaucon, and Horeley, of altars^ 
and other monuments, dedicated to the genii of 
persons, places, &c. But yet I never met with 
an inscription of this sort, with so remarkable an 
adjunct as feliciter to it. It seems they thought 
the tutelar deity of Eboracvm was happily placed, 
by being guardian of tlie imperiaPcity of Britain, 
and gave this testimony of their veneration of it. 
Genio loci feliccter (regnantij or some such 
word, seems to be the sense of the inscription ; 
and it can hardly bear any harsher construction.'^ 
In his Appendix, however, Drake observes that 
feliciter might merely be a short prayer for a 
happy issue of the dedication of this votive tablet 
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to the genius of the place, as the word is some- 
times used by Juvenal in that sense. 

Camden mentions this stone, and connects it 
with the Barguest of York." This idea may, 
however, have arisen from that author having 
seen in another work, the following paragraph i 

As the heathens had their good genii, so like- 
wise their evil ones are traditionally handed 
down to us ; by those many idle stories of local 
ghosts, which the common people do still believe 
haunt cities, towns, and family seats, famous for 
their antiquities and decays. Of this sort, are 
the Apparitions at Verulam, Silchester, Re^ 
culver, and Rochester— X\ie IBemon of Tedwortk 
—the i$laxft:ri9og of Winchester— the ^aUfoot 
of Ponfrete; and the )$argut0t* of York.'' 

The wall in a yard in Coney-street, where 
Prake says this stone was placed, having since 
his time been taken down, this curious inscription 
was removed to the Guildhall, and is now de«» 
posited there, in the chamber where the citj 

* This term is evidently from the old Celtic words Bare 
and Ghaistj which imply a naked spirit — A being purely 
spiritual, divested of every particle of gross matter. It is, 
however, generally received by the ignorant, as indicating 
141 evil genius, vitibU only in the hours of clari|ief#, 
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records are kept; being still, after a lapse of 
nearly two thousand years, in very good pre* 
•eryation. 

There is one more curious inscription which 
idiall be noticed, before we conclude the general 
history. It was on a Pedestal, dug up within 
Micklegate-Bar ; and though passed over in the 
regular succession, for want of a date, the writer 
has since discorered that it was found in 1740^ 
being four years after Drake published his Ebo^ 
r0ctm. The inscription was 

BBITANNIAE 
SANCTJB 
P. NIKOMEDES 
AVGG. N. N. 
LIBERTVS. 

Dr. Stukeley compares it with that in Horsley's 
Appendix to Scotland, No. 34, brigantiae 
which Camden also thinks should be so read here. 
Mr. Roger Gale says the only instance of a pro- 
vince deified, is that of SrigantiiB S. Amandus : 
And in Cough's edition of Camden, Mr. Drake 
is represented as liaving asserted that this is the 
only instance of Britannia being deifiec]. The 
letters AE conjoined, are very rare in the early 
times, and Mr. Gale obser vea that M is not far 
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the diptbong^ as the Romans were ^acquainted 
with it, but merely a nexus literarum^ 

We have next to speak of the Coin« which, 
at various ttmes^ have been found in the city of 
York and it's vicinity. They may be classed 
under the several heads of Roman^ Saxon^ 
Danish^ and English; but to give a list of them 
might, to the generality of our readers, be unin*^ 
teresting, and would certainly tend to enlarge this 
work beyond the limits proposed. They shall 
therefore be spoken of in general terms, com** 
mencing with the most ancient. Dr. Langwith 
sent Drake a catalogue of Roman coins, from 
Augustus down to Gratianus, 124 different sorts, 
all found in York. They are chiefly of the lower 
EMPIRE ; and amongst them, Geta's are the most 
common of any. 

A gold Crispus was found here ; it's in« 
scription, fl. ivl. crispvs kob c. — the reversBj 

PRINCIPI IVVENTVTIS AQ. A gold COiU of CoU-p 

stantius, jun., was also found in 1739, on the 
west side of York, near Ouse-Bridge, in digging 
a cellar, deep in the earth : The head was armed 
with an helmet, and the figure held a spear iii 
one hand, round which was inscribed fl. ivl. 
coNSTANTivs PERp. AVG. — Reverse^ a priest and 
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priestefis seated^ holding a Totive tablet 
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coin of Severus, mentioned by Mr. Camden as 
having Col. EborcuHm Leg. VI. Victrix on if, 
rests on the very uncertain authority of Goltzius. 

Gildas, the historian, says that the JBritons 
had no coin of their own, but that all their gold, 
silver, and brass coins, were stamped with the 
image of Citsar. 

The Saxons in Britain, not only had coin of 
their own, but also had a mint at York ; and 
many of their coins have been found with the 
name of this city upon them. The greatest cu-> 
riosity among them was a coin of Edwin the 
Great, being the rarest and the most ancient, 
consequently the most valued by connoisseurs. 
Danish coin have also been found, at various 
times ; and when we come to speak of the 
English, it is merely requisite to say that nu- 
merous minis have been erected at York, as 
mentioned in the preceding pages, and that coins 
of every reign have in succession been disco- 
vered, amongst the vestiges of revolving years, 
and tlie wreck of desolating time 

* One of the articles of ioipeacbment a^nst Cardinal 
Wohteyy contained the following charge relative to the 
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Seals and Medals^ in great rariety, some of 
very ancient date, have likewise been here col- 
lected, by gentlemen of antiquarian research* 
One of the former was found so lately as in the 
summer of J 816, by workmen whilst digging in 
Fryars^ Oardens, in Tanner-Bow, on the very 
site of" The nlonastery of the Fryars PreMhers;^^ 
or Begging Fryars : which scite was granted to 
this religious sect by Henry the third. The seal 
alluded to has nothing particularly striking about 
it; but is in very high preservation, as here re- 
presented : 




It is purely of brass, about the thickness of a 
half-crown, and at one end of it is a small flat 

silver coinage at York, in the reign of Henry VIII :— 
Also the said Lord Cardinal, of his further pompous 
and presumptuous mind, hath enterprized to join and im- 
print the Cardinal's hat under your arms in your coin of 
groats made at your city of York ; which like deed hath 
not been seen to be done by any subject be/ore within 
your realm this time.^^ 
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protuberance^ with a hole through it, as thoogh 
it bad been hung to a watch chain. The in* 
Bcriptioa is hR sbu . fbuan • i.fi cros + and in 
the centre is a stag. The general conjecture is, 
that this seal belonged to one of the superiors 
at the monasteiy^ and we think it highly prc^ 
bable« It is now in the possession of Messrs.. 
T. and J« Backhouse^ yery extensive and re- 
spectable nursery- men, who occupy the gardens 
where it wa» found, and who politely lent the 
seal to the writen 

In the same gardens stands an old Roman 
stone coffin, dug up in the neighbourhood, some 
time ago ; and indeed most of tlie gardens and 
old walls in, and near the city, ccmtain desolated 
and mouldering rcfflnmts of Roman and early 
British times. 

Having described every past event of interest 
connected with the History of York, it now only 
remahis for us to notice those several objects 
which still present themselves to the eye of the 
observer ; whether thoy are adorned by modern 
symmetry and beauty, or invite attention by 
the more venerable, more aflfecting, appearance 
of mouldering greatness and faded grandeur. 



It take a retrospect bf the general evetltd 
Vrhich have been narrated, we may be teUdy td 
combine effects With causes ; and wheh heating ft 
nigh over the accumulated misery which has beelk 
detailed, we cdnnot but observe that the h6rroi^ 

war have been the effects of pride and am- 
bition— that Religions pei^cution hais arisen from 
a bigotted or avaricious spirit ; and that, whiLrt 
all the pleasing scenes which are presented in 
the p^ges of history, have been produced by thb 
exercise of more virtuous feelings, the calamitoui 
events, generally speaking, have resulted from 
ill- regulated desires and improper puri^uitl.— 
That such should have been the case in th^ 
earlier ages, before the peaceful doctrine of 
Christianity ^as known amongst men, is not sur-^ 
jprising ; but that the religion of the Redeemer 
should have had so little effect in later times> 
is certainly h lamentable consideration^ 

Hence we learn, that while m^n is ready to 
arraign the wisdom of his Creator in the eco-* 
nomy of earthly affairs, the great evil rests with 
himself. It is ti^ue that the virtuous are often 
neglected — that genius is often " born to blush 
unseen but, in the neglected retreat of the wise 
and virtuous, we should also remember^ there is 

U 
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mi esce^fiption from the su^res and temptations 
pf more active life. There the soul, free from 
jlU^ dj^spicabk contumely of the proud and the 
disgraceful designs of the wicked^ may pursue 
the even teuor qf it's way, and store itself with 
those quali/Jcatioqs which will fit it for celestial 
^Jcgoyaient in the peaceful mansions of immor- 
tality. 

Compared with this, what are the possessions 
pf a cQnqueror— the greatness of a monarch — or 
the splendour of a crown ! Instead of promoting 
the end of our bei^g, the glory of the Most High, 
and the welfare of our fellow-men, they are, 
.^instructive lesson !) but too often so many strong 
incentives to that pride, arrogance, and usurpa* 
tion, which cause the devastations we deplore — 
which destroy the comforts of both public and 
domestic life ; and, the indulgence of which, in 
the common course of nature, fits the human 
mind, not for that peace and comfort which hope 
ever pursues with avidity, but for a miserable as- 
isociation with congenial spirits, in the everlasting 
abodes of wretchedness and pain. 



SECTION nil, 



Government of the Cityy including a lAit of Lord 
Mayors and Sheriffs— Account of the Courts pf 
Law held in York— Description of the CityArme^ 
Ancient Customs. 



Having now completed the History of 
York" from th^ earliest ages to the present 
period ; it is requisite that some notice should bfe 
taken of it's government. The reader has been 
informed^ that Eboracum was once the illustrious 
seat of the Roman epiperors ; he has seen the 
dignity and splendour of imperial Rome and 
it's superior lustre, for a time^ ennoble our 
city; he may therefore naturally and correctly 
^sonclude, that under so warlike and polished a 
people, Eboracum was gorerned unitedly^ by a 
civil and military power, the same as the parent 
city of those conquerors of the earth. 

After the departure of the Romans, varioua 
modes of government were adopted peculiar to 
the people who, in succession, conquered and 
ruled the country, as recorded in the preceding 
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pages. We shall therefore not trouble the reader 
with repetition on this subject^ but immediately 
deiscribe the present mode of government, ivhich is 
by a lord mayor^ a recorder, two city counsellors, 
twelve aldermen, two sheriffs, seventy-two com-» 
jnon-councilmen,and six chamberlains; including 
such other citizens, as after serving the oflSce of 
sheriff, become members of the privy council, 
and, under the title of the twenty-faur^ compose 
a part of the upper house* 

The oflSce of Lord Mayor oC York is a very 
honorable and important station, he being sur«- 
passed in rank and power by none, within his 
own jurisdiction, but the sovereign himself, or 
the presumptive heir to the British crown. Even 
* the judge of assize in the courts of justice, sits at 
his right hand, whilst he occupies the chair ; and 
at the sessions of the peace he is supreme. 

Prior to the honorable title of lord being con- 
ferred on the mayor of York, we find the office 
was occupied by one individual for several years. 
This is confirmed by the circumstance of Ni- 
cholas Langton having been elected mayor of 
York, in the year 1312, for the seventeenth time. 

At present this chief magistrate is annually 
chosen, from amongst the aldermen who have not 
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twice served the office^ or have not performed it'a 
duties within six years. On the 15th of January 
every year^ except when it fells oi| a Sunday, the 
several members of the corporate body assemble 
at the Guildhall ; and the common councilmen 
present to the upper house^ a list of three of the 
most eligible alderipen, from which one is chosen* 

On the third of the following month, the pre* 
ceding lord mayor resigns bis pawe^^ and the 
lord elect takes the necessary oaths, and enters- 
upon his office ; a formal processioa being gene- 
rally made of the whole corporate body, with their 
subordinate officers, music, &c, through several 
streets of the city. Should his lordship die or be i^e-^ 
moved during his mayoralty, a successor is chosen 
in the same manner as at the annual election; 
and should he have to leave the city for any 
short period, whilst in office, he must svb^ 
irtitute one of the aldermen as his deputy, who 
will possess the same power as himself, except in 
signing notes for money, during the lord mayor's 
absence. If his lordship be married, his wife 
shares in his honors, and is dignified with the 
title of, " The lady mayoress.'^ 

The persons who are by custom appointed^ ta 
live aiid diet at the mansioA-house, are a chaplain^ 

ua 
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towHi^clerk, with hia seryaat^ iyf& e$quire»^ 
the sword and mace baarers^ four officers at 
mBice, (formerly six,); a porter^ a cook^and a baker, 
with, their aaaiitaiits* Sach an esteblishnent in-* 
ours ai considerable expense on the lord mayor ; an 
annual salary is therefore attached to this high 
cfBMy which in 108ft was fifty pound^in 1776^ 
it had been ad¥aneed to fiye hundred pouuda — 
and a few years ago, it's amount was eight bun-*^ 
dvedi and forty. The pecuniary affiiirs. of the 
mrporation have, however^ lately been not quite 
so flourishing as they were^ and several gentlemen 
tiier^fora hav^ served the office without any sa^ 
lary } ppqse^uen|ly, the expenses have been cur^ 
tailed^ according to the pleasure of the chief 
magistrate for ihe time being. 

The next in dignity to the lord mayor^ are the 
two. Sqsbiffs of the pity^ who are annually 
chosen on the twentyrfirst of September^ in lien, 
of tbe three bailiffs formerly appointed, and in 
the^ same faanner as the lord mayor. The sheriffii 
have a double fuBction, ministerial and jndiciaL 
By the &rst, they execute and make returns of 
all processes pnd prefi^pts of the courts of law ; 
pmd by tbe latter, they have authority to hold 
I9f aral cpurts of distinct nature. They collect^ 
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all public profits, cuMoms, and talM, of the cit^ 
and county of the same, aiid have the chaise df 
all prisoners for debt and mUddHteanofs. Tb^y 
have authority to tiew iknd itispecf iiH tteigtits 
and measures ; to yisit tfrtrHHs^ ai^d rid6 th^ 
fairs ; and they ar^ ailswef lible tc^ the king's e:^^ 
chequer for all issues and prdffts ai^^fl^ing from fh^ 
oflSee. Every gentlemafi chosen a slierifT, mMf 
perform the duties of the o^Sce^ oT pay to the co^^ 
poration the fine of one hUpdred gutpeas. Abottt 
a month after the sherifT is 0le^ted, he takes aik 
oath of secrecy in the council chamber, kM 
then admitted one of the privy council, in the 
presence of the lord mayor, aldermep, recorder, 
and the rest of the council. After which, they 
all drink wine together out of a large bowl, Hep( 
for the -occasion. 

it is customary for the sherlfl^, or their 
puties, along with some of the inferior officers O'f 
the corporation, soon after the former are chosen, 
to ride with white wands in their hands, into the 
yard of the Priory of the I'rinity, in Micklegate, 
and read a proclamation ; also to read the same 
at the corners of the streets on the west side of 
Ouse-Bridge,at thecorderof Castlegate and Oitse* 
gate, of^Coneystreet and Stonejgate,^ opposite the 

U4 
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Common-Hally and at the 9outh gate to th<) 
Minster ; at the tower in Marygate, aqd in niost 
qf the principal streets, 

T\ii% ceremony fqrmerly exhibited a very grmid 
procession, with sergeants at^mace^ musician^^ a 
large conqoume of country gentlemen, and others ; 
l>Ut the pustoin npw presents so little of it'g 
IprqDer parade aod.copi^quence, th^t it attract^ 
eparce^y f^ny attention. TJie following isi a copy 
pf the proclamation formerly read, though a 
filing abridgment of it is^ at present^^ copsiderecl 
fuffici^pt. 

}g>rocIamation. 

O ! yesy &c. We oommand, in our liege lord'a be!^ 
balfy the king of Englandy whom God save and keep,, 
that the peace of the kipg be well kept and maintainec!} 
Yritbip this ci^y, and the suburbs thereof, by night and by 
4ay, With all manner of nien both gentle apd simple^ in 
pain that falls thereon. 

Also we command that no man walk armed within 
the city by night or by day, except the officers assigned 
for keeping the peace, on pain of forfeiting his armour, 
and his body to prison. 

Also we command that the bakers of the city bake 
good bread, and of good boulter, and sell after the 
«89i%e, &c.i; and t^at no haker por no huckster put to 9aW 
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any manner of bread, unless thai it be sealed with a seal 
delivered from the sherifis. 

Also we command that the brewers of the oity brew 
good ale, and wholesome for man's body, and sell after 
the assize, and by measure ensealed. 

Also that no manner of man pass out of the city by 
night or by day, to encounter any manner of victnsl 
coming to the city to sell, neither by water nor by land, 
to lett to come to the market, upon pain ordained 
therefore. 

Also thai com brought to the market be pumumd^ 
i. e. as good beneath in the sack as above, upon forfeitara 
of the same corn, and his body to prison. 

Also that corn thaf s once brought into the maiket to 
sell, be not led put of the market for to keep from market- 
day \o market-day, without licence of the sheriff, or hia 
deputies, upon pain that falls thereupon, 

*^ Also we command that no manner of man walk in 
the city nor in the suburbs by night, without light before 
him, i.e. from ^aUCtlt to Michaelmas after ten of the 
clock, and from Michaelpas to ^a0Ci)t after qiae of tba 
dock. 

Also we command that no ostler harbour any stranga 
paan no longer than a night and a day, unless he do the 
sheriffs to witt, and if he do tb^ contrary, h^ shall answer 
for his deeds. 

Also we command that no foreign victualler bring 
any victuals to the city for to sell, whether that it be flesb, 
or fish, or poultry, that he bring it to (he market-stead 
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limitted therefore iu the city, and not tell it or it cobm 
there, upon pain that falls thereupon. 

Also we command that Ihe lanes and streets of the 
city be cleansed of all manner of nuisance, i. e, of stocks, 
of stones, of middings, and of all manner of filth, on the 
pain that falls thereon. 

Also we command that no manner of men make na 
insurrection, congregation or assembly, within the city oit 
suburbs,, in disturbance of the peace } nor in letting of 
the execution of the common law, upon pain of punish** 
menty and all that he may forfeit to the king. 

Also that no common woman walk in the street 
without a ray-hood on her head, and a mand in her 
band.*' 

A Prothonotary is appointed by the whole cor- 
poration ; to attend the sheriffs' courts^ enrol the 
proceedings, take care of the records^ and see 
that the decisions of those courts are carried into 
effieet. The situf^tion^ which is at present held 
by ^ohn Seyi^our^ esquire^ of this city, is one of 
considerable trust, and contipues during the life 
of the possessor. 

As a list of those whq have served the two 
most important offices in the government of the 
city, may be interesting, it iai finnexed, com- 
menefng with the chief magistrates from the 
origin of the title of lord mayor; and^ with the 
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officers next in importance, from the change of 
three bailiffs to two sheriffs — The former in th^ 
year 1389— the latter in 1397. 

hORD MAYORS and SHERIFFS 
OF YORK. 



Lord Mayors. 

1389 Wmiam de Sdby (3d time) fr si sword. 

1300 Thomas Smith. 

1391 Thomas Smith (2d time) 

139S Rohert Smt^ (2d time) 

1393 Robert Savage (3d ^xaei)Jirst mact* 

1394 Thomas de Stayvelay. 

1395 William Hehnsley. 

1396 Thomas Stayvelay (2d tune.) 



lA)rd Mayors, 

1397 Sir William Frosty knight 

1398 Thomas Gare 

1399 Robert Talken 

1400 Sir W. Frost, knt. (2d time) 

1401 (3d time) 

1402 (4th.time) 

1403 X^^tin^y 

1404 (6th time) 

1405 John del Bank 

1406 Sir W. Frost, knt. (7th time) 

1407 Henry Wyroan 

1408 (2d time) 

1409 .J, (3d timf) 



Sheriffs. 

John Moretbn, Thomas Howden. 
William Selby, John Hewyke. 
Robert Howome, Wm. Scawsby. 
Tlios. Doncaster, J. Bamacastle. 
John Wranby, Edwd. Cottsbrook. 
William Bove8> WHISam de Lee < 
Adam Bridge, Thomas SantDOi 
Richard Howe, Henry Fkestm 
John de Bedale, Joseph Wythcn. 
Robert Kirkby, John Usebnm. 
Thomas Hasle, William Marston^ 
John Moreton, Robert Gore. 
John Northby^ Robert dd Gare. 
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1> 10 jQhQ BdtOQ 
1411 John Crayen 
1418 Robert Howam^ merchant 

1413 Nich. Blackburn;^ merchant 

1414 Thomas de Santon 
1413 William AIne, merchant 

1416 John ^orthby, merchant 

1417 William lipwea^ merchant 

1418 Jdm Moreton 

1419 John de Bedale 
14S0 Thomas del Gare 

1431 Richard Russel^ merchant 
1423 Henry Preston 
1423 Thos. Esingwald^ merchant 
1494 Thos. Bracebrigg^ merchant 

1425 Wm. Ormshered^ merchant 

1426 Peter Buckcy 

1427 J. Aldestanmoor^ merchant 

1428 William Bowes (2d time) 

1 429 N. Blackburne^ sen, (2d time) 

1430 Richard Russel, (2d time) 

1431 John Bolton^ merchant 

1432 Thomas Soawden^/ietf'/^fr 

1433 Wm. Ormsheved^ (2d time) 

1434 Thomas Gayer 

1435 Thomas Kirkham 

1436 Richard Wartyr, merchant 

1437 William Bedale^ merchant 

1*438 Nich. Usfieet^ merc?Mni 
1439 Thomas Ridley^ 



Sherifi. 

Iliomas del More^ Robt. Loktoo, 
P^ter Buckcy, Thos. Esingwald. 
Richard Russel^ John Pettyclerk« 
(No Sheriffs) 

Wm. Winkbnm, Godftey Savage, 

Wm.Ormshcved^ Richard Spencer« 

Thos. Braoebridge^ Rd. Burton 

John Vaughan, Richard Snawden, 

Robert Yamm^ John Loflhouse. 

Robert Middleton, J. Bainbrig^. 

J(^n Bolton^ Thomas Davy 

John Ullingy Joseph Gascoigne, 

John Aldestanrooor^ Thos. Aton. 

William Craven^ Thos. Kirkham^ 

John Warde^ John Sooth. 

Wflliam Bedale^ WiDiam Gateshed, 

Richard Loothy John Dodyngton, 

Thos. Bromflete^ Wm. Girlington. 

Nich* Blackburn, Thos. del C<M^« 

TThomas Gare, Johi^ Raughton. 

John Ratdifi; Thcn^^ Catterick. 

Richard Wartyr, Wm. :§ellford. 

William Bowes, John EsingwalcL 

Thos. Kirk, Thos. Rotherham— . 
ob, Thomas Rokesby, elect, 

Nich. Wyspyngton, Nich. Usfleteu. 

Thos. Rydeley, Robt. Ebchesten 

John Thrusk, Richard Bugden. 

Richard Shorcwood, Wm. Burton. 

Nich. Blackburn, Robert Oray-^ 
oL Wm. Stockton, elect. 

William Northby, John Qtq^^^ 
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LoiH Md!f<^s. 
1446 William Girlington, draper 
1441 Thomas Kirke^ mercer 
1448 ^ohnThni^^ 

1443 t^illiam Bowes 

1444 Richard Buckden^ mtrchwt 

1445 Thomas Crathorne 

1446 William Stockton 

1447 John Crosyo' 



Sheriffs. • 
William Holbeck, Wm. Datihsr* ^ 
Thomas Ddgare, Wm. AberforcL 
Thos. Craythorne, John Turpin. 
Hern. Market, Thomas purton. 
Thomas Catterick, John CrOodhalL 
William Cliffe, Rd. Clayhroke. 
Rohert CoUinSon, Wm. Staines. 
Tholnas Scawsby, Rd. Thomtcm. 



* This gentleman was also mayor of the staple of Calais, and ireaturer there; 
as appears by the following extnurt respecting the Histoxy of York. ** Anno 
Reg. 27, Edward III. the Staple of Wool, which had before been kept at Bridget, 
in Flanders, by act of parliament was fixed at York, and some other places in 
England. The act calls it the staple for wool, leather, woolfdls, and lead. In 
this king*s reign, amongst other of his conquests, the important town of Calais 
fell into his hands; and, in the fourteenth of his successor, the staple for the 
export trade of the whole kingdom was fixed at that place. This was a body 
ooiporate, governed by a mayor, two constables, &c., bad a common seal, and 
continued in great affluence of trade and riches, till tlie town was uhfortunately 
lost, in the rdgn of queen Mary. That the merchants of York had a consideFable 
^are in this ttaple^ and were many of them members of this corporatian, appeals 
in the catalogue of our senators, where anno 1442, John Thrusk, a great meN 
chant who dwelt in Hungate, in this dty, is styled mayor of the staple qfCalait^ 
as also treasurer there. Anno 1449, William Holbeck, mayor of York, is called 
merchant of this staple; and, anno 1466, Sir Richard Yorke, one of the guests at 
archbishop Nevil*s great feast, is there called mayor of the staple of Calais that 
year, and was sheriff of this dty at the some time. Several conveyances I have 
seen in our own and other records, of merchandizes and moncv left by win, bo* 
longing to the dtizens of York, who were merchants of this staple.** 

Here we see the distinction between mayor and merchant of the staple^he 
former being the elected head of that body, whilst the mercJiants merely con- 
stituted the members ; and no doubt, but merclutnts of the greatest weight and 
jB^portaoce, would be chosen to serve the high office of mayor. 
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1448 John Carpe 

1449 Wm. Holbeck, mert^ani 4jf 

the staple 

1430 Thomas Burton^ 

1451 RiduidWartyr (2dtiine) 

14^ Thomaa Dauby^ merchant 

1453 John Catterick 

1454 Thomas Nelsoi^ merchant 

1455 Richard Lematon 

1456 John Carre 

1457 Robert CoUinson^ merchant 

1458 William Holbeck 

1459 Nicholas Holgate 

1460 Thomas Beverley^ merchant 

of the staple 

1461 John Stockton 

1462 John Thrask 

1463 Thomas Scawsby 

1464 J. Gilliot^ knight of the Bath 

1465 Thomas Nelson (Sd time) 

1466 John Kent^ merchant 

1467 John Marshall, merchant 

1468 William Snawsdell 

1469 Richard Yorke, knt.,*mer- 

chant of the staple 

1470 William Holbeck (2d time) 

1471 Thomas Beverley (2d time) 

1472 William Holbeck (3d time) 

1473 Christopher Marshal 

1474 Sir J. Gylliot, knt. (2d time) 

1475 William Lamb 

1476 Thomas Wrangwish 

1477 John Tonge 



Shei^Jfs. 

ftiohard Lematon, Tfao& Kelaoti< 

Nicholas Holbeck, Robert Pert. 

John Morton, Thomas CurtoiK^ 
Thomas Beverley, Wm. Barlow. 
John Strensal, ThomaS Dangel. 
John Gylliot, John Boore. 
John Glasyn, William Wright. 
Wm. Bracebrigg, W. Sherewood. 
John Ince, William Cleveland. 
Thos. Hehnsley, Wm. Sheffield. 
Thos. Bromflete, John MarshaL 
John Copeland, Wm. Bradley. 

Christopher Booths John MarshaL 

John Kent, Richard Ckybrook. 
William Skynner, Christ. Marshal. 
William Thorp, John Semper. 
William Crosby, John Coates. 
John Brearton, Wm. Snawsdale*- 
Richard Yorke, Thomas Catoure. 
Thos. Strangeways, J. Towthorpe. 
William Welles, John Leathley. 

WiUiam Lambe, John Tonge. 

Robert Amias, Thomas Glasyn. 
John Lightlampe, Thos. Allen. 
Henry Stockton, Robert Harwood. 
John Ferrihy, WilKam Knowlet. 
Henry Williamson, T. Morriot. 
John Newton, William Chimney. 
Allen Wilberfoss, Thos. Stocktyn. 
William Todd, Nich. Pierson. 
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Lord Mayors. 

1478 John Ferriby, merchant 

1479 William Wdles 

1480 John Marshall (2d time) 

1481 Robert AmyBs 

1482' Richard Yorke, Imt, mayor 
of the staple 

1483 John Newtott^ dyer 

14S4 Thos. Wrangwith,(2dtime} 
merchant 

1485 Nicholas Lancaster^ L.L.D. 

1486 William Chimney^ draper 
14Q7 SirWm.Todd,knt.iii^cAaii/ 

1488 Robert Hancock^ ^TocfT 

1489 John Harper^ merchant 

1490 John Gilhot, merchant 

1491 John Ferribv, ob. in officio, 

Wm. White, elect. 

1492 Thomas Scotton, merchant 

1493 Nich. Lancaster (2d time) 

L.L.D.> merchant 

1494 Michael White, dyer 

1495 George Kirk, merchant 

1496 Robert Johnson, grocer 

1497 Thomas Gray, goldsmith 

1498 John Metcalf, merchant 

1499 John Elwald, merchant 

1500 William Nelson, merchant 

1501 John Stockdale, merchant 

1502 Richard Thornton, grocer 

1503 Sir John QiUiot (2d time) 

merchant 

1504 Thomas Jameson, merchant 

1505 Michael White (2d time) 



Sherijs. 
Robert Hancock, Wm. Spencer. 
Robert Gill, William Tayte. 
John Hagge, Michael White. 
John Harper, William White. 

Thos. Peirson, Miles Greenbanke. 

Richard Hardsong, Wm. Barker. 

John Gilliot, Thomas Finch. 

John Beverley, Roger Appleby. 
John Beasley, John Shaw. 
George Kirke, Robert Johnson. 
Thomas Falneby, Thomas Gray 
William Barker, Alex. Dawson. 
John £lwood, John Norman. 

John Stockdale, John Hutton. 

Peter Cooke, Edward Forster. 

Thomas Darby, John Custanoe. 

John Metcalf, John Petty. 
William Nelson, Rd. Thornton. 
Miles Arwayn, Bertram Dawson.. 
Thomas Jameson, John Dodgson. 
John Birkhead, Richard Winder. 
Allan Stavely, Robert Petty. 
Greorge Essex, Thos. Bankhouse. 
William Skipton, Thos. Freeman. 
John Lilcolne, Thomas Parker 

John Ellis, Thomas Braikes. 

John Hall, Oliver Middleton, oh 
Robert Simpson, elect. 

Wm. Willson, Thos. Drawsword. 
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1500 AILm Stavdey^ tAefchaiU 
1607 John Birkhead, nimkani 

1508 Sir John I^eC^^ knt.^ glasier, 

t)b. in <^io 

1509 GeoTgi& EsKX, apothecary 

1510 John Sha\7e, merchant 

1511 Bertnon Dawaon^ nurt^ani 

1512 Geofge fiirk (2d time) 

1513 William Willson^ goldsmith 
1511 John Hiornton, merchant 

1515 Thomas Drawaword 

1516 John Hall^ tanner 

1517 John jC)oclg«>n 

1518 William Wright 

1519 Allan Stayely {2d timej 
1590 Thomas F^ker 

1521 T. Bankhouse, draper; ob. in 

officio—S. Vickara, elect, 

1522 Paul GiUour, merchant; oh. 

in ffficioj T. Burton^ eLct, 

1523 Thoe. DraW8\frord (2d time) 

1524 John Norman 

1525 William Barker 

1526 Peter Jackson 

1527 Robert Wylde, merchant 

1528 Thomas Alason 

1529 Robert V*Tiitficlcl 

1530 George Lawson^ knight 

1531 Henry Dawson 

1532 William Barker (2d time) 

1533 John Hodgson 

1534 George Gaile^ goldsmith 

1535 William Wright (2d time) 



Skeriji, 
Roger 8awy^^ Richard iW^ 
John Beisby^ WiRiam Hubjr. 

John Hiomton^ John fiatemanV 

John Langton^ J<>hn Griggs. 
William Garnet, John White. 
William Wright, WiQiam Caxj 
John Chapman, Chrnt. Horner.' 
Simon Vickars, Richard North. 
Paul Gillour, John Konnan. 
John Rasin, John Geldart. 
John Wetherell, WiRiam Barker^ 
Thomas Dawson, J<>hn Gillbank. 
Thomas ifturtoh, Thoa. Mason. 
Robert Wlutfield, Henry Holme. 
PcicT Jackson, fidbert WHde. 

Robert Fow^^ ThottM Gngge^ 

John BlarshaR, Thoa. Bayley. 

James Blaides, Rd. Hutchenaon^ 
Henry Dawson, John Rogers. 
Hugh Hawtey, Robert Comot. 
R. l^iUdn, J. Smith, J. Lister. 
John Hodgson, John Richardaoftji 
John Shaw, John Collier. 
John North, Richard Simpson. 
George Gailc, Henry Bielby. 
Wm. Harrington, L. Mouslome. 
Robert Elwald, Wm. Dodgaon. 
Robert Hall, John Plowman. 
John Shadlocke, Robert Cooke. 
Robert Hecklcton, Wm, Holme, 
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Lord Mayors, 

1536 Waiiain Harrington 

1537 Ralph PuUein, goldsmiih 

1538 John Shawe (2(1 time) ob, in 

officio, John North, elect, 

1539 Robert Elwald, merchant 
15iO William Dodgson, merchant 

1541 Robert Hall, merchant 

1542 John Shadlock 

1543 Robert Hecklcton^^/imon^-er 

1544 Peter Robinson, merchant 

1545 John Beane, innholder 

1546 William Holmes 

1547 William Watson, merchant 

1548 Robert Peacock, merchant 

1549 George Gailc (2(1 time) 

1550 John Lewis, draper 

1551 Thomas Appleyard 

1552 Richard White, draper 

1553 William Coupland 
1551 John North (2d time) 

1555 Wra. Bcckwith, merchant 

1556 Richard Gouldthorpc 

1557 Robert Hall (2d time) 

1558 Pfcolph Hall, merchant 

1559 Thomas Standeven 

1560 James Harrington, 

1561 Pcrcival Crawforth 

1562 Thomas Lawson 

1563 Tliomas Appleyard (2d time) 

1564 Jacob Simpson, fanner 

1565 John Boane (2d time) 



Sheriffs, 
John Edwyn, William Swana 
John Lewis, Peter Liddal. 

Peter Robinson, John Bcane 

Thos. Thornton, Rd. Tomlinson. 

Robert Peacock, Richard Savage. 

William Watson, Wm. Harper. 

Thos. Appleyard, John Dobson. 

Wm. Bcckwith, Wm. Coupland* 

Richanl White, Micliael Binkes. 

Ralph Elwick, ob, in offieio, Martin 
Soza, Richard Foxgill. 

Robert Broddys, Peter Eshe. 

Thos. Standeven, James Simpson. 

Wm. Batchclor, Thos. Goodyear. 

Jas. Harrington, G. Hutchenson. 

Percival Crawforth, E. Greenbury.- 

Rd. Goldthorp, John Sliillitoe. 

Thos. Lawson, Thos. WiDson. 

Ralph Hall, WiUiam Hargill. 

Robert Cripling, Wm. Grisdale. 

Richard Brcary, Robert Hogge, 

Adam Binkes, Richard Drew. ^ 

Christ. Hall, Christ. LidtlaL 

John Hall, William Brogden. 

Hugh Greaves^ Thos. Harper. 

Rd. Calom, Edward WiUcocks. 

Martin Struker, John Robinson. 

Wm. Hirrison, T. Harrison, ob. 
in rffl Leonard Temple, elect, 

Robert Maskew, John Weddel. 

Thos. Middleton, Wm. Thompson. 

Edmund Richardson^ John Smitlift 
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Loitd May or t, 
15M Wniiam Watson (l2d time) 

1567 Robert Peacock, merchant 

1568 Wm. Coupland 

1569 Wm. Beckwith (2d time) 

1^70 Richard Calom, draper 

l57l Xjitegjcarj Peacock, merchant 

1&78 William AQen, mercer 

1^73 Cbrist. Herbert, merchant 

1*574 Robert Maskewe, £7vcfr 

l'i75 Thos. Harrifion, innholder 

1576 E* Richardson, pewterer; oh. 
in off, R. Hall, mjerchani, elect 

J577 John Dynely, draper 

1578 Hugh Graves, merchant 

1579 Robert Cripling 

1580 Robert Askwith, draper 

1581 Wm. Robinson, merchant 
158^ Robert Brooke, merchant 

1583 Christopher Maltby, draper 

1584 Thomas Appleyard 
1^85 Andrew Trene, merchant 
1586 Henry Maye, innholder 
158t Ralph Richardson, merchant 
1588 J. Birkby, council attorney 
158$ T. Jackson, council attorney 

1590 Thos. Moseley, merchant 

1591 Robert Walter, haberdasher 

1592 Thos. Harrison (2d time) 

1593 Robert Askwith (2d time) 

1594 Wm. Robinson (2d time) 
^595 Robert Brooke (2d time) 
1596 Jacob Birkby 



Sheriffs, 

Qrte^stj Peacock, Richard Allen* 
Christ. Herbert, John Dinely. 
Wm. Robinson, Andrew TreFe. 
Peter Hudless, John \^^lkinson. 
Henry Alayc, Thos. Middleton. 
Jacob Birkby, Edward Turner. 
Ralph Micklethwait, Rt Askwitb. 
John Stephenson, Thos, Temple. 
Robert Brook, Thomas Jackson. 
Thos. Appleyard, Christ. Moltby. 

Edmund Sands, Walter Mudd. 

Ralph Richardson, Geo. Fauoett. 
Lawrence Robinson, Ed. Vayaaour. 
Francis Mapples, Edwd. Faucett. 
Robert litaude, Leonard Belt. 
Christ Beckwith, Richd. Morton. 
Christ. Concett, John Standevcn. 
Perdval Brooke. Thos. Mosdey. 
Francis Baine, Robert Watter. 
Rowland Faucett, Wm. Gibson. 
Robert Peacock, Henry Hall. 
Leonard Beckwith, John Weddel. 
William Peacock, James Mudd. 
Marmadukc Sotheby, Wm. Allen. 
William Calom, John Yewdale. 
Thos. Herbert, Christ. Turner. 
Robert Dawson, Thos. Askwith. 
William Wood, John Harrison. 
Robert Myers, Wm. Greenbury. 
George Watson, George Elwyke. 
George Watkinson, George Hall. 
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Lord Mayors. 
^597 Chrutopher Beckwith 

1598 Edward Faucett 

1599 Christ. Concetti apothecary 

1600 Henry Hall^ merchant 

1601 Robert Peacock 

1609 Thoa. Moseley (2d time) 

1603 Sir R. Walker, kt,*(9d time) 

1604 Thoa. Herbert, merchant 

1605 Wm. Greenbury, draper 

1606 Robert Askwith, draper 

1607 Robert Harriaon, merchant 

1608 Robert Miera, mercer 

1609 C. CoDoett, apaih. (Sdtime) 

1610 Henry Hall, (9d time) 

1611 William Bre^, merchant 

1612 John Harrison, merchant 

1613 Thoa. Marshall, mercer 
161 i Leonard Reason, lAf^er 

1615 EliasMicklethwaitet, mercA. 

1616 Wm. Greenbury (2d time) 

1617 SirR.Aakwith,kt. (2d time) 



Sheriffs, 
George Rosse, Perdval Levett. 
Lawrence Wade, Wm. Breary. 
Robert Askwith, Thos. Wilson. 
Lawrence Edwards, J. fiusfield. 
Robt. Harrison, Henry Thompson* 
John Robinson, George Bucke. 
Michael Hartford, Rd. Bmkes. 
Wm. Smiley, Leonard Besson. 
£. Micklethwait, George Aislaby, 
John Wadsworthf Wm. Maskew 
Wm. Robinson, Thoa. MardialL 
Christ. Dickenson, J Standeven. 
Edward Cross, James Godson. 
William Morton, George Wataon. 
Michael Scarr, Edward Calvert, 
William Watter, Thomas Agar. 
Matthew Topham, Thomas Kay. 
Robert Belt, Francis Waide. 
George Faucett, Thos. Rawden. 
Francis VTharton, Thos. Lawne. 
John Hutchenson, Robt WeddalL 



* Mr. Robert Walker was knighted by king James* on the twentieth of April, 
1603, at Grimttone, near Tadcaster, then the residence of Edward Stanhope* 
earl of Cumb^land. To Sir Robert Walker, knight* York is indebted for the 
gold chain, now worn by it*s chief naagistrate— that gentleman having left it, by 
will, to the corporate body. 

t Elias Micklethwaite, was a man of very religkms principles, and one who 
would not suiler his exaltation to erase those impressions from his mind. Ha 
accordingly ordered that the gates of the dty should be kept closed on thf 
aabbatb-day ; and his order was stiicdy attended to. 

X2 
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Lord MaiforSk 
1618 Thomas Agar *, tanner 
1019 Wm. Robinson, merchant 

1620 William Watter, saddh^ 

1621 Christ. Dickinson, merchant 

1622 Robert Miers (2d time) 

1623 Wm. Rreary (2d time) 

1 624 Matthew Topham, mcrcliant 

1625 Thomas Lawne 

1626 Leonard Ressont (2d time) 

1627 JElias Micklethwait (2d time) 

1628 Robert Relt, merchant 

1629 Christopher Croft, mercer 

1630 Edmund Cooper, merchant 

1631 Robert Hemsworth, draper 

1632 Thomas HoyleJ, merchant 



Sherijft, 

Christ. Croft, Peter Middlcton. 
A. Ilcmmingway, Christ. Waifle. 
Edmd. Cooper, Robt. Hemsworth* 
Thos. Hoyle, John Vaux. 
Leonard Weddel, Wm. Allenson. 
Christ. Topham, Rd- HertfonL 
James Hutchenson, L. Jackson. 
William Scott, William Todd. 
Thos. Hodgson, Wm. Wharton. 
Henry Thompson, T. Atkinson. 
Thos. Dawson, Roger Jaqucs. 
Thos. Peigher, John Miers. 
John Pepper, John Bradley. 
James Brooke, Thos. Hewley. 
Phil. Herbert^ 36lim Geldart. 



* Thomas Agar was unfortunate during liis ina3roralty. He bad by some 
means incurred the displeasure of a person named Charles CodsoD, a tailor by 
trade ; and this man being one day in li |uor, and warm with a spirit of resent- 
ment, watched a favourable opportunity, and stabbed the lord mayor with a knife 
he Imd prepared for the purpose. The wound did not prove mortal ; and the 
xillain was secured, tried, and condemned to seven years imprisonment, to be 
fettered \^nth heavy irons, and to pay a large fine. His sentence also ordained 
tliat he shovdd be conveyed through die city on horseback, every quarter sessions 
during that time ; with his face towards tlie tail of the horse, and with a paper 
fixed on his forehead, denoting his crime : He was also obliged to stand on the 
pillory, for certain hours, at every return Of the said quarter sessions. 

•f- This gendeman, wlio resided in St. Michael's parish, gave by will the sum 
of tliirty pounds to die corporation, for the purpose of purchasing plate for the use- 
of eacli successive lord mayor. 

:J: Lamentable indeed was the case of this gentleman. He served the office with 
much credit to Imnself* and lived very respectably till the year 1649, when on th^ 
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Lord Matfors. Sheriffs, 

1633 Sir W. Allenson, knt. draper Thos. Herbert, William Wilson. 

1634 James Hutchenson, merchant Stephen Watson, Geo. Pullin. 

1635 Thomas Hodgson, mercer John Mason, Thos. Alasterman, 

1636 Henry Thompson, merchant Robert Homer, John Beake. 

1637 John VaxHx, proihonoiary Wm, Ramsden, Wm. Fairweather* 

1638 William Scott, merchant. Christopher Breary, Harm. Croft. 

1639 Sir R. Jaques, knt. merchant I^eonard Thompson^ S. Coulton. 

1640 Sir R. Belt, knt. (2d time) Thos. Dickenson, Paule Bcale. 

1641 Sir C. Croft, knt. (2d time) Thomas Caley, John Calvert. 

1642 Sir E. Cooper, knt. (2d time) Samuel Breary, Jonas Spacy. 

1643 Sir E. Cooper, knt. (3d time) John Kilvington, James Breary, 

1644 Sir£.Cooper,kt.*(4thtime) William Taylor, Thomas Naykur. 
1643 John Geldart, merchant Robert Scott, Thomas Driffield. 

1646 Stephen Watson, grocer Jolm Peighew, Edward Gray. 

1647 Thos. Dickenson, merchant Christopher Topham, B. Watman. 
16i8 Robert Homer, merchant Richard Pagett, Thomas Mason. 

1649 Leonard Thomson, merchant Henry Tyreman, Peter Man. 

1650 William Taylor, merchant Creasy Burnet, Geo. Peaoock. 

1651 James Brooke, merchant Bryan Dawson, Francis Ewbank. * 

16.« Wmia^Metcdf, .Ira^ '''"iiS^f.^^T^. 

1653 Henry Thompson (2d time) Ralph Chayter,^ George Mancklin. 

1654 John Geldart (2rltime) Christ. Hewley, William Wasse. 

1655 Sir W. Allenson (2d time) Richard Hewit, Richard Booth. * 

iese Stephen WatsJn ""'tS^EifS 

30th of January, about die same hour that Charles the first waa bdieadcd. 
Alderman Hoyle, who was also a member of parliament, hanged himself in his 
own house at Westminster. His lady had been abroad that moming, and on he^ 
return, waa the first who discovered the dreadful catastrophe. 

* Sir E. Cooper was displaced by lord Fair&z, after th^ surrender of Yix^ 
and Thomas HojIb, m.of the aldennco, was chosen in his situatioo. 
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Lord Mafjars, Sheriffs 

1657 Thomas Dickenson (2d time) ^ e v i « 

knighted by OUver George Scott, York Homer. 

1658 Robert Homer (2d time) Wm. Barwick, Wm. Richardsoii. 

1659 Leond. Thompson (2d time) Wm. Wilkinson, Thos. Reynolds 

1660 Chri.t.Taph«n,,^ ^"^^^'hS^^' 

""SriS^'^ilS"^^ F«nd, Wteel^, Rd. Shaw. 

1662 George Lamplngh, merchant Thos. Williamson, Joseph Beares. 

1663 Henry Thompson, merchani Timothy Squire, Geo^ Gkadstonew 

1664 Edwd. Elwick*, apothecary FhiL Herbert, Richard Tenant. 

1665 Richd. Hewit, merchant Edward Gaile, Abraham Faber. 

1666 George Maueklin, skinner Richard Metcalf, Joseph Morley. 

1667 Cressy Bumet, merchani Rd. Kilvington, Christ Simpson. 

1668 Henry Tyreman, draper ■ Christ. Cooke, Thomas Cooke. 

1669 Christopher Breary,f7imAaji/ William Ramsden, WilHam BelL 

1670 Thos. Bawtryt, tnerchani^ Andrew Ferrot, John Becket. 

* This gentleman w^s iniulted during his mayoralty, by Sir Miles StapletoQ 
of WighilL Being disordered with liquor, and entertaining some feeling of re- 
sentment against the lord mayor, Sir M. proceeded to his house, where he met 
with his lordship, and stiuck him with his cane. But for this o0ence, the baronet 
very narrowly escaped the most severe p\uushment.<^He was indicted at the 
following sessions, and appeasing personally at the bar of the Conmion-Hall, 
confessed his guilt, expressed much sorrow for his past conduct, and threw him- 
self upon the mercy of the court. His friends also made intercession for him 
and on their account, the punishment intended was reduced to the penalty of 
;fhe hundred pounds^ 

* Mrs. Bairtry waa the first lady mayoress that wore the goid <^ain* It was 
^ven about this time for the lady mayoress of Yorki^ by Mr. Marmaduke Rawdcn, 
a merchant in London, and it*s weight then was sixteen ounces. The same gen- 
tleman also gave a silver vestel, weighipg fifty ounces, expressly for the use of 
each successive lady mayoress ; and also presented the co poiation of York witlv 
#n elegantly ]ph bowl. Mr. Rawden likewise gave to the lord mayor and 
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Lord Mayors. 

1671 Wm. Richardson^ dnyoer 

1672 SirH.HioinpBon^kt.fnmrA/. 

1673 Thot. Williamson, merchant 

1674 Richd. Metcalfe, merchanit 

1675 Wm. Ramsden, merchant 

1676 York Homer, merchant 

1677 Francis Eloock, grocer 

1678 Philip Herbert, merchant 

1679 Richard Shaw, butcher 

1680 John Constable, grocer 

1681 John Carter, merchant 
1683 John Wood 

1683 £dwd. Thompson, merchant 

1684 Robert WaUer, attorney 

1685 Jphn Thompson, goldsmith^ 

1686 Leon^ Wilberfosa 

1687 Thos. Mpoely, apothecary. 

1689 John Foster, haberdasher 

1690 Samuel Dawson, merchant 

1691 George Stockton, silk-weaver 



Sheriffs. 
Thos. Nisbet Francis Calvertw 
Tho& Wa]rnd, Robert Hortftdd; 
John Pecket, George Ramsden. 
Robert Waller, Francb Elwiek. 
Thomas Carter, John Foster. 
John Mowld, Joseph Blackburn. 
William Baron, William Watson. 

Henry Pawson, Roger Wilberfbss^ 

Thomas Mosdy, Geo. Stockton. 

Thos. Thomdike, G. Bracebrid^ 

Wm. Heather, Wjn. Pickering. 

Wm. Charlton, Roger Shackleton. 

Francis Duckworth, Thos. Codce. 

Josepji Pemberton, Tho^ Sutton^ 

Francis Taylor, Leonard Robin«m. 

Wm. Appleton^ Tbos. Watson. 

John. Bell„ Peter Rkhardsop. 

{.Matthew Bayock, Marm. Butler. 
Thos.Fothe4;ill, Christ. HUtton. 

John Thorpe, Thomas Barstow. 

Thos. Bradley, Robert Clarke. 

Geo. Pickering, Robert If oster. 



monalty the sum of four hundred founds, lor the crecdon of a Market-Crosi ta 
the Pavement, which was accordingly built near the diurch of All-Saiata, bul 
has since been removed. The sum of one hundred pounds was also k^ by 
Mr. R. for the poor of the parish of St Crux. 

* The reason why two lord mayors are this year represented, has been stated in 
page 209. Thomas Raynes was displaced by king James, and Robert WaUex, 
who was more friendly to the king^s religious tenets, was appcnnted in his stead. 
Raynes reAised to resign— WaUer had therefore the name without the power 2 
and thus York was considered by some, as having two lord mayois ; and bf 
l^en, as not l»vin^ ^y pcim who legaUy filled this high offi^ 
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hard Mayors. 

1692 JofihuA Earnshaw^ merchant 

1693 Andrew Femt, mertAani 

1694 Robert Dnvy, hosier 



Sheriffs. 
Ernanud Justice, Mark GiO. 
Peter Dawson, George FothergOl. 
Charles Rhoads, Walter Baines. 



1696 John Constable (2d time) Richard Wood, Samuel Buxton, 



1697 Mark Gill, goldsmiih 

1698 Roger Shackleton 

1699 Henry Thompson, esq.* 

1700 Sir Wm. Robinson, bart 

1701 Tobias Jenkins, esq. 

170S Jdm Feddt, merchant 

1703 Thomss Dawson, merchant 

1704 Elias Pawson, merdumt 

1705 Charles Redman, toyman 

1706 Emanud Justice, merchant 

1707 R. Benson, LordBingley 

1708 Richd. Thompson, merchant 

1709 William Pickering 

1710 Charles Pcrrot, merchant 

1711 Thomas Pickering, attorney 
1713 William Cornwall, brewer 

1713 Christopher Hutton, glover 

1714 William Redman, /nnner 

1715 Robert Fairfia, esq. 

1716 Richard Townes, mercer 

1717 Henry Baines, toyman 

1718 Tancred Robinson, esq. 



John Welbum, Thomas Agar. 

William Rudley, John Smith. 

John Thompson, Barth. Geldart. 

Wm. Redman, Wm. ComwalL 

Thomas Mason, George Jackson. 

Joel Savile, obit Henry Baines^ 
Rowland Mosdy. 

Joseph Leech, Edward Seller. 

Matthew Ingram, Robt Perrot. 

J. Stainforth, Percy Winten^elf. 

James Scourfidd, L. Thompson. 

Thos. Pickering, Francis Hewett. 

Thos. Bradley, Robert Hotham 

John Alderson, Drury Peakc. 

William Lister, Wm. Wcightman. 

John Dixon, l^Iatthcw Lindlcy. 

Matthew Bigg, William Jackson. 

William Dobson, Samuel Clark. 

^lex. Lister, John Williamson. 

Tancred Robinson, Rd. Denton. 

Edwd. Jefferson, James Barstow. 

John Whitehead, Ele. Lowcock. 

Samud Dawson, H. Greenwood. 

* Mr. H. Tbompeon* when loid mayor of York, ozdered Cudegate Postern to 
be taken down and rdmilt, wider, so that hi9 coach might pass through it. Tins 
was avoordingiy done at his sole txfoue* 
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Ijord Mayors, 

1719 John Reed, toyman 

1720 T. Jenkins^ esq. (2d time) 

1721 R. Thompson, (2d time) 

1722 C.Redman,/oyma7i(2dtime) 

1723 CVoTTOi, merchant (^HMttio) 

1724 Thos. Agar^ wooHen-drapcr 

1725 W.Cornwell,i&reM;(T(2dtlme) 

1726 Samuel Clarke, haberdasher 

1727 Richard Baine, grocer 

1728 Peter Whitton, grocer 

1729 Wm. Dobaon, apothecary 

1730 John Stainforth, esq. 

1731 Jonas Thompson, o^onMjf 

1732 Henry Haines (2d time) 

1733 J.Dodsworth,flpoM.5fg7wer 

1734 Wm. Whytehead, attorney 

1735 James Barnard, mercer 

1736 Samuel Clarke (2d time) 

1737 Sir John Lister Kaye, hart. 

1 738 G. Benson, ob. in n^— Sir T. 

Robinson, elect. (2d time) 

1739 George Eskricke, hatter 

1740 George Skelton, merchant 

1741 Rd. Lawson, mne^merchani 

1742 John Mayer, attorney 

1743 Wm. Stephenson, merchant 

1744 Thomas Agar, merchant 

1745 John Raper, merchant 

1746 John Read (2d time) 

1747 Geo. Eskricke (2d time) 



Sheriffs. 

John Raper, mort. — elect. S. Hib» 
lory, Rd. Qordukes. 

John Bowes, John Owram. 

Wm. llotham, Jonathan Benson. 

George Bomatt, William Cooper. 

Henry Pawson, Samud Smith. 

Francis Newark, Wm. Hutchinson, 

Rd. Chambers, Francis Buckle. 

Christ. Jackson, Geo. Atldnsoo. 

John Amblef, Francis Bolton. 

John Haughton, Isaac Mansfield, 

J. Dodsworth, W. Lambert, mart* 
Benjanun Barstow, elect. 

John Suttdl, Joseph Buckle. 

Samuel Waud, Edward Seller. 

John Richardson, Edward WilsDiL 

Wm. Stephenson, Geo. Edcricke. 

Joseph ScolfieM, John White. 

Thomas Agar, Richard LswBon. 

Henry Richmond, John VcfOffer. " 

Anby Taylor, John Blythe. 

James Robinson, Emanuel Stabler 

Thos. Beverley, Christ Rawdon. 

John Raper, Thomas Matthews. 

Thos. Norfolk, Geo. Gibson 

Amor Oxley, John Hildyardi 

Rd. Dawson, Charles Weigfatman. 

John Hililegh, mart. F. Jeffenon^ 
Henry Tireman. 

Thos, Spooner, Thos. Featherstooe 

George Thompson, Mat. Uster. 

James Rowe^ Tfaomas CliftoD. 



sao 
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LordMayart. 

1748 Francis Jeflfenon^ nurduaU 

1749 James Rowe^ druggist 
1756 M. Lister^ timber^merchant 
1751 George SkdUm^ (2d time) 
1753 James Barnard (2d time) 

1753 William Coates, glover 

1754 Richard Lawson, (Sd time) 

1755 Thomas Matthews^ brewer 

1756 Rd. Fairer^ uphoUierer 

1757 George Fox Lane^ est^. 

1758 John ARanson^ merchant 

1759 Godfrey Wentworttu esq^ 
1780 Fran. Stephenson^ merchant' 
1761 Thos. Bowes, apoOeear^ 
1769 John Mayer (2d time) 

1763 Anhy Taylor, apothecary 

1764 Francis Baoott, apothecary 

1765 Henry Rq;»er, merchant 

1766 John Wakefield, merchant 

1767 Richard Garland, Jorior 

1768 James Rowe (2d time) 

1769 Richard Farrer (2d time) 

1770 John Carr, architect 

1771 Edward Wallis, opo/Att-flry 

1772 Charles Turner, esq. M. P. 

1773 Henry Juhh, apothecary 

1774 Hngh Rohinson, merchant 

1775 John Alknson (2d time) 

1776 F. Stephenson (2d time) 

1777 Thos. Bowes (2d time) mort. 

F. Bacon (2d time) 



Shertg9^ 

John Allanaon, Frauds Ingranu 

£dward Hiwing, Henry Grioe. 

Herbert Ferreman, Wm. Coates^ 

John Telford, Ridiard Fairer 

Francis Stephenson, J. SldlbedL 

Wm. Baker, Thomas Hungate. 

Henry Jubb, Thomas Maifitt. 

John Bradley, William Doim. 

John Greggs, Richard Garland. 

Thomas Bowes, Thomas Mason. 

Edward Wallis, Francis Lofthoufle. 

John Wakefield, Wm. Hangfatom 

Seth Agar^ John Atkinson. 

Jaines Clifbonj Bei\j. Atldnaon., 

Thos. Barstow, Hale WyrilL 

John Stow, Christ. Q14fi4d< 

Edwd. Smith,, Stq^ Buckle 

William Si4daU, William Bilton. 

Thomas Wgson, Thoms. Varbw. 

John Hardisty, Samuel Wormald. 

Hugh Robinson, Gcoige Hughes., 

Edward Portcus, Wm. Beekwith. 

Edmd. Knipe, mort. James Todd, 
Richard Tireman. 

T. D. Garcnderes, J. Williamson. 

Peter Goullett, Robert Peighton, 

Thomas Spooner, John CrofL 

James Richardson, Edwd. Stabler. 

Butler Burton, John Varlow. 

Robert Barker, Francis Hudson. 

Henry Myres, Ralph Do^swoirlk 
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Lvfd Mayors, 
1779 Thomas Barstow^ esq. 

1 779 Edward Stabler, merchant 

1 780 Tho. Cordley, wine^merchani 

1781 Henry Myres, merchant 

1 782 Henry Raper (2d time) 

1783 Wm. Siddall, vfOoUen^raper 
I78i Thomas Kilby, brewer 

1785 James Woodhouse, esq. mort. 

John Carr (2d tune) 

1786 Thos. Smith, merchant 

1787 Sir Wm. Mihier, hart. M. P. 

1 788 William Bluitt, esq. 

1 789 Thomas Hartley, brewer 

1790 Joshua Oldfidd, wine-mer, 

1791 Thomas Wilson, Z»ooAr#r/&>r 

1 792 Ralph Dodsworth, merchant 

1793 Wm. Siddall (2d time) moH, 

Thomas Smith (2d thne) 

1 794 John Hay, tvoollen^draper 

1795 JHd.Metca\£e, merchant-iaUor 

1 796 T. D. Garencieres, afoihecary 

1797 Rd. Hobson, wooUen-^raper 

1 798 Sir W. Mihier, bt (2d time) 

1799 William Ellis, merchant 

1800 James Robson, linens-draper 

1801 John WiUdnson, druggist 

1802 William Hotham, esq. 

1803 Thomas Hartley, esq. 

1804 John Kilby, brewer 

1805 Robert Stockton, druggist 

1806 Thos. Wilson, esq. (2d tune) 
^807 Wm. Ellis, esq. (2d time) 



Shcrifft. 

Thomas Smith, Richard Hearon. 
John Allanson, Jun., Thos. Kilby. 
Joseph Deighton, J. Woodhouse. 
Francis Saunders, J. Hutchinson. 
William Porter, William Bluitt 
Richard Sutdifib, John Wright 
Henry Jowett, William Slater. 

James Robson, Thomas Gilbank. 

William Clarke, Richard Eitson. 
Richd. Metcalf, John Dodsworth. 
T. D. Garencieres, John Hay. 
George Healey, George Kitson. 
John Bagley Samuel Wormald. 
John Lister, Stephen Hartley, 
fhos. Sanderson, Robt Thomtoa. 

Thomas Wilkipson> Wm. Fowler. 

David PhilHpa, James Crofl. 

Robert Houseman, WQli^ EUif. 

Frederick Atkinson, Rt Wright 

William Cadday, John Wilkinson* 

Robert Rhodes, John Newton. 

John Sutdiffe, Robert Stockton. 

John Kilby, William Staveley. 

R. W. Hotham, Geo. Darbyahire. 

Wm. Bilton, John Hepworth, mort, 
George Fettes. 

Joseph Volans, Christopher Cattle^ 

George Dodsworth, John Prince. 

John Dales, William Dunslay. 

Isaac Spencer, Francis Theakston. 

William Hornby^ Rd. Simpson^ 
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Lord Magfors. 

1808 R. Rhodes^ merchant-iaUor 

1809 Samuel Wonnald^ tanner 

1810 George Peacock^ esq. 

1811 Hon. L. Dundis, M. P. 

1812 Isaac Speneer^ druggisl 

1813 Thos. Smithy merchant 

1814 William Dunslay^ brewer 

1815 Wm. H. Hearon^ tea-deaUr 

1816 ioYmjyzle^,* drvggist 



Sheriffs, 

Robt. ParidnsoOj W. H. He«von. 
James Shepherd^ RobC Lakeland. 
John Brown^ William Hartley. 
William Cooper, John Jackson. 
George Cressey, Joseph Agar. 
F4iniind Gill, Thomas BeaL 
G. W. Wentworth, Wm. Oldfield. 
G. Wilkinson, S. H. Copperthwaite. 



Robert Cattle, Thos. Cattley, Jun* 

^bert Chaloner, esq. M. P. for Richmond, is the present lord mayor> 
(1817) and the last named Sherifik. have not yet completed the 
usual period of their office. 



The Recorder h next in dignity to the sheriffs; 
and even ranks before them when the members of 
the corporation are enumerated. This officer 
must be a barrister at law, being considered as 
the particular guardian of the privileges of the 
citizens, the preserver of the ancient records and 
charters ; and the person, whose duty it is to re- 

* Diiring this gentleman*8 mayoralty, and in some d^ree through the ex- 
ertions of himself and S. W. Nicoll, esq., a Provident InMiUuiUm, or SAVING 
BANK, was established in York ; in which the kbouring class of society may 
deposit, for any length of time, their little savings, and thereby avert the misery 
which must ever be felt, when age and infirmity are accompanied by extreme 
penury. The lord mayor for the time being, is the president^Most respectable 
gentlemen are appointed as directors— 5tocil is purchased with the money— -An 
apartment at the comer of Newstreet, is engaged as a Banking Shop, and we 
add, with much pleasure, the deposits are already very considerable. 
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gister all new acts, by-laws, &c. By virtue of 
his situation, he is also a justice of the peace and 
of the quorum — He therefore sits at the right 
hand of the lord mayor, as his assistant ; and is 
the public orator, for the corporate body, on all 
occasions. The recorder is always chosen by a 
full house, or general meeting of the corporation — 
all the members of it having an equal right to 
vote on the occasion ; but he cannot enter upon 
iiis office, without the approval of the king. 
And, after being so approved, he is obliged to 
take oath that he will, always, freely and faith- 
fully give his advice and council to the lord 
mayor, aldermen, sheriflTs, and commoners, for 
the benefit of the said city. The salary of the 
recorder, is trifling, and the office, which is for 
life, is always considered more as a place of 
honor than of profit. Robert Sinclair, esquire, is 
the present recorder of the city of York. 

Two other counsellors are assigned to the lord 
mayor, to act in unison with the recorder, whb 
are also justices of the peace, of the quorum, 
and consequently rank superior to the aldef- 
mcn. They are called the " City Caunsely^ and 
often are of much service to the chief magistrate, 
in assisting him through the great weight of bu- 
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ftiness which, in his official situation, he is obliged 
to encounter. 8. W. NicoII, and John Hey*** 
wood, esquires, at present fill that department. 

The name of Aloerman, is a corruption of the 
word elderman — a person dignified by time and 
experience. This magistrate is generally chosen 
from that class of citizens who have served the 
office of sheriff; though, in some cases, without 
any such qualiScation. The regular fine for 
exemption from this office, is three hwndredL 
guineas ; but the court possesses a discretionary 
power on this, as on several other subjects. Aa 
alderman has little business, when not serving 
the office of lord mayor, although he is a justice 
of the peace ; and, if a senior, is also one of the 
quorum. He is always summoned to attend the 
sessions, council cliamber, and every election of 
the several members of the corporate body; but 
he is not obliged to appear if inconvenient. 

The Common-Council Men are seventy-two ia 
number. They are the representatives of the 
inhabitants of the city at large, the same as the 
members of the House of Commons in the British 
parliament, represent the nation. They vote in all 
elections of magistrates, on the disposal of the city's 
revenues, and respecting all other acts which pass 
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the official seaL The common-council men were 
formerly chosen from the deyeral companies of 
tradesmen in the city; but, by a charter of 
Charles the second, the city was divided into four 
wards, which take their names from the four gates 
of the city, viz: Micklegate-ward, Bootham^ 
ward. Monk- ward, and Walmgate-ward. Mick* 
legate^wardf in the south-west part of the city, 
is encompassed on one side by the city walls, and 
on the other, by the river Ouse. This ward con- 
tains six parishes, viz. : Bishophill, the elder and 
younger. Trinity, St Martin's, St. John's, and 
A U-Saints* Bootham-ward occupies the north- 
west angle of the city, and has, in it's district 
three parishes, viz: St. Michael-le-Belfrey's, St. 
Helen's, and St. Martin's. Mank'Ward is the 
north-east part of the city, and comprises five 
parishes, viz :— Trinity, St. Cuthbert's, St. Sa- 
viour's, Christ's, and St. Sampson's. WalmgatC'^ 
ward is on the south-east, and contains seven 
parishes, viz : — St. Margaret's, St. Dennis's, St. 
George's, St. Crux's, All-Hallow's, St. Mary's, 
and St. Michael's. 

These four divisions comprise the whole city 
within the walls, excepting the close of the ca- 
thedral, which will be mentioned in the distinct 
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description of that church and it's liberty. Some 
of the above-named parishes, however, extend 
without the walls, and embrace other parts of the 
city, which it is needless here to specify. Each 
division provides eighteen commoners — the senior 
of whom presides over his particular ward ; and 
there is also a foreman^ or speaker, for the whole 
body. When any member dies, or resigns his 
office, the remainder present to the lord mayor 
and aldermen, upon oath, the names of three 
proper citizens, residing in the same ward as the 
preceding one ; from which list, one is chosen, to 
supply the place of the person deceased, or so re- 
signing. The individual chosen, is obliged to re« 
ceive the sacrament, take certain customary oaths, 
coincide with some other usual ceremonies, and 
then enter upon liis office. Thus is our House 
of Commons formed — while the aldermen and 
twenty- four constitute tlie Upper House, and 
the lord mayor, presiding over the whole, is the 
sovereign of the jurisdiction. 

The office of Chamberlain was formerly con- 
sidered highly honorable, it's duties being to col- 
lect the city's rents, and all other profits; also to 
take care of all plate, jewels, bonds, charitable 
bequests, &c., belonging to the city j but we find 
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that in the present day, the oflRce is rather 
shunned than courted. Chamberlains, however, 
possess considerable power, for no man can law- 
fully commence any trade or occupation in the 
city, without appearing before one or more of 
them, with the lord mayor, and being enrolled by 
them in a book of record. There were formerly 
eight or more annually chosen ; but, of late years, 
the number has been confined to six. They are 
elected on the same day as the lord mayor, in the 
following manner : The old chamberlains present 
to the Upper House, a list of the names of 
twelve (formerly sixteen) freemen of the city, 
proper to serve the office ; from which the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and twenty-four, choose six. 
After this, however, the chief magistrate has the 
power of crossing out one of the names so chosen, 
and of substituting another in it's stead, the 
latter being termed the lord mayor's chamber- 
lain." If any dispute should arise among the 
chamberlains, as to superiority, his lordship, if 
he thinks proper, may decide the point. 

In this oflSce, the son of an alderman always 
takes precedence of a merchant or other trades- 
man ; and every new chamberlain pays, at his 
election, six pounds thirteen shillings andfouir^ 

X 



pence, which utim iitclades all fees, &c» For this^ 
mys Drake, " he is ever after reputed a gentie^ 
Afoit." John Dodson, in 1489, refused to serve the 
^yffice, and was fined the sum of forty pounds* 

There were aliciently two Bridge Masters 
iklect^, as assistants to the chamberlains, whose 
duty was to take eare that the bridges, which in 
former ti^eil consisted chiefly of wood, were kept 
in proper repair ; but those officers being discon«> 
tinned in tlie first year of the reign of Charles 
the first, a City Steward was appointed, to 
collect th^ city's rents, &c. Mr. Atkinson, a 
most respectable architect of York, now fills this 
department. 

In addition to the preceding, is the office of 
Town Clerk. It is a place of great trust, and 
is more profitable than any other which the cor- 
poration of York has to bestow. The candidate 
for this office must be elected in the same manner 
as the recorder, and must also be approved by 
the king, before he can enter upon it. Richard 
Townend, esquire, at present occupies this office^ 
highly to his own credit, and to the satisfaction 
of the public. There are likewise several inferior 
officers, connected with the corporate body, but 
they are scarcely worth particularizing in this 
work. 



Two OoEOMBEfl are chosen by the votes of all 
ihe members of the corporation. Their jaria^ 
diet ion is for the city and ainsty, in any part of 
which they both have an equal right to act in 
their ofRcial capacity. A third coroner is ap« 
pointed for the liberty of St Peter, but the cor* 
poratiott of York have no interest in his election. 
Two Constables also are annually chosen, by the 
bendi and privy*council, for each parish. 

ancient anti Wtt$ent Coum. 

We have next to speak of the courts of law^ 
expresdy belonging to the city of York. Of 
these, the slieriff's courts, as ajociently held^ may 
certainly be termed the principal. They wene 
three in number— The Sheriffs' Ttim— Tli^ 
Couutjf Couri— and the Court of Commom 
Pleas. The first was held for inquiry into all 
criminal offences against the common law^ not 
prohibited by any statutes. The times and place 
of holding this court are described in the fol« 
lowing extract from Drake : The court of 
Sber^g^ Turn, incident to that oflBce, is kept 
twic^ a year— month ftfter JEaster and JMir 

Y2 
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cha^lmas. The sberiffs do, by castom, keep this 
eoart at a place called the Butts, at Dringhouses' 
towo end, in the weapontack of the AncityJ^^ 

The County Court was held, to hear and de» 
tennine all civil causes under forty shillings. 
From an old manuscript respecting the city of 
York, the following extract is taken, relative to 
this court: The sheriffs of York shall have 
their county court, in the same form as other 
sheriffs of England ought to have, with all the 
freedome that belongs thereto— And, the county 
court shall be holdcn on the Monday, and so it 
shall be holden from month to month, without 
end.'^ 

Tlie Court of Common Pleas was held> in 
order to determine any case whatever, cognizable 
in a court of common law. Respecting thb 
court, the manuscript already alluded to, says: 

The sheriffs of the city of York, do keep a 
court of record, within the same city, by pre- 
scription and custom ; where they hold pleas of 
debt, for any sum whatsoever— They have their 
court both of men of the city and of strangers, 
but in several degrees. The court between 
franchised men of the city, shall be three days in 
the week, and no more : i. e. Tuesday, Thursday, 
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^nd Saturday y bat if the one of the parties be a 
stranger and infranchised, then the court shall be 
every day except Sunday, for tlie ease of the 
stranger, at the will of the sheriffs/' 
* Such were the courts formerly held by the 
sheriffs of York ; but time^ the great innovator^ 
has introduced a new system. The three courts 
.iMive become consolidated, and these officers now 
hold a court in one of the rooms at the Guildhall, 
in the city, weekly, at their pleasure ; but gene- 
rally every Tuesdajf, where the busine^ of theif 
office is transacted. 

We now pass from th^ courts of the sheriiik, to 
those formerly held by the Lord Mayor. They 
were very numerous, but are now also become, 
in some degree, consolidated. The same busi- 
ness is, however, transacted by the same power, 
though in a rather different form, and therefore 
a description of the several courts is requisite. 

The court of Guild-Hall is a very ancient 
court of record, held as the name expresses, 
before the lord mayor and sheriffs of York, for 
the time being, for pleas, real, mixed, and 
personal ; and when any matter is to be argued 
or tried in this court, the recorder sits as judge, 
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with tb^ lord mayor and aheriffs> aIld^giTes TVle$ 
and Judgments ^berein.^ 

The court of Husimg^y the tame aa qne of 
that name in Guildhall, London, was ordained to 
be lield every ^onday. The privileges of thi^ 
pourt were vjsry peculiar, and are thus described 
ffi an ancient record : In this coiirt, deeds 
my be enroUed, ^recoveries may be passed, 
wills may be pfoyed ; replevins, writte of error, 
writts of right, pa^ptii^ ^fiiU of waste, writta of 
partitipp, and writts of dower, may be determined^ 
for any matters within the city pf Yprk and 
liberties thereof. 

The method pf enrolling deeds if thus :~ 
^rst, the parties that sealed the deed^ must go 
before the lord mayor, or the recofder and one 
fi^derman, and acknowledge it to \>e their a^t and 
fdeedrr^nd if a wi/e be a party, she is examined 
by them whether it was done freely by her, and 
without compulsion ; and then his lordship, &Cf 
sets his Of their hands, in testimony thereof. 
Then the deed must be delivered to the cl^rk of 
fhe enroUmepts, who will, at the court neict foi« 
lowing, cause proclamation to be made^ if any 
person can say any thing why the said deed shall 
pot be enrolled^ and then proceeds to enroll 
^he same. 
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^ A ieed enrolled iu this couii of GmldhmUy 
ia York> is accounted as j^d as a fine in com^ 
mon law ; for that it harrs the yffffe horn claiming 
her di^wer. 

When a will b to be proved ia the court of 
GuiUkaU, and if liieir evidence be fuU^ tb^ 
clerk of the enrollments wiU enter it upo|i re^ 
€ord^ which is the best way of proving willfi 
touching estates in the city of York^ and liberties 
thereof, &c. 

When any person would replevy goods 
York^ he must go to the protbonotary, or derk of 
the courts and give in the parttculars^ and sc^ 
curity to restore the goods or the value^ in case 
upon a tryal it jball appear the same did nojt 
belong unto him. And then the clerk wiU gure 
« warrant to cme of the sheriflb' officers, to caum^ 
the goods to be appraised, and to deliver them to 
the plaintiff. After the appraisement made^ an4 
the goods delivered, the officer must make return 
thereof to the clerk, &c., who will immediately 
thereupon certify the record thereof into thia 
«ourt, where the same must be decided. And if 
issue shall be joined, to try in whom the property 
of the goods was when the same were taken, % 
^ry must Jbe summoned to try the issue^ ^c^'' 

Y4 
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In addition to the preceding^ fieveral minor 
courts were also formerly held, viz.: — The 
Lord Mayor's Court, or Court of Mayor and 
Aldermen— The Court of Law and Equity — 
The Court for Correction of Offences — The 
Court for determining of Pleas— *The Court of 
Orphans — The Court of Common Council— The 
Court of Ward-mote— The Court of Hall-mote — 
The Court of Chamberlains— The Court of Co* 
roners-^The Court of Escheator — and the Court 
of Conservation of the river Ouse« 

Some of the above courts are yet held ; ' and 
though the remainder are not separately sum- 
moned as heretofore, the general tenor of each 
and all of them, is carefully and strictly attended 
to. For this purpose, tlie lord mayor sits at the 
Guildhall, for the administration of justice, aa 
well in his judicial, as in his n[iagisterial capacity, 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, between 
the hours of ivteke and two. In the admi- 
nistration of justice, his lordship is generally at- 
tended by one or more aldermen, and the law 
officers. 

The Court of Conservation of the River Ouse, 
is, however, held before the lord mayor, at any 
time he may appoint, within the respective counties 
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near the city. This is a very singular privil^e 
possessed by the chief magistrate of York> and 
therefore deserves particular notice. It is thus 
described in the old manuscript before meutioQed: 
The lord mayor^ aldermen, and recorder for 
the time being, four, three, or two of them, of 
.whom the lord mayor and recorder always to be^ 
have the conservation, and be justices to oversee 
and keep the waters and great rivers of Ouse> 
Humber, Wharfe, Derwent, Aire, Dun, as well 
in the county of York and Lincoln, and in the 
county of the city of York, that is the river 
Wharf Cj from the water and river of Ouse unto 
the town and bridge of Tadcaster— n/)mcKM/, 
unto the town and bridge of Sutton — Aire^ unto 
l^the town and pool of the milns at Knottingley— * 
JDtin, to the town and milns of Doncasteir, to 
correct and amend the defect thereof, and to the 
due execution of the statutes made for the like 
purposes, according to the strength, form, and 
effects, of the same, as well by their overseeing, 
advisements, and directions, as by inquisition to 
be taken thereupon within the liberties, and 
without, if at any time it shall be needful ; and 
to hear and determine upon the premises, ac- 
cording to the law and custom of the realm* 
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the Conqueror, the friars of ithe priory of St. 
Peter betrayed the city, by suffering Uie. forces of 
the Norman to pass through their religious bouse^ 
in the dead ,of night, and thus effect, what they 
could not do by force of arms.'^ 
. . On this subject, the same writer further ob- 
^rves^there . is a tradition that, the conqueror 
having raised the siege of York, accidentally met 
with two poor friars, who had been in quest of 
provisions, and were returning laden as ai^ve 
described. Those friars, induced by a promise of 
reward, betrayed the city into the hands of the 
Norman ; and thus gave rise to this custom, which 
wntinued till the dissolution of the priory of St. 
Peter. It's remembrance was kept up long after- 
wards, by the artizans of the city dressing one of 
their comrades, as a friar, whom they designated 
ffoul. This faint representation of that ancient 
custom is, however, now no longer practised. 
' Another singular custom, not more ancient, 
but certainly more cruel, still exists. St, Luke's 
day is known in York by the name of Whip^ 
Dog- Day J from a strange custom in use among 
boys here, of the lower classes, who whip all 
the dogs that are seen in the streets on that 
day. " Whence," says Drake, " this uncommon 



persecution took it's rise, is ancertam ^ yet^ 
thoogh it is certainly very old, I am not of 
opmion With some, that it is as ancient as the 
Romans. The tradition that I hare heard of 
it's origin, seems very probable^ that in times 
of popery, a priest celebrating tiaass at this 
festival, in some church in York, unfortunately 
dropped the pax after consecration ; which was 
snatched up suddenly, and swallowed by a dog 
that laid under the altar table. The profanation 
of this high mystery, occasioned the death of 
the dog ; and a persecution begUn, and has since 
continued on this day, to be severely carried on 
against his whole tribe in our city." 

Whatever may have been the cause of it^s 
origin, the practice is highly reprehensible^ To 
teazc and torture those faithful animals, as we 
see it annually done, is sufficient to drive them 
to madness ; whilst the ferocious delight which 
the practice excites and nourishes in the infant 
mind, must be highly detrimental to more vir- 
tuous impressions, and to the growth of refined 
sensibility. 

Under the impulse of those feelings, excited 
by having himself witnessed the evil effects of 
this cruel and barbarous custom, the author can- 
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not but liere express a hope that the chief ma'^ 
gistrate of this city^ and it's principal inhabitants, 
trUl> ere long, unitedlj' evince that the safieringa 
of the animal creation are not deemed unworthy 
tof their notice ; by a judicious interferepoe to pre*^ 
Tent the continuance of a practice, replicant 
to those benevolent feelings which characterise 
the name of Britons* 



Snd of vol. u 



York : Printed at the Herald-Office. 



APPETVBIX 



TO vol.. 1. 



OF THE HISTORY OF YORK, ^c. 



LATEST ACTS OF PARLIAMENT POR CLEANSING AND LIOHTINO THE 
STREETS, FOR IMPROVING TUB NAVIGATION OF THE RIVEA 
OUSEy &C. 



In the year 1763, ihe following Act wot oUained^ imiitukd, ^' An Ad 
for the heiter cleansing' and enlightening the Streets, Lanes, and pnhlie 
Ways of the City of York, and the Suburbs thereof, and of the Liberty 
of St, Peter within the said city ; and for keeping the same in Repair 
and fret from Awnayemee ; and for regulating the Hackney Coachmen 
and Cimrmen, Oitnun and Draymen, within the same," 



H ERIA8 the City of Yotk is the capital city of Pftasntit* 
the northern parts of England, and is a place of great 
resort, and mudi frequented by persona of distinction and tetiaia> 
whose residence there is of great benefit and advantage to the dtiiem 
of the said dty : And whereaa the atreets, lanea, and pablic ways «f 
the said dty, and the sabarba thereof, and of the liberty of St. PeMr 
within the aaid dty, are not safBdently li^^Med in the ni^t-tUDe, fixr 
the convenience or safety of the iahabitanti, or of passengers therein^ 
and the pavements of such streets, lanes, and public highways are 
not sufficiently cleansed or repaired, and are snlyect to many annoy- 
ances, which cannot be effisctually redressed without the aidandautho* 
rity of Parliament : May it therefore pleaae your Miyesty that it maf 
be enacted; aad be it enacted by ^ King's moat excellent Mi^jeaty, hf 
and with the adviae and consent of tht hnds ^iritual and tmpan^ 
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and commons in this present parliament assembled, and hj the «Qtho« 
rity of the same. That all and erery oocqpier and oc- 
^^^^^^ ^ cupieis of anj house or other boilding, tenement, gar- 
den^ or grounds adjoining to any street, lane, or pnUic 
way, within the dty, suburbs, or liberty aforesaid ; and the church- 
wardens of each of the parishes in the said city and suborbs, and the 
owners, head-officers, governors, directors, or managers of meeting- 
houses, halli^ and other public buildings and places within the said 
dty, suburbs, or L'berty, shall, firom and after the first day of May, 1 763, 
twice in every week, to wit, on every ^Tuesday and Saturday, between 
the first day of October and the first day of May, and once in every 
week, to wit, on Saturday between the first day of May and the first 
day of October, sweep and cleanse, or cause to be swept and cleansed, 
all the pavements bcfi>re or against their respective bouses, buildings, 
tenements, walls, gardens, and grounds, and before or against all 
diurches, chapels, and other public biHldings and places within the 
dty, suburbs, and liberty aforesnid ; and shall respectively cause all 
the dirt and soil, which shall be upon their said respective pavements, 
to be carried away fVom sudi pavements, the same day on which the 
same are hereby directed to be so swept and deanscd, before ann-set^ 
on pain that each person who shall be guilty of any neglect or de&ulti 
Penalt Ss id. "^^^ forfeit Ss. 4d. for every sudi neglect or 

^ ' defiiult, to be levied and recovered as hereafter men- 
tioned : And tliat in c:ise any such house, building, 

Vnoccupied tenement, garden, or '^roimds, shall be unoccupirxl. 
Tenements. , , ^ . ' , „ , 

and the pavements adjoimng thereto shall not be swept 

and cleansed, and the dirt and soil carried away therefrom at the times 
herein before directed, then the surveyors to be appointed as hereafter 
mentioned for the parish or place wherein such unoccupied house, 
building, tenement, garden, or grounds, shall be situate, shall, and are 
hereby authorized and requirf^ to cause mch pavements to be swept 
and deansed, and the dirt and soil to be carried away therefix>m, at 
the times herdn before directed, the expense whereof shall be charged 
to, and allowed by, the perishioners of sucli parish, in such snrveyora' 
accounts, and the amount of such expenses shall be charged upon, and 
paid by, the next succeeding occupier or occupiers of such bouse, 
building, tenement, garden, or grounds, to be levied and recovered as 
hereafter mentioned : And in case such succeeding occupier or occu- 
piers be a tenant, or tenants, then he or she shall and may, and ia 
hereby authorised to deduct, out of the rent of the same premiseat, 
what shall have been paid or recovered from him or her on that ac« 
ioont, and the same shall be allowed to hiu or her, by the owner or 
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owners of micli haam, boMing, teaaemakt, guden^ or groundsy 

And it is hereby f\irther enacted. That the mayor ^^^^^^^!f 
and oommonalty of the said city> and the dean and and 
chi^feer of the cathedral and metiopolitical church of Ckafitr, S^e. 
St. Pteter of York, and the sub-chanter and vicars *o.c!eause, ^c. 
choral of the same churdi> diall cause to be swept and dcansed, ontho 
reqpectiye days, and at the respective times aforesaid, all the market^ 
pbcesy bridges, and other pavements within the said city and saborbsy 
and within the said liberty, the maintaining whereof doth by vssge, 
prescription, or otherwise, respectively belong to the said mayor and 
commonalty, dean and chapter, sub-chanter, and vicars dMural ; and . 
shall cause all the dirt and soil thereof to be carried away from such 
pavements, on the same day on which the same are hereby directed to 
be so swept, under the like penalty of 4d. for every ^ ali of 
neglect or de&ult therein, to be paid by the steward 3/^4^. ^ 
of the said mayor and commonalty, and the receivers 
respectively of the said dean and chapter, and sab-chanter, and vicos 
choral, and to be levied and recovered aa hereafter mentioned. 

And it is hereby Aurtber enacted. That if any person 
or persons shall throw, cast, or lay, or cause, or wiL- Penalfy of An' 
fully suffer, to be thrown, cast, or laid, any hay or J^JJ^^*'"'*^ 
straw, or any wood, bricks, stones, cssks, scaffi>ld- 
gravd, whins, ashes;, manurej or other obstruo* 
tions or annoyances, into or in any of the said streets, lanes, or 
pubhc ways, (otlier than and exoqpt audi rubbish, earth, and dirt, as 
shall be occasioned by the erecting, repairing, or pulling down any 
building, or digging any fimndation, ceOar, or drain) and shall not 
cause the ssme to be cairi^ aw«y, and the pavement whereon the same 
shall have been hud to be wcQ swept and deanscd the ssme day befive 
8un-«et, and shall not also in the meantime leave sufficient room fbr 
carriages to pass safely by the same^^ such person or persons shall forfeit 
and p«y the sum of 5s. and the like sum ibr every day he, she, or ibef 
shall permit the ssme to contiiMie in any such street, lane, or publio 
way, to be levied and recovered as hereafter mentioned : And that all 
such rubbish, dirt, and other amioyanoes, as shall be j^^^^ ^ 
in any such street, lane, or public way, by reason of, BuildmJ^he 
and during the erecting, repairing, or pulling down removSassoom 
any bulding, or the digging any foundation, cellar, fupoisthie, ani 
or drain, shall be carried away, and the pavements ^^^^y^^j^HL 
whereon the same shall have been hud, shall be well UJbushed. 

Aa« 
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iwept nd dfitnsed betoe the end of ererj neek, and wldle such vub- 
biah shall remain in any such street^ lane, or pahlic way, snffideat 
room shall be left far cunages to pan by the saipe; and in case such 
work shall not be finished in one week, then all such dirt, mbbiah, or 
other annoyanee, fjtuiSl be carried away, and the pavements whereon 
the same shall have been laid, shall be well swept and deansed erery 
Saturday, during the continuance of ■uch work, before son-aet ; and 
Light (o be * "'^ sufficient light shall be placed every 

hungtmtinthe Bight befbre suii-Aet, and lospt burning all night, so 
meantime. ^ ^j^g^ ^ rubbish, dirt, or 

other annoyance, oocasioBed by any such work, shall be left, or where 
any pavements shall be broke up for any purpose whatsoever, and left 
open and unpaved afyr sun^aet, that sud^ place may be diatinedy seen 
and avoided by passengers i on pain that any person finr whom anch 
work shall be done, or who shall have die direction and management 
^ « . - thereof, shall forfeit and pay die sum of 10s. for every 
OnPenaIt,of „^ec» «r de&uk h«m. to W letied «ul 

hereafter mendoned : And that no person riiall, onany 
Other An90Sh pretence whatsoever, hoop, wash, cleanse, or fire for 

bending, or cause to be hooped, washed, deanaed, or 



fired for bending, any cask^ tub, or other yesad ; or slaughter, or ( 
to be slaughteredf any catde, calves, sheepj Iambs, or swiue^ in «ny 
such street, lane, way, or public passa^ ; or throw any dirt, rubbidi, 
dung, or other filtji, into any public or private drain, vault, or sink, in 
^j// ^^^y* suburbs, or liberty^ on pain of forfeiting 

the sum of lOs. for every sudi offence, to be levied and 
recovered as hereafter mentioned : And that no person shall, on any 
pretence whatsoever, set, place, or keep, or pause, or wilfUUy suffer, 
„ . , to be set, placed, or kept, any shop, ptall, shed,, table, 
Strcels, bench, or seal, or any vessel or basket, m any aucfa 

street, lane, or public way, for tlie sale of fruit, toys, 
or any other wares, (except only in the public market-places of the 
said city on m&rket-days, or foir-days) on pain of foritridng the sum 
n / . o J J of Ss, 4d. for every such offence, to be levied and reoo- 

vered as hereafter mentioned : Apd also that no persoi* 
tliall pick or sift any dirt, dust, or ashes, in any street, lane, or pub) e 
way within the said dty, sulmrbs, or liberty aforesaid, on pain of ft 
fdting the like sum for every such ofibnce, to be levied and recover I 

in like manner: And that no w9g^on, cart, or othi ; 

Camoffes not cajriase, shall remcin longtr in any such street, Ian 
to ri main long , vi * 

in (he <b7retrf?, or pubhc way, than whilst the came ten be €0D .«^ 

i^Vf nienUy loaded or unlc&ded, and not after it is d ix^^ 
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nor wkhiNit wae pemm able to guide the baaei drawu^ the aai^ 
aer 80 as to obstruct or binder otber carriages P«ni^ hf 

tfae same: And tbat no ooecb^ cbaise, cart, wuggpsts or olber canai^ 
or an J part thereof, shall be aet in any such street, lane, or public waj 
to make or mend ; and that no empty coach or chaise shall ronaia 
longer in any such street, lane, of public way, than whilst the same ia 
in waiting for company, nor without some person aUe to guide die 
bones drawing the same : And that no perpon shall torn out or driTi^ 
or cause to be turned out or driven, any hone or hones loose and on- 
guided into or in any such street, lane, or public way: And that tm 
driver of eny coach, chaise, waggon, cart, or other whed canii^ or 
dray, nor any person or persons riding or leading any horse <xr hona^ 
shall, without necessity, drive, ride, or lead the asms upon the fkg^ 
stones designed for foot-passengers, or so near the bouaes in any ctlim 
said streets, lapes, or public ways, that fix>t-pas8eBgeca ca^t aafis^ 
pass by the saipe, on pain that any driver of any auch coach, chais^ 
<^t, waggon, or other carriage, or any coach«maker, wheel-wrig^, or 
other person, who shall, by act or wiliy de&nlt, o&nd in the ptth 
mises, shall Surfeit and pay the sum of ^ for each ^ p^ntjf ^ 
o£^ce, to be levied and recovered aa hereafter men- ^ ^ 

tioned. 

And for Uie keeping tbe pavementa of the said dty, 
suburbs, and liberty, in good repair and order. Be it ^^^vp^ ^ 



f\ird)er enacted by the authority afofesaid. That ail Tmemenit 
and every occupier or occupiers of any house, building, keep their 
garden, or grounds, a^joinn^ to any street, lane or ^t^^ts m 
public way within the dty, suburbs, or liberty afoie- 
said, and the owner or owners of any such house, buildii^ gardoi, m 
grounds, bdng empty, or untenanted, or unoccupied, respectively, and 
the churchwardens of each of the parish churdies wit^ the said c(ty« 
and the owners, governors, directors, wardens, or managers of all 
meeting-houses, halls, or public buildings, within the city, suburbia 
^d liberty afimaaid, shsll, before the 99th day of September, 17^ 
put into good and suffident repair, and ton thenceforth keep weQ and 
suffidently repaired, all the pavements within the ssid dty, sulnuiMii 
and liberty, which, by tenure, uaage, or otherwise, ou£^ t to be by them 
ret^ectively repaired and maintained: And also that the may<ir tfii 
commonalty oi the said dty, and the said dean and chapter, and the 
said 8ub>chanter and vicars chord of the said liberty, respectiveijr^ 
shall, before the 29th day of September, 1763, cause all the pavemolv 
within the said dty, suburbs, and liberty, which, b^ tcpu:^e, us^, of 
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oAerwiae^ ought to be Tqnired and nudiitaiiwd it the dmigea of the 
8tid mayor and commonalty^ dean and chapter, sab-chanter, and vicava 
choral, respeetiTely, to be put into like good and mffident repair, and 
flrom thehoefinrtfa to be kept well and aolEdeBtly repaired : And that 
when any pavement in the aaid dty, saburba, or liberty, Aall be kid 
anew, or repaired, the same shall be laid upon a lerel with the adjoin* 
ing pavements on eadi side thereof, and with a soiBcieBt alope ftr the 
water to run off towards the diannd; and in csae any a«eh oeeapaera 
or owners, chureh-wardeiiB, governors, directors, or msnsgfni aa afbie- 
aaid, shall neglect to repsir and make good sudi pavemeats in manner 
aforesaid, for the space of ten days after notice given thcteof to the 
person or persons, body politic or corporate, who ong^t to maiPtain 
mich pavement, (whidi notice the mayor, or any justice of the peace 
of the ssid dty, or any justice of the peace fbr the asid liberty, 
or the surrey ors to be nominated or appointed aa hereafter men- 
tioned, or any of diem, are or is hereby required to give, or ccnae 
to be given) then the surveyors of the respective pariahea and places 
wherein audi neglect or de&olt shall be, or any two or more jus- 
ticea of the peace within whose jurisdiction nidi pavements ahall lie, 
ahall and may, and they are hereby authorised and required to order 
and appoint sudi person or persons, as Uiey respeetivdy shall think fit, 
cflbctually to repair and make good the same, or cause the same to be 
m lepaired and made good, at the diarges of sudi ooeupicr or ooca« 
piers, owner or owners, churdiwiidens>, govenMrsii directors, or ma-* 
aagers, respectively, who is or are re^Mctivdy liable by law, to repair 
and make good the same : And in case any audi person or persons, ao 
liable, shall refVise to pay the chaigea of such paving or repairing as 
aibresaid upon demand, any two or more such justices shafl and may, 
and are hereby authorised and required, by warrant under their handflt 
and seals, to levy and raise, by distress and sale of the goods and diat- 
tds of the person or perkms so revising, such sum of money as will 
answer and pay the diarges and expenses of sudi paving and repairing 
as aibresaid, and also the charges and expenses attending such distress 
and sale, leaving the overplus in the hands of the constable, fbr the 
use of the owner or owners of such goods and chattds : And in caae of 
such de&ult in the said mayor and commonalty, dean and chapter, or 
sub-dianter and vicars choral, respectively, such penally shall be paid 
by and levied upon their several oiBcer or agent, called the dty 
steward, or receivers of the said dean and chapter, sub-chanter, fo^l 
vioars choral. 
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And it if hereby further entcted^ Thtt when any 
ptvement in the nid city, mibnrbtf, or liberty^ shall be 
Idcen up fiir thepnrpoee of hyingn fixing, or repairing, 
any pipe or ^pes under the same, finr conveying water 
ttcm the water-works in the aaid city to any hooae or 
hnilding, the pavement so tdcen up thtlXi, within one day after such 
pipe or pipes ia or are sohdd, fixed, or repaired, be well and sufficiently 
renewed and made firm and level with the rest of such pavement, to 
the satisfiictioii of the person or persons, body poUdc oroorpomte, whi^ 
ahall by law be bound to keep sudi pavement in repair ; and in the 
meantime, until die same is repafaed, the owner, agent, or manager of 
audi wattr-*works, shall, at his own charges, fix up ft sufficient lig^t so 
Bear the place so dug up, that the aame may be dbtlnetly aeen, and 
ahall eontinne such light fipom sun-^et to sun-rising, on pain that audi 
Owner, agent, or manager of such water-wmrks shall fiirfeit and pay 
the sum of 10s. fiar every neglect or de&ult in not 
so repairhig any pavement so dug up, or not fixing up 
and continuing such light as afbresaid, to be levied and 
recovered aa hereafter mentioned. 

Provided always. That it ahall and may be lawftil 
Ibr die said mayor and commonalty to cauae any of the 
roads in the suburbs of the said city, which they so 
ought to repair as afisresaid, to be thrown up and co- 
veted with atone and gravel in the manner of tumpike- 
roida, so aa such roads be kept constantly well covered with good 
gravel, and in good order and condition, on the penalty afixresaid. 

I^vided also. That nothing herein contained shall 
extend to charge any person or body corporate with the 
repairs of any such streets, or public paasagea or plaoea, who or whidk 
ia not by law now chargeable with the repairs thereof. 

And it is hereby fhrther enacted. That the wheels 
of ^ every waggon, cart, or other oanriage of the like 
kind, kept or used finr carrying gooda or other things 
ftr hire, within die aaid dty, snborfaa, or liberty ; and 
die wheeb of every waggon, cart, or odicr audi carriage, in whidi 
bricks, dies, stonos, or gravd ahall be carried within the aaid dty, 
suburbs, or liberty ; or in whidi ooab are carried firom the river Ouse, 
or any coal-yards in the said dty, subnrba, or liberty, to be dehveied 
in the aame dty, suburbs, or liberty ; and die wheda of every dray; 
ruUy, or other carriage of the like construction, car used or to be used 
^ the Wk» purpoasa Ji ndkea me now used te, «n4 whjdi dtfU bsi 
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dnwB and uied within the said city or the sabnrbB tbereol^ or Ubertf 
aforesaid, for hire» dMdi, after the 5th day of Aprils hm umig 

with iSdIiea six inches broad at the least, and of a flat eren w ur het in 
every part of sndi fellies ; and $ho that mo more than 
^m^'^lk^ one ton ofany sort of liquid than bedimwiintawtiM 
tmTimtflA» uponany such rnUy, or other ouTMige of the like eon- 
fmi at one atniction as ndHes, on pain that the owmer or < 



driver or driTCTs, of any such waggon^ caot, dnj, iwSkf, 
or other carriage of the like oonstmetian, need or to be «sed ftr hire 
ftr the like purposes which mllies are now naedy ttidl wlis^h shsB 
be 80 used or drawn after the aid 5th day of April, 176*, with nay 
whed or wheels, the fellies of whidi shall be leas then ant inches 
broad, ml not of a flat even snrfiioe in every part thcveo^ and ihs 
owner or owners, driver or drivers, of any sndi niUy, or odser emak^ 
of the like constmctiin, on whidi more than one ton of a^gr wt sf 
liquid shall be dravm at one time, shall respectively, for erery MinUy 
Ch Penaity of snd pay the sum of 5s. to be levied aid noa* 

5«. each wred as afiNnesaid. 

And for the better lighting the said city wA 
I^Pf' voburbs, and Hberty aftresaid, m the lugliUtinM, la 

it ftirther enacted by the authority afimaid. That, fhim and after dK 
115th day of June, 17^, audi a number of lamps as are 
mentioned in the schedule hereonta snnexcd, marked widi the 1 
A A, and intituled, A tckedm/e, showimfr the nmmber cf f mm$ p^ io ie fimi 
np and lighted in each parish and place within the eiiy of Yctrk^ 
thereof, and liberttf of St. Peter, within the mid city, with the < 
at which the same are to be fixed in the principal straets amd plmets, 
be provided by such parodiial rates and assenments as aie 
expressed, in the several and respective parishes snd pLaoes within the 
said dty, and the suburbs thereof, and within the said liberty ; ani 
that all such lamps shall be bell kraps, and eleven indies in i 
and an as near as possible of the same kind and goodneaa in sll i 
and shall be dther fixed vrith irons sgainst the walls of die 
lance, and public ways of the said respective parishes cr jJarr a, or nan 
strong posts fit to support the same ; and that, from and alter the tet 
day of October, 1763, all such lamps shall be lighted at nm itt every 
evening, and kept burning till tvrilight every morning;, ftona die fnt 
day of October to the Slst day of March indusive in every year, ani 
during the week of the annual horse-rsces at or near Yo^ ; md waA 
number of Ismps shall be so provided for and kept fixed up as afixe- 
said in each of the ssid parishes and plaocs withiii tlia sud ci^t 
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Bulrarbs^ tad liberty, as is particularly specified and expreaaed in the 
aaid achednle herein before referred to aa aforesaid. And it is hereby 
fbrther enacted. That, in aach atreeta and places where the distance 
between one lamp and another ia not fixed by the aaid achedule, not 
exceeding forty yards on the aame aide (»f the way, the lampa ahall be 
placed in aath placea, abd at anch distaticea, within the said dty and 
■uburbs, aa the three aldermen of the (respective wdrda in which such 
atreeta and places shall be respectively aitnated, and the two surveyors, 
and one of the collector^ for the time beitig, to be ajqxnnted in pur- 
suance of this act for such respective parishes, or the migdr part 6f 
them ; and, within the aaid liberty, aa two justices Of the peace of the 
said liberty (one Of whom to be the dean Or a reaidentiary of the aaid 
cathedral church) and the tWo aurveyots thereof, or the nugor part of 
them, shall think fit, ao aa no ^ch lamp be fixed fkrther from the end 
of each such parish in the said dty and suburbs than twenty yarda ; 
and that the said aldermen, surveyors, and collectors, reflectively, or ^ 
the nu^jor part of them, if they find it necessary, may add any nnmber 
of lampa, not exceeding tWo in each or any of the pariahea in the aaid 
dty and suburbs, to the number specified in the schedule hereunto 
annexed ; and that such two justices and surveyors of the said liberty, 
or the mijor part of them, may add any number of lampa, not exceed- 
ing five in the said liberty mcace than the number respecting them in 
the said annexed achedule. 

And it ia hereby ftirther enacted. That the chaHgei of parchaain§f 
and providing audi a number of lampa as diall be necessary to be pur« 
diased, to make up the number to be fixed and set up in each of the 
aaid parishes and places within the dty, suburbe, and liberty aforesaid^ 
and the irons, poats, and Other materials necessary and requiaite finr 
fixing and supporting the aame, aa well aa the charges Of lighting, at- 
tending, and dressing all the lampa in the aaid respective pariahea and 
places, shall be paid out of the first year'a rate or asaeaament which 
ahall be made upon the iaid pariahea and placea respectively, aa hete« 
after mentioned ; and the fbtoie charges of lighting;, attending, dreas- 
ing, and repairing all auch lampa in each of the said pariahea and 
placea, from time to time, ahall be paid by and out of the annual 
ntes and aaaeasmenu to be made upon the said respective paritfhea and 
l^aees, as hereafter mentioned. 

Bb. 
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ParishmnersSf And for Che better and more efiectiul exeeadoU of 
^^J^^*^^/^ this act, and for defraying the expense of buying^ aet- 
gearSfupwardt up, and maintaining the said kmpa, and mpplj" 
to choose Sur» nig the same with proper materials, it is hereby ftuther 
^ !^ enacted. That the inhabitants of each of the parishes 
Asteuort and extra-parochial places of the said city of York, 
^wfori of and the suburbs thereof, andof the libertyof St. Peter 
' within the said dty, who shall be rated and tmscssed 

to the iand*tax at four pounds by the year, or upwards, for any tene- 
ment or tenements in each such parishes or places respectively^ or in 
the said liberty, and no other person or persons, are hereby authoriased, 
empowered, and required to assemble and meet on the first Wedmetduy 
in June, 17$$, and on the first Wednesday in June in every year fok- 
lowing, between the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon> in the 
vestry of their respective parish churches, or in some other proper 
7^ tiee i be (public notice having been first given thereof in 

given* respective parish churches of the said dty and 

suburbs, on the Sunday next before such intended 
meeting, immediately after divine service, and in the sessions-hall, or 
court-house, for the liberty of St Peter aforesaid, at the general quarter 
Aeasions for the said hbcrty, or any adjournment thereof next pre- 
ceding the said first Wednesday in June in every year; whidi notice 
the churchwardens of each such parish, and the derk of the peace for 
the said liberty^ at such sessions or the adjournment thereof, shall, and 
are hereby required to cause to be given ;) and on the day of such first 
meeting, or on any other day or days before the 25 th day of the same 
montli of June, (of which the like public notice shall be given as afiire- 
said) the said inhabitants so assembled, or the m^jor part of them, 
shall and may, and ore hereby required to nominate and appoint four 
mibstantial inhabitants of each of the said respective parishes, and of 
the said liberty, respectively, then being householders in the parish or 
place for which they shall be so appointed, and liable to serve parish 
offices therdn, two of which four persons shall be appointed by the 
inhabitants of the said parishes, places, and liberty, respectively, to be 
surveyors of the streets, lanes, and public ways within the respective 
parishes and Umits for which they shall be so chosen and appointed as 
aforesaid, and also' assessors of the rates and assessments to be made 
upon the said respective parishes and places, for the purposes hereafter 
mentioned ; and the other two of such four persons, so to be nomi- 
tiated, shall, by the rest of such inhabitants respectivdy so assembled, 
or the major part of them, be appointed ooUectors of the same rates 
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and duties ; and such respective persons^ so to be appointed fsarrejotj^ 
of such streets^ Lmes^ and public ways^ are hereby authorized und rew 
quired to cause this act, and every clause and provision herein^, to be 
duly observed and put in execution within their several parishes and 
limits, respectively, and the several forfeitures and penalties which 
shall or may become due or payaUe for the brea^ thereof, by virtue 
of this act, to be duly levied, recovered, and applied, from thne to 
time, according to the true intent and meaning of this act : And such 
surveyois and collectors respectively, so to be nominated and appointed, 
shall serve and execute the said offices and employments respectively 
from the 25th day of June in each year, for one whole year next en« 
suing, and till other such officers shall be so nominated and appointed 
in their room : And in case any person, so nominated j ^ ^ 
.or appointed, shall happen to die or remove out of the j^gath^ 
said parish or place, for which ho was so appointed sur- others ^ia 
veyor or collector as aforesaid, before his year is ex- 
pired, or shall refaae or n^ect to take upon him such office; jxk igxf 
of those cases the churchwardens of the parish or place te . which sach 
person, so dying, removed, or refUsing to act (in case such parish or 
place be within the said dty or suburbs) on the next Sunday after such 
vacancy shall have haj^ned ; and the derk of the peace for the said 
liberty (in case such vacancy shall happen within the same) at the next 
general quarter-sessions for the said liberty, or any adjournment pre- 
vious thereto, shall give such public notice, as herein before mentioned, 
of such vacancy, and of the day on which ^ch inhabitants as afore- 
said of the same parish or place are required to meet to supply the 
same ; and such inhabitants as aforesaid of the same parish or place 
shall and may^ and are hereby required to meet, on the day for which 
such notice shall be so given, in the vestry of the same pariah, or in 
such other proper place as aforesaid, and then and there they, or the 
major part of them, shall nominate and appoint some other subatantial 
householder of the same parish or place, liable to serve parish offices 
as aforesaid, to supply such vacancy alopg with the other surveyor or 
collector (as the case may happen to be) of the same parish, or place, 
till the annual day of election of surveyors and QoUectora then next 
^ensuing ; and to act in the meantime with the same powep and au- 
thority in all respects, as if such person had been nominated one of the 
said surveyors at such annual day of election as aforesaid. And it is 
hereby further enacted. That every person, who shall be so annually 
jK>ininatcd and appointed to any such office or employment as afpre- 
I9id^ or who ibaU be so nominated and appointed in the room of aQ]t 

Bb9 
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other penon so dying, remoyed^ or xefludng to act, ihall, within tm 
days after such appointment^ accept of aach office or einploymeiit to 
frhich he shall be so appointed in pursuance of this act, an4 signiQf 
fuch his acceptance by ?nriting under his hand, in the public book to 
be kept for the purpose of entering the accounts of such surveycHra in 
each of the said parishes and places ; a^d if any person, so nominated 
and appointed, shall neglect or reftise so to accept of the o^^ce or em« 
floyment to ivhic|i he shall be so appointed in pursuance of this act, 
RMiiii^ such person, so neglecting or revising, shall forfeit the 

fiiM, sum of 51. to be levied and recoTcred aa hereafter 

mentioned^ and to be paid to the acting suireyor or 
fury^yors of the same parish, to go and be applied fbr and towards the 
expense of lighting and maintaining the lamps in the parish or place 
|br which such ^terson hath so neglected or refused to aerve. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That so much of 
Fiacettohean* ^trtei called New-Street, otherwise Cumberland' 
nexed to certain Row, as is deemed to be extraparochial, shall be oon-i 
iaraA4r*>r <^ ^^c^ and taken to be within the parish of St. Mtw^ 
f^T^mesoj ^.^^ Conetf'Streetj in the said city, fbr all the pnipoees 
0^' this act, a^d sl^ll be within the survey of t|ie sor* 
Teyors of the said parish of St. Martin, herein before mentioned ; 
and that the place called Mint-Yard, and so much of the street called 
Lendal, as is deemed to be extraparochial, shall be construed and taken 
to be within the parish of St. Wilfred in the said city, ^r all the pur- 
poses of this act, and shall be vnthin the survey of the surveyors of the 
■aid parish of St. Wilfred herein before mentioned, in the same Tnann<»r 
as if the said respective places had been anciently within the said 
respective parishes : But that to all other purposes to which thia act 
doth not extend, the said respective places, or so much thereof as is or 
arc now extraparochial, shall from henceforth continue and remain, as if 
this act had not been made, any thing herein contained to the contrary 

notwithstanding. 

Boies to he hereby fiirther enact d. That from and after 

ftiad^ ^ ike '^^^ ®^ several persons who 

Survryttrs Jor shall be nominated and appointed surveyors of the said, 
j^vidtn^nd respec^ve parishes and liberty, shall, within fourteen 
*b s P^' af^r they shall be so respectively appointed in 
every year, meet at some public place within their respective pariahea 
imd limits, (notice of every such meeting being always given in their 
respective parish churches as atbrcsaid, fbr the said city and suburbs^ 
the Sunday next before such meeting, immediately after divii^e 9en(jg^ 
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'•nd in the aaid Be88ion»-ha]l^ or court-house^ for the said libefty^ three 
days befiirc every such meeting ; which notice the surveyors of each of 
the said respective parishes^ or one of thcDij^ and the constable of the 
said liberty, are or is hereby required to give or cause to be given) and 
then and there the said surveyors, or one of them, together with sudi 
ether parishioners and inhabitants of their said respective parishes^ and 
of the said liberty, respectively, being then assessed to the land-tax 
at 4/. by the year, or upwards^ as shall be there assembled, or the 
major part of them^ shall and may, and are hereby empowered and re- 
quired to make a nite or assessment upon all houses and pubhc or pri- 
vate buildings of every kind, which, at the time of the making of any 
such rate, are assessed or assessable to the land-tax (coiurts of justice^ 
hospitals, alms-houses, and work-hovises for the poor, only excepted ;) 
and upon all firontsteads, yards, orchards, and gardens, assessed or 
assessable to the land-tax, situate, lying, and being within the said pa*i 
rishes respectively, and within the said liberty ; such rate and assess- 
9ient to be a charge upon the occupier or occupiers of the premises so 
rated, in case there be a known occupier or occupiers thereof ; and if 
not, then to be a charge upon the owner or ownera thereof respectively; 
and in pose of such public buildings, then to be a charge upon anj 
person or persons who shall act as owner or owners, governor or go- 
vernors, director or directors thereof respectively, and to be made by 
gn equal pound-rate in proportion as the same premises are o? shall bo 
assessed to the land-tax ; which rate and assessment, when so made in 
pursuance of this act, together with a duplicate thereof, shall be signed 
and confirmed by two or more justices of the peace of the said city and 
eoimty of the same, for and in respect of the respective parishes in the 
9aid city and suburbs, and by two justices of the peace of the said ^ 
berty, for and in respect of the said liberty. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That after such ^ ^ eoUeeled 
j*ate or assessment shall be so made and confirmed as Qfiarierty. 
aforesaid, one part thereof, so signed and confirmed, 
shall be kept by the said surveyors, or one of them, and the dupHcatp 
thereof, so signed and confirmed, shall be delivered by the said sur* 
veyors, or one of them, to the two persons who shall then be cQllecton» 
appointed as aforesaid, of the rates and assessments to be made by vir« 
tue of this act ; and such collectors, or one of them, are hereby re« 
quired, without any other warrant, to demand and collect quartedy 
the several simns specified in 9^ch rate or assessment, of and from the ^ 
jKveral persons who ought to pay the same by the true meaning of thi» 
iCt» and to give receipts, in writing uoder their hends, (if reqvixe^^ 
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fbr what ihey shall so receive ; and the same, when so collected aafl 
received^ shall he paid over quarterly hy the said collectora^ or one of 
iSbem, to the then sorreyors of the same parish or place fbr whidi such 
XEte shall have been made^ to be applied as hereafter is directed ; which 
said surveyors shall give receipts, in writing under their hands^ to the 
said collectors for what they shall so receive. 

On default of ^ hereby fiulhcr enacted. That if in any 

tpointment P^ns^ place, parishes or places, within the said dty, 
Survtyart suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, no such surveyors shall 
Faruhesy \^ appointed in any year, within the time herein befi»e 
poinL^'^^ limited and prescribed for that purpose, or such an- 
nual rate shall not be made, as is herein before di« 
lected, within the time for that purpose herein before limited, then 
the mayor and any two other justices of the peace of the said dty and 
county of the same, (in case such defoult shall be in any of the pa« 
rishes of the said dty and suburbs) or any two such justices at the 
said liberty, (in case such defoult diall be in any place within the said 
liberty) shall and may nominate and appoint two of the most suh- 
stontial inhalntants of the respective parish or place, parishes or places^ 
wherein sudi default shall be, liable to serve parish offices therem, to 
))e the surveyors for such respective parish or parishes, place or places^ 
till the thep next annual day of election of sorveyors as aforesaid^ 
which surveyors, so by the said justices to be appointed, shiill have the 
same powers and authority, and shall be subject to the same penalties 
and forfdtures in aU respects, as if they had been nominated by the 
parishioners and inhabitants of such parish or place as aforesaid ; and 
And the like in annual rate or assessment shall not be 

Case of Default made as aforesaid, for any parish or place, parishes or 
cf making plapes, within the said dty or suburbs, within tba 
time herdn before limited for that purpose, then the 
add mayor, or any two other justices of the peace of the sdd dty and 
county of the same, (in case such rate shall be neglected to be made i 
any of the parishes of the said dty or suburbs) or any two justices of 
the said liberty, (in case such rate shall be so neglected to be made in 
the said liberty) sliall and may, and are hereby authorized and re* 
quired to make and settle such rates and assessments, as ought to have 
been made by the sdd surveyors, in each such parish or place within 
the sdd dty or suburbs, or liberty aforcsdd, by the true meaning ot> 
this act ; which rates and assessment, so made by the sdd justices 
respectively, shall, in those cases, be as valid and effectual, to all in- 
tcpt^ and purposes, to be dc^ioxidcd^ collected^ and levied^ as if tb(^ 



tette luul heea made in the manner herein hefbre first mentioned i 
And such jusdoes respectively shall alao» in such cases only, nominate 
«Bd appoint two substantial inhabitants of such respectiye parishes and 
places as aforesaid, to be collectors of the rates so by them to be made 
«8 aforesaid ; and such surteyors and collectors, so by them to be no- 
minated and appointed as aforesaid^ shall and are hereby required to 
take upon them the said offices respectively, and to execute the saoM 
in all respects as if they had been nominated by such parishes. and 
places respectively, on pain of forfeiting the like penalties as are herein 
before inflkted for n^Iecti«g or refusing to execute such bfficea 
respectively^ upon the nomination of the said respective parishio»e|< 
and inhabitants thereto. 

And it is hereby i\irther enacted. That if any person or persons, 1)y 
whom any such notice ought to be given as aforesaid, shall wilfUly re« 
toe or neglect to give, or cause to be given, such notice in the prqp^ 
perish ehurch of the said city and suburbs, or in such sessions-hallt, or 
by the constable for the said liberty, as is herein before directed or re-* 
quired, or to assess or collect such rates and assessments as aforesaid, 
being thereunto appointed aa aforesaid, tfvery such person shall, te 
every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of "five 
pounds, to be levied and recovered as herein after men- ^"''"^^j^J^ 
tkmed, to be iq»plied towards the expense of lighting ^ 
the lamps in the parish or place in respect whereof 
9uch offence shall be committed. 

And it is hereby fiirtber enacted. That in case any jf^^fei iobeh^ 
^rson or persons, so rated and assessed as aforesaid, viedbyDittreis 
shall peftwe or neglect to poy the sum or sums of ^^^^^ ^ 
money at which he, she, or they shall be so rated or 
fBsessed, for the space of four days after the same shall be demanded 
as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said collecton 
respectively, by warrant under the hands and seals of two cxr more of 
the justices of the peace within whose jurisdiction the party or parties 
so neglecting or refUsing shall respectively reside, to levy the money, 
so revised or n^lected to be paid, by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the person or persons so refusing or n^kcting^ together 
with all the costs and charges of such distress and sale, rendering the 
overplus (if any be) to the owner or owners of such goods and chattels 

And it is hereby fUrther enacted. That in case any 
money, received by any such collector or collectors, by j^^^j ^ 
virtue of any such rate or assessment, sludl at any time made upbg.(m 
lit lost by the insolvency of ^y sudi collector or .col- ^MesimtnL 
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leeCm^ then a new or additional assessment or asBessnients shall 
' made by the sunreyors for the time being, and parishioners of the same 

parish^ or inhabitants of the said Hberty, where such loss shall hap- 
' pen, or the major part of them, at a public meeting to be by them hdd 
- ftr that purpose, (such notice having been first given thereof hj such 

•orveyors as aibresaid) fbr the supplying and making up such lots ct 

deficiency, and also the charges necessarily occasioned by or ott aooofonC 

Oftheaame. 

. ,^ And whereas seteral houM in die Mid cfty and 
Cate^fHoiues suburbs, and in the said liberty, are, by the lattdk»ds 
' kt in several or owners tlicreof, let out in divers tenements to se- 
jBWtt^ TViu?. J tenants, whereby it is difficult to rate and aaaess 

such houses, or to recover such rales and 



when made, for remedy whereof be it enacted by the audiority afive- 
' said. That the owner or owners of all such houses or t^ements^ which 
' shall be so let' to or occupied by two or more tenants^ shall and may be 
' lated and assessed in and towards any annual rate or assessmait to be 
made, as herein befbre directed ; and the sum or sums, at which the 
Mpective owners of such houses or tenements shall be so rated^ shdl 
be demanded of, and shall be liable to be paid by, any two or move of 
the occupiers of any part or parts of such houses or tenements : And 
in case any occupier or occupiers of any part of such houses or tene- 
ments shall refuse or neglect to pay the same fbr the space of fixirdays 
afU'r the same shall be demanded, then the same, or so mudi thereof 
.as shall not be so paid, shall be levied by distress and sale of the 
' goods or chattels of him, her, or Aem so refusing, In like manner as 
other like rates and assessments may be levied and recovered by vii^toe 
of this act ; and such occupier or occupiers of such houses or tenements, 
$s and are hereby required to pay the sum or sums of money, whiA 
tfiall be 90 rated and assessed on the owner or owners theiieof^ in pur* 
snance of this act ; and such occuj^er or occupiers is and are hereby 
authorised to deduct the same out of his, her, or their rent, (mdess 
there be an actual agreement between them and their respective land- 
lords to the contrary) and the said landlords, both mediate and imme^ 
diate, according to their respective interests, are hereby required to 
' allow such deductions and payments upon receipt of the resklue of 
their rents ; and every tenant paying such assessment or assessments, 
shall be acquitted and discharged for so much money as the asid as- 
sessment or assessments shall amount unto, in the same manner as if 
the same had been actiudly paid to such person or persons to whom 
llti, her, or their rent should have been due «^ payal^^ so «a thorn 
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be no sach agnement betweoi such respectiTe tenants and their Iand« 
lords to the contrary. 

And be it ftirther enacted by the authority afbre- cote qf Oe» 
said. That when any person or persons shall come into, atfiert renunv^ 
or occupy any house, ground, or tenement, chaigeaUe 
with any assessment by yirtue of this act, out of or 
£rom which any other person, so assessed, shall be removed, or which, 
at the time of making such assessment, was empty or unoccuj^ed, tha( 
then every person so removing from^ and every person so coming into 
or occupying the same, shall be liable to pay to such assessment va 
proportion to the time that such person occupied the same respectivdy, 
in the same manner, and under the like penalty of distress, as if sodi 
person so removing had not removed, or such person so coming in or 
occupying had been originally rated in such assessment; which said 
proportion, in case of dispute, shall be ascertained and determined by 
two or more justices of the peace within whose jurisdiction such assess* 
ment shall be due and payable. 

And it is hereby fiirther enacted. That it shall and Surveyors io 
may be lawftd Bur the said surveyors of the said re* contract for 
spective parishes within the said city and suburbs, ^^V* 
and for the said surveyors of the said liberty, with the consent of the 
mtgor part of the parishioners of such respective parishfi8> and of the 
inhabitants of the said liberty, reqpectively assembled at a publie ssse^^ 
ing, (after notice thereof, given as aforesaid, three days beftve sudi 
meeting) to contract with any person or persons fiir tiae lamps hevein 
before directed to be provided in each of the said parishes and plaoes 
respectively, and for proper irons and posts for fixing the same on, and 
for finding and providing the said lamps with all requisite and no* 
cessary materials ; and for lighting, attending, drea&- 
ing, and repairing the same, according to the ten<M* ifusame' 
and purport of this act, for any time not exceeding one 
year, so as ten days notice at least be given by writing, to be fixed up 
at the Guildhall in the said city, fiir the said dty and suburbs, and at 
the sessions-hall of thesaid liberty, for the same liberty, for all persons 
willing to undertake the lighting of the streets, lanes, and public waysi 
of such respective parishes and places, according to the true intent and. 
meaning of this act, to make proposals for that purpose to the sdd 
surveyors, at a certain time and place in such notice to be mentioned. 
Provided, That any person so employed by such sur- 
veyors shall and may at any time be discharged, for dilehiSvefJ^ 
misbehaviour or neglect of duty, by the said surveyors, MiMbehaviur. 

Cc 
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or by the said parishioners and inhabitants of the said pariah <ir pZue 
fia which he shall be so employed, or the nu^or part of them, assembled 
at any public meeting ; and that any person or persons may be em- 
|doyed as aforesaid, in the room of the person so discharged ; and any 
tnch discharge, being made or confirmed by such parifihioners Bnd in« 
habitants, shall and is hereby declared to be a determination of such 
contract as to any such person so discharged: And in case any difier* 
cnces shall arise between sudi surreyora, or such parishioners and in- 
habitants, and any person so discharged for misbehaviour or neglect of 
duty, concerning such contract, or concerning the money which shall 
have become due to him before such discharge, the same shall be heard 
by any two justices of the peace (one of them being of the quorum) 
within whose jurisdiction such difikrence shall arise, who shall make 
indi acyndication of the matters in dispute, as shall ^ipear to them to 
be just : And in case there be no appeal, or if, upon an appeal to the 
next quarter-sessions, the sentence of the said justices be ihae con- 
firmed, sudi sentence shall be final and condusive to all intents. 
^ , ^ And be it flirther enacted by the authority afore- 

^co^^! ^ ^ respective surveyors, fijr the said 

respective parishes and places, shall keep proper books 
of accounts, in which shall be duly and fiurly entered, from time to 
time, all the money by them respectively received, paid, and disbursed^ 
under w in pursuance of this act, distinguishing the times when, and 
of whom, by whom, to whom, and on what account, such money shall 
be so received, paid, and disbursed ; which books shall and may be 
produced to, and inspected by, the parishioners and inhabitants of the 
respective parishes and places concerned therein, at any public meeting 
to be held in pursuance of this act : And the said respective surveyors, 
and also the respective collectors of the said rates and assessments, and 
every person who shall receive any money, by virtue of this act, for 
the purposes aforesaid, shall, from time to time, and as often as the 
parishioners and inhabitants of the respective parishes and places afore- 
said, assembled at any public meeting for the purposes aforesaid, or the 
mijor part of them, shall require, or at least once in the year, and 
within fourteen days after new surveyors and collectors shall be cho»en, 
make and render to such respective parishioners and inhabitants so as- 
sembled, or the major pert of them, a true and perfect account (to be 
confirmed by the oath of such person or persons, or upon his or their 
solemn affirmation, (if he or they be of the people called Quakers) 
which oath or affirmation, the mayor, or any one justice of the peace of 
the isaid dty and county of the same, a«d any justice of the said 
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Uberty^ respectively^ is hereby authorized and required to achmmster, 
of all sums of money by such person or persons collect^ or received, 
or which shall have come to their hands respectively, or which shall 
have been rated and assessed as aforesaid, and not received, and all 
other matters and things committed to their charge, by virtue or under 
the authority of this act ; and shall pay and deliver all the money 
which shall remain in their hands respectively, at the time of such ao« 
counts, to the acting surveyors theii appointed by virtue of this act, 
and acting for the parish or place, to whose use such money ought to 
be applied : And in case any such surveyor, collector, or other person, 
shall refuse or neglect to account for and pay all such money accord- 
ingly, every such surveyor, collector, or other person, so refUsing or 
neglecting, shall, for every such offence, refUsal, or p^„^ij^^ 
neglect, forfeit and pay the sum of iOL and any two acanaUmg. 
or more justices of the peace, (one being of the quorum ) 
within whose jurisdiction such money ought to be so accounted fbr 
and paid, shall and may «ause all and every such sum and sums of 
money, as shall so remain in the hands of each such surveyor, collector, 
or other person or persons, at the time of such account as aforesaid, at 
also the said penalty or sum of 40^ to be, from time to time, levied by 
distress and sale of the goods and chattels of each such surveyor, ooU 
lector, or other person or persons respectively, rendering to the owner 
the overplus (if any) after the chaiges of such distress and sale de« 
ducted; and in case no sufficient distress can be found, then such 
justices shall and may commit each such surveyor, collector, or other 
person or persons respectively, to the common jail, there to remain 
without bail or mainprize, until he or they shall have made a true and. 
perfect account and satisfaction, or shall have compounded and agreed 
to and with the parishioners and inhabitants of the parish or placa 
concerned in such account, assembled as aforesaid, or the roigor part of 
them, (who are hereby authorized to compound for the same) for so 
much as upon the said account shall appear to be remaining in their 
hands respectively, and until he or they shall have delivered up to the 
said then acting surveyors, all the books of accounts and vouchers re- 
lating to the premises ; which said penalty or forfeiture of 40^ when 
recovered, and also the sum and sums of money so unaccounted for 
and levied as aforesaid, or compounded and agreed for as aforesaid, 
shall be paid to the acting surveyor or surveyors of the parish or pkce 
concerned in such account, to go and be applied for and towards the 
expense of lighting and maintaining the Umps in such parish or 
phKe. 
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Applicaiitm of And it is hereby fbrther enacted. That the money 
ike Mates. to be niaed and levied by sudi rates and aflsessinentB 
aa aforesaid, shall be applied for the naes and parpoaes for which sodi 
rates and assessments are hereby directed to be made, and fbr no other 
use whatsoever: And in case the money to be collected in one year, hy 
▼irtoe of this act, ahaU not be sofBdent to answer the purposes for 
which the same was ao assessed and collected, such deficiency ahaU be 
snpphed by the assessment for the next ensoing year : And in case, at 
the end of any one year, and the closing the aocoonts of the said year, 
any surplus of the money to be raised for that year, by wjuch assessment 
to be made, by virtue and under the authority of this act, shall remain 
over and above what shall have been issued and apjdied, pursuant to 
. and for the purposes of this act, such surplus shall, finom time to time, 
as the same shall happen to arise, be paid and i^lied towards the sue- 
ceeding year's expense, for the purposes before mentioned. 
n^^.^ /. , And it is hereby fbrther enacted by the authority 
aforesaid. That the property of the humps fixed up, 
whom vested. and to be fixed up, in the ssid dty and suhurhs, at the 
public expense, shall be vested in the churchwardens 
for the time being, of the several and respective parishes within the 
said dty and suburbs, for die use of the inhabitants of snch respective 
parishes : And the property of the lamps fixed up, and to be fixed up, 
in the said liberty, at the expense of die inhabitanta of the said liberty, 
shall be vested in the dean and diapter of the said cathedral church 
within the said liberty, for the ti3e of the inhabitants of the said li- 
berty : And such churchwardens, and the said dean and chapter, 
respectively, are hereby authorized to bring actions and prosecute in- 
dictments for stealing, taking away, breaking, spoiling, or extinguish- 
ing the same: And if any person or persons shall 
sUdi^Uimps. ^ ^P®' ^ thereof, or the fur- 

niture thereof, or any part thereof, and shall be duly 
convicted thereof at any quarter-sessions of the peace to be held for the 
said city of York and county of the same, or for the said liberty, 
respectively, such person or persons shall and may be punished by 
whipping, or by fine and imprisonment for any time not exceeding 
six months. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afbre- 

f^hre^ng, "^^^^ ^ P^"^" P^"^^ wilfully or 

throwingdovmy malidously take away, break, throw down, spoil, or 

spoiling, or ea> extinguish any Lamp that is or shall be hung out or 

^Lamps^^^ set up to enlighten any street, lane, or public way in 
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Baid dty, suburbs^ or liberty^ or sball wilAilly damage the port% 
irons^ or other furniture thereof, every person so offending theraiv. 
and being thereof convicted by the oath of one or more credible wit- 
ness or witnesses, befiore one or more justice or justices of the peace 
acting for the jurisdiction within which such offence shall be com- 
mitted, shall, for the first offence, forfeit the sum of 40^. for each lamp 
' so taken away, broken, thrown down, extinguished, or otherwise dap- 
maged ; and, fi>r the second offence, the sum of 4/., and fi>r the thir^ 
and every other offence, the sum of 6^ to be levied and recovered m 
hereafter mentioned, and to be paid to the surveyors of the parish €t 
place where the offence shall be committed, to be applied towards 
lighting and maintaining the lampii of such parish or place; and ai 
case no sufficient distress can be found, then such justice or justicei 
shall and may, and is and are hereby authorized and required to coBi^ 
mit the person or persons, so offending, to the common jail, for anj 
time not exceeding three months, or until such penalty or penal^ 
shall be paid. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That in case any Penalty of Dthm 
yexson or persons shall carelessly, negligently, or acd- Cart* 
dentally break, throw down, or otherwise damage or 
extinguish any of the said lamps so hung out and set up, or to be hung 
out and set up as aforesaid^ or the irons, posts, or other fUmiture 
thereof, and shall not immediately, upcm demand, make satisfactiaii 
for the damage done thereto, then and in such case it shall and may be 
lawful to and for any o|ie or more of the said justices, within whose 
jurisdiction such damage shall be done, upon complaint to him or them 
thereof made by any <me or more credible person or jiersons, to sum* 
mon the person or persons who shall be so complained of for doing 
such damage as aforesaid, and upon hearing the allegations and proo& 
of both parties, or upon non-appearance of the person or persons so 
complained of, to award to the party to whom such damage shall he 
done, such sum of money as shall appear to such justice or justices to 
be a full and adequate compensation for such damage, to be paid by 
the person or persons doing such damage ; and in ease of refusal or 
n^ect, to pay any sum of money so awarded within three days after 
the same shall be demanded, such justice or justices shall and may, bjr 
warrant under his or their hand and seal, or hands and seals, cauae so 
much money to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattds 
of the perscm or persons against whom such complaint shall be madc^ 
as the said sum so awarded, together with the charges of such warxaut 
and distress shall amount U>, and the sum so awarded shall be pai4 
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diemmt to the tarwefon of the parish or phioe where such damage 
. shall happen^ to be applied towards lightmg and maintaining the hmaps 
in such parish or place ; and the orerplns^ (if any shall hey after de- 
ducting the costs and charges of such warrant and distress^ ihall be 
returned to the owner of such goods and chattds; and, in case no ni^ 
fident distress can be found, such justice or justices shall and may, by 
like warrant, commit the person or persons, so n^ectii^ or refbsii^ 
to pay the sum or sums so to be awarded as afbresaid, to the comiiioii 
jail, there to remain until he, she, or they shall make such satisfibctiaii 
as aforesaid, or for any time not exceeding the space of ten days. 
Spouts, ^ hereby further enacted. That the ownert 

of all houses, shops, warehouses, or other edifices or 
buildings whatsoever, now adjoining or contiguous to, or which shall 
adjoin or be contiguous to, any street, lane, or public way within the 
dty, suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, (except the cathedral diureh of the 
said liberty, and also except as herdn ailer is excepted) and the owners 
and governors of the meeting-houses, halls, and public buildings, and 
the churchwardens of each parish church within the said dty and 
suburbs, shall, on or before the 99th day of September, 1763, cur within 
six months afler any such house, shop, warehouse, or other building 
shall be finished, shall, from time to time, and at all times thereafter, 
cause all the rain and snow-water to be conveyed firom the roo&» esres, 
comishes, and penthouses of all such houses, shops, warehouses, edi- 
fices, churches, meeting-houses, halls, and public buildings, to the 
bottoms of all such houses, shops, warehouses, churches, meeting- 
houses, halls, edifices, and buildings respectively, and so into the com- 
mon channels or drains by proper and suffldent pipes to be fixed to 
ihe sides of such houses, shops, warehouses, edifices, churches, meet- 
ing-houses, halls, and buildings respectively ; or otherwise that the 
respective owners of all such houses, shops, warehouses, and other edi- 
fices and buildings, shall cause all such rain and snow-water to be 
conveyed from the roofs, eaves, comishes, and penthouses of such 
houses, shops, warehouses, edifices, and buildings respectively as afiwe- 
said, into thdr own respective private grounds ; and in case any own» 
of any such house, shop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, or 
the churchwardens, owners, or governors of such meeting-houses and 
halls, shall refuse or neglect so to do, for the si)ace of forty days after 
the time herein before limited for that purpose, every person, so neg- 
lecting or refusing, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 10/. to be recovered 
and levied by distress and sale of the ^oods and chattels of the owner 
or owners, occupier or occupiers, of such house, shop, warehouse, ot 
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oilier edifice or building, where tuch de&ult alull happeii to be« the 
said sum of 10/. or so much thereof as shall be necessary to be apphed 
in the makings fixing, or repairing such pipes as aforesaid, and the 
surplus thereof to be returned to the person or persons upon whose 
goods the same shall be levied : And it shall and may be lawful to and 
for the tenicnt or tenants, occupier or occupiers, of any such house, 
shop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, to fix up and repair socit 
pipes, from time to time, and to de&lk and retain the charges and ex- 
penses thereof and also any money which shall or may be levied upon 
the goods of any such tenant or occupier as aforesaid, by way of pe- 
nalty for not fixing or repairing such pipes, out of the next rent of 
rents payable for the same houses, shops, warehouses, or other edifices 
or buildings respectively; and every owner, proprietor, or landlord 
thereof, is hereby required to allow the same in such manner as herein 
before-mentioned, concerning the rates and assessments, herein before 
directed to be chaiged in certain cases upon the owners, and to be paid 
by, and recoverable from, the occupiers of any houses or tenements 
aforesaid ; and the churchwardens of such respective parish churches 
shall and may chaige, in their accounts, the expense of so conveying 
such water from any such parish church, and raise, levy, and recover 
the same by an assessment upon the inhabitants of their respective 
parishes, as other church assessments are or may be raised, levied, and 
recovered. 

Provided nevertheless. That nothing herein con- Places excepted 
laincd, with respect to the fixing such pipes, or con- present 
veying away such rain and snow-water as aforesaid, shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to the owners or occupiers of any house, shop^ 
warehouse, or other edifice or building, now erected or built in the 
streets and places within the said city and suburbs hereafter men- 
tioned; that is to say, St. Martin s-Lane; Barker^Lane ; Tanner^ 
Row; the Water Lanes; Walmgate, and the streets, lanes, or passages 
on each side of Wdmgaie; without Walmgate^Bar ; Hungate, and the 
streets, lanes, or passages from thence to Peaseholme-Green and Foss* 
gate; Peaseholme-Green; St. Amdrewgate; the church-yard adjoining 
thereto; Spen-Lane; Oldwark; Swinegates; Uigli Jubbergaie ; Silver^ 
Street; Newgate^Street; Barker»HiU,andmthoui3£onk'Bar; G'dly" 
gate; Cojfee^Yard; Lendal^Hill, and the lanes or passages leading to 
the river of Ouse, firom Cmey^Street, Norfh-Street, 
and Skeldergaie; but that nevertheless any house, ^ to^Htmses 
shop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, hereafter hereafter to be 
to be erected or built in any of the said kst-mentioned then^ 
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tor pites, dHlI hatr the nht aad wuhh-mater CM ic j c J Hob 
Ac loofty CKnMg oonudies, of pftitliiiMcs thtimf ici|iicli frfji ^ ib dhc 
wmt manner » the same ought to he coofejed th a c &um bj tW trae 
Tarring of this act, if sndi hooaes, thopa, vsdioiiiei, €r other cdifieet 
or huildlnga were erected or built in any of the frindftl ttnttM of the 
aid citj ; and every owner of ncfa new-emtad hmi^ >^>P!r vae> 
lonaey or other e£fice or bnildingy not eoafimiag bcRte, dUIbe 
9ebjeet and liable to the penaltiea aad ftriatam hcrcni hctee iBfidei 
§m the lihe oflener, to be kried, leeomed, an 



Ckmrmrm amd And for the better regohting and gu w anii^ the 
Maekmey thainnen and hadmey-coadunen of the aaid titj^t 
^^^JJ^^ York, nbnrba, and liberty, it it hoc^ tether 
enacted by the authority aftrcaaid, Tlial the mtjw 
aid aldermen of die said dty, or any two or more of diem, (wbereif 
Ae mayor fbr the time being, or his deputy, or the aemor ah fau —n , 
ti be one) at the GuiUhaD of the aaid dty, and any two joatfees of db 
feaee fbr the add liberty, (whereof the said dean or one of the icsi- 
^itfiariea of the said dinrdi of St. Pleter to be one) at die aoBMBi-UI 
or eomt4ioaR of the aaid Uberty, are hereby aathoriaed end tofaired, 
«i the Urst nundtn^ in July, 176S, and on the Urst TkmrtJay in Jwi^ 
it every year fldlowii^ to lioenae, by writing under dicir hands and 
aeals, without stamp, erery person residing within their respeetxre ju- 
liadictions, and now keeping any coach or cfaaiae, or other anch whed 
carriage, (or hire, or any sedan chair teliire ; and every other penm 
80 residing, and having a settlement within the said dty, aubnrbs^ or 
Eberty, respectivdy, who shall apply fiir a license to carry or keep a 
sdan chair for hire, or to keep and drive any coach, cfaaiae, or other 
such wbed carriage fbr hire within the add dty, suburha, or libertv, 
Bespectivdy, and who shall leave a note, in writing, of his or their 
name or names, and pbcv or places of abode, two days at the least 
before the day of granting such licenses in each year ; audi note of 
every audi person so appl)'ing, and residing in the said dty or nhurbs, 
to be left with the 'common ckrk of the said dty ; and audi noto of 
every such person so apphing, and reaiding within the said liberty, to 
be left with the derk of the peace of the same liberty: For every of 
which licenses there shall be pcad to the common derk of the said dty, 
by every respective chairman, coachman, and driver of any aiadi car* 
xiage, residii^ in the said city or suburbs, the sum of li. and to the 
derk of the peace of the said liberty, by every respective dmirman, 
coadmum, uid driver of any such carriage, rtrsiJing in the said liberty. 
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l^e snm of Is, And the said licenseft, and every of them^ Bhall be 

granted to continue for and during the term of one year from the date 

of such respective license^ and no longer* 

And be it ftirther exacted by the authority afore- After the Jtrti 

laid. That from and after the «aid first Thursday in yf^'^^^ ** 

, „ , t/uAy, 1763, no 

July, 1 763, no person or persons shall presume to keep. Chairman or 

or carry, or drive, or ply with, or let to hire by the Coachman to 
hour or day, or otherwise, any coach, chaise, or other ^yj^^ij^ 
sudi wheel carriage, sedan chair, within the said city, 
suburbs, or liberty, without such license first had as 
aforesaid, upon pain to forfeit, for every such offence, penalty 
the sura of 13s. 4d. 13j. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That the said mayor and aider* 
men, or any two of them, (whereof the said mayor, his deputy, or the 
said senior alderman, to be one) and the said two justices of the peace 
for the said liberty, (whereof the said dean, or one of the said red- 
dentiaries, to be one) within their respective jurisdictions, shall, fltnn 
time to time, order some figure or mark of distinction Coaches and 
to be plainly and distinctly made upon both the doors Chairs to he 
of every such coach, chaise, or other wheel carriage as 
aforesaid, and on the back of every such chair, by the owner or keeper 
of every such coach, chaise, or other such wheel carriage, or chair, in 
the most conspicuous and convenient manner to be taken notice of ; 
and that no person shall ply with, or carry for hire, j^f^toheused 
^y chair, or ply with, or drive for hire, any coach, jor Hire but 
chaise, or other such wheel carriage, within the said ""^^ ^ ^^'^ 
dty, sulmrbs, or liberty, other than such as shall be ^'^^^ 
ID marked ; nor lAiall btot out, obliterate, alter, or defkoe, the mark or 
figure which shall be so ordered to be made, from time to time, upon 
any such chaise or other such wheel carriage or chair, on pain of for- 
feiting any sum not less than 20^. and not exceeding 3/. p^^y 
for every such offence. Provided nevertheless. That 
any person may drive for hire any coach, chaise, or other wheel car« 
Tiage, or cury for hire any diair, which any person or persons shall 
Iceep for his, her, or thdr own private use, although the same be not 
licensed as aforesaid, any thing herein contained to the contrary not* 
withstanding. 

And be it ftirther enacted by the authority afore- Ratesof Chain 
oaid. That firom and after the said first Thursday in and Hachney 
Jitly, 1763, no chairman, carrying any chair, licensed, ^^!^* ••^ 
or to be licensed, by virtue of this act, shall presume 
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to take, tsk, or demand more than the sum of 6dL before ten of dM 
dock at nig^t^ or li. after that hour, for any one &re, fhxn any piaoe 
within the walls of the said dty, or within the said fibertj, to any 
other place within the walls of the same dty, or within the aid li- 
berty, or to the csstle of York, or ftom the castle of York to any plaee 
within the walls of the said dty^ or within the said liberty, or fioai 
any place wibout any of the ban or posterns of the same city, to any 
other place without the same bar or postern, being within the sabmbs 
of the said dty, whether any such £ire be long or short; nor from any 
place within the walls of the said dty or within the said liberty, to any 
place without any of the said bars or posterns, not exceeding half a 
mile the one from the other ; nor for any fare from any place without 
any such bar or postern, to any place within the walls of the said dtr, 
or within the said liberty, to any distance not exceeding half a mile 
the one place from the other : And if any such five, £rom any part of 
the said dty or liberty, into any part of the said suburbs, <xr from any 
part of the said suburbs into any part of the said dty or liberty^ or 
fhmi any part of the said suburbs without any bar or postern to any 
other part of the said suburbs without any other bar or postern, diaQ 
exceed half a mile, then such chairman shall and may demand and 
take, before ten of the dock at night, 1^. and aAer that hour la. CdL 
for such fare, and no more : And no such chairman diall ^fm^TU\ or 
take more than the sum of \s, for the first hour waiting and carrying, 
including his fare, and 6d, for the like for every hour after, till ten of 
the dock at night ; nor more after ten of the dock at night than li.fii. 
for the first hour waiting and canning, including bis fare, and for 
the like for every hour after: And that no driver of any such coadi, 
chaise, or other wheel carriage, for hire, herein before directed to be 
licensed as aforesaid, shall presume to take, ask, or demand, in the 
day-time, or before ten of the clock at night, for any one &re, from 
any one part of the said city, suburbs, or liberty, to any other place in 
the said dty or the suburbs thereof, or in the said Ubcrty, more than 
the sum of \s, or after ten of the dock at night more than the sum of 
\9. 6d. nor shall demand or take more than is, 6d, for the first hour 
waiting, and Is. for every hour after till ten of the dock at night ; and 
if he be called into waiting after ten of the dock at night, then 2s. for 
the first hour, and Is. 6d. for every hour after. Provided always. 
Proviso. T^^* chairman or driver shall be required or 

obliged to carry any chair, or drive any coach, chaise, 
or other such carriage, farther than the extent of the suburbs of the 
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faid city, on any side thereof^ for the rates herein before mentioned, 

any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided also. That such person, as any such chair- gr/^^ ^^-^ 

man shall at any time carry, may cause the said chair- ami htno long-, 

man to stop as often as he or she shall require, so as Cftairmen may 

such person do not detain such chairman above the ^^J^^'^ 

space of ten minutes in every sixpenny fare, or twenty 

minutes in every twelvepenny fiife, any thing herein contained to the 

contrary notwithstanding. , 

And it is hereby ftirther enacted, That in case any ^ ^ 

j.^ 1.^. V : Penalty of r<r- 

chairman^ or driver of any coach, chaise, or t)ther such fusinff^to accept 

carriage, shall refuse to carry any such fare, or wait tkeRaicsafjre" 
and carry by the hour for the prices or sums of money 
above-maitiened, or shall exact, demand, or take more guagc. 
for his fare, hire, or waiting and canying, than the 
several rates by this act allowed, or shall utter any abusive language, 
or offer any other insult to any person he so carries, such chairman, or 
driver, so offending, and being thereof convicted, (by the oath of one 
or more credible witness, or witnesRcs, before the mayor, or any two 
other justices of the peace of the same dty, or for any like ofibnces 
committed within die said liberty, before any two justices of the same 
liberty) shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay any sum not ex- 
ceeding the sum of 10/. to be levied and reoovered in the manner afore- 
said, and to be applied to the use of the poor d the parish where such 
offence shall be committed. 

And it i? hereby fturther enacted. That it shall and Complainis to 
may be lawful to and for the mayor of the said dty, he heard in a 
for the time bdng, or any two other justices of the mmmarymati* 
peace, (one being of the quorum) for the said city and 
county of the same, to hear and determine, in a summary manner, any 
offences which are made subject to, and punishable by, imy penalties 
or forfeitures by virtue of this act, and which shall be committed 
within the said city or suburbs thereof ; and that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for any two justices of the peace of the said liberty, to 
hear and determine any such offences as aforesaid, which shaU be com- 
mitted within the said liberty ; and such mayor and justices, le- 
spectivdy, are hereby authorized and required, upon information or 
complaint within one month after such oflfenoe committed, to sununon 
the party or parties accused, and after oath made of the commission of 
any of the offences above-mentioned, by one or more credible witness 

witnesses, to issue a warrant or warrants for apprehending the 
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party or parties so oflfending ; and upon the appearance, or con tempi 
of the party accused in not appearing, to proceed to the examination 
of the witness or witnesses, upon such oath ar affinnation, reflectively, 
as aibresaid, (which oath or affirmation qich mayor and justices re- 
mpectively are hereby impowered to administer) and to give each jodg- 
ment or determination as shall be just and conformable to tlie true 
meaning of this act; and where the party accused shall be convicted 
of such offence upon such examination, or upon his or her own oen- 
fession, and shall not give notice in writing of his or her intention to 
appeal from such sentence or detennination, aooordii^ to the proviso 
herein after contained, such justices respectively shall and mmy, and- 
are hereby required to levy the penalty or penalties hereby inflicted ibr 
aoch ofibnce or ofibnoes, in the manner directed by this aet ; and all 
constables, and other peace officers within their respective limits, are 
hereby injoined and required duly to obey and execute all warrants of 
auch justices, firom time to time to be granted and delivered to them^ 
fbr the purposes aforesaid. 

. ,. ^ And be it further enacted. That all penalties awl 

Penalties, forfeitures by this act incurred and impofed, the man- 
ner of recovering and levying whereof ia not otherwise 
hmby particularly directed, shall be levied and recovered by disticar 
and pale of the goods and chatteb of the offi^ndcr or ofienders, by war- 
rant under tlie hand and seal, or hands and seals, of the mayor of the 
iwid dty for the time being, or any two other justices of the peiee (one 
being of the quorum) for the said dty and county of the saolie, where 
any such offence shall be committed witliin the said dty, or the 
suburbs thereof; and under the hands and seals of any two justices of 
the peace of the said liberty, where such offence sludl be committed 
within the said liberty ; and that all the costs and charges of sudi 
distress and sale sliall, in like ipanner, be raised and levied, together 
with such penalties and forfeitures, and the overplus (if any) of the 
money to be raised by the sale of such goods and chattels shall be re-, 
turned to the owner thereof; and such penalties and foifeituea, when 
recovered, (the application whereof is not herein before particularly 
directed) shall be paid and applied as follows: that is to say, one 
moiety thereof to the informer, and the other mmety tlicreof to the 
acting surveyors of the parish or place wherein such offence shadl be 
committed, or one of them, to be applied towards the charges of en- 
lightening the streets, lanes, and public ways Qf such pariah pliCf^ 
^hcre such offence shall be committed. 
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Provided also. That if any person or persons shall Apj^al to the 
find hhn, her, or themselves aggrieved by, or remain 
unsatisfied in the judgment of the said justices, or by any rate or 
Assessment made in pursuance of this act, then such p<?rson and ^lersens 
shall and may, by virtue of this act, couiplaiu or appeal to the justices 
of the peace at the next quarter sessions to be held for tlic said city 
of York and county of the same, with respect to any sudi rate or con- 
viction to be made or had within the said city of York or tlie county 
of the same city, and to tlie justices of the peace at the next quarter 
sessions to be held for the said liberty, ^ath respect to any such rate 
or conviction to be made or had within the liberty ; which justices^ 
at their said respective sessions, are hereby unpowcred to summon and 
examine witnesses upon oath, and finally to hear and determine the 
matter of such complaint or appeal ; and, in case of conviction, to issue 
a warrant or warrants for the levying and enforcinp; the payment of 
the said penalties and forfeitures, by the ways and means before-men* 
tioned, together with such costs and charges to the party, in whose 
favour such appeal shall be determined, as the justices in their said 
sessions shall order and direct. 

And it is hereby fUrther enacted. That it shall and Power for the 
may be lawful to and for such of the parishioners and w ofthe 
inhabitants of any of the parishes within the said city M/«/'/^ 
or the suburbs thereof, and such of the inhabitants of to appoint Sca^ 
the said liberty, respectively, as are hereby impowered ''f.s 'T** f^ftd 
to nommate and appoint surveyors for the purposes //^^/^ 
aforesaid, being assembled at any public meeting of rhhesy and to 
«uch parish or place, (pubUc notice being given thereof ''.'"^'^ Ruiesfir 
in the parish church of such parish or place in the 11' 
said city or suburbs, on the Sunday next before such meeting, im- 
mediately after divine service, and at the sessions-hall for the said 
liberty, in manner as aforesaid) or the m:\jor part of them so assemble d, 
(if they, or the miyor part of them, shall think fit) to contract and* 
agree, or to impower the surveyors of such parish or place to contract 
and agree with any person or persons, by the year or otherwise, ibr 
sweeping, cleansing, and carrying away aU the dirt and soil out of all 
the streets, lanes, and public ways of such parish or place; pursuant to 
this act ; and also to contract and agree, by the year or otherwise, with 
any able and proper man or men to patrole the streets, lanes, or public 
ways of any such parish or place, reiq)ectively, in the night-time, as a 
watchman or watchmen, for the prevention of fires, burglaries, rob- 
beries,, and other gutEages, so .« oaeh such contract be for no longer 
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time than one year^ and so as ten days notice^ in writmg, be hung up 
in the Giiildhall aforesaid for the said city and saborbs^ and in tiie 
sessions-hall aforesaid fbr the said liberty^ fbr'all persons willing to 
contract for the same to make their proposals : And for the raising 
money to pay such scavenger or scavengers, watchman or watchmen, 
one or more rate or assessment, rates or assessments, shall and may be 
made and confirmed by such persons, and upon all such tenements sod 
persons, and in such manner, and with such notice first given of the 
making thereof, as is and are herein before 'directed to f>e made fbr 
lighting the streets, lanes, and public ways of the said city, saborbs* 
and liberty ; and such rate or rates, assessment or issessments^ so made 
and confirmed, shall and may be collected, levied, and recovered by 
the same collectors, in the same manner, by the like ways and means, 
and with the same powers and provisions fyr making np deficiencies 
and in all other respects as such other rates or assessments are herein 
before directed to be levied and recovered : And such surveyors and 
collectors, and all other persons, who shall or may receire any money , 
by virtue of any such rate or assessment, for a scavenger or scavengers, 
watchman or watchmen, as aforesaid, shall account fbr the same in like 
manner, and under the like penalties and forfeitures, respectively, as 
are herein before enacted and directed concerning such other rates and 
assessments as aforesaid ; and the respective justices, having power to 
eoropd suth surveyors, collectors, and other persons to account fbr the 
money by them received on account of such rate or assessment, fbr 
providing, maintaining, and lighting such lamps, shall have the same 
powers, in all respects, of compelling such surveyors, collectors, and 
other persons, to account for the money by them received or had, in 
case of any such rate or assessment being so made for a scavenger or 
scavengers, watchman or watchmen, as aforesaid ; and also to pay and 
deliver up such money, end all vouchers, books, and papers relating 
thereto, according to the order of such justices ; and that such sca- 
venger or scavengers, watchman or watchmen, shall and may be dis- 
charged by such surveyors as aforesaid, for misbehaviour or nt^ect of 
duty, which discharge shall be a determination of such contract : And 
all differences which may arise concerning such contract, or concerning 
any money pretended to be due thereupon, shall be heard and deter- 
mined by two justices of the peace in the same manner, and with the 
same liberty of appeal, as the like differences concerning contracts re- 
lating to such lumps may be heard and determined, as herein before 
mentioned ; and in case of no appeal, or of a confirmation of such sen- 
tence at the next quarter-sessions, such sentence shall be final and 
oonclusive to all intents. 
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And be it flcrther enacted by the authority afore* Distress not to 

That where any distreas ahall be made for any ^ ^^f^ 

^ n lawful ibr de* 

sum or sums of money due on account of any assess- jcctofform, 

ment to be made by virtue of this act> the distress 
itself shall not be deemed to be unlawful, on account of any defect or 
want of form in such assessment, or in the warrant of distress there- 
upon ; nor shall the party or parties distraining be deemed a trespasser 
or trespassers, ab imtio, on account of any irr^ularity committed or 
suffered after such distress ; but the party or parties aggrieved thereby 
shall and may recover only a satisfaction fbr tl)6 special damage he, 
she, or they sliall have sustained tlicreby/ witb full costs of suit : Pro- 
vided nevertheless. That no plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover in any 
action, for any such irregularity as aforesaid, if tender of sufficient 
emends hath been made, by the party or parties distraining, before 
such action brought. 

And be it hereby fiirther enacted. That any two or Potper of ma" 
more justice of the peace (one being of the quorum) kivg Orders 
for the said city of York and county of the same, or ''*'"a^i!^ 
for the said liberty of St Peter, respectively, shall and 
may, and they are hereby authorized and impowered, upon view or 
mformation, from time to time, to make orders for removing any an- 
noyances and obstructions out of any highways, streets, lanes, and 
passages within the said dty and suburbs, or the said liberty, respect- 
ively, which cannot be effectually removed by the provisions and 
clauses herein before contained. 

Provided always. That no person shall be liable to No person li" 
be doubly prosecuted upon this and any former law ; "^'^ ^ double 
but that any person, who shall be convicted by virtue 
of any former law or statute, for any of the offences aforesaid, shall 
not also be subject to any prosecution, penalty, or forfeiture, by virtue 
of this act, for the same offence ; and that any person who shall be 
convicted of any offence by virtue of this act, shall not also be subject 
to any prosecution for the same offence by virtue of any former law, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. - 

Provided also. That nothing in this act contained ^ ^. 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to alter, pre- of^^s*^ 
judice, impeach, or lessen the legal rights, powers, and 
privileges of the mayor and commonalty of the said city of York, or of 
the justices of the peace for the said city of York and county of the 
same, or of the justices of the peace for the said Hberty, respectively, 
Bor to impower the justices for the said city and county of the same. 
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to exercise any act of jurisiliction within the said litiierty^ nor to im- 
^ power the justices for the doid liWrty to exercise any act of juris- 
dietion witiiin the said city, or tlie county of the same, any thing 
herein contained to tlie contrary notwitlistanding. 
{htr Mouth's And be it further enacted. That no action or suit 
Nnitrf in irri- gjjjji y^^ commenced against any person or persons 
^b('folr \tn^"i(^^ whatsoever, for any matter or thing by him or them 
fion he ann^ done in pursuance of this act, until notice, in writing, 
Utenrt'd, Sfc. g„p|j intended action or suit shall hare been de- 

fivered to him or them, or left at his or their usual place of abode, by 
the party intending to commence such action or suit, or his or her 
attorney or agent, one month at least before such action or suit shall 
be commenced^ hi which notice shaH be clearly and explicitly con- 
tained the cause of action whidi such plaintiff hath^ or claimeth to 
hax-e, against such i^erson or persons,' and on the beck of which notice 
shall be indorsed the name of such plaintiff, his attorney or agent ; 
and th;it no such plaintiff shall recover any verdict, in any snch case, 
where the action sliall be grounded on any act or acts don^ in pur- 
suance, or under colour, of this act, unless it be proved, upon die trial 
to be had thereu|K)n, that such notice was given as aforesaid ; but in 
default thereof, such defendant, or defendants shall recover a Terdict, 
together with his, her, or their fhll costs of suit. 

Aiiu nds may ^'^^ ^ hereby fhrther enacted. That it shall and 
he ii mh red be- may be lawful to and for any such defendant or de- 
Jlrc Aiiions fciidiints, within one month next after such notice 
Irtw^ht, wV'. pivtii as aforesaid, to ttr.der amends to the party com- 
p'.iinin[r, or to his or her o«;cnt or attorney, and, in case the same i» 
not accepted, to plead such tii.dcr in bar to any action to be brought 
agi inst liim or htr, together wilh the plea of not guilty, and any other 
plea vilh leave oi' ilii ccuit \\here £uch action shall depend; and ifi 
uju n :: sue joim d tlitricn, the jury shall find the amends so tendered 
to have been sulliciint, tbtn they shall give a verdict for the defendant 
or dt llndants ; and in such case, or in case the plaintiff shall become 
non-suited, or shall dirccntinue his or her action, or, in case judgment 
sliall be given for such defendant or de'fendants upon demurrer, such 
defendant or dtfcnduiits shall be intitlcd to the Hke costs as he or they 
would havr In in ii titled to, in cast he or they had pleaded the general 
iHsuo cr.!y ; ur.d if, \i\ on iisue joined, the jury sliall find that no 
amiiuls were tendered, or that the same were not sufficient, and also 
sj^ninst the defer ('ant or defendants on such other plea or pleas, tlien 
tlicj shall give a verdict for the plaintiff, and such damans as they 
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•hall think proper, which he shall recover together with his or their 
coats of suit. 

And be it fUrther enacted. That no evidence shall No Evidence 
be permitted to be given by the plaintiff on the trial ^Ji^MC^^e^ 
of any siich action as aforesaid of any cause of action, Jictum than 
except such as is contained in die notice hereby di- mentiontd in 
rccted to be given. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afbre- j^^^^^ 

«aid. That if any action or suit shaU be commenced Actions, 

against any person or persons, for any thing done in 

pursuance of this act, then, and in every such case, sudi actiim or suit 

shall be brought within three calendar months next after the cause of 

action shall arise, and not afterwards, and shall be laid and brought iOr 

the city of York, or In the county of York, or in the court of pleas for 

the said liberty, if the cause of action shall arise in the said liberty^ 

and not elsewhere ; and the defendant or defendants in such action or 

suit shall and may plead the general issue, and give q^^^^^ 

this act and the special matter in evidence at the trial 

to be had thereupon ; and if it shall appear to be dope in pursuance of 

this act, or that such action or suit shall be brought after the time 

herein before limited in that behalf, or in any other county or place 

than as aforesaid, then the jury shall find fbr the defendant or de« 

fendants ; and upon such verdict, or if the plaintiff or pkintiffl^ shall 

be non-suited, or discontinue his, her, or their action or actions, suit 

or suits, or if, upon demurrer, judgment shall be given against the 

plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendatits shall and may re« 

cover double costs, and have such remedy fer the same _ . . ^ 

Double Cotti* 

as any defendant or defendants hath or have in any 
case by law. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afore- Act. 
said. That this act shall be deemed, adjudged, and 
taken in all courts of justice, to be a public act, and shaU be judieti^jr 
taken notice of as such by all jud^ and juadces without specially 
pleading the same. 
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(A A J A SCHEDULE, ihowing the Number of LAMPS io he JixeS 
tip and lighted m each parish and place within the City of York, the 
Siiburhs thereof, and the Liberty of St. Peter within the said City, 
with the Distances at which the same are to be fixed in the principal 
Streets and Places. 



PARISHES. 

Thinity, in MicklegatK 

Without Micklegate-Bar and Middegate^ both 
sides of the street - -- -- -- - 

Trinity-Lane^ one side - 



St. Martin's, in Michlegate, 

Micklegate, both sides of the street - 
Trinity-Laiie, one ditto - - - - - 
St MartinVLane, both sides - - - 
Barker-Lane, for ditto ----- 
Tanner-Row, ditto - - - - - - 



All Saints, in North^Street, 

Tanner-Row, both sides of the street - 
North-Street, ditto, and Church- Yard 

St. John's, in North-Street. 
Micklegate, both sides of the street - 

North-Street, ditto 

Skeldergate, ditto ------- 

Fetters-Lane, ditto- - - -- - 



No. OF Lamps. 



84 



10 



Bisno?HiLL Junior. 
Fetters-I^ne, both sides of the street 
St. Martin's-I^e, for ditto - - - 
Bishophill, ditto ------ 



BiSHOFHiLL Senior. 
Skeldergate, both sides of the street - < 

St. Michael's, in Spurricrgate. 

Ousegate, both sides of the street - - . 

Spurriergate, (iitto - 

Jubbergate, for one side ------ 

Nessgjue, both sides ------- 

Coppergatc, for one sit!e - - - - - . 

yirst Water-Lane, both sides • . - . 



^^1 



8 

I 
4 



3 
7 



3 
4 
2 



3 
1 
3 



1 

2 
1 
3 



97 



19 



10 



16 



20 
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No. OF Lamps. 



1>ARISH£S. 

St. Mahy's, in Castlegate. 
Castlegate^ both sides of the street - . . - . 
Coppergate, ibr one side - 
Middle Water-Lane^ both sides . - - . . 
Far Water-Lane^ ditto - -- -- -- - 

All Saints^ Pavement. 

Coppergate> both sides of the street^ and the 
south side of the Pavement 

Hlgh-Ousegate^ and the north side of the Pave- 
ment - - 

Peteb-the-Little, in Peter'Lane. 
Peter-Lane, both sides of the street - - - - 

Jubbergate, ditto 

Feasegate, ditto - -- -- -- -- -- 

High-Ousegate 

St. Sampson's, in Swinegatr, 

Feasegate, both sides of the street, and round 

Thursday-Market - - -- 

Silver-Street, both sides - 

Jubbergate, ditto - • 

Three-Crane- Lane - -- 

Newgate-Street, for one side 

Swinegate, both sides - -- -- -- --I 

•Girdlergate, ditto - -- -- --- *V 

Grape-Lane, one side - -- -.---J 

Swinegate, both sides (London Carrier's Ware- 
house - - - - - - - ------ 

Finkle-Street, ditto 

Christ-Church, in Cofliergate, 

Pctergate and Colliergate, both sides of the street 
Great Shambles, ditto - -- -- -- -- 

Little Shambles, ditto - -- -- -- -- 

St. Andrewgate, ditto - -- -- -- -- 

Newgate-Street, ditto - -- -- -- -- 

Goodramgate, for ditto --------- 

Girdlergate, for ditto - 

St. Crux, in Shambles. 

Colliergate and Fossgate, both sides of the street 

Hosier-Lane, ditto 

Great Shambles, ditto 

Pavement^ ditto - -- 



ill 
!^-| 

8 
1 
3 
3 



3 
3 
9 



5 
9 
9 
1 
1 



2 
2 



4 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 



2 
2 
2 



IS 



10 



20 



20 



IS 
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PARISHES. 

St. SATidUB's, in Samtmrgote. 

St. SBYiouTgiite, both sides of tliestrtel - - * 
Spcn-Lane and Peaflekolme-Green, ditto - - - 
Huiigate> ditto 

St. CuTHBEKt^ tn Peatehohne^Greeru 

Peasefaolme-Green^ both sides of the street - • 
HuDgate and theLaae toFMBshofane^Groeo^tedo. 

Aldwork^ ditto 

Goodramgatej to one lids 

St. Akdrbw's. 
St AndrewoBte^ botii sides of the street, Church- 
Yard, and Spen-i«ne^ ditto 

St. Maubicb« tn Monkgate, 
Menkgate, both sides of the street • - - • - 

St. jy>BM Dei^ieb. 
AldworX, ibr one side of the street - - - - . 

Goojbnmflate. both sides - - - 

IJggleforth, ^tto • • 

St. Tbikity, tn Goodramgaie, 
GoodraiBgate, both sides of the street - - • - 
Petergate, for one side • 

St. Michabl^le-Belfbey, tn Petergate. 

Petergate, both sides of the street 

Stonegate, ditto 

Liop-Lane, ditto - - - - - 

Grape-Lane, ditto 

Bootham, one side of the street on the right-hand 
side 

St. Wilfbid. 

Lop-Lane and Blake-Street, both sides of the street 

Blake-Street, one side 

Lendal, from Blake-Street to the Riyer, ditto 
Ditto, on the enst side isi the way * ^ • • 

Mint-Yabd. 

Blake-Street and Lendal, one side of the street 
Jdint-Yard^ both odes 



No. or LiAMFs. 

t III 



8 
3 
9 



19 
4 

3 



5 
4 



1 
4 
% 



13 



31 



16 
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PARISHES. 

St. Helsn^ St. Helens-Square^ 

Stonegftte and St. Helen's-Sqw^^ both ndes of 
the street 

Low SwiQcsate^ ditto - -- -- -- - 

Davygate^ fitto - -- -- -- -- - 

JUake-Street, ditto 
heodal, for one aide 

St. Martin's^ tn Omey^Sireet. 

Conej-Street^ both Bides of the street - - - . 
JLexKkl, one side - -- -- -- -- - 

Jubbergate, for ditto - 
St. Helen'b Square^ ditto 

NaV«>STBEET. 

New-Street, both sides of the street . - « - 
St. Giles. 

Bootham, one side of the street on the right 

hand s^ - 
Gillygate, both sides - 

St. Dennis^ m Walmgate. 
Wahngate, both sides of the street 

St. Margaret's^ in Walmgate, 
Walmgate^ both sides of the street - . • • « 

St. Peter in the Willows^ in Walmgate. 
Wakugate> both sides of the street 

The Liberty op St. Peter. 
Hinster-Tard, from the Gates of the Prebcndal 
House of Stillii^gton to Preceutor-Lane - « . 

Precentor-Lane 

Bo(^binder-Lane 

U^^rth, from the Great Gate to the Minster- 
Little Ahce-Lane' 

Peddem 



No or Lajws. 



14 

3 



14 

4 

1 

4 

3 
3 



I 



19 
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An Ad made in the eighth year of King George the Jtnt, Jor the hetUr 
preventing Abuses committed in Weighing and Packing of Mutter im 
the City of York. Chap. 27. 

Preamble. 1- Fobasmuch as butter » one of the cfaief cmmot^ 
dities of the product of several parts of the county of York^ and 
county of the same city, and great quantities thereof are brought int» 
the dty of York^ from thence to be transported beyond the seas, ani 
otherwise disposed of : And whereas there hath, time out of mind^ 
been within the said city a free market for butter, which ibr many 
years, last past, hath been kept in Micklegate, in the said dly : And 
whereas the bringing of butter to the said market, where the same 
was searched and weighed, hath been found to be the most efil&ctud 
means of preventing the false weighing and packing of butter^ and did 
formerly gain a great reputation, both at home and abroad, to butter 
brought to the said market ; but of late years several fkrmers of dairies 
owners, and other traders in butter, the better to conceal the ftlse 
-weighing and packing of their butter, to be by them disposed of^ haae ' 
neglected to bring the same to the said market to be searched and 
we^hed ; by means whereof, not only the traders in the said com- 
modity at home, but foreigners also, have been greatly deceived in the 
weight, goodness, and soundness thereof, and thereby the said coin 
modity yields not that price, nor is sold in such quantities as otherwise 
it would l>e : For remedy whereof, and for the better encouraging the 
said butter trade, and (in order thereunto) for the better preventing the 
frauds and abuses in the weighing and packing of butter, may it please 
your most excellent majesty (at the humble request of the mayor and 
commonalty of the said city) That it may be enacted, and he it enacted 
by the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons in this 
Aficr Mnrrh P^^^"^ parbament assembled, and by authority of the 
2o,1722,3fiV- same. That fVom and after the five and twentieth day 
klcrrfiie or any of March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
rfrl- ^flf ^ the Micklegate market aforesaid, or any other part or 

election of the of or in the said oity (which the mayor a^d 

mai/or, t\f. ) commonalty of the said city shall, from time to time, 

shall every ay ju^w most commodious and convenient, and for that 

in the loevkf ^ j ^m. v**a* 

except Sumlnys, purpose appoint) shall be every day in the week 

he a free war- (except Simdays) a fVce and open market for butter • 

^ ' and that it shall and may be lawful for any peraou or 
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ycnoiu to buy or aell any batter in the fiaid market without any dia^ 
turbance ; and that from and after the said five and twentieth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-two, all butter brought 
to the said city of York, in firkins, half firkins, tubs or other casks, or 
in pots or other vessels, to be sold, or to be exported or water-bom 
from the said city, or from any part of the river of Ouse, as far as the 
river of Wharfe, shall be brought to the said market, to be viewed^ 
searched, weighed, and sealed with the seal of the said market, which 
the proper officer for the time being is hereby required to do; and 
that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said mayor and com- 
monalty, and their successors, or their proper officer bttiier 
for the time being, appointed fhmi time to time, and brought to 
at all times after the said five and twentieth day of York to be sold, 
March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-two, ^^jf^^^p^L, 
to ask, demand, reoei^, and take of and from every ed, trarchedf 
person and persons that shall bring any butter to the a'm/ seated, at 
said market, to be searched and weighed, for the ^^'^^^^'^^^ 
searching, weighing, and sealing thereof, the several 
ttident and accustomed rates and duties hereinafter- Mates tobe paid 
mentioned, and no more ; that is to say. For every searching, 
auch firkin^ half firkin^ or other cask or pot, or other ' 
vessel of hutter as aforesaid, one halfpenny, and so proportionably for 
any butter put into every tub or vessel, containing any greater quantity 
of butter than a firkin ; and in case of refusal, neglect, ^ 
cr denial of payment, on demand of the said several pient, Sfc, maif 
rates and prices before-mentioned, the said mayor and detain any fir-* 
commonalty, and their successors, shall or may detain 
and make stay of any firkin, half firkin, cask, pot, tub, or vessel oc 
butter, for which the said rates and prices ought to be paid, until they 
shall be paid and satisfied the same. 

2. And for the further prevration of any fraud or abuse in the 
weight or fidse packing of butter. Be it further enacted by the autho« 
rity aforesaid. That if any dairy farmer, owner, or Dairy Farmer 
trader, or any other person or persons whatsoever, do ^-^'^ selling or 
or sliall from and after the said five and twentieth day luJ/t^lT^^j? H 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- be brought to 

two, bring any butter in firkins, half-firkins, or other {^^ l^rket to 
' , . vieufed, Sfc., 

casks, pots, or vessels as aforesaid, to the said city of shall forfeit for 

York, to be sold there, or to be exported or water- every Jirki'n, 

born from thence as aforesaid, from any part of the 

liver Ouse, as fiur as the river of Whsrfe^ and shall sell or transport 
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Ae^ KMOt htfbte it fn^ brought to the ttid batter-aMiicet, to Be iSbae 
-viewed, leardied, ind weighed^ shall upon proof thereof by one or 
■»re credible witness or witnesses upon ootb^ befbre any Juflltee of ^ 
yeaoe^ of the said citj, or coonty of the same dty^ Ibrftit Ibr ere iy 
frkitt^ halffirkinj or other cask^ pot, or other vessel, the srnn of three 
. shillings and fourpenoe ; and in defimlt at psyraeiit 
^^L^f thereof upon demand, the simie shaU or may bo 

levied by distress and sale of the ofibndei^s goods, by 
HI I III lit under the hand and seal of any one or more Juttiee or jnstieet 
ifthe peace of the said city, and county of the same dty, rendering ti» 
Ae-fialfto the ^ oB^nder the overplus (the diai^ of distnanhi^ 
pK)rw&re,S^c, being^ first deducted) and the one-half of muh fbr- 
tfe athrr to the feitnres shall be to the use of the poor people inhabit^ 

ing within the parish where the oilbioe ahaU ftom 
fiw to time be committed, to be paid to the c hui c h wagd e u s and 
•wTKers of the poor of and in such parish^ and the other half to the 
nnfonner or infbn&fiers. 

S. And whereas by an act of parBameut'made in the thirteenth and 
ftutteenth years of the reign of the late Idng Charles the second, in* 
tftuled. An act for the reforming of the abusss committed in die 
we%ht and fidse packing of butter, the weight ther^is ascertained^ 

and the goodness of the butter n secured, under the 
Sfc.^of '^uHer P*""' penalties therein mentioned. Be it ftirther 
fhaJl be faulty enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any firkin, 
*^,^^^%J^ half firkin, or pot or othor vessel of butter, whidi 
earner shall be from and after the saic^ five and twentieth day of 
hnJtle to the March, shall be brought to the market aforesaid, by 
'^^^and^tc^^ owner, fanner, or packer of butter, shall be fiwnd, 
II, C. 26. ' upon the searching and wMghing thereof, to be faulty 

in the flill quantity or due quality appointed by the 
said recited act, every such owner, farmer, or packer of butter shall be 
liable to such ])ains, penalties, and forfeitures as are mentioned, 
contained, and expressed in the said rcdted act, to be levied as 
aforesaid. 

Frivtcmfloti to PJ'ovided that every prosecution or suit whidi 

Ic in four shall be brought for any offence committed against 
mouths, ^jjjg gijj^y commenced within four months 

after the offence committed. 

4. Providetl a'^^oys. That the officer or other person to be ap- 
pointed for the searching, weighing, and sealing of the said firkin% 
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lialf firkins, or other casks or pots of batter, shall be The mayor to 

appointed by the mayor of the said city for the time 5KAcr^'*tt^Ao 
^ing, and shall be sworn at the general quarter ses- ^ 'sipom 

sions to, be held for the said city of York, and county at Easter Ses^ 
«f the same, next after Easter-day, yearly,^ for the due 
execution of the said office. 

9. Provided also. That if any person or persons Persons ag* 

«hall think him or themselves aggrieved by any deter- grieved may 

i» . . . . « , , M appealtoQuar^ 

mmation of any justice or justices of peace, who shall tir Sessions, 

at any time act in pursuance to the power to him given whose deter^ 
by this act, it shall and may be lawftil to and for such ^"^^ *^ 
person or persons to appeal to the next general quarter 
sessions of the peace, to be held for the said city, and county of the 
same (nty, the determination whereof shall be final and conclusive to 
all parties, and they are hereby irapowered to award costs to either 
party, as to them shall seem meet, in respect of such aj^ieal. 

7. Provided also, and be it forther enacted. That 

nothing in this act contained shall extend to compel ^'und^ 
the bringing to the said market any vessel of batter, ^^^i 
which shall contain but the quantity of four pounds of taining only 
butter, or under, or to make the said vessels liable to ^^^^^"^ ^ 
the said duty, any thing in this act contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

8. And be it enacted. That in all actions and suits that shall be 
brought against any person or persons, for what he or they shall do by 
virtue of the true intent and meaning of this act, the person or peraoqp 
so sued or molested shall or may plead the general General Issue* 
issue of not guilty, and give the special matter in evi- 
dence ; and in every such case, if the verdict shall pass for such person 
or persons, or that the plaintiff or plaintifft be nonsuit therein, or in 
case such action or suit shall be discontinued, the person so sued shall 
have his double costs, and shall recover the same, xXm^fc CottSm 
as in cases where costs by law are aocustomed to be 

recovered. 



An Act for Improving the NatfigntUi^ of the River Ouse, wds nuule in 
the year 1726-7, and subsequenily another Act to amend the same : 
but as these are not of such general concern as the two former, it may 
suffice to give a brief exiraol of the purport of each, 

Preamhletothe HERE AS the andent city of York hath been and 

act of 1796-7. jg considerable for it's trade both at home and 
abroad, and as well the said city and county of the same city, as the 
county adjoining upon or near unto the river Ouse, in the county of 
York, hath been much relieved, maintidned, and supported by the 
said river, which of late years, in divers places, hath been filled, 
bhoaked, and stopped up with sands and other obstructions, that ships, 
pinks, keels, boats, lighters, and other vessels cannot without great 
hazard and difficulty come up to the said city as in times past, whidi 
is not only detrimental to trade and the public good, and prejudicial to 
the said city, but to all traders thereto, and to the owners and occu« 
piers near thereunto ; and will be yet more ii\jurious to them, if some 
speedy rcmetly or course be not taken and provided for repairing, 
amending, and making the said river more navigable and passable, 
y ^ For remedy whereof. Sec, trustees were appointed, 

consisting of the right honourable the lord mayor, 
recorder, two city counsel, aldermen, and sheriffs of the said city of 
York for the time being, six of the four^-and-twcnty being of the 
privy-council of the said dty, twelve of the common-council-men of 
the said city, that is to say, three of every ward in the said dty, to be 
elected in the council-chamber of the said dty, as usual in electing 
committees for other purposes in the same dty." As any vacan- 
cies by death, or refusal to act, occur, the surviving trustees, 6r 
the major part of them, shall, from time to time, by writing under 
their liands and seals, elect and constitute a new trustee or trustees in 
the place of him or them so dying or ref\ising to act, so as the vacancy 
•f one of the said privy-council be supplied by one of the said privy- 
council ; and a vacancy of a common-council-man, be suppUed by one 
of the common-council-men of that ward where such vacancy shall 
happen, and so and in the like manner, from time to time, as any such 
vacancy shall happen." 

p^^f^,^ said trustees or the major part of them, or any 

person nominated " by any writing under their hands 
and seals," " have full power and authority by this present act, t« 
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dnrue, fscaar, deepen, open, enlarge, or stndten, and make more na*- 
figable the said rirer Ouse, fbr ships, pinks, keels, boats, lighters, and 
other Tessels, and from time to time to continue, support, and main* 
tain such navigation ; and for the better carrying on, effecting, and 
eontinuing thereof from time to time, as they shall think fit, to dig or 
cut the banks of the said river, and make new or larger trenches, cuts, 
or passages for water, in, upon, or through the lands or grounds ad- 
joining to, or lying near the said river, as they shall think fit "and 
to build, erect, and make upon the knds in or near the said river, 
banks, staiths, pens for water, cranes, wharfb, and warehouses, and 
other works proper and convenient fur the navigation of the said 
river," and " to do all other works, matters, and things, which shall 
be by them adjudged necessary and convenient, for the better improve* 
ment, use, or conveniency of the said navigation, and for the repairing;^ 
continuing, and supporting the works so to be made.** 

Before the trustees " meddle vrith any of the land, possession, or 
property of any person or persons, bodies politic, corporate, col- 
legiate," (^^ saving only fbr the surveying, marking, or laying out the 
ground, or other matter or thing they intend to use for the purposes 
aforesaid, which it shall and may be lawful for them at convenient 
time and times to do) diall compound and agree with ComptntruL 
the owner or owners thereof fbr su(^ damages as shall 
be thereby done, or procure some order therein to be made by tho 
oommissiotters, or any five or more of them fi>r that purpose, in man* 
ner and form as is hereafter expressed.'* 

For ascertaining and adjusting damages, in cases of ^ . . 
, . , . , Commtsstonerg, 

dispute, commissioners were appointed, with power 

under the hands and seals of any five or more of them, to settle and 
propcnrtion what satisfaction shall be made, and to whom, and how to 
be divided betwixt landlords and tenants, or any other having any 
particular interest or estate in any of the premises which shall be dam- 
nified or used as aforesaid, for his respective loss or damage.** 

If any person neglect to treat after SO days notice, the commissioners 
sre to issue precepts for a jury of 24 persons, against whom all persons 
concerned, have tlieir lawful diallenge. The place in question is to be 
viewed, and notice must be given in writing to the parties concerned, 
eight days before the jury meet to gJve their verdict ; whidi verdict iis 
to be binding. The said commissioners are to meet ^ at York^ SeWy, 
Cawood, or Howden, and not elsewhere,** and fbr determining dif^ 
ferences at such of the said places as shall be nearest to the plaee 
where the controversy or xnatler to be inquired of shall arise.** 
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Boatmen may haul dieir vesaela^ by meansof windiea 
aiuimg'way . ^ ^^^^^ engines ; and five or more of the commis- 
noners to appoint what sums to be paid to owners of land, for haiiling- 
ways, and maintaining the same, ^c" Master of Teasels are an* 
sweraUe for damages done to the towing-paths, or hanling-wmys. 
Qffffigrg of ''All owners of, and all and every person or per- 

loandt to have sons occupying any lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
jpUature-boaU. adjacent or near unto the said river, ahall have firee 
Uberty to keep or use any boat or vesaelj boats or ves8e]a> upon the 
•aid river for pleasure." 

Owners of " Provided, That the owner or owners of the said 

J® boats shall not carry any goods or mmhandiie in the 
carryGoodsor / 

Merchandize, boats, except sudi for which no toll or rate is to 

except suchfbr laid or paid by this act, and what shall be neoeasary 
i^^notoUit for the time such boats are used for pleasure,- Com- 
missioners must settle damagea by a jury. 
Rubbish -^7 pcxwii throwing soil, rubbish, &c. into the 

thrown into river, or laying it in the streets^ &c so as to wash 
the River, ^^^^ ^ faftit 5#. fw every offence. 

Commissioners not to interfere witb the mayor and commonalty. 
Kot to afiect or destroy commissiim of sewers fin* Hatfield Chace." 
Jhsputes about If any dispute arise about the weight of goods be- 
ike Weight of tween apy master of a yessel and the trustees, the lati, 
Goods. mayor may administer an oath to audi master, &c; 

imd if he refuse to take it, the trustees may weigh the goods at such 
master's expense; and if he refuse to pay the same, m^y sell so much 
pf the said goods as will satisfy the same. 

Tlie trustees may borrow money on the security of t]ie tolls, which 
axe to be moderated as soon as sufiident mo|iey is raised for the pur- 
poses of the act. 

T|ic commissioners derk to give security for monies coming into 
his hands. 

The commissioners have power " to assess and rate the prices of all 
carriage of goods whatsoever water-borne, to be brought unto or car- 
ried from the 8aid city of York, or to any other plaoe or places, town 
or towns, upon or adjoining unto the said river, by any master of a 
ship, pink, keel, boat, lighter, or otlier vessel, and to cause the rates 
and assessments so made to be hung up in some public plaoes, where 
such ships, pinks, keels, boats, lighters, or other vessels do oome from, 
or to which all persons may resort for their infbnpation ; and that nq 
•uch master of a s^iip^ pink, kcel^ boat, lighter, or other ve^iel^ sbi^ 
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ftr the freight or bringing of such goods take above the rates or prices 
aet thereupon, upon pain of forfeiting for every such oiFunce the sura 
cff 40^.> to be levied by warrant under the hands and souls of one or 
more of his majesty's justices of the peace for tlie said dty or riding, 
where such roaster of a ship, pink, keel, boat, lighter, or other vessel 
shall reside, or where such goods shall be brought as aibresaid, to the 
use of the said trustees." 

The trustees or commisdoners are not ^' to stop, hinder, or prejudice 
the navigation of the river Ihtn, or the new river or cut through which 
the said river Dun falls into the river Ouse, commonly called the New 
Dutch Cut, or to hindor the passage of boats, barges, and other vessels 
through the said river Dim and new cut into the said river Ouse^ nor 
to pr^udice the navigation of Aire and Derwettt." 

The undertakers for improving the navigation of the river Dun, 
may remedy obstructions occasioned by the Ouse. 

The commissioners of sewers for the level of Hatfield Chase, have 
the some power over the proposed new cuts as they had before, by 
virtue of their commission. 

Any action, &c. to be brought within tliree months after the £ict Is 
mnmitted. This act a public act. 

By the subsequent act, from and after the2 tth of June, 1732, the fol- 
lowing duties are to be paid : — on " all and every the ^ ^. ^ ^ 
jgoods, wares, and merchandizes, and other commodities j)at<L 
carried and conveyed on the said river Oz<^f above Wharf- 
Mouth (except such manure, dung, compost, or lime only, as shall be 
water-borne, and used and applied in tillage ; and also except all tim- 
ber, stone, and other materials made use of in or about the works ne- 
cessary for improving of the navigation of the said river) shall (xiy the 
tolls or rates following, that is to say. For every ton of wines and 
groceries, almonds, arrack, brandy, cyder, cyder-egcr, hops, fish oil, 
line oil, florence oil, scvil oil, and turj)cntine oil, nun, spirits, tobacco, 
vinegar, bacon^ hams, sides, and pork, coses and chests by measure^ 
€hina, coffee, cork, drugs and medicines, dyers* ware (except logwood, 
copperas, and allum) flour, glass, (except green gloss bottles) habcT- 
dashers' wares, household furniture, iron wrought ; linen and linen- 
drapers' wares, lemons, oranges and nuts, leather and calvcs-skin, 
mercery-ware, silk and woollen, iNiper white, and books, gardeners' 
seeds, salt, tea, and wooUen-drapery ware, 2*. 6d, respectively, and so 
ixi proportion for any greater or less quantity ; for every ton of cheese, 
^ax, pewter, soap, marble, bcU-xuctal, brass^ haXUsq^ and copper, 2$^ 
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respectitely, and so in proportion for taj greater or lew quantity ; Ibv 
every ton of oak bark, com of all sorts, earthen-ware, gf^cu gbai 
bottks, iron cast and unwrought ; lead, white and red ; paper, eap^ 
white, and brown ; grass-seeds, beans and pease, rape-aeed, stone, 
tallow, tin-plates and wire, timber, oak, ash, and ebn, respectively^ 
and so in proportion for any greater or less quantity ; for every ton ot 
allum, copperas, logwood, brimstone, bricks, tiles, coals, hemp, hay> 
lime for bnilding, lead, and turfs, 6d. respectively, and ao in proportioii 
for any greater or less quantity ; for every firkin, pot, eask, or other 
vessel of butter. Id. for every hundred ef oysters. Id, and that all other 
goods not herein particularly rated shall pay ad valorem, such rates or 
duties as shall be ascertained by the coynmisaioners;'* 

In case of refusal to pay the tolls, the trustees, &e., may detain any 
vessel, boat, &c. ; and if not redeemed within 10 days, may sell goods 
out of her, to answer the same and the charges. 

Masters of vessels, &c., must enter goods before they are unladen, 
and give cq;iie& of the bills of lading, and pity the tolls before they ui»» 
lade the vessels, under the penalty of 209. per ton of goods ao unljM^piir 
Jf required, biUs of lading to be attested on oath. 

lYustees may mortgage the tolls so as not to exceed 5 per cent, iiw 
terest, and not to injure a former mortgage. 

The duties to be lessened by the commissioners^ after monies boiw 
rowed are discharged. 

Persons removing to avoid penalties, may be followed and their 
goods distrained by a warrant from the justices of the district into 
which tliey remove. 

Casting soil, rubbish, &c., into the river, or laying the same in the 
streets, &c., subject to a penalty of Ss^ to be levied by warrant, &c.; 
or ill cose of wanting effects, to be imprisoned till paid ; or in case oF 
inability, for any time not exceeding 1* days. 

Masters, &.C., are liable for the offences of their servants in laying; 
soil, &c. 

Justices of the peace for the city, at the quarter sessions, may a^ 
point one or more persons to cleanse tlie streets, &c., leading to the 
river, or any rivulets running into the same, and for defraying the 
chargis, an assessment to be made not exceeding GJ, in the pound. 

In cose of non-payment of the said rates for 10 days afler demanded, 
the SHwe may be levied by distress and sale, &c. 

Any action, suit, &c., must be brought witliin six months. The 
general issue may be pleaded^ &c. This act h deemed a pubUc act« 
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An ACT of PARLIAMENT, 

^ASfcED JULY 9th, 1812, FOR THE SEOISTERINO AND SECURIlfO OF 

CHARITA liLE DONA TIONS, 

IS TO THE FOLLOWING PURPORT. 



l8t. 11 HAT a statement of the real and personal estate> and of the 
gross annual income, investment, and the general and particular ob« 
jects of all and every charity and charitahle donations, for the benefil 
of any poor or other persons, in any place in England and Wales, which 
shall have" been founded, benefited, increased, or secured, together 
with the names of the respective founders or benefactors, and also of 
the perwn in whose custody, possession, or control, the deeds, wills, 
and other instruments, whrn-by such charities or donations shall have 
been established, benofitid, or increased, &c. may be ; and also of the 
names of the then trustees, feoffees, or possessors of such real or per* 
sonal cst;itc, shall, after six calendar months fW)m the passing of this 
act, he ixgistercd by the persons in trust, in the office of the derk of 
the peace of the county, or city, or town, being a county of itself, 
within which such poor or othrr persons shall be ; the statement thu« 
registered being signed by the persons in trust, and left with the clerk 
of the peace, he must Ansmit a copy of it to the enrolment oflSce of the 
high court of chancery. 

Form, required by the Act. — A memorial or statement, in pursu* 
ance of an act for the registering and securing of charitable donations, 
whereby it is declared by the undersig?ied C state the name or names of 
the persons who si^rn the memorial or statement ) That the real or per- 
sonal estate (state this as the case may he) of the ( state the title or 
afypellation of the charity or charitahle donation ) consists of (" state this 
as the case may he ; and if real estate, whether it he in lands, tenments, 
or hereditaments, and of what tenure^ and where the same are situate, or 
whetha^ of any charge or incumbrance on any lands, tenements, or here* 
ditaments, and where situate; and if personal estate, describe the nature 
of it, and how secured ), and the gross annual income arising therefhnn, 
amounts to ( state the sum ), and the objects of which charity or cha- 
ritable foundation are ( state the general or particular objects of the cha-* 
rity ) and which charity or charitable foundation was, according to the 
best of my ( or our, as the case may be J knowledge and belief, founded 
by C state by whom ; and if IteneJUed, increased, or secured by any other 
person, slate the same, and ty whom ) and the deeds, willf, and other 
instruments ( state this as the case may be ; and if no deeds, wills, or 
9ther instruments exist, state the same J are, to the beat of my C ^ ^ J 
roL- i.'^to follow page 39§. 
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knowledge and belief, in the custody, possession, or control state this 
as the case may be) of ( state the name of the body corpuraie, or natural 
person ) and the trustees, feoflees, or possessors ( state this as the case 
may l>ej of the said real and personal estate C state this as tJie case may 
ht) are, to the best of my (or our) knowledge and belief ( ^ 
name of the Ifody corporate, or natural person, as the case may be J. 

C" A. B. 
Signed]" C. D. 

V" E. F. 

Trustee, or trustees, feoffees, possessor or pcssessors, 
of the real or personal estate C as the case may be) of 
the charity or charitable donation hereby luemo- 
rialized and registered." 

td. Wherever any such charity sludl be founded, increased^ or se- 
. cured by any deed, will, or other instrument hereafter to be made by 
any person, a similar statement shall be registered as aforesaid, within 
twelve months after the decease of the person by whom such instnunent 
shall have been executetl. 

3d. The clerk of the peace to provide, as occasion may require, pro- 
per books of parchment or vellum, wherein such registers shall be made 
and entered ; and the said book to be kept at the olEce for public use 
ani iuspcction, together with an index of the charities, distinguishing 
each by the name of the first founder, where Ipiown, or the name by 
which each is generally known. 

4th. In case the persons to be benefited be not wholly within one 
county, the clerk of the peace where the charity is registered, shall 
notify, in the London Gazette, the name thereof, as entered in the in- 
dex, and the names of tlie places wherein the objects of such charity 
shall be, and the particular or general objects thereof, and the name 
•f the county wherein the statement is registered. 

5th. If any such charity or charitable donation shall not be duly me- 
morialized, stilted, and registered, according to the provisions of this act, 
it shall be lawful for any two persons, or more, interested in such cha- 
rity, to present a petition to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or 
Lords Commigsioners for the Custody of the Great Seal, or Master of 
the Rolls for the time being, or the Court of Exchequer, complaining 
thereof; and they are hereby required to hear such petition in a sum- 
mary way, and ujwn affidavits, or such other e\idence as shall be pro- 
duced upon such heiu*ing, to determine the same, and , to make such 
order therein, and with respect to the costs of such application and 
proceetlings, as to him or them shall seem fit, and which order shall 
be final and conclusive. 

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. Merely state that no proceedings as above 
thall decide any right or title to property so r^tered, or as to persons 



tbtitled to the benefits of such charities. That each clerk of the peac^^ 
when required, shall make search for any memorials so registered, and 
fehall give copies thereof, when required, to all persons willing t6 pay 
the usual small allowance for the trouble thus occasioned. Ihat tho 
clerk shall be paid for the trouble and expense occasioned by advertise 
ing in the London Gazette and that where any difficulty shall occur 
in preparing the statement, the court of quarter sessions^ whm the 
memorial is intended to be registered, shall allow further time> as din 
cumstrnices mAy require, not exceeding six calendar monthsi 

10th. The court of quarter sessioiiSj as abore, to allow the costs af^ 
tending the preparing and registering of the statement to the person 
who has effected the same, he deducfting the sum fVom the money in 
hand. But these provisions not to extend to any donation not secured 
upon lands, tenements, or directed to be invested in the government^ 
or any public stock or funds, nor to any charitable donation what* 
soever, which5 by the direction of the donor thereof^ or by the lawftd 
rules of any charitable institution whatsoever^ may be wholly or id 
part expended in and about the charitable purposes^ for which the 
tame may have been given^ at the discretion of the governors, directorsj 
managers, trustees, &c of such charitable institution^ at any timd 
whatsoever." 

11th. This act not to extend to any institutions of royal fbtindationy 
nor to friendly societies nor to certain infirmaries^ &c enumerated ill 
the act. 

12th. Not to extend to any charitable foundation giten to or for thtf 
benefit of the society of fHends, and under the superintendence an4 
control of persons of that persuasion* 

13th. Not to extend to any charitable foundations, the accounts ot 
which ate directed to be pj^ssed in the court of chanoeiy. 

l4th. Where any body Corporate, guild, or fraternity, shall be ea^ 
trusted with the possession or distribution of divers charities, thewhok 
tnay be registered in one memorial or statement. 

15th. Saving to the king, and to all other persons such power ot 
superintending and regulating eharttiesy m they respectively had be# 
iire the passing of this acU. 
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«A.S ftequent mention is made in this work, especially in the second 
volume, of the several religious orders, a brief account of them may 
be acceptable to the reader. 

The monastic state originated in the eaat. In the earliest ages of 
Christianity, many persons, in imitation of the Rechabites, the pro- 
iphets, and John the Baptist, under the Jewish dispensation, embraced 
a life of solitude, and dedicated all their time to prayer, fasting, and 
bther penitential exercises. They were called Monks," from living 
alone. Others, particularly in time of persecution> retired to lonely 
•deserts. In the year 250, St. Paul, the first hermit, retired into Up- 
^per Egypt ; where, having attained his Ii3th year, he died, in 341. 
About the same time, St. Anthony, after spending many years in per« 
;ftct solitude, permitted a numerous body of men to live in community 
with him, and to lead, under his direction, a life of piety and manual 
labour, sanctified by prayer. 

St. Pachomius was the first who composed a written rule for the 
4X>nduct of monks. The communities under his directions inhabited 
the desert of Tabenne, a small island in the yile, between the '^own 
of Girge and the ancient Thebes. Thirty or fbrty of them composed 
lone house ; and 80 or 40 houses composed a monastery, and the desert 
contained about 13 monastcri««« A Dean was placed over every ten 
monks ; every house had its superior, every monastery its abbot ; and 
a general director superintended the whole. Every Sunday, all the 
monks of a monastery met at its common oratory, to attend at the ce- 
lebration of the Divine Mysteries ; and at Easter, the monks of all the 
communities, sometimes amounting to 50,000, assembled in one body, 
for its celebration. Some aiming at higher perfection, retired to a 
stricter solitude. This divided the monks into the Cconobites, who lived 
in community, and the Anachoriies, who lived in separate cells. Each 
separate cell was sometimes bounded by a small inclosure ; their gene- 
ral precinct was called a Laura. The number of these monasteries wa» 
very grrat, but almost all of them were destroyed by the Saracens. 

St. Athanasius introduced the monastic state into the west. Aboiit 
200 years after its first introduction, St. Benedict, an Italian monk, 
framed his religious rule for his convent, at Mount Cassino, between 
Rome and Naples. It was formed on that of St. Pachomius, and con- 
tained the same division of time, for prayer and manual labour ; the 
same silence, the same solitude; but there was some relaxation in 
the article of diet His rule was embraced by all the monks of the west. 
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A celebrated Protestant historian. Mallet, in his history of the Swiss, 
Tol. 1, page 103, speaks thus of their services, rendered to society 
" The Christian Clergy, like the Druids of Gaul, were the only depo- 
sitaries of knowledge ; the only lawyers, physicians, astronomers, his- 
torians, notaries ; the only persons acquainted with the Belles Lettres; 
the only persons who could instruct youth. The monks softened, by 
their instructions, tlie ferocious manners of the people ; and opposed 
their credit to the despotism of the nobility; who knew no other occu- 
pation than war, and grievously oppressed their suly'ects and inferiors* 
On this account, the government of the monks, was preferred to theirs. 
The people sought them for judges : It was a usual saying, that it 
was better to be governed by a bishop's crosier than by a monarch'^ 
sceptre. The monks were engaged in useful employments; they cleared 
and cultivated barren tracts of land. Next to preaching, agriculture 
was their principal occupation." 

When," adds the same author, " we consider the profound igoo* 
ranee of the nations who established themselves on the ruins of invaded 
Rome, their exclusive passion for war, their contempt for the sciences, 
the arts, and even for writing, what was it that preserved the humai^ 
mind fVom being plunged into the darkness of the greatest barbarism, 
and from losing the last remains of Greek and Roman lore ? Nothing 
less than the power of the Christian Religion could subdue those bar- 
barous prejudices. It was necessary there should be a sacred Book, 
which made the knowledge of writing indispensable — a particular class, 
an order of informed men, bound to study and to teach its contents." 

In the Quarterly Review for the month of December, 1811, we 
read : " The world has been never so deeply indebted to any other 
body of men, as to this illustrious order ; but historians, when relating 
the evil of which they were the occasion, have too frequently fi>rgottei| 
the good which they produced." With this remark the writer friUy 
coincides, but still he cannot either recommend or approve the sedu* 
sions from the world, at the present day, which these religious ordm 
adopted ; yet it is but candid to acknowledge that it might be warranted 
in their times, when persecution pursued the religious, and when igr 
norance was in open warfare with science and with truth. In the reii 
cords of past ages, we find the characters of the venerable Bede, and 
many others, pourtrayed in colours which must command our admirir 
tion, and rivet our attachment ; for though the original course and de- 
signs of the first founders and members of many of the orders which 
we have here to notice, were, in after ages, grossly perverted ; piety 
towards the Deity, and good-will towards men, were certainly top 
conspicuous in their actions to pass unnotic^, by any but the children 
of prejudice and error. 

F f 3« 
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In (xmsequenoe of the general devastation and conftirioiiy occadoBeS 
in Italy, by the Lombards ; in S]Mdn, by the Saracens ; iq France, by 
the civil wars among the descendants of Charlemagne ; and in Eng- 
hui\, by the irruption of the Danes ; the Benedictine Monks fell from 
Ui' ir original fervour. St. Odo restored it at Cluni, and several mo- 
nasteries ailopted his reform. By degrees, the congregation of ClunI 
wanted a refbrra. Towards the middle of the 11th oentury, several 
eminent men arose in the Benedictine order, and endeavoured to re- 
store it to its ancient purity ; and each, by adding some new statute 
0r custom to the original rule, became the founder of a secondary order. 
8uch are the Carthusians, the Camaldales, the Celestines, the monks 

Gmndmont, the congregation of St Alaur, the order of Citeaux, 
loid the filiation fh>m it, the monks of La Trappe ; of the latter of 
frhom, a late Protestant authoress has spoken in very high terms*. 

The monks of VaUombrosa, in Tuscany, are the first among whom 
lay brothers are found with that name. They were merely attached 
io the order as servants at first ; but, afterwards, they were permitted 
to make their vows ; and have been since looked upon as professed 
religious brothers. 

The canons regular of St. Augustin, derive their origin fVom oertaift 
rrfpectable ecclesiastics, who, in the 8th century, formed themselves 
Into a kind of middle order, between the monks of the secular clergy. 
They adopted so much of the monastic discipline, as to have their 
dwellings and table in common, and to assemble at stated hours for 
the divine strvice ; but they made no vows, and often discharged the 
functions of the holy ministry, in cburches committed to their care* 
By dtprets, n laxation crept into this body, and in the 12th century, 
a considerable reformation took place, under the auspices of Pope Ni- 
cholas the second. 

Other individuals, in consequence of the zealous exhortations of Ivo, 
bishop of Chartres, subjc ct< d themselves to an austere mode of living, 
and resembled the discTi)line of a monastic life. Hence the distinction 
between the secuhir and regular canons ; the former observing the de- 
cree of Nicholas 1 1. — the latter the directions of Ivo, which were formed 
on the rules Ir^d down in St. Augustin's letters, and thence their name 
of Rt'gular Canonjf of Sf. Ait^itsiin. They kept jmblic sehools, and 
otherways rendered themselves of great utility to the chnrch. A spirit 
of relaxation, however, finding its way into their ord« St. Norbert 
introduccil a retbnn into his convent at Premcntri, in l*icanly ; with 
great rnpidity, it spread through Europe, and converts, embracing thii^ 
fcfprm, were thence called Premr.nstrutenscs. 

f Sef Lancelot** Tour to AletJ^ 
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Convents of religious women were founded, the institutes of which 
•orresponded with tliose of the religious orders and congregations aboy« 
noticed, and with some of their principal reforms. 

During many centuries, the Benedictines, and the congregations 
which emanated from them, with the canons of St. Augustin, were th« 
only monastic orders of the west ; hut, in the 13th century^ arose the 
Mendicant orders : These were the Franciscans, the Dominicans, tht 
Carmelites, and the Hermits of St, Augustin. 

The Franciscans were disciples of St. Francis, of Assissium. He 
was a man of Uttle human learning ; hut, in the science of the saints^ 
he had few equals. From humility, he called his religious. Friary 
Minors, or the Utile brethren. Their chief employment was in the la- 
horious parts of the sacred ministry. In hospitals, in prisons, among 
the lowest orders of the poor, in every place where labour and daitger^ 
without any worldly remuneration, attended the exerdse of the mi- 
nistry, there the Franciscan friars were sure to be found. Many of 
them were also eminent for their learning ; and some were exalted to 
the highest ecclesiastical dignities. 

There are three orders of St. Francis. The first divaricated into tho 
Conventual Friars, who admitted mitigations into their practice of the 
rule ; and the Observaniine Friars, who derived their name from their 
stricter observance of it. In France, they were called Cordeliers, from 
a cord, with which they girded their habit. The principal of the re- 
formed congregations, are the Recollects, or Grey Friars, and the 
Capuchins. 

The second order of St. Francis, is that of ihepoor Clares, and is re- 
markable for its extreme severity. The third order was instituted by 
St. Francis, for persons of both sexes living in the world, but united 
by certain rules, compatible with a secular life. This institute was 
imitated by the Dominicans and Carmelites, There were some mo- 
nasteries, particularly in Flanders, of Nuns, who were called of the 
third order of St. Francis : they vowed inclosure, and had a mitigated 
rule. 

The Dominicans derive their name fVom their founder, St. Dominic. 
He first adopted the rule of the Canons Regular, of St. Augustin, for 
which he afterwards substituted that of St. Benedict, but with so many 
alterations, as almost to make it a new rule. Public instruction was 
his great object ; hence the disciples of St. Dominic were called the 
Preaching Fryars. 

The Carmelites derive their name from Mount Carmel, which, from 
the earUcst time, an uninterrupted succession of hermits are said to 
have inhabited, till the 12th or 13th century ; irhen the rule of the 
Carmelites, as now observed, was established by St Simon Stock, in 
Palestine. Alberic^ then: 5th general, removed from Palestine ; an^ 
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houBPS of thdr ord«r were established in miuiy parti of Earope. A 
yefimn was introduced into the order, by the exertions of St. Theresa. 
Those who embraced the reform, were, from their not wearing shoes, 
called the Disatkcded, orunshoddcn Carmelites, in opposition to those 
who continued Calceaied, or shodden. 

The Hermits of St. Aygvstin derive their institute from a bull of 
Pope Alexander IV., i^hich collected into one order, under that name, 
peveral orders of hermits, and presented a rule ibr their government. 
An order k considered to be strictly mendicant, when it has no fixed 
income, and derives its whole subsistence from casual bounty. To 
that St Francis did not wish his brethren to have recourse, till they 
found their own exertions and earnings insufficient. I labour,** says 
the humble fbunder, and wish all my brethren to labour incessantly, 
fbr a decent livelihood. Let those who have not learned any laborious 
employment, learn one ; not fh>m an improper desire of gain, but as a 
good example, and to keep off idleness ; and when we do not receive 
the wages of our labour, let us then approach the table of the Lord; 
and beg from door to door," 

Experience soon discovered that many spiritual and many temporal 
evils attended mendicity. In consequence of these, some of the Fran- 
ciscan establishments, and aln!03t all the establishments of the three 
ether orders, b^n to acquire permanent property. This the church 
first permitted, and afU'ruaids countenanced ; and the council of 
Trent confined mendicity to the Observantines and Capuchins. 

In 1534, St. Ignatius laid the foundation of the Societif of Jesits, and 
the order existeil during two centuries. The Jesuits wcrt, hcwever, 
put down in 1776, by Pope Clement XIV. ; but were restored the 
15th of August, 1814, by the present Pontiff, Pius VII. 

The Orutorians, the Lnzarisis, and the Sufpiciens, were either 
founded or first established in France, during the reign of Louis XIV. 
They lived in community, without being bound by religious vows, in 
the observance of certiiin settled rules. The Oratorians were particu- 
larly given to the study of theology and sacred literature. The I..aza-« 
rists and Sulpiciens oourtetl obscurity. The character of the Sulpi- 
dens, given by Bausset, the former bishop of Alais, in his very inte- 
resting life of Fenclon, may be applied equally to the I^zarists. — 

Avoiding public notice, engaging in no contest, resigning to others 
those good works which confer celebrity, it was theirs to be actively 
employed in the service of the church, in the most obscure and hum- 
ble fiinctions ; and, within that modest but usefVd line of duty, their 
^ertions were uniformly hmited/* 

OfMiUtary Orders in the church of Rome, there were the KnightM 
ff^. John ofj^ruicdcm, vrho, after the loss of the Holy Land^ reti^ 
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first to Cyprus ; thence to Rhodes, and in 1593, to Malta ; and from 
that time have been generally known by the appellation of Knighls of 
Mafia. The Knights Templars were established about the same time, 
and took their name from a monastery, given them by Baldwin, second 
king of Jerusalem, which immediately joine<l the temple in his palace. 
They were suppressed by the Council of Vicnne, anno 1312. The 
Teutonic Order was founded in the model of that of the Knights Tem- 
plars, in 1191. The onler of iSV. Lazarus was originally founded, to 
take care of persons infected with leprosy ; in the course of time it be- 
came a military order. It returned with St. Louis into Europe, in 
1254, and was afterwards united with the order of our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, in France, and w^ith that of St. Maurice, in Savoy. All these 
orders displayed heroic acts of valour during the prevalence of that ab- 
surd rage, in Christendom, which produced the enterprizes of the Cru- 
saders, to recover the Holy Land. 



THE RIVER OUSE 

Being necessarily noticed in various parts of this work, it is requisite 
the writer should give a brief sketch of its source and ooune ; but in 
doing this, he will avoid the uninteresting ox^uments which at various 
times have arisen relative to the origin of the name. 

The Ure, which is termed the Ouse, after, its junction with the 
SwaJe, a little below Isurinm, rises amongst the Coiierine Hills, in 
tlie fartliest part of Richmondshire, about 14. miles beyond ]Middleham 
It collects many tributary streams in its course through the beautiful 
valley of Wensleydale, and then flows, with a bold current, for many 
miles within the North-Riding. After passing Ousebum, where the 
name changes, it runs Xjq Linton-upun-Ouse, Newton-upon-Ousej and 
NuU'Monkton ; where it is joined by the river Nid. Thence it 
pursues its course to Jled^House, Overton, Nether Poppleton, Clifton, 
and York. Here it is augmented by the streaoi of the Foss, and flows 
on past Water Fulfurd, Bisltop-T/torp, ^c. with a winding course, al- 
most full south, fonning a boundary between the East and West Rid- 
ings. Near Nun^Appleion, about 8 miles from York, the Oiise is con- 
siderably augmented by the junction of the Wharf; and hence it flows 
south-east by Sclbif, till, about 4 or 5 miles further, it begins to pur- 
sue an easterly course, and soon receives the Dcrwent. The Ouse is 
next joined by the united streams of the Colder and Air, within a 
quarter of a mile of Booth-Fcny. Two or three miles further the 
Ouse receives the Don, and thus augmented, its stream is as broad as the 
T^mes, near London ; it is also soon after further enlarged by its 
confluence with the Trent j at Brome/lcet, and there chon^ its name 
IP that of The Humber. 
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Respecting the Navigation of the Ouse fitcm the Humber to Ymk, 
in former ages^ Drake remarks to the following purport : Free and 
open it must have been anciently, with a strong flow of tide; or such 
ships as Malmsbury speaks of, which then navigated the German and 
Irish seas, could not have sailed up to unlade their burdens, in the 
heart of the city. Invaders of this country, with their fleets, some* 
times consisting of five hundred sail or more, came very high up the 
Ouse, before they landed, as may be seen by the accounts recorded in 
this History ; on some occasions, within six miles of the city. 

Drake concludes his observations with stating, there is " frequently 
a strange flow or back torrent of water, not ruled by the tides, called 
the Eager, This makes a mighty noise at its approach, so as to be 
heard at some miles distance ; and, if it was not well known, would 
cause a great deal of terror to the country about it. The cause of this 
preternatural current I shall leave for the naturalist to determine." 

In process of time, the trade of York, and the navigation of the 
Ouse, rapidly declined. Various proposals were made, axkl plans. sug« 
gested for their restoration, with little effect But in the reign of 
George the First, the act was procured, the substance of which is given 
in this volume, and it has contributed more to the improvement of the 
navigation than any preceding measure. To enter into the partieulart 
of this l^islative enactment would be superfluous, as they are already 
given. It will therefore be sufficient here to remark, that on Saturday 
the 24th of June, 1727, tonnage was first taken en all water-borne 
goods, towards defVaying the expenses of the improvements' effected 
by it. 

In this volume, page 126, an account is already given of the fish*- 
garths, which were in the rivers Ouse and Humber, about the yeai 
1530. And at page 344 to 346, is a dcsmption of the Court of Con- 
servation of the river Ouse, a most singular privilege possessed by the 
chief magistrate of York. 

About 50 years ago, a lock was built a Httle bek)w Nabum, 4 miles 
from York, prior to which time, the flow of the tide was observed at 
Ouse-bridge, a course of 80 miles from the sea, to be 4 feet ; but since 
Naburn lock was built, the river on this side of it is not affected by 
the tide, except when the lock is under repair. In the second vo- 
lume of this work, pages 168 and 169, are accounts of the Old and 
New Cranes, in Skeldergate, which are closely connected with thit 
navigation. The writer has, thcrelbre, only to notice, in conclusions 
the number of vessels, with their names and tonnage, which are ooQ 
ncctcd with the trade of York. 
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REGULAR TRADERS. 

London and York, 

TONi TOin 

-Ousr, PUxton 150 Spring, Bafley ^ 119 

Means, Leach 140 Vine, Steele 140 

Ebor, CoUyer 160 Masham, Handley 130 

York, TUl 130 JubUee, Plaxton 120 

Wetlierby, Temperton 130 Dairymaid, CorbeU 100 

Knaresbjrougbt ^hilleto 110 Ripon, Leetham 110 

HuU and York. 

TONS Tom 

Active, North 60 William and Sarah, Darbyshire . 60 

Phoenix, North 90 Caiysfort, Whitehead 60 

Ploughman, Stephenson..^ 65 Friends, Scaling 60 

Friends, Stephenson 60 Success, Tootle 60 

Gainsborough and York* 

TONS T0X8 

Brothers, Wilkioson 80 Resolution, Gumill ^ 00 

RoVicrluim and York, 

Charles and Eliza, Deamaly 65 Tom. 

Selhy and York, 
John and Mary, Field (Packet Boat) 40 Tons, 

Ripon and York, 
TONS Toiri 
York, Howling ...t 60 Boroughbridge, Kerridge , 60 

Leeds and York, 

TONS TONfl 

Leeds Packet, Hewitt 60 Fly Packet. 25 

Ripon and HuU. 
TONS Toirt 

Industry, Kitchen 60 Four Brothers, Pew 60 

Good Intent, Wrigglesworth 60 Phoebe, Scatcherd 60 

Trafalgar, Haidcastle 60 

Newcastle and York. 
Britain, Swift 80 Tons. 

Besides the above regular Traders, there are many vessels employed in the cora 
and coal trades,' and the following Packet Boats :— 

One from Newton-on-Ousc, which arrives and returns every Saturday. 

One from Cawood, arrives and returns on the same t^ay. 

One from Bubwith, about once in six weeks, carries Tons. 

Also a Steam Packet, from Hull and Selby ; at first every day, but now voy 
uncertain. 



Vessels which pasted through NaJbmrn Lock from Jm. 1, 1816, to Jan. 1, 1816; 

Vessels that paid lock dues 2305 

Ditto, with lime, that pay no lock dues 296 

Dittoi with manure^ ibout 900—0801 
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THE RIVER FOSS 

Rises in the andeDt finrest of Galtro, a littk above Sheriff-HnttoD ; 
and^ pursaxng the coane, which, no doubt, was fixmcd by the Ro- 
mans, enters the suburbs of the dty of York, flows by the walls of the 
county gud, into Browney* Dike ; and, crossing the new walk, yields 
to the Quae its tributary stream. 

The situation of the grand bason, or retierTotr, which die waten of 
die FosB anciently formed, is already mendoned in pages 33 and 34 of 
the second volume. 

Gough, in his edition of Camdtn^ confirms this account by quoting 
Mr. Drake 8 authority for supposing it made by the Romans to drain 
the great forest of Galtres, and serve as a bason or harbour for vessels. 
This prodigious collecdon of water had five bridges over it. The Fosb, 
which has undergone many improvements, formerly surrounded the 
casde and Clifibrd's tower, as mentioned at page 227, &c. of voL 2. And 
referring from the times of the Romans, to those of more modem date, 
we find it is termed a Fish Pond, and belonged to the crown ; for in 
SOth of Edward the Third, it is called Sta^ Dom, Regis de Foss, as 
appears by an inquisition. In the reigns of Edward I. of Henry IV. 
and Henry VI. it is also termed the royal fishery. This fishery, caDed 
Foss Dyke, was granted to the Archbishop of York, for the term of 21 
years, the 18th of Iltnry VII. ; but afterwards the whole river <uid 
fishtry were granted to the Nc^-ils, lords of >heriff-Hutton, firom whom 
it came to the Ingrams, and alttTwards to the feraily of Lord Irwin. 

In 1793, an act of parliament was obtained For making and main- 
taining a liavigable coiuraunication from the junction of the river Foss, 
with the river Ouse at or near the city of York, to StiUington mill, 
in the parish of Stillington, in the north-riding of the county of York ; 
and for diaining and improving ctruiu low lands lying on each side of 
the said river Foss." Also in 1801, an act was passed to explain and 
amend the above, so far as relates to the navigation ; and for enabling 
the comp;iny of proprietors to complete the same. 

To these two acts of parliaraeni the writer must refer those who are 
anxious tor further particulars, as the limits of this work will not ad- 
mit of a more minute detaiL 

• The ffrtncnn/t in die dark ages of supcibtition, implied a species of cril spi- 
rits, which differed trom ihejulri-'s, the latter being considered as good spirits.—. 
Tliis Bru\n:nj Dike is a plao: where boys generally resort to bathe and leam to 
swim. Ilcticc it is not improbable, that Uiia appellation may have been given by 
their parcnu, to deter them from the daogczous excrdse. 
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Beaumaris • • • 


. 168 


IV' Bi^xton . . , 


70 


Daventry . . . 


. 162 






Byland Abbey . 


. 2Q 


S. Drawliah . . 


. 330 
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Miles 












Gomersall, Great 


. 31 


Ilchester .... 270 


Denbigh . . .* 


. 136 


Grantham . . . 


. 88 


Invc^mess .... 63^ 






Gravesend • . . 


. 217 






. 92 


Grimsby • . . 


. 70 


S. llfracombe • • . 330 






Guildford . . . 


. 226 


Kcighley ... 40 


Dewsberry . # » 


. 33 


GuirixmNigfa • • 


. 61 


Kl;Uington, Com. • 361 


Doncaster . . . 


. 37 


Guisbum . • • 


. 63 




Dorchester . • . 


. 277 


Halifax . . . 


. 42 


Tlirohgh i/te Lakes t0 


S. Dover . . . 


. 309 


Halstead . • . 


. 189 


Lancaster, Hz. to 


Driffield, Great . 


. 29 


Harborough . . 


. 123 


Hawswater, thro* Long 


Droitwich . • • 


. 151 


Harewood House 


. 21 


Sloddale . . . « 16 




. 133 


ir. Harrogate . 


. 21 


Penrith, by BramptoH 


Dufficld, North . 


. 11 


S. Hartlepool . . 


. 61 


and Lowther . . 12 


Dumfries • • • 


. 169 


S, Harwich . . 


. 216 


ULswATEm Foot h 


Dunraow . . . 


. 178 


Haslemere . . • 


. 238 


Patterdale, or head of Ulf- 


Duncombc Park and Rie- 


S. Hastings . . 


. 263 




vaiilx Abbey . 


. 23 


Haverfordwest . 


. 277 


Ambleside, orer Kiri[* 


Danstable . • • 


. 175 




. 47 




Durham • • • 


. 67 


Hay 




Kc^ w ick » iit<m\ \ 1* water 16 










Lodoi« Water.Fall . S 


Easingwold . - 


. 13 


Helmsley . . . 


. 23 




S. Eastbourne . 


. 260 


Hehnsley, Gate . 


. 6 


Bowdar SteneCastle Hill 1 


Eccleshall . . • 


. 115 


Hclmslcy, Over . 


. 7 


Rosthwaite ... 1 


Edinburgh . . • 


. 181 


Hplpcrby . . . 


. 16 


Seathwaite . . . . 2^ 






Hclstone . . • 


. 404 


Wast Water, over Stye- 




. 186 


Henley on Thames 


. 212 


head ..... 4i 






Hereford . . . 


. 182 


Keswick, by Waten- 






Hertford . . . 


. 174 


lathe .... 134 


Eversham . . . 


. 171 


Heslington . . 


. 2 


Armthwaite, down the 






Hexham . • . 


. 103 


East side of Bassot- 


Exmouth . • • 


. 325 






tliwaite water . . 8 


Falmouth . . 


. S!IS» 


Holme on Spald- Moor 19 


Keswick, up the other 


Famham . . • 


. 235 








Ferrybridge ' . . 


. 22 


Holywell . . . 


. 126 


Kirkadale . • . . 6 


Flambrough . 


. 44 






BUTTERMERE . . 3 






Hornsea . . • 


. 33 


Scale Force ... 14 


S. Fowcy . . . 


. 374 


Hounslow . . . 


. 204 


l^rton from Buttermere, 


Fountain's Abbey 


. 28 


Howden . . « 


. 20 


down Crummock water 6 






Howsl'am . . • 


. 12 


Keswick . . . . 7i 




. 1 






Casile-rigg. ... 1 


Fulneck . . . 


. 31 


Huddersfield . • 


. 39 


Leathes water . 4 


Gainsborough . 


. 67 






Dunmaile-raise-fitones 4^ 


Garraby Inn . . 


. 12 


Hungerford . . 


. 212 


Grasmere ... 24 


FT. Gilsland . . 


. 132 


Hunnianby . . 


. 38 


Rydal .... 2 


Green Haniraerton 


. 10 


Huntingdon . • 


. 138 


Amrleside . • • 2 


Greta Bridge . • 


. 54 


Huntington, Yorks. 3 


Bowness .... 6 


Glasgow . . . 


. 230 


Hutton, Sand . 


. 7 


Ferry-house, across Win- 


Gloucester . . . 


. 191 


Hutton, Sheriff . 


. 10 


dermere • • • • \ 
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Miles 

ttawkeshead ... 4 

COXI8TOy-WATER- 

Head .... 3 
Coniston- water-foot • 6 
Lowick Bridge . . 2^ 
Penny Bridge ... 2 

Booth 2 

Newby Bridge . . 3 

NewtoR 3 

•WithenJack ... 4 

I.evcnfl 4 

Milnthorjie ... 2 
Burton . . . . « 4 

Bolton 7 

Lakcaster ... 4 
Ulverston, from Lowick 
Bridge . « . . 5 
Fumeas Abbey^ by Dal- 

ton 6 

Carter House, from Ul- 
verston .... 1 

Holker 3 

Cartmd, or Flookburgh 2 
Carter House ... 2 
Hest-bans, over Sands 9 
I^caster .... 3 

Kexby C 

Kidderminster . .144 
Kingston .... 208 
KirbymooTside . . 28 
Kirkscad Abbey, near 

Leeds . . . . 2C 
Kirkhani Priory, near 

WhitweU ... 13 
Knarebbrough . . 18 

LandafF .... 249 
Lancasitcr .... 89 
Langwith .... 2 
Launceston . . . 3r»0 
If^ Leamington . . 142 

Leeds 24 

Leek 103 

Leicester .... 109 
Leominster . . . 174 
Lingcroft .... 3 

Linton 10 

Liskeard .... 3d6 



MUes 

Lewes 245 

Leybum .... 43 
Lincoln ..... 72 
Litchfield .... 118 

Little Hampton . 259 
Liverpool .... 107 
Llanbeder, Car, . . 215 
Llanyniddovry . . 219 
Lobster House . « 7 
London .... 198 
Londesbrough . . 21 
Lougliborough . • 98 

Louth 92 

S. Lowestoff . 4 . 232 

Ludlow 183 

S. Lyme Regis . . 241 
S. I^3rmingtim < • 287 
Lynn . . . . « 152 

Macclesfield . . 91 
Maidstone .... 230 

Maiden 200 

Mahnesbnry . . . 214 

Muhon 18 

fV. Malveme, Great 185 
Manchester « . « 70 
Mansfield .... 80 
S, Margate ... 288 
Market Uaisin . . 63 
Market-Wkighton 4 19 
Marilwrough . . .212 
Marske, nrGuisbro' 67 
-Masham .... 28 
IT. Madock ... 82 
Melton Mowbray . 102 
Middleham ... 38 
Midhurst .... 248 
Mincht-ad .... 288 
Monmouth . . . 210 
Montgomery . . .163 
Morpeth .... 97 

Murton 3 

M;ton 15 

Nabum .... 4 
Xaniptwtcli . . . 108 

Newark 74 

Newbury .... 210 
NewbyHaU ... 19 
Newcastle on Tyne . 00 



MiUi 

Newcastle imd. Lyne 1(M 
Newcnt,' Glo. . . 191 
Newmarket • . . 16i 
Newport, L of W. . 281 
Newport, Moru . . 240 
Newport, Pemb. . 250 
Newport Pagnell * 148 
Northallerton . . 38 
Northampton . . 140 
Norwich . . . • 221 
Nottingham ... 94 
Nun-Appleton . . 9 

Oakham . . . . IIS 
Oakhampton . . . 329 

Orfoi^ 229 

Osbaldwick ... 2 

Otley 30 

Oundle l» 

Overton ..... 5 
Oxford ..... 18!4 

Padstow, Corn. . 380 
Pateley Bridge . . 92 
Pattrington ... 59 
Pembroke .... 279 
Penistone .... 49 

Penrith 99 

Penryn 399 

Penzance .... 419 

Perth 234 

Peterborough ... 122 
Petersfield .... 249 
Pkkering .... 87 
Plumpton • ... 19 
Plymouth .... 350 
Pocklington . . , 13 
Pontefract .... 84 

Pool 272 

Port Patrick ... 249 
Portsmouth . . .^297 

Prescot 99 

Preston 99 

Pudscy SO 

Queenborough . 239 

Radnor .... 191 
S. Ramsgate ... 270 
Rastrick .... 44 
Ravenglas .... 123 
Rawdifie .... 3 
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MUe» Miles JUtle$ 

Rawda . ... 31 Somcrton . . . . 3«1 Torrington • • . IM 

Reading ^ . . 319 S, Southampton . . 253 Towcester .... 148 

Rcdcar. .... 66 ^V. Southend ... 220 Towton 12 

RedHmiae ... 6 & Souihwold. 260 Trowbridge . . . 2W 

Reeth 48 Sowcrby . ... 47 Tnuo 686 

JlioaH 10 Spaldrag .... 113 W. Tunbridge . . 229 

Richmond, Vorktiu 44 S^nttal Bridge . . 10 Clvetston . . . .106 

Ringwood .... 260 Staffbrd 122 Uttoxeter . . . . »9 

Ripley 23 Scainei 213 Uxbridge . . . . ISW 





24 


Stamford, £i/f(^m^ 109 


Wakefield . . 


. 3S 


Rochdale . • • . 


67 


Stamford-Bridge 


10 


Walsingham . . 


. 183 


Roche Abbey . . . 


42 


Stansfi^d . . . . 


46 


Warminister . . 


. 266 


Rochester • . . . 


224 


Stillingfleet . . . 


7 


Warringtop . . . 


. 89 




65 




123 


Warwick « . . 


. 142 


Roes, IJerefordMre 


196 


Stirling . . . . 


222 


Wellingborough . 


. 138 


Rotherham . • . 


48 


Stockbridge . . . 


234 


Wellington, A'An^ 14.» 


Royston • . . • . 


158 


Stockton-upon-Tees 


61 


WeUingtop, Somers. 283 


Bye 


258 


Stokesley . . . . 


44 


Wdla .... 




S. Sandgate • . 


271 


8tortfi>i:d, Bishop's . 


174 


Wepdover ... 


. 159 


8L Albans .... 


180 


Stratford-on-Av<Hi • 


162 


Wentworth House 


. 62 


St. Asaph . • . . 


137 


Studlcy Parl^, nr Bipon 26 


Wepbly .... 


. 182 


St. David*f • . . 


281 


Sudbury . . . . 


185 






Salti^tuy .... 


239 


Sunderland . • . 


80 


S. Weymouth • 


. 287 


8» Scaiborough . • 


40 


Sutton-OD-Derwent . 


6 


Whddrake . . 


. 8 


8, Seaton • . . . 


68 


Sutton on the Forest 


8 


S. Whitby . . 


. 48 




15 


SwalTham .... 


165 


Whitdiureh . . 


. 118 




59 


S. Swansea . . . 


258 


\\nntehaven . . 


. 145 


Sevenoaks . • . . 


217 


Todcastcr . . . 


9 


\MiitweIl . . . 


. 12 


Shoflesbury . . . 


258 


Tamwortli . • • . 


115 






8, Shaldon . . • 


320 


Tanstock .... 


340 


Wigginton 


4 






Taunton .... 


270 


Winchester . . 


. 241 


Shcrborn, D.irsctih. 


275 


Tewksbury . . . 


182 


Windham • . . 


. 197 


Slierburnt Vorfafiire 


16 


Temple Newsam, nr 






. *"0 




6 


Leeds .... 


20 


Wistow . . . 


. 14 


Shoreham .... 


251 


iS. Tenby . . . . 


270 


Wolidngham . . 


. 78 


Shrewsbury . . . 


138 


Thctford . . . . 


176 


Wolvcrhamptoa . 


. 130 




4 




23 


Woodbriilge . . 


.213 


Skelum Smithy . . 


3 




29 


Woodstock . . 


. 177 


Skipton .... 


t 


Thorp- Arch , . . 


13 






Skipwith .... 




S. Teignmouth . . 


3-20 


S, Worthing , . 


. 2o7 


S. Sidmouth . . . 


335 


TickhiU .... 


43 


Wrexham . . . 


. 120 


Sleafoid ^ . . . 


91 


Tinmouth .... 


89 


Wycomb, High . 


. 198 


Slcdmere House . . 


24 










Smallways .... 


52 


Todmorden . . . 


48 


S. Yarmouth . . 


. 234 




23 


ToUcrton . . . . 


10 
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OSWALD, king of the Northtunbrians, Principal of the Piercy family bo^ 

resident at York 47 headed 108 

Ouse-Briikse Prison erected ... 134 Printing 124, l*id, f^O 

OusE, River 126 Prothonot.iry 814 

overflown 136 

Q. 

p. Quarrel between the Crrrporation :fiid 

Patera 250,275 Clergy 97 

Parliament assembled by Henry the Queen of Charles I., land* at Brid- 
second, in York 72, 73 lington Quay 161 

■ by Edward ■ w kindness to 
the first 85, 86 Jirisoners IQB 

. • by Edward ^ left the city 163 

the second 90 Queen Anne*s Guards at York 218 

■ . ' ■ by Edward 

the third 95 R. 

Pavement Cross 927 Rebellion against (jneen ElizabeA 

Pedestal foimd out of Middegate- 191 

Bar 800 r- in 1745 223, 224, 228 

Philippa, arrives from Hainault 94 Rebels tried at York and executed 2S8 

■ >■ married to Edward 94 ' ■ head? stokn from Mickle^aCe- 

PiCTS AND Scots defeated, ' near Bar 284 

York 37 Recori^er, dignity, dudes, Ax. 8SS 

Piers, Gaveston at York ... 86, 87 Rereskv, Sir John, appoint:^ go« 
f ILOUMAOE or Gbacs m.. 126, 127 vemor , ^08 
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Berxsbt, Sir Johx» faken |riKnier» Kokav Sxyuxxhu fooikl near Mkfc- 

and guMd-nxn teiced £ar Wflliam l^g»te-Bar 290 1» M 

PrinoB of Orange ^^....^^ SU» 21A ■ Stovx Cofyi va ibiitid out of 

REOurAiJ>» govcBior of York 61 Booiham-Bar ^...^^^^^^ 288 

crownod king at YoriL M Urk afimndnear theMount 22^ 

M AXD AXLAFF^ bapdxod — — ~ Vault ajid CoFnx» on the 

mCliecBthcdid . M Mount 281 

RKLJOioua HoutEs, wyyi e Mi fln of Rotx» zed and white, Uoofes of ^ 112 

12d Rot ix Shkxp fint introdaoed ^ 8ft 

Rehaivs of a Roman tea^de on the Rotal Staxda&d encted bj Chaika 

bankaoftheOuM .^250to263 at Nottkigfaam ^.^ 157 

Restoration of Charles the Rules fiir foot pa«eBgen, not yet 

SECOND ..^-^ we adopted in Yotk 258 

Rick ap Meredith eiecuted aft Rufert» Privck 165»ie0, 170» 171* 

York 8ft 178L 

Richard I. 81 Russell Oafid, Esq. . -^^^ 288 

ILatYork 87 

murdered 10ft & 

!■ IlL crowned at York 118 Sailoe fimn Dancaater* leapa fion 

y granted privileges to Ouse-Bridge -~ ^ 258 

York 119 St. George's Close ...^ IfiJ 

■ slain at Bosworth Field St. Jameses Chapel, on the Mount 
^ 120 243 to 24ft 

Bi&siDOE, Kino* murdered by the St. Leonardos HoapiTAL* burnt 71 

populace 51 St. Mary's Abbey 71» 129 

Rockingham, Marquis, funeral of, Tower .....-^.^^ 166 
259 to 281 St. William's College 158 

llOMAN Army cut in pieces the Ca- Saturn, Image of; found at York 

Icdonians 24 221, ±Q 

- „ Altar found ...... 141 to 143 Saving Bakk ^.........^ . , .... . 338 

■ Catholics insulted, and their Saxons invited over ^...^.......^ 37 

houses searched ~ 215 conquer the Britona, and divida 

B finaDy left Britain 34 the country ........ .^^.^.^ 41 

■ Lamp, Urns, and Fibula, Scarcity of Corn in York ...^ 268 
found on Uie Mount 281, 282 Scotch Ajcrassadors at Yock. 
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Scots routed by queen Philippa . . 96 Stone Cofpiss found in the Minster- 
ScROPE, Archbishop, 106, 107» Vard • 276 to ^ 

lOB, 290. SuBTERRASEA^r Repository on the 

Seals axd Medals found 303 Mount 245,346 

Seat of Empire remored by Con- Suburbs op York dertroyed by the 

rtantine ^. 38 Scots ^ ^ 

Severus's first expedidon to Britain, Suppressiov of Monasteries 

vrith his army, his two sons, and his - 129, 139 

whole court ^ 24 Surtees R., Esu. 273 

■ death, and funrral obse- Swain, king of Denmai^, in England 

quies ^ M 46 

— — HiLis, near York — 28 Sweating Sickness 136 

Seymour John, Esq. 814 

Sheriffs of York, nmk, dudes, &c. T. 

of 316 Tadcaster attadced by the earl of 

Shipping, state of 86 Newcastle ^ 109 

Siege of Baxnard-Castle 132 Temple of Bellona 26 

SiLTER Pennies found 275 — — Diana 19 

Similarity of York to Rome ... ^ Serapis 247 to 350 

Simpson R., Esq., Middlethorpe 290 Tesselated Pavement 29S 

SfKCLAiR Robert, Esq. 333 Theca, a Roman sepulchral Tessd 294 

Situation of York described 17 Thorpe Anthony, Esq. 379 

SiwARD, earl of Northumberland 67 Tuubsd.vy-Market, a person shot 

Sixth Roman Leoion 29, 34 164 

Slave-Trade first peddoned against ————— guard-room 

in York «... 262,968 there 215 

Slingsby, Sir Henry 163, 169 Town Clerk, Richd. Towncnd, Esq. 

Snow, great faD of 136 338 

Stamford-Bridge, battle of 58, 60 Towton Field,. batde of ... Ill, 112 

Staple of Calais 817 Trade of York 78 

Stapleton, Sir Miles, fined 326 Trappes Francu, Esq., and his 

Standard-Bearer of the Ninth Ro- daughter 182 

man Legion 35 Treaty between Charles I. and the 

Stone Coffins 288, 289 Scou 147, 148 
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UytTEKSiTY IN YoBX petitioned William the Coxqusror, GI, 

for IdO ftl, «7, 68. 

■ ■ Peince op Oilanoe, 210, 

V. 214, 21«, 217. 

YiNcruT, Earl St., at York .. 280 ■■ Feedebick* Peixce of 

VoLirxTEERs raised in York, in 1794, Gloucestee, at York 269 

263, 26» W1L8OH Thomas, Esq 268 

Vortiger.v, the Dritish king, di- Wind extremely high and boistezous 

lorccd his own quoca, and married at York 19^ 

Uengisfs daughter 37 Wirtembebo, Duke of, and 6,000 

Votive Romax Altar 270 to 274 soldiers in York 217 

■ Tablet to the genius of Witchcraft, woman oondemned far, 
York 2!I6 to 299 and imagined Apparitkm 206, 207 

W0L8EV, Cardinal 302 

• W. Wool, Staple OF ......^ 7* 

Walmoate-B 106, 167, 191 

Wallsofthk City repaired 161,190 Y. 

■ ■ or Buttresses in Oavygate, &c York betdegcd by Artliur, the British 

2.'>0 king 41 

«*. strongly fortiiiod 86 ■ by David, kingof ScoC- 

Waltheof, governor of York ... 64 land 71 

———beheaded 66 by Fairfax and Lesley 

W.uis between tlic Houses of Voil; and 163 to 17*> 

Lancaster lOil. 1 1 (M 1 1 by Osrick 47 

War procLumed a^^ainst the king of by tlic Britons ... 21 

Spain .. 237 by the Northern Ba- 

Wards of tiik City described Xlo rons 82 

Warwick, Karl OF 114 ———by William the Con- 

Watlixgate .. 95 queror, and razed to the ground 60, 66 

Wetiieuby attacked by tlie carl of — dcUvtrcd up to A.thur 42 

Ncwf»ort 159 — dtrprivcd of it^s garrison ... IVIO 

Wheat, scarcity of, at York 269 fortified by Charhs I. ..^ I4u 

White Battle, near Borou^^h- invested by Octa and Eosa 41 

Bridge 89 — last siege of, and tcnns of sur- 
render 183 10 183 
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York, Meeting called tt, by king Yobk entered by Godfrey and An- 

Jojin 02 laff ^ 62 

——placed in a posture of defence 158 — — — Osbern, with the 
surrendered by Octa to Am- two sons of Harold, and their armies 

brosius « ^ 39 « 63 

taken by Athelstan 52 . Gates of, opened to the Danes 49 

— — — by the Norwegians .. 58 — Keys of, delivered up to WUliam 

— — from tlie Romans, by the the Conqueror 62 

Scots 38 — Suburbs of, destroyed by David 

I the capital of Nortlmmbria 45 - Bruce 96 

— — the head-quarters of Charles the YoUNO, Rev. Geo. of Whitby ... 271 

first V army 1(W 
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. COPPERPLATES. 
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I. . South West View of the Cathedral Church of York-^/aW ''"'^ 

2. Ruins of St. Mary's Abbey 129 

3. View of Ouse-Bridge, with St. William's Chapel, as it stood 

in August, 1809 256 

4. Vicur of the City 307 

ENGnAVIXGS ON WOOD. 

5. Anns of the City, and Multangular Tower — In iitlt -fiajnrc. 

6. Monument of Stanilard- Hearer of the Ninth Iloinan Le^jion ... 33 

7. Inscription on a Roman Altar 142 

8. A Viewof Wahn^ate-Bar 191 

9. Sculpture of Mithras, sacrificing: a Bull 229 

10. Curious emblematically ornamented Roman Inscription to the 

God Serapis 2*7 

II. Roman Votive Altar, found in York 270 

12. Fonn of a British Stone Coffin 277 

13. Roman Sepulchral Thcca 294 

1 1. Rcm.:in Votive Ti.Met, to tbc imagined Tutelar IXity of Yoik 296 
|5._Curicus Seal of one of the Begging Fryars 303 
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Ptiffc line Pnntcdk 

25 1 stronp; stone wall 

— 5 on the place 

24. 8 207, and in the thirteenth 

189 10 Sir Edward Cooper 

33 21 And even Europe 

63 2« In the year 800 

71 3 Estahlishmcnt of the 
Ainsty 

120 19 Edward 

215 1 Beilby 

282 1 Ditto 

322 28 Robert Walter 

^23 8 (And in the nofr J Sir R. 
Walker, knight 



Should be Read. 

strong wall 

near the place 

208, and in the fourteentli 

Sir Edmund Cooper 

Omit " And even Europe,** 

In the eighth century 

Establishment of. the County of 
the City 

Richard 

Bcalby 

Ditto 

Robert Watter 

Sir Robert Watter, knight 
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